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.nAD—the followmg paper :—

Letier——frcﬁ H. SHARP, Esq., ¢81,; .1E,. Secretary ﬁo the Goverﬁment of I
Rk partment of gducatlon (Education), S
To—the Secretary to the Grovernment of Madras, Home Edmon biiant
gated—-—Delhl the 19th March 1921, \ picd )J)epamz_a ‘
0.—437

With reference to the eorrespondenee endmg wﬂ:h your letter No 454, dated th&
12th April 1920, T am directed to forward for information a copy of a nestio
asked and answer given in the Legislative Assembly on the 10(; Mmh 921 on.
the subject of the mtroductlon of rehgxous mstruotmn mto Govemment sehuols m

India. e i
2. In consonance with the replv given to part (e) of the queatmn, I am to ”
before local Governments the views of" the Government of Indi: the mate
 religious and moral instruction in schools in India. This annot cement is
beeause it has now been decided not to issue : resolution on the su jeot '
order that the Ministers who are charged with the administration ol u
~ be in possession of the conclusions to whwh, gfter the matnm&%
Central Government have arrived. ‘
: 5. The Governmént of India, so far as théy aré ooncemed_ ha
_ whatever, of receding from their attitude® of strict religmns neutmhty
prmclﬁle that Government schools ought not to be used as a\moms
- one religion at the expense of others. Bnt they are of “opini that
- which hitherto has been placed on the introduction of reli
in publicly-managed schools may be removed. Accordingly, th
- ~“objection to the withdrawal of the objections which now exxst, or are |
; ex:st, in publicly-managed schools and colleges to Bt .
~ (a) the utilization of school premises for rehgxons teacbmg or simple'Praym .
i (%) the utilization of teaehers of the mstlsutlons for such mstructmn etc
~ where they voluntarily undertake the work; deb g
¢) making religious teaching or observance com ulsor for tbo bo
parents(or guardians have expressed a wish that thzs shmlild beydone . o whoqev

(d) deducting the time spent by any boy on religious teaching or bse
from the preseribed curriculum period, preferably at the begmn?ng (x:rg theoendrgf tho ;

e

ool day. o 3 5
4. It will be bbserved that the pohey of the Govérnment of Indw, is .
~ cautious one. Itis calculated to remove the minor restrictions which at presen
+ hamper or are supposed to hamper the 1ntroduct10n of rehgxoux mstmetmn in .I?llbhel
managed schools and thus to obliterate the impression, which is understood to. A A
 that Government is hostile to the encouragement of this form of msf;rw PR

R 5. In conclusron, Tam fo emphasise that the present
mandatory nature ; nor do the Government of I’ndm desire

’ - Education to a deﬁmte line of action. . They seek rather to remove r
 possibly are regarded as hampering the freedom of local G rnments in
The matter is one 1g which the local Governments, 1 now ‘
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s No. 1184, Law (EDUGATiON), 20TH Aveusr 1921

ExcrLosure

Question asked by Mr. Makmood Schamnad Sakib Bahadur
on the 10th March 1921. « : .

(@) Is the Grovernment aware that the present system of education in Grovernment sohools
is now largely condemned as quite undesirable, being devoid of religious training ?
(8) Do the Government still hold that it is against their poliey of religious neutrality to
impart religious instructions in Government schools ?
(¢) 1f not, do the Government propose to have religious instructions imparted in all the
Government sehools P '
(d) 1f the Government do not interfere in this, (educatipn) being a _transferr‘ed subject,
do the Government propose to sanction a special imperial grant-in-aid for this purpose ? sl
(¢) If not, do they at least propose to inform the Provincial Governments about thef
policy regarding religious instructions ?
Reply. :
{ (a) The Government of India have observed certain complaints owing to the absence of
\religious training in certain classes of schools, but Government is certainly not aware that the
present system of education in Grovernment schools is largely condemned as quite undesirable.
(b) Religious instruction has already been allowed in Government orother publicly-
managed schools in certain parts of India under certain conditions. The Government of India
are willing to see further relaxations in this direction but they think that certain conditions will
still be necessary and, in special, that such instruction should not be made compulsory upon
pupils other than those whose parents desire it.
(¢) The matter is entirely one for consideration and action by local Governments in
their Ministries of Education.
(4) The Government of India are not in a position to sanoti?n a special Imperial grant-
in-aid for this purpose. i , :
() The Government of India will address the local Governments in the matter.

|

i

‘Order—No. 1184, Law (Educﬁti'on), dated 20th August 1921, i
The following Press Communiqué is issued :—
PRESS COMMUNIQUE

The subject of religious instruction in schools has been engaging the attention
of Government for some time past. It has sometimes been represented by indivi-

i

. duals and associations competent to form an opinion on the subject that the purely

secular character of the instruction imparted in institutions under public manage-

« ment has stimulated tendencies unfavourable to discipline and encourages a spirit of .

irreverence in the pupils. The poliey hitherto adopted by Government is that laid
.down by the Court of Directors in their Despatch No. 49, dated 19th July 1854, viz.,
~abstention from interference with teaching in privately-managed schools and absten-
tion from teaching in publicly-managed schools (i.e., schools maintainéd by Govern-
ment and local bodies). While not receding from this attitude of strict religious
neutrality or from the principle that these schools ought not to be used as a means
of fostering any one religion at the/expense of others, the Government have heen
willing to afford as far as practicable reasonable facilities for the artangement of
religious iZstruction by communities when applications were made by them for thj
purpose. On the representation of the Muhammadan Educational Association
Southern India the Government in 1905 accorded permission to the Association to
impart religious instruction in the Government Madrasa-i-Azam subject to certain
conditions. Againin 1912, the Government granted permission to the “staff of
Muhammadan schools under public management to teach the Koran and give reli-
gious instruction in the schogl premises, subject to the conditions that the instruc-
tion was given out of school hours without interfering in any way with the
sohool curriculum and that no pupil was admitted to the religious classes Without
the written consent of the parent or guardian. A

2. The Government are of opinion that the time has now arrived for the partial
removal of the embargo which hitherto has been placed on the intyeduction of religious
instruction in publicly-managed schools and also for the complete removal of

~ tional work to express an opinion.
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No. 1184, Law (Epvcatron), 20te Aveusr 1981

“the minor restrictions which at present hamper or are supPoSéd\ to hémpei"\ such,

mstruction so as at least to remove the inipression which is understood ‘to exist that
the Government are hostile to the encouragement of this form of instruction. They

are accordingly disposed to consider the grant of the following general concessions
in respect of publicly -managed schools dnd collegess— . .
(a) the utilization of school premises for religious h@acﬁing or simple prayérs; :
(b) the utilization of thé services of the teachers of the institutions for such
instruction where they voluntarily undertake the work; ~ =« ' b ol
(¢) making religious. teaching or observance compulsory for the boys whose
parents or guardians have expressed a wish that this should be done, and ;

(d) deducting the time spent; by any boy on 'religious, teaching or observance i

from the prescribed curriculum period, preferably at the beginning or the end of the
|/ ’hool day. bor S T

3. Presidents of District Boards, Chairmer of Municipal Councils, Presidents
of District Educational Councils, the Missionary Educational Council of Southern
India, the Most Rev. the Archbishop of Madras, the Secretary, Madras Teachers
Guild, the Becrstary, South Indian Teachers’. Union, the President, Ramakrishna
Mission, Madras, and the Secretary, Headmasters’ Association, Madras, are réquested

‘to favour Government with their views on the proposals contained in pafagraph 2

supra by the 1st October next. : ‘
4. Government will be pleased to receive suggestions and a'itici_sms from other
public bodies or persons who are qualified by thelr experience in religious or educa-

¥
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; (By order of the Government, Miniétiy of Eduéatibn)
‘ b s (G . P.C. Durr,
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* To the Director of Pubiie Instruction. e _ 17 6P By g s ! :(

ys Presidents of District Boards. - ’ ¥ : .
+»  Chairmen of Munieipal Couneils. , 4 T ,
»»  Presidents of District Educational Councils. ¢ : S el O B
» Secretary, Missionary Educational Association of Southerd Tndia. T Rl
»» Most Rev. the Archbishop of Madras. § W ey A A g o O
v Secretary, Madras Teachers Guild, oty 4 R
sy Seecretary, South Indian Teachers’ Union. Gy A #iork
»» President, Ramakrishna Mission, Mylapore, Madrag. s
' s Becretary, Headmasters’ Association, Madras. i ; T R N
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l\ ) Religious Instruction in fmool° -—Pre?s mrunique issued,
2 Nores To G.O. No. 1184, Law (EpugkTioN), 20TH Aveust 1921 - / ‘ ~
The principles contained in the Government of India’s letter are generally - _ e o 5
acecepted. The Director of Public Instruction’s proposals are very good and a 1 :

communique should issue. 1 : g
A. P. P[atro|—13-7-21.

Draft submitted. ‘ t
N.K.—-27-7-21. C. RaMaNtiaA ACHARIYAR—2T-7-21. : % f i d ' 101
g i 3 A NIBRR I e t ........................ l..‘.......‘......“.;..................A......h.............: ............... .
[It may perhaps be better to send the draft eommumque to the Director of g Rean agats 6.0. Now..oooio ) S '
Public Instruction u.o. for opinion as to whether he accepts it. | cdE . i L . g
P. C. Durr—29-7-21. b ] 0 L M % ' Py » A
e s S - ’ £ " < : x . : ; : . .
. b \ | y Rz a1s0:— . ok . ; i
Orrice of THE DiREcTOR oF PuBric INsTRuctiON. A | : " < ' r -
| | v M C.No.:1368 4 From the GOV L of In 1i2,Bept, No. 437 ... , dated ... 49th Varch je3L
U.0. Reply, No. 444, dated 9th August 1921. 3 i ; S of Education C M /a_“‘ | Sl ey
I suggest the following alterations in the draft:— ; i : § : %
(l) In paragraph 1 delete ‘Government’ and insert ‘under public manage- ¢ l;»
ment’ l;’ LR SN S . o R sl hanl b e he B gy sin
(2) In paragraph 2 substitute * remove’ for * obliterate’; gris : : ‘ : 1|
(3) In the same paragraph for ‘They are accordingly disposed to grant the L ' : £t
following general concessions, ete.,’ substitute ‘ They are accordmgly dlsposed to 4t | ’ . : " - J
consider the grant of the followmg general concessions, cte.’ i | TR e § 5 i e S iy e
' gble (4) In (b) delete, ‘ ete.’. ) : S
The utilization of the services of the teachers of the institutions for such By 5 ’.h \\C(L\r / ‘ ,
instruction has given rise td'a great deal of controversy in other countries and if my | ORDER. ! N o , dated 9" Z 193~
memory serves me right the Government of Bombay do not propose to utilize the , : PR e, uas : R , i)
services of the teachers of the institutions for religious instruction. I should therefore - . Prass

prefer the wording which I have suggested, viz., that Government are disposed to ’ £ ; *
consider the grant of the following general concessions, rather than the wording of the RV : :

™

The following Press Comminicused

draft that Government are dzsposed to grant the following general concessions. 5.0 L 5 .
2. I consider that the opinion of the headmasters’ assoclatxon might also be e ’ ig iecned:=~
obtained on this matter. e § L . &
3. I might also suggest further that Government insert as paragraph 4 that - | - s 8l ; ;
Government will be pleased to receive suggestions and criticisms from other public & | : '3 ‘ The 0'—7~bjeCt ‘O‘_L religious lnStI’L’E
ho a alified by their experience in reli 1ous or educational g 1 : : | S ant bo* o e
x'fstﬁiﬁf,’;’;‘éﬁifo;mﬁﬁnq“ 4 4 i 3 i tion in echoole has been ‘engaging
4. If this paragraph is inserted we will not have other persons or sometles, for x 8 ath . P Havarr S hit aga il
example, the Theosophical Society, Madras, complaining to Government that their ‘ the attention of Goverr s foI‘ S ‘
views have not been asked for. Fig s o8 FEo§ L basity Sat e
5 Ln'rmcHuLns-—Q-S—Zl % time past. I ‘t re S e-f-%en’ neen =
~ Law (Epuoatron) DEPARTVENT. R PPaN-20¢ G | represented by individuals and sese
The amendments suggested by the Director of Public Instrnetmn may be Yk g . ‘ W 2 S E ‘ ciations competent to form an opi -
M o . i Sy R ' ]
2. With reference to the suggestions in paragraphs 2 and 3 supra, neeessaG’“ E e o - nion on ths subject that the mrel‘*
addmons have been made to the draft. R E : ' s e
BAV.-168.21." NX.-16-8-21 Yora e ¢ : o . .S8CUlAT cha I'“('tF‘I' of the mth(‘

. : , | imparted 1n\ﬂe-¢-e-1-nm-o-ﬂ;1n° ult’lti
C.R.—17-8-21. A 3 . L ha S ......
P.C.D.—17-8-21... A R IE @— M’, w s Zim stimla ted ten“anc ws anfav

i The draft is now for approval.

The draft as amended is all right. It may issue as a press communique. ' ‘ g — '
_ A. P. P[arro]—17-8-21. % : M
[6.0. No. 1184, Law (Education), dated 20th August 1921.] U
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Mon in schools ~— Press Co

mmuniqué jssued,

e

ttéi;from H. Smane, Esq., CB81,01E, Secret the . ’
. Department of {Educatio b 3 R Bo Goverament of India,

To—the Secretary to Govérnment of '\ adras, 1 :
Dated— Delki, the 19th March 0], " Home (Edusation) Department,
No.—437. :
With reference to the correspondence ending with vour letter No, 4
12th April 1920, T am directed to forward for iﬂforr);ation a oopy' 0154; datu:t:titohe
~ked and answer given in the Legislative q n

i

14. . -
2. In consonance with the repl iven to part (¢) of ¢ b Lo e £
before local Goyernments the vielzvg ;gf the (faven(i&e{itﬂ__:; %ﬁg’ﬁ";’ I am to place
religious and moral instruction in schools in I8din, . This nnnnoese
because-it has now been decided not to 1552 a resoliition on the '
order that the Ministers who are charged with the administration
be il possession of the conclusions to which, after the maturest cong T the
Central Government have arrived, §rE i o g R R .

5. The Government of India, so far as they are concerned, have no intent:
whatever, of receding from their attitude of lﬁmyﬁt mﬁgim);m’tmlg: az%ﬁ;u ég:
princi{{le that Government schools ought not to be used-as a means J T
igion at the expense of others. But they are of opinion that the er .
which hitherto has been placed on the introdaction of religi e oy
in publicly-managed sche 7 be removel. - Acsordingly, there would be no

objection to the withdrawal of the objections v ol 2t
, exist,in publiely-managed schools and colleges
ke (a) the utilization of school premises for relig:
(4) the utilization of teachers ef’ghq stituti

where they voluntarily undertake the wor F

is made,

~ - (¢) making religious teaching or obsorvaﬁw*dempuhmyfor thohsys Yh‘“

parents or guardians have expressed a wish that this should be done; :
(@) deducting the time spent by any boy on religions teaching or observanee
from the prescribed curriculum period, preferably at the beginning or the end of the

4. It will be observed that the poliey of the Government of Indi is
cautious one. It is calculated to remove the minor restrictions which :tfli)ares%n:

- "amper or are supposed to hamper the introduction of religious instruetion in publicly-

managed schools and thus to obliterate the impression, which is understood to exist
that Government i8 hostile to the encouragement of this form of instruction, g

desire to bind the Ministries of

eation to a definite line of action. They seek rather to remove restrictions which -

sibly are regarded as hampering the freedom of local Governments in this respect.
@ matter is one in which the local Governments can now adopt such line of action

i they think fit,
' ExcLosurE

Question asked by Mr. Makmood Schamnad Sakb Bahadur
on the 10th Mareh 1921,

(a) Isthe Government aware that the present system of education in Government sohools .

# now largely condemned as quite undesirable, being devoid of religious training ?
(%) Do the Government still hojd that it.is a%ainst their policy of religious neutrality to
wpart religious instructions in Government schools ¥ - :

. ’

1184, 20th A -

~ subject of the introdnetiqn of religious ‘instruction into Go“,mg::;otoizgﬁ g:’

fhe-metior ot
" DOW exXist, or are supposed to

ki 24

% .

Y
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2 Notes 1o G.0. No. 1184, Law (Esvoattox), 26ru Auveust 1921

Draft submitted.

WK 2757 22) C. RamManusa AcHARIYAR—27-7-21.

Public Instruction u.o. for opinion as to whether he accepts it.
P. C. Durr—29-7-21.

Orrice or THE DIRECTOR oF PuUBLIO InsTRUCTION.
U.0. Reply, No. 444, dated Ith August 1921,

I suggest the following alterations in the draft:— :
i, (J) In paragraph 1 delete ‘Government’ and imseré ¢ under public manage-
ment’ ;

(2) In paragraph 2 substitute  remove’ for < obliterate’ ;

~(3) In the same paragraph for ¢ They are accordingly disposed to grant the -
following general concessions, ete.,’ substitute * They are accordingly disposed to
consider the grant of the following general concessions, ete.’ ;

(4) In (b) delete, ‘ ete.’.

The utilization of the services of the teachers of the institutions for such
instruction has given rise to a great deal of controversy in other countries and if my
memory serves me right the Government of Bombay do not propose to utilize the
services of the teachers of the institutions for religious instruction. [ should therefore

-~ prefer the wording which I ‘have suggested, viz., that Government are disposed to
consider the grant of the following general concessions, rather than the wording of the

draft that Government are disposed 10 grant the following general concessions.
| 2. I . msider that the opinion of the headmasters’ association might also be
obtained on this matter. :
3. I might also suggest further that Government insert as paragraph 4 that

Government will be pleased to receive suggestions and criticisms from other publie
bodies or persons who are qualified by their experience in religious or educational
work to express an opinion. R, :

'_*. If this paragraph is inserted we will not have other persons or societies, for

: e‘xarﬁple, the Theosophical Society, Madras, complaining to Government that their

- views have not been asked for.
‘. ¢ Lirtrenarnes—9-8-21.

Law (EpucarioN) DEPARTMENT.
. The amendments suggested by the Director of Public Instruction may be
approved. £ : :
2. With referemce to the suggestions in paragraphs 2 and 3 supra, necessary

 additions have been made to the draft.

Iy

! E.A.V.-16-8-21.  N.K.—16-8-21.
_ The draft is now for approval.
/ ~ CR.—17-8-2L
P.C.D.—17-8-21..
The draft as amended i3 all right. It may issue as a press communique.
' A. P. P[arro]—17-8-21.

[G.0. No. 1184, Law: (Education), dated 20th August 1921.]

[t may perhaps be better to send the draft communique to the Director of =
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