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memorial -from Mr . ,K,V,Srinivass £ r, High Court

mbatore to His Excellency the Governor of ladras regarding

the non-promotion of his son in the ;ore College, Coimbatore,

\:,3(: b\ ;" & lﬁ

e s

Feom (@tc&me |

(@wi%wa%ow) i

Fo She §ecm’c_amy to the Sovernment of Nadzas,

Home (Educa i Department.

8 °

the honour to submit a me: 1 from
¥r,K.,V.,Srinivasa A; High Coui Vaki] oimbatore
dated 21lst July 1919 irding the detention of his son
in the sam 3 in the ege at mbatore to

in originel of the Principal of the

colleée threreon, o,.106/19 dated 29-7-1919.,

s In Junc ast I received a letter from the:
Hon,lMr,B,V,Narasimha Ayyar , member of the Legislative
Council, Madras asking me to look into the case
non=-promotion of this boy. When I visited

at the beginning of Julj discussed the promotions

with




SO
” with tne Pr1n01§a1 01 the coliege ana considered it inadvisable to z
interfere with his ulscretlon dltxough I advised him to recon31der
all his promotlon listaand to make sure Qh;;wggwgﬁzygas detained who
mlght with profit {gA;;mself be promoted. I consider that it would
be subversive of true educational methods gnd ideals if the discretion To : |
of thé Prinéipal is fo be called in queétion in a matter which per- HIS EXCELIENCY THE GOVERNOR OF MADRAS,IN COUNCIL,
a-tains golely and entirely to the internal managément and discipline FORT SAINT GEORGE, MADRAS. ?
of the institution/except in a case where some glaring injusﬁicej’ad 1 f»7 | i. e Thro"
been done and I am not convinced that the present case 1s covered
by the exception. THE SECRETARY,
HOME DEPARTMENT.
i v due oGt b8 | FORT SAINT GHORGE, M A DR A S, 1
L Sir, 4
? : l Your most obedient servant, 4&?» THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, i

MADRAS, i

May it please your Excellency,

Director

The humble memérial of M. Re Ry.,

Kis Ve Srinivasa Iyer, High- Court Vakil, The Nest, Jail Road,
Coimbatore, most respectfully showethst--

i T That the son of Your Exoellency s petitioner, K.M.Manl,k
aged about 11 years, of the 5th Class, College Branch, Coimbatore,

has obtained very good marks in the Annual Examination of his

class held in April last. His marks being 54% in English, 39% in

. Vernacular, 53% in Mathametics, 42% in History, and 477 in Ceneral
knowledge. Though he has obtained 1st class marks in all the
subjeots, yet he is kept back and not promoted to the First Form
as<hé should have been.

- II. The Principal of the College, Nr. K. S. Vaithyanatha

Aiyar, M. A., L.Te., told him that, as a general principle the

' Quarter-yearly, half-yearly and Final Examination Marks were all

‘added together this year and the average taken into consideration EJ
i

His marks in English, Viz., 48, it will be observed, is more than

--my son's average has, consequently, fallen below the class avera?
0

the class average of '46'. On this principle, even the boy who




'examinations.' During the quarterly examination, the iad has doné»

very“well, eXcept in Mathametics. The marks arg——English 77 ouﬁ.o

150 (over 50%), Vernacular 69 out of 150, History 25 out of 50,

S

Ceneral Knowledge 36 out of 100 and nothing in Mathemetics. In

A e -._,_‘.,.___L.,..,.-—_gcn—»/

the Half-yearly examination, he has not done We11,.as he was un-'

well and had to undergo an operation. His case was even qausing

S

aﬁxiety for a day. His marks are-- English 60 out of 150, Verna-

cular 15 out of 150 (beginning of illness), Mathametics, absent

with 1eave'(borne out by School record, the day following opera-

tion), History 18 out of 100, General Knowledge 30 out of 100.

It will be observed that in Half-yearly but for his illness the

boy would have done his bit. He had steadily maintained his

strength «in English throughout. He has distinctly shown good im-

provement in all subjects a‘this Annual Examination marks stated

above will show. It should also be observed that, the Annual

Examination covers the entire course of study for theé year in

his classe.

ETT, What‘higher étandard of effeciency can reasonab1§ be

expected from boys of 10, than over B0% in English over 59% in

Mathametics and over 40% in the rest of the subjects?

IV. The Head Master of the School, as usual, passed my son

for promotion to the First Form, as evidenced by school result-list
But the Principal intervened and revised the list i
in adopting the principle of average and moderation. This in the 4

case of children and the lowest classes!

¥

Ve That this method of 'Average' and 'lModeration', was

adopted in this school for the first time in its histor&

R R—
-

not adopted in any other school in this tewn, nor perhaps, in any
’ Should :
other place. th‘pupils in this school alone shewld be descrimi-
nated against?
VI. The old method of promotion, on the streangth of the

Annual Examination, has not proved bad, as the results of the




“the g5 S. L. C Examinatlon of thlS school will show, 50% has

passed in this school as against 20% of the Pr981dency.

VIT. The method of average and moderation is intended I

Believe, to help those boys who had falled to secure gpod marks'

in the ¥inal Examination and who could be helped by a reference

o to the intermediate examination marks. The process adopted in

2 my son's case is exactly the reverse.

VIII. It is to be noted that is hardly fair to'diseourage aﬁd

disheaften‘promising young boys. These boys are not even in

'"Forms' but only in what are known as classes or standards. Why

be hard on these chilidren?

IX. I made & representation to the Inspector of Schools who _‘1

referred the matter to the Prlnclpal of the College. The latter

refused to reconsider and alter his decission. Then I appealed

to the Director of Public Instruction, who in his D.0. No.141 of

the‘llth instant, simply sa&s that he had looked into the ﬁatter

when he was recently in Coimbatore.

X. That your petitioner further begs to submit that, there

‘1s still room for his son in the First Form. But if there be no

A

room, the boy may be given a certificate making him eligible for”,

admission into the higher class than the one he is now:eny other

school where he can find room. It is also submitted that, there

is no such, thing as 'Tern' for boys below the 4th Form; that

i
¥ the petitioner will give such help, at home, to his son so as to

2 keep pace with the lessehs that might have already been done in _ﬁ;

the lst Zorm which (lessons) he understands have been very little.

XTI, If Your Excellency's Government will agree with the

petitioner's view that, the principle adopted for promotion pur- -

poses, for the first time in the 1ife of this school and which has
evidently caused great hardship to several children (16 4n number)le:
like my son, - the petitioner most humbly prays that Your Excellency

: f

will be graciously pleased to issue proceedings that the prinoiple




The”petitionér most humbly prays for an early re915. *

Jail Road, Coimbatore, |
Q1mehn, July 1919.

The petitioner beg to.remaiﬁ;

May it please Your Exoellenoy,

Petitioner.




Unggiam 0 o o i 8
The Coimbatore College | ,  (sd)r.5.Va 1thinaths Iyer
le-6-19, s L Prinoipal. A

iroctor of Puclic Instruction, _ ‘ '

i Qi ’ Ootacamund, R
/. v _‘ & /) ~ A ; i ‘ ‘ .

o ¢

’

Q;fﬂ ; xn.connection with the promotion of boys to higher classe eg

this year the Coimbatore College authdrities have adopted the novel

principa& of moderatlng ths marks of students and havo added Inter-

mediate exa.min&tion marks a.nd final examination marks and str% the

.average ir all the cases alike, and have consequently kept back a

.,

fow boyo of' the Eiamsnxaxs lower Secondary department who h
f:obtained good pass marks at ths Tinal examination which covers the
whole yeaﬁs course. Of these nry son is'one and>accomnanied is ihe'
*1rep esentutions I made to the Inspector of Schools on the_ﬂubjectﬂ
“and the disposal thereof by the princimal of the Cfimbatore College
for kind perusal, hav1ng regord to these circum°tance° I wpite to
qupst you to say af moderatjon was mean to °ervo suech Durpose. Ve
»ﬂave mlways becn aunder the impression that it was meanlio save those
ﬁo hnvo had t%e mis chance to Fare iil at the final exawin&tion ong
wt’to‘keep back those who have done well at it, If this is the rightt

%w 3 heL you will be good cnough to is ue procéedings-in that |

u$m1f and hake it aﬁplic able to the ﬁrpsent case mlso. i need”hardéy»
thwt the course adopted by tbe Coi¢batore College authorities
*f%}mensly wrong in Drinciple but very discouraging to promising

S apa"t from the nenélosc Waste of time money and labour it

L

! _ : I bag to rnr«nin,
) : _ Your most obedient sorvaﬂt
» : ‘ (C‘d )' \/..Jriniva 3 & Iyer.




Frox

N
2

THE PRINCIRAL

Goverument
GUMBATQRE COLLEGE,
COIMBATORE.
To
it The.. Director of Publicvlnstructionym
j‘ .
.................. Mg d.r a8 -
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With reference to your £.0.C.Ne.6670, dated 23-7-1919, 1

have fhe honour to sSubmit the

following remarks on the memorial
of M.R.Ry.

B Ve Srinivasa~Ayer, Avl
ing his boy®

., to His fxcellency, regard-

S detention in the 5th class of the Coimbatore College.

€. The petitioner's chief grievances,

I think, are the
following;--

(1) That there was an innov

i; one,'in the method of bromoting
5

ation, a sudden and unnecessary
boys this year,

(2] That the innovation has worked g hardship in the case

e e

£ his boy and some 15 others like him,

(3) That very ‘promising boys,

and hisvson amongst them, hgve

{Qeén disheartened ang discouraged by the new

System of Promotion,

4

3. During the last five years | have been in charge of thig ¢
hithtion, Ly constant endeavour has been to

make the level of

R/ Dupils! attainments Sufficiently high,

stendard of the boys'
age, Lven in the lasgt inspection,
1osed on the 2lst instant, the Inspector 1

‘emarked in the con-

T e e s S
Se—

my super-

I have been steadily reg-
' &5 % (|
Oomotions by insisting on e boyst

been the Same,. therefore,

TR

clearly showing




:

18-, Cx\
& .
he has attained to the standard proficiency in his studies e

3 X \.8;.

year. In this work I started with the College classes, t} 4
: ‘ ' ‘ce ¢

proceeded to the upper rorms and from there to the lower i+ i\
] : ~ Blemenr

and classes. there was, therefore, no attempt at a surp. B

and it was merely an acgident that the introduction of restrix

promotions.synchronised with the passing of the management to

Government.

4. 18 by éuddenness.the petitioner means that no notice of

sueh a change was given to him O’Pthe boys, I reply that the

change was purely educational and it was so guardedly 1ntroduoedﬂ ﬁ

as to avoid working any hardship as I shall hereafter show, and

therefore, no notlflcation of the change was considered necessary.”f:

T

’b Jrhe . petltloner asks why the average of all the examina-

tions was taken into consideration. It is the case with the High

School, It is being insisted on by the Department as the prin-

ciple for promoting boys. It prevents g boyjisleeping the whole

. : : p
year and by a spasmodic effort in the end, getfghrough, It puts

down the habit of working by fits and starts and acts as an incen-

tive to methodical and Steady work throughout the year. It pre-

vents any boy from getting an undeserved promotion because of the

S L e

chance of one examination having been rarticularly

e

easy or of the

marking in an examination having been unduly liberal. &
6.

=t

I believe that strictness in pepomotion is necessary in-the

interest of the boys themselves. Boys unfit for promotion are

promoted to avoid public ‘clamour. this leads to boys.unfit for

bresentation being presented for public examinations, for avoiding

the same clamour, and then, there takes place what is called the

slaughter of the innocents in the 5.5.L.C. and Intermediate. he

So-called slaughter i8, in ny opinion, very largely due to lax

- promotions, I also believe, that.in cases where there is a doubt

as regards a boy's fitno®s tor promotion it would benefit the boy

)
to be kept down in the same class, ‘

7. ¥rom what I have stated, 1 must not be set down as one - '&‘

~ overdoing this business o* efficiency. As a matter of fact, I

~ ;_have been very considerate ang su”ficinntly liberal in making

kot
Jad A
X g
. s,
5 . . €
=
e L S SR

this year s promotions.
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8. 4s the petitioner is”immediately concerned with the 5&?2

class promotions I shall confine my attention to that class.
class average in the annual examination was:--BEnglish 47%, .er%
nacular 43%, Mathematics 57%, History 42%, Geography and bLeme{ﬁ
téry Sctence 47%. If promotions had been made on the basgis q%i
the annual examination marks, the marks having been liberally }ﬁ
.given, only the boys that got the average marks in all subjects?i
or at the most those that had failed only in one subject could
have been promoted. There wou}d have been detained thén 5] boy?;w
instead of the 2‘(det 2ined on account oi my principle of averJGS .
I find by a reference to the marks list in front of me, whilstxx.ﬁ'f
my principle brought about the detention of three pupils--among
whom the petitioner's son is one-- who by the BEn ot way may have A
been promoted, it saved 29 who that way would have been detained.
From this it is plain that the innovation has worked no hardship
in the»case of boys aged 10, It is also very-clear that guite
& number of them have been saved thereby. in

l 9. 1he petitioner\seems to have supposed that when the average i
marks obtained by the pupils in all the three examinations had been
Struck and when the class average in each subject had been ‘ound out
all boys whose averages happened tb be beclow the class average in
each subject were immediately declared uafit for promotion. that

was not at all the case. Here are the facts. lhe class average

for the whole year in eaech subject worked out English 46%, Verna-

cular 47%, Arithmetic 46%, History and veography (or General kﬁow—

1edg§) 42%., As it was the first year of the new system of promo-

tion and as I guite well remembered I was dealing with young boys,

I reduced each average by 10 and said boys getting knglish 36%,

Vernacular 37%, Mathemztics 367%, and Geography and History 32% or

more would go up, and, even with reduced averages, if it was a

failure in one subject alone, it would receive consideration.

10. This test was applied to the petitioner's son. His =~

';Z;iisﬁ‘ﬁzfééﬁgfyhol year is :--English 48/46, Vernacular 51/%{,
I pueneral knowledge 37/42. (It has to be-romarked'that.his mathe-

matics average was obtained by totalling his first examinstion




‘. \and annual and dividing the total bJ 2 w creby giving him the

v el e NN
S i i R e

‘nefit for his absence with leave on the mathematics examinatio

» % . : y f e

day of the 2nd examination. So the father cannot reasonably

P

plain of my severity). In this test he failed to secure the cl
average in three subjects.  “ested by the lower minimum he fail
in pathematics and vernacular. Taking this along with the ofﬁeg f
fact that he was not far above the class average in knglish and

)General knowledge, the boy was detained in the same class.

11. I now go on to the consideration of the last grievance ofr
} the petitioner. ds his boy a very clever boy? I must be excuseddl

 if I am unable to look upon him with the fond eye of a parent ge({iﬁ

ting to be rather old, and, therefore, blind to the defects of his:|

last favourite child. [ can go only @#n facts. Agreeing with thé

petitioner to comsider the annuallexamination marks as the test for
| : | his boy's merits I ask what place he holds in the class. He is

“; : ' .the 6let in a class:of 110, that is to saﬁ, 6 places below the =--
i average boy of tne class. |
; 12. The petitioner talks of his boy getting first class marks

'i' i in all subjects. There are no first class marks so far as the

]
i
!
ﬂ
5
;
3? i ; | i l' ' _ school is eoncerned. I” the petitioner can accept the definition
i | i of first class marks adopted by the ladras University in the case
of Intermediate students the boy must get 50% of the total, i.e.,
t 25U‘marks (he gets only 225) in order to get a rirst ulass.'T s ¢

the same criterion is applied to each subject the boy gets a first

class only in English and Arithmetic. But such a description un-

<
&

* o - duly exaggerates the capacity of the boy. Judged by-“the average

-

*f5q ’ : R 13 of the class--this is the only way to judge—;ﬁornthe annual exami-
. | B 5 nation. the boy gets English 54/47, Vernacular 39/43, mathematics
‘ “53/51 History 42/42 Geography and klementary Science 47,47, An
5 : ' : : ; - faccurate account of the boy’s capacity would be "He is satisfactory
,f

in English, pretty so in Mathematics, just up to the mark in histon’

t ueography and Elementary science and poor in Vernacular."

\ 135 buch a boy does not deserve any special -onsideration,vand
80 it was I wrote to the petitioner, in disposing of his appeal




to the Inspector that I regfgtted, even aftef furthér scrutin
could not promote the boy. It was this want of‘anything spec.
in th§ merits of the boy that prevented me from reconsidering.
case Tavourably when reconsideration was suggested by the Inspe
and thé birector of Public Instruction.

14. I now go on to consider the plea set up on bchalf of t
boy that he was 11l and so fared badly in the Half-yearly mxamin:?w
fion, I am given to understand that the discase was stricturé‘dda

the urinary passage. If it were so, the nature of the disease-- §

'my experience is from my attendance on my father who suffers fro

it and I am speaking subject to correction--is such that except 8
when bno suffers actually from it, on other days immediately pre-
. ceding and after, he is alright. wheipetitioner says that on the
mathematics day his boy»underwent an operatioqrwhieh by the way is
an over-suggestive word for the passing of the catheter through the

urethra. S50 I allowed for the poor marks that day and ignored ¥¥‘.;N,

that portion of the examination.. But the other days I must con-

sider the boy as being in normal health. I cannot help thinking
that; if the boy was in weak health, he would never have been al-.
lowed‘to sit for the examination by the petitioner. Therefore, I
cannot agree,with the petitioher in attributing the poor marks in
vernacular and ueneral knowledge 10% and 24% respectively to the

ill-health of the boy. T a? inelined to think the boy is natural-

ly weak in Mathematics, vernacular and Genersal knowledge, and ' --

_jPretty good at knglish.

o b ) ’, %herefore, believe that, in stopping him,.he has not
been unjustly dealt with or that & promising boy has been discour-
éged and disheartened’ndugufixmes‘excused it as a teacher of some |
15 years' experiencef the surest way to dishearten the boy is to C
keep up a continuous moan and incessant complaint aboutlhis de-
tention. , ‘ f

16.. The petitioner talks of 15 cases like his boy's. I have 5

not been told by the parents or guardians of these boys of any - f?







.Pércéntagéfﬁrémotei¢;ff

”'Pércégtége;defgined;.'";.,; I S

3 Jn v

- (If the annual Examination marks alone had gecided
Number promoted-..o e o 0 L ° :
 Number detained... ...

Peréentdgejpiomoted cos i '

Percentagéfdetained'

e A Statement of Marks..

2.

English. vernacular. Mathe. u.knowl@

The petitioner's son's marks . ; : .
at the Annual kxamination. 54% L 89% 53% 45%

Average marks for the school

~ at the Annual sxamination, 47% 43% v ['B1E N aang
e  The petitioner's son's aver- s
; ~ age marks for the whole - B
. year, 2 : A 48% 27% DT BN
Average mark for the class - ; . ; : .
- for all the three Examina- : ;
" tions. : - 46% 47% 46% 429

. ~~ N.B, General Knowledge includes Hi:tory, Gcography and Klementary
- Science, - i i & :

Principal.
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