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Committee on primary and secondary education,

Mr. E. GorataKRISHNAYYA (for Mr. A. RaneawaTaa Muparrvag) :—- Sir,

£1 beg leave to move this resolution—

.‘l//

*81. That this Council recommends to the Government to appoint a representa-
tive commitiee to consider the various questions relating to primary and secondary
education such as the curriculum and methods of teaching, moral and religious educa-
tion, pay of teachers, efc.

The Hon’ble the PrEstoenT :—* Is it the pleasure of the House to allow the
honourable member to move ‘hat resolution for Mr. A. Ranganatha Mudaliyar ?
*The House assented.

Mr. K. GoPALARRISHNAYYA :—“ My object in moving this resolution, Sir, is
this. Ido not want to adduce any more ground than what have been stated in the
previous resolution. I only wish to add that that resolution doesnot cover primary
gducation. It is only with a view to request that primary education should also
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[Mzr. K. Gopalakrishnayya | [1st Septemher 1921

i i i ' the committee that I move this resolution, Primary
:glfgsﬁ;?gnu;i%sﬁlil Sfl)gevl;?tllloi?x lt)l))e scope of the proposed corr;lmt.tee gndl ythe X;ea:gélﬁ
: tated in the motion made previously, As
(ihsvr:i?g gi;?u?:g tll)nze%:)evgnvxi: to accept the resolution and I move it for the
the House.” iy .
3°°ept1n°e£jn’ble Rao Bahadur A. P. PaTro:—* Sir, there is a confusion in this
e resolution. The first part of the resolution relates to elementary
4 p.m. education which, as my honourable f?ien.d very Vt:ell lknowsl,‘lus
now completely in the hands of the district educationa coqilcl ts(;
is now vested completely in the district educational councils
o icula they like and any subject smtable to the loeal conditions
e g’ cf‘J z{le lace. It is entirely in the hands of the loeal. bodies tq organize
cesrsany d cagon and to expand and determine all questions relating to it.
elementary'z Soes not form part of secondary education and therefore thg
erkse annot interfere in such matters. Then again as regards .secondargi
Govergmeﬂtthc emarks made by me in connexion with the other resolutlon‘ woul
e the r{mstion of secondary education would be gone into by the (Jo:nm_ltk-l
iy %EZrefgl% there is no meed for a second committee to be appointed wit
tee.

ol e m“t"?r' Nayupu :—“ I beg to oppose this resolution for

i st Baha(i;l;‘l . {Bﬁ:x?ﬁxe&}gou’ble the Minister for Education pas 'stated
vl 1na n);, ement of primary education or elementary education ;s n;)gv
sl W}}m ed%tictgeducational councils which were formed recently under . g
ves’oei;;l > l'%helrefor.'e there is no necessity at all for any committee being appointe
new 3

- )
O .—«Sip T am a little surprised at the way in
: M. L S};)IINIZQ:A Ljd%iYnYiSAtI:;:AfI:J;' EdSucz’mtion has dealt wi1_h this resolutuﬁl.
i pa_The HO J:ione secondary education and university education are l;mtt;ht,ottathy
Gndo, i gt oo, i et s, K, 508 LS
. ¢ ion are ves 1 a
et sy ;)f i?ﬁ:?f:ﬂ:g:ﬁmed with secondary education and secon-
gouncils ; but prima ft s turn connected with university education and in revn:l;xg
dary educa'twfn lzllr(:ati})n we have to so shape the curricala of studies and o :)}:
e g auith secondary education that it may have a_connectﬂon 5;1
things coné190t:. ;von the one hand and with university education onht ?} 0 ex:-
| v ucg‘;o eate the resolution into two parts and to say that t ) £ Ovi;on
gificen ix'ur to do with primary education and t_hat the secondary ; Iucfl o
s o n?thmgtloer resolution is a kind of technical argument anh ! wlgttix
- coveredhkﬁkff tehg I]Ion’ble the Minister for Education avoids those techuicalities
ot Fnrg :solution. !
andydeals it o S1<ubi$2:fn°fog;§r$stms with reference to the resoluttou}.l_lél:'ils
i3 leb 2 I::r 'ceﬂucutir.vn may bo so adopted that it may lea(%]the % :nent-
system o.f R d gther industrial classes, as soon as they complete their e eavoca,-
- ﬂ::l ar;t;liza;n :;L;] take to the particular pursuits V}Tith whxcih t?el:cﬁeogc;glgggl i
o i ¢ ' oTS v ioin the secondary ¢ :
ca{ions o rbehreh:xtzi'sv ?x;);?go(c)ltg‘;awrﬁ:z‘h ]the boys will be enabled to go frlomtﬁ‘:e
geen s ei the secondary sohools and from the sccondary ‘sohoo 8 thy
B Al to proceed to higher educational course. Therefore the
Bltmrilt‘ce(()e vshich the Hon’ble the Minister announced would sit to

prim :
must be 1fn tﬁ Po
fanction ot the comm and interme ; i
exqmtielhe ftrl::ns)[])iginn;r(;’f :332:&2?; they will have also to consider primary education
gocia

diate education is not altogether dis- *
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1st September 1921 ] [Mr. T. C. Srinivasa Ayyangar]

along with secondary education and the suggestions and the recommendations
which they may make may be communicated to the district educational councils
for their guidance. Secondary education wounld undoubtedly be within the scope
of the committee proposed, but there are one or two matters connected with secon-
dary education and referred to in this resolution but which were not definitely
mentioned in the speech of the Hon’ble the Minister for Education as being within
the scope of the said committee. For example, there is the curriculum and the
method of teaching as also the pay of the teachers. Now as regards pay, the
question of finance has to be considered. There has been sporadic attempts at
improving vernacular teaching and at suggesting that more subjects are to be
taught in the languages of the country and of the people so that the pupils may

not have much strain in learning. Now there are various aspects connected with
them,” -

The Hon’ble Rao Bahadur A. P. Patro (inferrupting) :—< Sir, I am afraid
there is a misconception by my honourable friend. The educational rules do not

prohibit the teaching in vernaculars or adopting vernaculars as the media of
instruction in the secondary schools,”’

Mr. T. C. Sriwivasa Avvaxcar (continuing) :—* I am afraid the Hon’ble the
Minister is somewhat premature. If he had only listened a little more to what I
was going to say, he would not have interrupted me. With reference to
vernacular instruction, no doubt it is open to school authorities or to teachers to
give instruction in some subjects in vernaculars but the whole question is one
which ought to be considered in all its aspects. 'We will have to get the right sort
of men. There is the question of production of the necessary literature dealing
with certain subjects in vernaculars. We know how the vernacular education is
now conducted. Even in the best colleges, the pandits give instruetions and go
away without ever troubling themselves very much ; for the principal or the other
professors do not pay much attention whether the students follow the pandits’
teaching or not. The pandits themselves say that whether they teach well or ill,
thero is neither appreciative nor destructive criticism. We will have to see what
subjects are to be taught in vernaculars, what should be the qualification of
teachers, how to attract the best men and what should be theic pay. All these
things are inter-dependent on one another. In the University Commission Report
and in the despatches upon them, they laid stress on these features of the present
educational system, so that the graduates who have had the benefit of the western
system of education should in their turn communicate to their less fortunate
countrymen in the vernaculars all the ideas which they gather from the western
works. We should have vernacular books having more and more of the
modern scientific ideas. What bas been done till now in order to effectuate
them ? There are here and there isolated and disconnected suggestions and
orders on the subject ; but the whole thing will have to be oo-ordinated. The
qualification of proficiency in vernaculars in the graduates who are appointed as |
professors and teachers in colleges and schools should be insisted upon ; it may be
an additional qualification to them. An English professor who is quite ignorant
of the literature in his language has got all prospects now ; whercas the ndit,
however high his qualification may be, has to start with 15 or 20 rupees and at the
end of 35 years of service has to retire on Rs. 30 or Rs, 35. How is the vernas-

cular to be improved ? How is the vernacular to be utilized as a medium of in-

struction in primary schools or secondary sehools or in 1) niversity education? All

these things will have to be considered as a whole. The best pandits will have to
be attracted and the English-educated man with an adequate knowledge in the
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uniformity, let there be connexion as regards essentials and as regards accidentals,
whether one language or another is to be the medium of instruction, as regards
these things, they may be left to the distriet educational councils to be dealt with.”

i

Diwan Bahadur Ii. A. GoviNDARAGHAVA AYYaR :—* Sir, it is with some hesi-
: L tation I speak upon this resolution as I am not a teacher myself and as I cannot
g pretend to any expert knowledge of the questions tbat are contemplated in this
;‘ resolution. It seems to me that perhaps the best course at present to be adopted
} by this House is to allow the mover to withdraw this resolution. My reason is
© . this: we bave now passed a resolution whose object is to go into the whole
.~ question of secondary education and for the committee to make its recommenda-
© . tion onit. If the question is asked as to whether in the work of the committee s
4 emphasis will be laid on primary education or secondary education, I for one, :
! venture to think that it is the department of secondary education that requires Tid
close attention. There is a great deal of course to be said in favour of the argu-
. ment of correlation of studies. But when we know what the secondary education
~ is to aim at, then any committee that might be appointed for the purpose of con-
‘g. _ gidering primary education will be in a better position to think of formulating a
’[ ' scheme which will bring it into proper relation to the scheme of secondary
¥ education.

i % In the very same wag that we bave now the Sadler Commission’s Report

' and also the University Commission’s Report for the purpose of v
belping the committee which is sitting on secondary ucation
to formulate a scheme, I think the more desirable course will be that we have the
recommendations of the committee on secondary education, before a committee on
primary education is appointed and asked to report on it.  In favour of the post-
ponement of this question, there is also the other argument that it is just now that
the district educational councils have been appointed being given a free hand for
the spread and imparting of priwary education. They will gain by their experi-
ence. They will get in tonch more with lccal needs and local requirements with
the result that the experience they will place at the disposal of any committee
which will be appointed for the purpose of considering the questions relating to =
primary education will be very much larger b%' the time the committee on second-
ary education will formulate its proposals. Then I think you will have a much
happier correlation between primary and secondary education and with greater
chance of that correlation being permanent and useful. For these reasons, Sir, 1
venture to suggest to all those who want to support this resolution to either
suggest or allow the withdrawal of this resolution.”

&

s B

4-15 p.m.

The Rev. W. Mestox :— Mr. President, 1 beg to oppose this resolution.

The issue is clear. Provision is made for the consideration of secondary educa~
tion by the appointment of the committee which has now been promised. What
we wish is to see that committee at work and to hear the results of its labours as
soon as they can be laid before this House. As regards primary education, the -
appointment of the district educational councils marks a large and im
step in devolution. A considerable amount of work formerly done by the depart-
ment in connexion with elementary schools is now in the hands of these bodies.
They have been in existence only a few months. What we wish is to see these
councils fully at work and when sufficient time has passed to learn the result of
their experience. In these ways, and nct by means of such a committee as 18

roposed, will the best interests of primary and secondary education be served. -
f trust, that, though much has been said, in the course of the speeches of honourable
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' members as to the value of correlation, the idea of uniformity will never be so
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~ ing mainly or solely the question of secondary education and the other also con-

. education along with other matters. If this resolution be adopted, the result will
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[The Rev. W. Meston] [ 1st September 1921

employed in our educational system as to deprive us of the benefit of spontaneity
and variety.” "

Diwan Bahadur M. KgsENAN Navawr :—“I am afraid that I must also
oppose this resolution. In the resolution that has just been adopted by the
Couneil, it has been decided to appoint a committee to consider mainly, if not
solely, the question of secondary education. What is intended in this resolution
is to bave another committee which will also consider the question of secondary

be this : that we shall have two committees sitting simultaneously, one consider-

sidering the question of secondary education with other matters. It is possible

- that, if two bodies are simultaneously considering the same matter, they may

arrive at conclusions which cannot be reconciled with each other and the effect -
ultimately will be confusion. 8o that from the point of view of practical polities, ?
I think it is quite inadvisable to have another committee in addition to & e com-
mittee that has already been rzsolved upon.

“There is also another point which I wish to emphasise, and that is this. I am
afraid that our faith in the potency of these committees has become a little too
much. We want committees for the consideration of all matters whether import-
ant or unimportant. We do not know whether committees are proper bodies to
consider all matters important or unimportant, but in any case my faith in the
utility and usefulness of these committees is, though I also believe in committees,

- not so great as that of some of my Hon’ble friends.” §

| of the olicy of elementary education should also be vested in the self-same com-
P T
- mittee, but as I find it technically difficult to appoint another body, as is very well

Mr. K. GopaLARRISHNAYYA :—* I still hold that even under the present Ele-
mentary Education Act, there are not ample powers to shape a uniform educational
policy. No doubt it is in an experimental stage and the Elementary Education Act
will have to be tested for some time. What I meant was that the scope or shaping

pointed out by some of the honourable members, it is not advisabie I should think

to appoint another committee to sit over and judge the policy of elementary educa-

tion. I would therefore beg leave of the House to withdraw the resolution.”
The resolution was by leave withdrawn. ;

2
&







A Y
o ~ 4
..//‘

-~

/\a//«ﬂ‘» 2z M ‘“,7/{ AL

O"Z—C«crﬂ A e

[

3

—



	Image00006
	Image00007
	Image00008
	Image00009
	Image00010
	Image00011
	Image00012
	Image00013
	Image00014
	Image00015
	Image00016

