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NOTES CONNECTED WITH RESOLUTION ON MATTERS OF
GENERATL PUBLIC INTEREST. :

[Fox the mosting of the 17th August 1920.]

o ) [SuBircT.— A4 Government instsbition for the blind, the deaf and the dumb. ]

The Hon’ble Mr. P. Stva Rao:—

XXTIT. This Counerl recommends to His Ewcellency the Governor in. Couneil
that an institulion for the education and advancement of the blind and the deaf and the
dumb may be opencd by the Government in some suituble place in this Presidency.

Houe (Epucarion) DEPARTMENT.

i The above resolution s practically the same as that which the Additional
Member proposed to move af the last meeting but was not actually moved. The
attitude to be taken by Government in regard fo the resolution has already been
indicated by the Honourable Member. Tt does not appear to be necessary to send the
file fo the Director of Public Instruction (w.0.) now for reinarks. - It may be submitted
to the Honourable Member.

SK.—29-7-20. N.K.—29-7-20.

C. Rauanusa Acwarivar—29-7-20.
R. Ramacmanpra Rao—30-7-20.

I presume this vesolution is one of the large number which Mr. Siva Rao
Jettisoned af the July meeting. The change in wording is immaterial and the orders
regarding charge of resolution and attifude fo be taken up remain fhe same, except that

- thé Director of Public Instruction may think it advisable also to vefer in his reply to
! Jthe recent G 0. No. 832; dated 20th July 1920, regarding certificates for competency
in the case of feachers in schools for defective children, and fo any communiqué based
on thal Government order which the Publicify Officer may issue. e

L. D[ avipson]—31-7-20.
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NOTES CONNECTED WITH RESOLUTION ON MATTERS OF
GENERAL PUBLIC INTEREST.

[For the meeting of tha 13¢h July 1920]

SuBIRCT.— Opening of an mshitution for the education of the blind and the
pening
o, deaf and dumb.]

~ The Hon’ble Mr, P. Srva Rao:—

XX XIT= This Council recommends to His Ezeellency the Governor in Couneil that
G an institution for the edueation and advancement of (e blind and the deaf and the dumb
may be opened in some suitable place in this Presidency.

Hong (Evvoarroy) DEepArTUENT,

The Additional Member apparently desires that a Government institution for the
education of the blind and the deaf and dumb shoulq be established in this Presidency.
There are. already well-conducted schools for defective children which are under

e mission management and are aided by Government, The strength of these sehools on

ﬁL* A the 31st March 1919 is noted below :—

& /7 A Boys.  Girls,
i 3 o) OILS. Blind Boys’ school, Palamaottah

ord el & , @ity . i } 127 103

"'{V’/‘ & Deaf and Dumb sohool, Palameottah s

f ‘ 5 5% [ylapore > 1 8E

Blind school, Rentachintala 8 10

! Total ...". 1a8 130

O Al

283

The total amounts of grant paid by Government in respect of these schools during
the four years ending 1918-19 were as follows —

BS.

Qoglbigi i e v oy

119[6-17 e S

i S e e
TolGalae s

1918-19 20,992

According to the census of 1911 the total population of the blind and the deaf
mutes in this Presidency was 33,982 and 32,490 (total 66,472), The number af;
/ sehool (283) is comparatively small. P
X o The question of taking special measures for the spread of education among

1916. While not precluding the institution of Government schqols where this ig
thought advisable, that Government: stated * that sehoqls for defectives are a form of
effort peculiarly suitable for charitable agencies of a private character ang that the

schools ” (paragraph 2, Ppage 2 of G.0. No. 201, dated 17th February 1917).

. "The Director of Public Instruction was thereupon asked to report on the several
suggestions made by the Government of India. His reply showed that the main
difficulties in the way of the expansion of education of defective children were (1) the
reluctance of parents to send such children to schools and (2) the absence of the
necessary staff of teachers qualified to teach them (paragraphs 3 and 7 of the Director
of Public Instruction’s letter on page 3 of G.0. No. 201, dated 17¢h February 1917).

3. This Government agreed with the Government of India i{l the view thgt |
support from Provincial funds should ordina?ily take the form of assistance to private i
or board schools in preference to the establishment of Government schools, They
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also approved fhe proposals of the Director of Public Instruction for providing addi-
tional facilities for defective children joining the schools at Palameottah and for the
training of teachers for schools intended for such children. ’!‘_119\1“95_1;994 to ineur an
additional expenditure of Rs. 10,000 per annum on the fmo\v1ng items (G.O-
@DNO. 1494, dated 26th November 1917) :—
Y. O.M.S. Schools for the Blind, Palameottah—

(1) Grant of travelling allowance to forty poor

2) Boarding charges for twenty hoys and twenty

boy and Rs. 7 for each girl. e @
(3) Remuneration fo the school authorities towards the traiing of two male ™

teachers at Rs. 12 per mensem for each teacher and one female teacher at Rs. 8 per

lensen.

children joining the schools.
girls at Rs. 8 for each

(4) Stipends for three teachers under training at Rs: 15 per mensem for each.
11. Deaf and Dumb Selool, Palamcottah—
(1) Salary of an Huglish teacher at Rs. 130 per mensex. )
(2) Six scholarships for teachers undergoing training, three at Rs. 20 per
mensem each and three at Rs. 15 each.
(3) Grant of travelling allowance to
(4) Boarding charges for twenty boys an
for each boy and Rs. 7 for each girl.
Thus, the Government, have sanctioned a liberal :
o what extent exactly this scheme has been given effect to we have
no information. But from figures in paragraph 1 supra if will be seen that there has
heen a large increase in the expenditure in 1918-19 and this s _probably _aecounted
by the scheme having been brought into operation. The Public Instruction report
f for 1918219 shows that a class for training teachers has heen opened mAPalamcottAah.
It more schools of the type af Palamcotfah are established by private bodies,
flieir applications for aid from Provineial funds will no doubt be sympathetically

forty poor children joining the schiool.
d twenty girls af Rs. 8 per mensem

1 scheme of aid for the sehools at

Palamcottah.

considered.

“L In December last an article was published in the Madras Mail uwrging the
ostablishment of a Government model school for the blind staffed by English
experts. It was also stafed that an English expert had been appointed to come out

and organize a lavge technical schoBT"f%;“the Dblind at Rangoon. The Director of
Public Instruction was then asked whether the expert should be asked to visit this
Presidency and offer suggestions for the improvement of the education of the blind.
The Director is still in correspondence witi the Principal of the School for the Blind
at Palamoottal regarding the visit of the experf and has promised to send a reply next

month.
5. The file may he sent to the Director of Public Instraction u.o. for remarks.

S.K.—29-6-20. N.K.—30-6-20. C. Ramanvia AcHARTYAR—30-6-20.
I helieve that there are other schools also, but probably not aided. v
The American Baptist Mission is maintaining a school for the blind at Nellore. /%
See also a letter on the subject ou page 8 of the Madras Mail, June 29 copy-. 4

R. RamacHANDRA Rao—1-7-20.
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R. Lirrierarses—7-7-20.
: Hour (Ep
. : UCATION) DrpARTMENT.
P ;E‘)Ityllllettf‘el f()rl ordelrjs as to who should take charge of the resc?lutinn andr o f
Ply may be as suggested by the Director of Public Instruction abotz -
C. RAMANUJA ACHARIYAR—T-7-20.
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R. Ramaoranora Rao—7-7-20.
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Extract from the Proceedings of an Adjourned Meeting of the Council of the
Governor of Fort St. George assembled for the purpose of making Laws.
and Regulations under the provisions of the Act of Parliament, 5 & 6
Geo. V, Ch. 61,

The Couneil re-assembled at the Victoria' Buildings, Egmore, at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, the
18th day of August 1920.

RESOLUTION R£ A GOVERNMENT INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND, THE
DEAF AND THE DUMB.

The Hon’ble Mr. P. Siva Rao :— Your Hxcellency, I have the honour tomove the reso-
lution which stands as follows :—-

¢ XIII. This Council recommends to His Excellency the Governor in
Council that an institution for the education and advancement of the blind and
the deaf and the dumb may be opened by the Government in some suitable place
in this Presidency.”

Your Excsllenoy, T need not dilate further upon this resolution. The object is bound to
command the sympathy of Government. The Government have been doing their utmost
for the ameliovation of the condition of the depressed classes, but if I may say so, the
blind and the deaf and the dumb are Nature’s ¢ depressed classes.” It is, I think, the impera-
tive duty of the State to educate them and advance them in life and make them useful citizens.
T¢ the Government do not take steps to ameliorate their condition, improve their life and
malke them useful citizens, able to earn their own livelilood, there will be so much loss fo the
community. If they are trained well, they will all be such an useful asset to the State. The
only objection that can be brought forward to this resolution is this. Already they have some
voluntary associations or sacieties who have been doi_ug thit{ work, Itisa fz}ct that the State
has not been maintaining any such institutions in this Presidency. Some philanthropic associa-
tions and some missionary societies have been doing this work. Why should nof the State
andertake this work diveot ? The State will render all the help it can towards giving grants
for those who have already been working in the field.

« And to this my best reply would be by quoting au extract from the Reporf of the Royal
Commission on the Blind, deaf and dumb, appointed in 1885 in England—

¢ Foar has been oxpressed that if education of these afflicted classes bo nndertaken by
the State, the effect might be to diminish that generous benevolence wluph has already done so
much for them in this country. When it is remembered how much remains to be done for them
it is obvious that, even were such aid given, there will still be room for the action of private
benevolence which experience shows t0 be often stimulated rather than discouraged by State
aid, when judiciously given.’

& nee of the recommendation of the Report of the Royal Commission‘ the State
nndcltg]o:kp': l:i‘;iet responsibility in the matter and I may also draw the attention of the
Fonourable Members to the fact that the Government of India in their circular letter N]o, 219,
e/ dated Simla, the 26th July 1916, stated that they ¢ desired to commend the snggestions (fov the
~ improvement of these imbeciles) for the consideration of the Liocal Governments and for suc)}
support from local resources as may be possible when nol:mal financial conditions are restored.
T also ascortained that the Government of Madras considered the matter, but I do not know
what their decision was

¢ Tn short, Your Excellency,
o Blb‘l% 1vsn:ll brine the blind by a way that they know not. I will lead them in paths that
they have not kuov?n; T will make darkness light before them and crooked things straight ’.” .

The Hon’ble Mr. K. VENKATAPPAYYA PantoLv :—* Your Excellency, o1 second this
resolution and wish to add that, so far as T know, there is only one 1'n.stltut10n in Pulaqwot:,(:ah
where the deaf and dumb are given some instraction; 1 do not know if there are other institu-
tions, but so far as I know in the patt of the country from which T come, there arc no such
institutions. It is the duty of the Government not only to give grants to these ,\_psmtublons but
also to start them themselves. With these fow remarks I second this resolution.

The Hon’ble Mr. M. D. DEvaposs : —* 1 have no idea of opposing this resolution. But
when T heard the Hon’ble Mr, Venkatappayya say that he was aware of only one institution in
the whole of this Presidency, T thought 1 might inform him as well as the Council of the facts.
Tn Palamcottah there are two institutions, one for tl}e deaf and dum_b and the other for the
blind. There is alsa another institution in St. Thomé under very efficient management for the:

what T want to be done to this class of puople as stated in
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o . RESOLUTION RE A GOVERNMENT INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND,
Y\" ; THE DEAF AND THE DUMB. :

(Mr. Devadoss ; Mr. Subba Rao ; Mr. Davidsorn.)  [18ra Aveusr 1920.

, dea mb, These institutions-have been carrying.on very good work for years past and
H ‘éet;\vfazﬁei? are giving them an ammunal grant, So far as 8t. Thomé institution is concerned, ﬁ:
| isrun on caste lines. Caste boysand girls ‘are given separate food and they are gn;:nha
| facilities for observing their‘casterules strictly. As regards the institutions at Palnmlclotta ‘bmc;y
were started 25 years ago, but T have not got the figure at present. People from a ovex]l uz
| ‘Presidency go there. ‘I'here is no doubt .these two institutions are really doing ver_yt egcet'en
! work and have fully justified their existence. - If Government could have one or more ins 3tl§1-'
tions it would really be helpful. But T would suggest that the existing institutions may
better patronized than they are now. ¢
if theypwill only take the ti’oub]e t0 send afflicted persons to be taken care of. ”

The Hon’ble Rao Bahadur N. Sussa Rao:— * This resolution ?nyolves a question of
E(}mlioy whether the Government will allow only private enterprise and missionary hodies to run
these institutions by giving them grants or whether if will be the policy of Govaru{nint to l‘l};ﬂ
a fow model institutions of this kind. I submit, Your Excellency, that I should think that t! (;
policy of the Government ought to be not only to have some institutions of their own as tnc.de
ones but also by providing grants and other facilities foster private and missionary enterprise.
T know for myself, being one of the subscribers to the Palamcottah institution thati it 11? cer-
| tainly doing very good work., But there is one drawback which I point out to Your Excellency
\and that is, that there is rightly or wrongly among the Hindu and Muhammadan population 1a
fear that if they send their ohildren and relations afflicted with these troubles to these schools
' the next step would be proselytising them. As a matter of fact I can say without fear of con-
? tradichion E%at Tore than 7b_percent of the uOD—Chl:lsﬁl@U pl}pxls of these u{shtntlous hqxe
imnn@m;se_fmiheh institutions is not only to give them‘budlly
\relief but also spiritual relief and they are perfectly right in making them to join their fold
T will only say that such iustitutions ghould be eneoumged‘ imd, given grants but my reason for
supporting this resolution is that the State also should consider if, their ‘hom)],dsn duty to help in
such matters and one way of helping is by establishing such an institution.

The Hon’ble Mr. L. Davroson:— T am afraid I cannot follow the Honourable Mover
back so far as the year 1885, for my study of this question has heen‘ confined to more modern
times. You will find a description of the existing arrangements for the education of dea:f,
dumb and blind in India in Chapter XVIII of the Quinquennial Review on Education in India
during the period 1907-1912. That section of the review formed the basis of the circular sent,
out by the Government of Indiain July 19186, to which Mr. Siva Rao has referred. I wish,
Sir, that he had followed up his quotation by reading the next sentence.  If he had done 50, a
great deal of the discussion on the question of policy would have become unnecessary. His
guotation ran as follows:—* The Government of India desire to commeénd these suggestions for
the consideration of the Local Governments and for such support from local resources as may be
possible when normal financial conditions are vestored.” Now the nexf sentence continues :—
“While not precluding the institution of Government schools, where this is thought advisable,
they consider that schools for defeotives are a form of effort peculiarly suitable for charitable

| agencies of a private character aud that the support of Government should ordinarily take the

| form of assistance to private or board schools.” That is the policy which the Government
of India generally commended to Liocal Governments in 1916, and which the Madras

| Government of the day accepted. I will now, Sir, proceed to state what action has been
taken in pursuance of this policy.

“The Hon’ble Mr. P. Siva Rao said that he did not know what the Government of

Madras had done. I presume that the ecircular letter of the Government of India cam h3
1o his notice through G.0. No. 201, Education, dated 17th February 1917, because that order

was placed on the Editors’ Table and mustin the ordinary: course have been supplied to
him, That order shows what the intentions of the Government in the matter were. The
chief difficulties in regard to expansion of education of this unfortanate class of defective
children were, it was stated, the reluctance of parents to send such children to school and still
more the absence of an adequate staff of competent teachers. Proposals were called for from the
Director of Public Instruction on the subject and when they were received a few months
later in a detailed form the Government of Madras samctioned a sum of slightly over
Rs. 10,000 in order to improve the facilities then existing. Most of this was in con-
nexion with ‘the C.M.S, schools for the blind and the deaf and dumb at Palamcottah, which
according to our latest figures provide for between 200 and 300 children. They represent
probably the largest schools of the kind in the Presidency and I can personally testify from my
experience of a decade or more ago to the admirable management of Miss Askwith, Now,
betore this order sanctioning additional expenditure was passed, the total subvention in the
shape of grants in aid from Provineial funds was only between seven and eight thousand rupees.
This sum was increased by the year 1918-19 to Rs 21,000 and in that year with the aid of.
the additional subvention a special class for the training of teachers was opened at Palamcottah,
This wag an_important development hecanse the great difficulty in establishing schools for the
deaf and dumb and the blind, is the want of teachers trained to impart education to them and

People from all parts of the Presidency are welcome theré ¢

RESOLUTION RE A GOVEENMENT INSTITUTION FOR THE B
THE DEAF AND THE DUMB, e

18 Avevsr 1920.] (Mr. Davidson ; Mr. Siva Rao).

in this country there are very few persons com £ ish. bk ini
] i Iy | petent, to furnish-that training. The Di
Pluzaléc %nit_x uction tells us that the first batch of teachers began their trnir:irlllkg in 19618 :‘;egtggn;)_f
Eﬁen: i; K;ii{ie:rfavllngtspegt I:rarl{) wo years over the process,» They came up for examin-
ay last. On the Director’s suggestion, a special board ; ladi
who oceupy the position of specialists in the mattor i S e
] e ted to examine and test th

teachers and T am glad to say that in the first cvamiwas'&Ppnm Heds s

h nd he fi xamination 9 out of 10 candidat i {
Pﬁsﬁ{ﬂgﬁ The Madras Government having just approved this method of }a"r’iiugixie: ;;?z;idgfa;? 1
tgrl cates of compotency to teaeh the deaf and dumb and the blind havebeonsﬁtuted G
o9 regular basis in an order dated so recently as 20th July 1920
cated to the Publicity Officer. Possibly owing to the difficulties
copies of that order have not yet gone wider afield
it In the press. The foard of Examiners who dealt with the case of the firsh hatch of candi-

. In regard to special
b T : 1 for som 2 1
to receive assistance from an expert, Mr, Tloyd, who was trained in Hens\mw’es %ﬁl:({]::ypisﬂua%
%lﬂnchesﬁ‘;c.r, .and has recently been brought out to Burma in order to carry on the work of the

urma Mission to the Blind. We hoped that Mr. Lloyd would be able to come to Madras and
advise us personally as to methods of work, but unfortunately as we have heard last week his
hands are more than full with his work in Burma. So there is no likelihood of his visitin,
Madras. M. Lloyd is however willing fo render every possible assistance by post, and it is t.h%
intention of the Director of Public Instruction to take advantago of that offer. :

Now it is the difficulty of securing qualified teachers which stands most i v |
establishment of a model school. As a matter of fact we should find it exceadlilx‘x‘ﬁ]l:;'e Ziﬁ(’}icc:flctzs
equip and staff any such school and so far from furnishing a modsl for other institutions, T think
we should probably find Miss Askwith’s school at Palamcottah a model for ours It is ot a
case of Government setting an example. 2

“T do nob propose to follow the Hon’ble Mr. Subba Rao into the question of the hesitat:
of parents to send their children to schools because of fear that pmselgbisinﬂ efforhsb xﬁzs;b::g,’
them to stray from their ancestral religion, T recognize that such a fear Dmav exist but the
answer of the Government must be this, that as they give liberal grants in aid to schools
established by the Church Missionary Saciety, so they are equally ready to give ample subven-
tions to schools for these defectives started by any ‘other religious community, The Church
Missionary Society established these particular schools at Palamcottah many years ago: They
were in full swing when I was Collector of Tinnevelly in 1909 and set an admiratle example.
The position of Government therefore is thati as at present: advised they do not contemplate the
establishment of any school of their own but will be quite read y_to give assistance in.the most |
li'F_e'ral fashion to any private agency which™ follows the example of the schools at Palamcottah, i
~F'may say, Sir, Jjust'one word in conclusion. The arrangementfs that we are now making for the :
institution of a medical service of inspection in schools should in the natural course of events be
followed by increased attention to the case of defective children, T believe I am right in saying

' that past history in this matter in England shows that the attention given to special sehools

for defectives was vastly stimulated by the introduction and expansion of the system of medical
inspection in schools of all classes.”

The Hon’ble Mr. P. Stva Rao :—% Your Excellency, I may also say that the philanthrodic
institutions are all doing excellent work. That does not mean that there is no need for a State
8¢ 8o early as 1885 they recognized the need for such institutions. Merely because
ph¥athropic institutions exist, it is no reason for dispensing with State schools. The Honour-
able Member in charge was mentioning the difficulties of getting teachers.” I quite agree with
it. So far as I understood, there is a first-class training school in Caleutta and the Mysore State
also trains teachers for this purpose. I quite realize the difficulty of getting trained men, which
is somewhat a special one. It is because of that difficalty I recommend to the Government that
they should start some institution of their own to supply this need. If it is ditlicult even for
the Government to secure qualified teachers, how much more difficult it should be for private
institutions to secure trained teachers. Anyhow a case is made out for a model school. The
Honourable Member in charge accepts this and if with all their resources the Government
cannot undertake to get trained teachers, it isimpossible to got them anywhere else. As regards
the philanthropic societies they are only missionary institutions. The Hon’ble Mr. Subba Rao
has referred to the reluctance of parents tosend their children to such institutions for fear of pro-
selytization. Whether the fear is well-founded or ill-founded, it is a fact. The Honourable
Member in Charge also has referred to the reluctance of parents to send their children. Reluc-!
tance is due to the reason that no other philanthropic societies have come forward. No doubt the
Government say, let other bodies start it. We are willing to help them.” We should take
thingsas they are.  Are there any other philanthropiec societies ready or willing to come for-
ward {o take up this work ? Why should not the State start a model school and man it with
efficient teachers and give most up-to-date training as is done in England to these olasses. The

.
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i RESOLUTION RE A GOVERNMENT INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND,
THE. DEAF AND THE DUMB.

(Mr. Siva Rao ; Mr. Davidson.) [18mm Aveusr 1920.

policy laid down in England may be followed in this country as well. It was never the inten-
$ion of the Government of India to restrict the hands of the Liooal Government but they referred
the suggestions for the consideration of the Tocal Government and' they said We do not
preclude them from starting institutions of their own and wherever if is possible if must be
largely entrusted to private institutions:’ The Liocal Governments were allowed a wide latitude
in the matter to pursue their own polioy as local conditions warranted. In any view, Your
Excellenoy, I desire to press the resolution as there is need for at least one State model school
in this Presidency.” T : / C}
The Hon’ble Mr. L. Davrpsox :—¢ Your Hxcellency, I have only one or two words to s
T recognise fully that the Liocal Government has discretion to start State schools, but it
agrees with the Gtovernment of India in considering that the support of Government should
ordinarily take the form of assistance to private or board schools and as at present adyised it is
not prepared to embark on the ostablishment of even one State school. The dificulty of
securing trained teachers is already in some degree being mot by the arrangement under which
the Government have subsidised the training of teachersin the two principal sehools in the
L Presidency, but this is a slow process. As regards the establishment of a model school for the
blind I should in any case certainly wish our Director of ‘Public Instruction fixst to receive the
advice of Mr. Lloyd who is now engaged in work connected with the-education of sach children
in Burma. At present, we have really not got the ‘material to establish Btate sohools.”

The resolution was put to the vote and lost..

e NNy u'

F. J. RICHARDS,
Acting Secretary to Govt., L. & M. (Legislative) Dept.
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