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Edited by Dr. J. A. MONTGOMERY,
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For a true understanding of the spirit and history of the great religions
of the past and present it would be difficult to find a better book than
this. The general reader with interest in religions, the ecclesiastic,
and the more serious student will find it a most authoritative, stimu-
lating and readable one-volume treatment of those religions which
have influenced the world’s history.

In reading the volume we feel that the authors aim at the truth that
the religion of a race is its highest cultural expression. The ideals,
the history and the significance in modern life of certain great religions
are presented with simplicity, directness and accuracy. Each man
sets forth his subject according to his own ideas of matter and pro-
portion—the result is the spontaneous, stimulating quality of each
chapter and the authoritative nature of the whole.

War is bringing home the human need of ideas and buttressed faiths.
Suffering, sacrifice, and familiarity with death stimulate thought con-
cerning aspects of life termed religious. The deeper spirituality
among the people of the battling countries is attested by a seekixg, of
support from the organized churches and by the strivings fof truth
by isolated individuals through the maze of clashing ideals.

If. we may judge from reading and lecture circles, library circulation
and magazine material, the interest in the history and development
of religions is particularly powerful in America. Any individual who
desires to obtain an authoritative, lucid presentation of the religions
which have played and are playing an important part in the thought
of the world should read this book.

/*'"

\E, , )
The Wstory of religions 2/(1,1e history of man’s endeavor to find
satisfacgory spiritual truth. As a study of the military wisdom of
ancillt leaders is by no means despised by the modern soldier, so
the spiritual findings of our direct and collateral ancestors serve a
valuable purpose in the religious life of our day.

THE CONTRIBUTORS

MORRIS JASTROW, JR., PH.D., LL.D. is Professor of Semitic Languages
in the University of Pennsylvania. He is a member of the American
Philosophical Society, one-time President of the American Oriental Society,
etc. He has written numerous books dealing with the History of Religions
in the Ancient East. Among these the best known are The Religion of
Babylonia and Assyria, 1898, which appeared in an enlarged German
edition, in three volumes, with an atlas of illustrations, in 1912; and Civiliza-
tion of Babylonia and Assyria, published by the J. B. Lippincott Company
in 1915. He is also the editor of a series of handbooks on the History of
Religions of which five volumes have been issued.

FRANKLIN EDGERTON, PH.D. j5 Assistant Professor of Sanskrit in the
University of Pennsylvania. Heis Corresponding Secretary of the American
Oriental Society and President of the Philadelphia Oriental Club. He is
author of numerous articles on Indian literature and Sanskrit philology
and has in press a book entitled Vikrama’s Adventures, a Sanskrit story
cycle (Harvard Oriental Series, 2 volumes).

GEORGE DEPUE HADZSITS, A.M., PH.D. js Assistant Professor of
Latin in the University of Pennsylvania. He is the author of many recent
articles on the Roman Religion and has made special study of Epicureanism.

ARBHUR C. HOWLAND, PH.D. is Professor of Medizval History in the
Univer)ity of Pennsylvania. He has made special study of the legal insti-
tutions Yf the Middle Ages and is the author of numerous articles on this
and other medizval subjects.

WALTER WOODBURN HYDE, A.M., PH.D. is Assistant Professor of
Greek in the University of Pennsylvania. He has travelled extensively in
Eastern Europe and the Mediterranean lands, especially Greece. He has
published many treatises on Greek Archeology, Literature, Geography,
Religion and Legal Antiquities, and is author of a work, De Olympionicarum
Statuzis.



AMANDUS JOHNSON, A.M,, PH. D. j#”Assistant Professor in G
and Scandinavian Languages in-the University of Pennsylvania.{ He has
in preparation a volume on Teutonic Religion (the publication f Jhich
is delayed by the War) and’ another on Longfellow and his Scandinavian
studies. He has published three: volumes on the Swedes in America and

made studies of the Hlstory and Rehglon of the Delaware Indians.
R

in the University of Pennsylvama Among his courses he lectures on the

languages and religion of the ancient Persians. In addition to many

philological papers, he has in press a long article, Studies in old Persian

Inscriptions, and has translated and arranged a volume of Stories from the
- Far East, 1913.

JAMES A. MONTGOMERY, PH.D., S.T.D. is Professor of Hebrew and
Aramaic in the University of Pennsylvama and Professor of the Old Testa-
ment in the Protestant Episcopal Divinity School, Philadelphia. He is an
Editor of the Journal of the American Oriental Society and one-time Editor
of the Journal of Biblical Literature. In addition to minor articles he has
published The Samaritans, The Earliest Jewish Sect, 1907, and Aramaic
Incantation Texts, 1913.

W. MAX MULLER, PH.D. is assistant Professor of Egyptology in the
University of Pennsylvania. Besides many articles in journals he is the
author of several books, among which may be named Asien und Europa,
1893, a work of international reputation, and is producing a series of
Egyptological researches for the Carnegie Institution. He has several times
visited the Orient in the interest of his science. He has in preparation a
volume on the Mythology of the Egyptians.

WILLIAM ROMAINE NEWBOLD, PH.D. is Adam Seybert Professor of
Philosophy in the University of Pennsylvania. He is a member of the
American Philosophical Society, one-time Dean of the Graduate
of the University of Pennsylvania, etc. He is author of numerou k';t.lcles
on hypnotism, automatic processes, and sundry problems in the
Greek and Christian thought and has in preparation a volume on Valentin-
ianism, in the Bohlen Lecture Series.

FRANK G. SPECK, A.M., PH.D. is Assistant Professor of Anthropology
in the University of Pennsylvania. He has done extensive field work among
the Indian tribes of Indian Territory, Oklahoma, Maine and Canada and

| is author of many books and artlcles dealing principally with the American
Indian. ~
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ROLAND G. KENT, A.M;, PH.D. is Professor of Comparative Philology -
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