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,'Gpvernmentfofjihdia,‘

%

33 1' Départment of Education,

(Bducation).
Simla, the /3 lay 1921,

Dr. Wali Mohammad, l.A,, il
' ”ASSistant secretary to the Government of Indig;
.4 . The BSecretary to thevGovernment of lMadras,

Home (sducation) Department.

-

I am directed to forward for the information of the
local Government - , a copy of the report wf?gxén by M,
H.BWetherill, I.E,S.; United Provinces, on the Aducational
Kinematograph Exhibition and Conference held in London from
the 12th to the 19th February 1921,

2, lVr., Wetherill attended this Conferemee as the re-

presentative of the Secretary of State for India,

I have the honour to be,
Dir;

Your most obedient servant,
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Repprt'dn'ﬂducatiénal Kinematograph xhibition & Conference

~ Royal Horticultural Hall,
Ecgﬁminster (Feb, 12th to 19th 1921).

The Kinematograph sxhibition had little educational interest.

There were a considerable number of stalls, in whichwere shown

|
i
i

L Ricture Palace accessories, I was unable to discover that any

<,rm had made a speciality of Kinematography for Schools or
bblleges.

I ascertained from the promoters that the sfducational Con-
ference was a sinzle sitting at 5 p.m. on Feb, 15th. At thks

meeting a number of speaskers assured their audience of the value

of the Xinematograph for Lducational purposes, but their remarks

were of a general nature and unconviricing, A few questions were

asked about expense provision of films, and the relative advant¥$ai

.~ of using existing picture valaces or special rooms in schools L

o for demonstration., TFrom the replies to these questions, it was

Ex" )obv1ous that Kinematography for schools is very much in the i

¥/ | experimental stage and that educational bodies hesitated to lay 8

ALs out money on such a luxury, e
The promoters of the exhibition treated us to some excellent

B LI

u L el  films. The first showed a river from source to mouth, but it
(%05 Jawis K i ;

seemed to me that t

P

H

he idea of movement was wrongly introduced as

‘there was little of it in the plcture itself, but the impression

of seenery as observed from a train was civen. A good set of

sh& es would have been more useful and less expensive for the

e

demonstratlon. The second film showed silk production and sec-

tions of it were excellent, in particular the one that demonse-

trated the movement of the caterpillar enveloping itself in self
spun silk,

Such films would be most valuable in the teaching of
natural history,

but I cannot think of a sufficient number of
processes, that could be treated with equal success,

sanction for the expenditure.

to guarantee

In the course of a short dlsou351on on the possibilities of

~ ‘the Kinematograph in schools, two 0entlemen from the audience b




finéhcial’lbss due to the‘dam

;ts value as anqanstrument of,educatlon_lost_some of its point

. when he fémarkéd that another feature of his school was a toy

L gifrailway run by electricity, .
| ‘. 1 have addressed the Secretdry of the uxhibition and have |

 ; asked him to supply me with 1nformat10n on the following points

(a) the cost of installation and the provision of films.

.(b) the likelihood of finding expert workmen in India as
operators and repairers,

(¢) the exﬁ?t to which the Kinematograph has been adopted
educational institutions in Western Countries.

(d) the precautions necessary against accidents.

So far I have not had any reply to my letter. Knowing the con

tions in India I cannot ‘recommend the adontion of the Kinematog

—
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in the schools of that country,.unfll evhaustlve and successful

P L ; § . yie
experiments have been made elsewhere. uven if the hlnematogra.w

were definitely found to be as valuable an instrument of instru
tion as its advocates declare, expenditure on such luxurious

apparatus would be inadvisable at the present when there are st

important calls upon the public purse as the urgent necessity f

'imprbvemeht of teachers salaries, the need for better hygienic

X 'hc?.ltlons for more carefu]zlmedlcd instruction, for the higher
S -J«.. ;

';educatlon of teachers etao

4

If at some future time funds were

‘”available great cities w1th'central schools might estiblish Ki

theatres for groups of Schools ‘but I cannot foresee the intro
tian of the Kinematograph 1nto smaller cities, where there is

electrlc 1nsta11at10n.
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