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To : :
His Excellency The Right Hon’ble
THE LORD WILLINGDON ccs.1, G.C.LLE,, G.B.E.,
Governor of the Presidency of Fort St. George,
MADRAS.

e%zy ct ﬁ/ead& ot éaxoe/fénw{%,

I, the Manager, the Head Master, Proprietor, and the Correspondent of the Native
High School, Kumbakonam, most humbly and respectfully beg to submit the following to
your Excellency, in the most earnest conviction and sanguine expectation that it will receive
goup Excellency’s sympathetic consideration and liberal treatment.

This institution, the Native High School, Kumbakonam, was established by me on
the 1st of March 1876, when the Government Model High School was in existence in Kumba-
konam, then. I took my B. A. Degree in the same month and year-—March 1876, Ever since
the 1st of March 1876, I have done work in this institution continuously for the last
43 years and 3 months, with singleminded devotion, zeal, perseverance and self-sacrifice
and managded it with great ability, credit and success to the satisfaction of the highest
educational authorities and the public. To the excellence of my management and to the
exceptional success which has crowned my persevering and strenuous efforts in the cause
of unaided education, successive Inspectors of Schools, successive Directors of Public
Instruction for more than. 40 years, illustrious members of Council, such as the Hon. Sir
Henry Stokes K.C.S.I., eminent Judges of the Madras High Court, such as the late Sir
T. Muthuswami Aiyar Avl, K.C.L.E., great Dewans, such as the late Sir K. Seshadri Aiyar Avl.
K.C.S.1., and five Governors have borne appreciative testimony and referred to me and to my
work in terms of praise and appreciation.

This appreciation may be clearly seen from the following :—

Firstly, the long interview granted to me by the late Sir W. W. Hunter, President
and the late Rai Bahadur P. Ranganatham Mudaliar M.A., who represented the Education
Commission, in Kumbakonam in 1883.

Secondly, the offer of a probationary Deputy Collectorship in 1883.

Thirdly, my appointment as a member of the Grant-in-aid Code Committee in 1885.

Fourthly, my appointment as a witness by the Madras Government to give evidence
before the Public Service Commission in 1887,

Fifthly, the conferring of the titie of ‘Rao Bahadui® om-me as a personal dis-

" tinetion in May 1889.

{ Sixthly, my appointment as a member of the Educational Committees and Con-
ferences that sat in 1890, 1899 & 1900,
M Seventhly, my nomination as a Fellow of the University in 1899,

I am exceedingly grateful to the Imperial and the Local Governments for the unique
distinctions and henors they have conferred on me from time to time in recognition of my
long and self-denying labors in the field of private effort in Secondary Education. Recogni-
tions like these have a Special and even exceptional significance in my case for the
reason that no other Headmaster (indigenous, Municipal or Local and Missionary Schools
included) has been similarly recognised or similarly honored either in this Presidency or
Jlsewhere, so far as | have known, these 50 years. 1 am, therefore, within strict measure,
when I say that | stand alone among Headmasters in this Presidency, as the receipient
of honors and distinctions and honorary appointments, for there is not another Head-
master of any school that is either a ‘Rao Bahadur’ or a Fellow of the University. |
am both a ‘ Rao Bahadur’ and a Fellow of the University. 1 am proud of these honors and
distinctions, as they have come to me unsolicited and unsought, in recognition of my work in
the field of Secondary Education. Butimy poverty all afong and my indebtedness
at this moment, are hard facts., Had I sought financial aid such as large grants for the
building, furniture, Library and apparatus, as an exceptional case, by making a re-
presentation, I might have got them, as a matter of course. But the thought never
entered my mind till the year 1907, the year of a succession of terrible bereavements
which left me suddenly heirless. It was also the year of the chande of Educational
policy when the conditions of recognition were made more rigorous and severe. [ shall
only state here that I have not till now received even one Rupee by way of build-
ing grant, that | have sunk my all in the school-building the enforced extension
of which in 1909, has created a debt Oi\(- over ‘Rs. 10,000. It will not be out of ©
place here to refer to the building-grants of Rs! 10,000, Rs. 20,000, Rs. 25,000 and even forty
and fifty-thousands given to institutions of ten, fifteen or twenty years’ standing elsewhere,
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capacities of Headmaster, Manager, Proprietor, Correspondent &c., in view also of the long :
blameless and unprecedented record of good work | can boast of, in view of my great services to ;
Higher Education generally and to the Government College, Kumbakonam, in particular, and
last but not least in view of my present poverty and indebtedness on account of the management
of this School, without aid—subscriptions, bequests, donations or endowments, | have most
humbly and earnestly to request your Excellency to take over my school—‘the Native High
School, Kumbakonam, in preference to the Board High School, Tiruvalur, partly in my own

At the time when 1 was forced by a combination of unprecedented circumstances,
to seek aid from Government, it happened to be a time of war. [ cannot help
¢ remarking here that the giving of special grants on a liberal scale to me will
: be in strict conformity with the declared policy of encouraging private enterprise
in Secondary Education and of aiding private effort and with the principle and
! the SPIrit of the policy so clearly laid down in the Despatch of 15854. Firmly relying on
i ¥ this policy, reiterated and emphasised in 1859, 1882, 1888, 1904 and 1913, I have gone on
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working steadily, successfully, self-sacrificingly, silently and unostentatisusly, in the
most sanguine expectation that the Department and the Government would, unsolicitg {
and unsought, reward and honor ‘approved merit and ability,” and approved weork, in

a substantial manner, financially, and make good the deficits and the losses a
incurred by the withdrawal of the rent-grant. Necessity of position, indebtedness and a !
keen solicitude to maintain the prestige of my institution have compelied me to seek
aid from Government now, to which I am in every way entitled.

The levying of high rates in my School from the very beginning in strict accor-
dance with the Government School-fee notification gives me a more powerful claim
to all kinds of pecuniary aid—grants-in-aid, for the Despatch of 1854 contemplates the

. 8iving of liberal grants-in-aid chiefly te private institutions levying even a nominal fee.
That which enhances the value and the utility of my work a hundredfold is the fact
that 1 have been levying the highest rates of fees—Government rates, even when my
schoo! had to carry on its work in competition with two High Schools in this town, one
of which was the Government Meodel High School, s fully equipped and a highly
developed institution supported liberally by the practically inexhaustible resources
of the State. The famous John Bruce Norton—the great Acvocate-General and a patron
of the Pachiappa’s High School was greatly afraid that the levying of eight annas as fee in
1861 would seriously affect the strength of the Pachiappa’s High School, so magnifi-
centiy endowed by Pachiappa Mudaliar.

In the face of this fact, it will seem strange and surprising that the Native High
School, Kumbakonam (even now it is unendowed =nd uaided) started by me in 1876, only

interest, but mainly in the permanent interests of the Kumbakonam Government College, to

ake good the deficits for the last 10 or 11 years at least, and to compensate me for the
heavy loss incurred by me by the withdrawal of rent for the School-building, by giving me
rent with retrospective effect for 5 years at least at Rs. 150 per mensem before 1st of March ;
1914, from which date the Hon. Mr. J. H. Stone has fixed Rs. 150 as rent of the School-build-
ing per mensem.

When His Excellency Lord Pentland, anxious to render me substantial help, was
pleased to question me in person at the private interview in December 1915, about the price
I would put upon the School-building—the erection and the extension of whick:have created
a heavy debt, [ said that | would be content with any amount that a building fetching Rs. 150
rent per mensem is likely to bring and "that professional men and experts in the art of esti-
mating the prices of buildings estimate it from Rs. 45,000, Rs. 50,000, Rs. 60,000 to Rs. 75,000
and more and that in the locality in which it is situated, considered central snd important
for Commercial purposes, it is sure to fetch Rs. 300 and more per mensem as rent just at
this moment. [ am, however, ready and willing to abide by any conditions that Government
may be pleased to impose upon me.

I need hardly remark that ] shall be in a most helpless and pitiable condition,
aggravated a hundredfold by an unprecedented succession of domestic bereavements which
left me suddenly heirless, and the severe strain of long, continuous and strenuous work of
more than 43 years, if Government does not support me liberally now at least, This is the
44th year of my continuous work in the Native High School, -Kum})akonam, as teacher,
Headmaster, Manader and Correspondent—a phenomenon that is regarded as unigue and

——

wonderful in the history of Secondary Education these 63 years. I am still doing .active i
work in all these capacities—and the grand out-come of all this self-sacr‘ixfiz;ing wgrk isithe:#
Native High School, Kumbakonam, in its present prosperous condition, with nm‘e'e
than 700 hoy:fs, with an unprecedented record of good work done and successfyl

fifteen years after, should have got on so well and satisfactorily (without an endow-
ment and without a ppwerful and influential patron like the great J. B. Norton whose
stirring annual aé%e:s"!n’the Pachiappa’s were such a strength to that institution) even
when it levied the Government rates from the very beginning. In the conviction that |
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the instruction which is paid for is always more valued and appreciated than that
which is gratuitously bestowed or given for small nominal rates, | have always been levy-
ing the highest rates—the rates obtaining in Govt. High Schools. Though | have suffered
financially, | have gained in prestige. By the observance of this principle as well as by single-
ness of purpose, self-sacrifice, tirm self-reliance and patient and persevering devotion,
[ have succeeded in making it what it is at this moment—a model High School with an
efficient staff and increasing strength of more than 700 boys. The uniformly successful
results have attracted the attention of all. My School has practically taken the place of
the Government Model School which was abolished in 1881 when Government retired from
the field of Secondary Education in Kumbakonam, and resolved to encourage private effore
in Secondary Education. The Government Model High School if continued in Kumbakonam
from 1881 to 1919 would have cost Government at least 4 or 5 lacs these 38 years. I venture
to take credit for myself for doing the work of this Model School these 38 years (1881—1919)
and thus effecting this large saving of several lacs to Government. The late Mr. H. B.

S——

results achieved, still contributing greatiy to the glory and the success of the Kumba-
konam Government College, as it has done these 38 years and more.

This is also the 44th year of my graduation from the Kumbakonam Government

~wd_ollege, and the 64th year of my age. [t may not thus be out of place here to state that 1

am the oldest teacher, the oldest Headmaster, the oldest Manager and Correspondent, that
has managed a large Native High Sohool based on private effort, with singular success,
ability and credit for such a long period.

A former Director of Public Instruction was pleased to style me as ¢ the pioneer of

@ naided education’, ‘a good scholar’, ‘an able Manager’, a sound disciplinarian,
whose ‘sweet reasonableness’, °‘blameless life’ and ‘unswerving rectitude’ and
s unblemished character’ are ‘an excellent example for the students to follow’. On
account of the special attention that 1 have always paid to discipline and to the cultivation of
sood manners and to moral instruction, the same Acting Director of Public Instruction—the

SR .

Hon. Mr. A. Munro M.A., styled the school as ¢a School of good manners and sound dis-

Grigg M.A, the Director of Public Instruction for a decade, held out hopes of encouragement 2 ;
cipline and notyonly as an instrument of passing examinations’ and also as ‘a nursery

to me in person. It was during his regime that I had an interview with the President of the

Eduecation Commission in 1883, that [ had an offer of a Deputy Collectorship in 1883, that I
was appointed 2 member of the Grant-in-aid Code Committee in 1885, that I was made a

" Rao Bahadur’ in 1889 which distinction was conferred cn me by the Government of India, lnd M

that [ was appointed 2 member of the Educational Committee, and that His Excellency Visited

of morality and good manners’ in 1883. This opinion and the opinions of successive Ins-
pectors of Schools and Directors of Puplic Instruction, those of the late Sir T. Muthuswami
Aiyar Avl. K.C.L.E, the late Mr. Middlemast M.A,, the Hon. Mr. d. H. Stone M.A., and the late
Lord Connemara in 1889, which I append along with this, for favor of perusal, are my only

certificates and my only recommendations for the help and support that [ seek at the hands
of your Excellency. 1f your Excellency will only graciously condescend to go through my
memovrial to His Excellency Lord Pentiland in 1915 in which | have stated in
detail my claims for exceptional recognition and substantial support and the opinions of - ¥
Eduecational experts such as Inspectors of Schools and Directors of Publie Instruction and

! those of the late Lord Connemara and the late\Sir T. Muthuswami Aiyar Avl. in which they

 have referred to my attainments, capagity forfwork and management, and to my character,

my School. 1f I had applied for grants and substantial financial assistance he might have
unhesitatingly given me, but this thought never struck me. My time, attention, labor and
energy were solely given to the work of the School and I most conscientiously confess that I
did not think of anything else—either myfuture prospects, or salary, or saving of money for my
future needs &e. In view, therefore, of the unique and exceptional honors and distinctions that
have been conferred upon me, in view of the [good and efficient work I have actually done,
and the uniformly successful results I have achieved, these 43 years continuously, in the
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your Exeellency will be deeply convinced the I have cone a great Educational work in the
midst of the greatest difficulties without any aid from any quarter and that 1 deserve
substantial encouragement and support for the work I have done under conditions which
have been exceptional and which have not existed elsewhere and which exist only in my
case.

On your Execellency’s protection and support, I earnestly rely. If called upon to
appear before your Excellency to state in greater detail anything about myself and the
School with which 1 have linked my prospects in life, I hold myself in readiness to do so, in

obedience to your Excellency’s orders. ®

/ e :
f If it is not found possible, by any means, to comply with my request based

for 5 years at least previous to the Ist of April 1914 by the withdrawal of the rent grant for
the building, at the rate of Rs. 150 per mensem, fixed by the Hon. Mr. J. H. Stone M.A,, in
September of 1914, The Department and the Government have always power to do anything
if exceptional ecircumstances are shown to exist. | beg permission to suggest that if a large
amount—a lac of rupees, is given, as special circumstances and conditions exist, there is
not another individual like myself and another School like mine, similarly circumstanced,
to elaim the same privilege and to demand the same conditions.

In conclusion, I have again to submit most earnestly that I rely solely on the sym-
pathy of Government as | have established the strongest claim on the generosity and support
of Government,

g \ate the honor Yo be,
C\{our %}\cce\.\et\cx,
O{e\n %xce\\enc\{_‘s wmest humble and obedient serdant.
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8ri Vidya Press, Kumbakonam,

upon recognised facts, by reason of any arrangement already made by the Depart- J
, ment, | have most humbly to request your Excellency to give me some special grants,

make good the deficits for the last 10 or 11 years at least and the losses incurred by me

,A‘}

The following are the special circumstances which differentiate
the Native High School, Kumbakonam, from the other
Native Institutions in the Presidency.

=

; 1st, that the Native High School, Kumbakonam, is the first instance of a large
native institution that has been managed efficiently and successfully by a single individaal
—a graduate of the Kumbakonam College, as Manager, Head-master, and Proprietor
during the long period of 39 years and 9 months, and is the only Native High School that
‘§as done good and efficient work and produced uniformly successful results to which
so many Governors, Successive Directors of Public Instruction. and Principals of
First Grade Government Colleges &c. &ec., have borne appreciative testimony for more
than 39 years.

9ndly, that 1 am the only Headmaster and Manager that has been made a
‘ Rao Bahadur’ which was conferred on me as a personal distinction in 1889, nominated
‘a Fellow’ of the University in 1899, appointed a witness by the Madras Government to
sive evidence before the Public Service Commission of 1887, and made a member of the
Educational Committees and Conferences that sat in 1885, 1889, 1899 and 1900,
in recognition of my suecessful efforts in the cause of private effort in Education. Here 1
stand alone, because no other Headmaster of any other High School in this Pres-
idency or elsewhere, has been similarly recognised and similarly honored by the Impe-
rial and the Local Governments, the University and the Educational Department
during the last 40 years in the history of Education.

3rdly, that | have more than any other Headmaster, paid special attention to
discipline, to the cultivation of good manners in my school which made the Honorable
Mr. Monro, Acting Director of Public Instruction, style it as ‘@ school of good manners
and sound discipline, and not, onlv an instrument for passing examinations’ in 1887,
and ‘as a nursery of morality and good manners’ in 1889. I was also the first, among
Headmasiers of High Schools to think of Religious and Moral Instruction in my school,
referred to in terms of praise and appreciation by the late Sir. T. Muthuswami Aiyar Avl,
the first Native High Court Judge of Madras, by His Highness the Maharajah of Cochin,
by the late Sir. K. Seshadri Aiyar Avl., Dewan of Mysore for 19 years, by Dewan Bahadur
Mr. A. Ramachandra Aiyar Avl, retired Chief Judge of Mysore and a student of the Kumba-
konam College and by Mr. V. P. Mathava Rao Avl, Dewan of Travancore, the Dewan of
Mysore and now Dewan of Baroda under His Highness the Guickowar, and a student of the
Kumbakonam College nearly 50 years ago. In my humble opinion, Religious and Moral
Instruction alone can develop and form character, ‘ the crown and glory of life’ by
training the feelings and moulding the daily habits, and mere culture of intellect
and knowledge without character is useless.

4thly, that I am the only Headmaster, as far as I know, that declined several offers
of Government service—once in 1883 when a Deputy Collectorship was offered, a second,
time in 1885 when an Assistant Lectureship in History was offered by the late Mr,
H. B. Grigg, Director of Public Instruction, a third time in P887 when an Assistant Inspect-
orship was offered, and later on a fourth time when the Principalship of the 2nd grade
College, Madura was offered. | am the only Headmaster that has always followed the rules
and regulations of the Department, and levied the standard rates of fees from the v\ ry begin-
ning, in spite of the discretion allowed to the Managers of private institulions to levy lower
rates, availed of by the Managers of so many native and mission institutions. Again, I am
the only Headmaster that can shew a long, successful and unprecedented record of gocd
work done, and successful results achieved, from ‘which it will be clear that the Native High
School, Kumbakonam, has systematically contributed to the success and glory of the
Kumbakonam College to which it has supplied materials every year for the last 40 years.—
A few facts and figures will clearly bring out this feature—that the boys that passed cred-
itably from the Native High School, Kumbakonam, in the Matriculation Examination joined
the College as a rule, and invariably passed very high in the F. A. and B. A. Degree Exam-
inations. In 1880, my school stood first in the Presidency, having passed the largest per-
centage. In 1881, the boy that passed second in the Presidency from my school, stood
first in the Presidency in F. A, from the Kumbakonam College and first in the B. A. Degree
Examination from the Kumbakonam College. 'In 1883, the bey that passed high in the first
class from my school in the Matric#ation, stood First in the Presidency in the F. A. from
the Kumbakonam College and took a first class in the B. A, Degree from the Kumbakonam

]

L. .




o

College, and this boy is V. S. Srinivasan, now the Hon'ble V. S. Srinivasa Sastri B. A, L. T.,
a member of the Legislative Council. In 1884, the first boy in the Presidency was from the
Native High School, Kumbakonam. 1In 1890, the boy that passed creditably from this
school, now holds the position of District Judge, after being Sub-Collector and Acting Collect-
or of Trichinopoly.- This boy is Mr. R. Narayana lyer 1. C.S., the first Brahmin Civilian
from the Madras Presidency. In 1909, the worst year for the Matriculation Examination,
the Native High School, Kumbakonam, passed two DOys in the First Class out of twelve
First Classes only, for the whole Presidency consisting of more than 200 High Schools.
Of these two, one stood First in the Presidency and the other Third in the Presidency and
both these, at my instance, joined the Kumbakonam College, though elsewhere scho_larship;
were offered to them, to draw them away, and passed high in the First Class in the Inter-
mediate Examination though both left for the Presidency College, Madras, for the Honors’
Course. The Inspector of Schools referring to the results of 1909, remarked in his inspec-
tion Report thus—' The inference 1 am tempted to draw is that the teaching is good.’

The good work of this school and its remarkable efficiency and success can be
judged from this fact, that several that have gone forth from this School are now ‘holding
positions of trust and responsibility in every “Department of Government—a few instances
will suffice here—Mr. R. Narayana Aiyar I. C. S., Acting Collector of Trichihopoly is now
District Judge ; Mr. C. R. Tiruvenkatachariar B. A, B. L., is now City Civil Court Judge in
Madras ; the Hon’ble Mr. V. S. Srinivasa Sasti Avl is a member of the Legislative Council
and the President of the Servants of India Society; the late Mr. C. Reajagopala Pillai
B. A., B. L., who died a few days back was Chief Judge and Durbar Member in the State of
Puducottah. Several are Subordinate Judges and District Munsifs, Executive Engineers,
Sub-Engineers, Sub-Assistant Inspectors, Lecturers and Assistant Lecturers in Government
and other Colleges; several are Headmasters and Assistant Teachers, Sub-Registrars, Law-
Lecturers, High Court Vakils who form a very large number and Editors of good Newspapers
&c. &e. The present Headmaster of the premier High School in Kumbakonam, managed by
a Committee, consisting of over 1000 boys—Mr. R. Swaminatha Aiyar B. A., L. T., and four
of his Assistants who are B. As. and L. Ts. were pupils of the Native High School, Kumba-
konam, more than fifteen years ago. Three of the I.ecturers in the Kumbakonam College,

: just at this moment, both Science M. A., L. Ts;;and a Mathematiecs M. A, L. T, are old
pupils of the Native High School, Kumbakeonam.

The following are some of the NOTE WORTHY FEATURES of this School.

1st, that no teacher of my school has left it either from discontent or misunder-
standing or indifferent treatment and that perfect harmony has always existed between the
Manager and the Headmaster and the Assistant Masters—reference has been made in the
Inspection Reports by Inspectors cf Schools to this harmony.and hearty co-operation, which
is another evidence of its steady prosperity and.growing usefulness. It is also my rare good
fortune to ecnjoy the love, confidence and gratitude of my pupils who have invariably
approached me with reverence and gratitude because they know | have always been their
true friend and well-wisher and realised their point of view.

2ndly, that there has not been a single instance of unhealthy competition between

this school and the Town High School, managed by a Committee, though both have been_>

in existence for more than 35 years, even during the worst decade of adventure schools
£1881—1891). ¢
3rdly, that I, the Headmaster and Manager, have, with undeviating regularity paid
my staff every month before the evening of the 1st day of that month, even if it should be
a Sunday or a holiday——my concience and diseretion have been my old guides here. The
punctual discharge of this simple duty has given immense satisfaction to all. :
4thly, that the Native High School, Kumbakonam, is the only school visited by
several eminent personages on account of its great popularity, success, self-sacrifice and
efficiency—such as, four Governors, several High Court Judges, several Dewans of Native
States, the Maharajah of Cochin, the President of the Education Commission, the late Mr.
W. S. Caine, President of the Temperance Association. successive Directors of Public
Instruction, the late Mr. R. F. Austin &ce. The late Mr. W, W. Hunter, the late Mr. W. S.
Caine and the late Mr, R. F. Austin remarked to me that such schools and such types of
Managers and Headmasters are rare even in ﬁingl:md and that | deserve special encourage-
ment and recognition. A i
Want of accommodation is actually felt and accounts for its present strength of
nearly 680 boys only as every year admissions have to be refused to 50 boys and more.

I
\

The following are some of the EXCEPTIONAL FEATURES.

1st, that I have spent Rs. 20,000 and more, within the last 40 years, on poor and
deserving students alone, by way of free-scholarships which alone have enabled them to
pass their Matriculation Examination from my school and to continue their higher studies
in the Kumbakonam College. The recipients of these scholarships are now holding positions
of trust and responsibility in every Department.

9ndly, that I have clung to this institution, recognising the nobility and the sacred-
’ness of the teachers’ vocation, in spite of a succession of domestic bereavements in 1907
when the death of my only two adult sons within 15 days of each other left me suddenly
heirless, and in spite of the several offers for the school-building ranging from Rs. 30,000
to Rs. 70,000 and more. The most substantiay »nd respectable offer came from the Roman
Catholic Missionary who seemed to be willing tb\,\ ay me Rs. 60,000 and more for the school
building, its equipment and the good-will. On principle I declined the offer, for I was the
first to think of Religious and Moral instruction on national lines.

My persistent self-sacrifice in declining several offers of Government service more
than 25 years ago and several offers for the school building and its equipment within the last
10 years, my steady zeal and obstinate determination to cling to the school and to work in
it, irrespective of other considerations, were a formidable obstacle in the way of the
Missionaries starting a High School in this fo emost centre of education in Southern India,
whereas in much smaller centres like Shiyalj Mannargudi, Ramnad, &e-, (not to refer to
such large centres like Calicut, Coimbato] ;, Cuddalore, Madura, Negapatam, ‘Tanjore,
Trichinopoly, Tinnevelly &c.,) Mission High § :hools and Colleges have been established and
conducted with efficiency and success. Seve 1l friends of mine, official and non-official, and
experts in Education have often congratula{.,d me on the success of my institution and
requested me to work in it, as long as it may be possible to do so, in the interests of
national education based upon religious instruetion which alone can produce loyal citizens
and worthy sens of the country.

3rdly, that the late Hon’ble Mr. V. Krishnaswami- Aiyar Avl, Member. of the
Executive Council, in reply to a letter from Mr. T. O. Hodges, the then Inspector of Schools,
said that my school should be taken over as a ‘ model school’ in 1911, when the ‘ Model
School Scheme ’ was expected to come into force and Dr. Bourne (the late Director of Pub-
lic Instruction) whom 1 saw in April 1912, seemed to be in favour of making it a ‘model
school’ after hearing everything from me in detail. Dr. Bourne left for England soon after
and the Hon’ble Mr. V. Krishnaswami Aiyar Avl., suddenly died. The late Mr. R. F. Austin
1. C. S., Collector of Tanjore and the Collector of Madras, who attended the meeting in
Kumbakonam held in my honor on the 9th February 1911, remarked to me in person that
there are few schools like mire and very few Headmasters like myself even in England and
that, were my lot cast in England, he would raise five thousand pounds in less than 6
months. He was transferred soon after to Madras where he died.

The Hon’ble Mr, T. V. Seshagiri Aiyar Avl. has known me and my work well and
has visited my school. The Hon’ble Mr. T. Sadasiva Aiyar Avl.,, a student of the Kumba-

“® ;.onam College, is an old friend of mine and an admirer of my institution these 35 years

and has visited my school more than once and encouraged me by giving a subseription for
the extension, when 1 sent him a copy of the appeal. The Hon’ble Mr. V. S. Srinivass
Sastri Avl., an old pupil, knows me and my work very well. The Hon’ble Mr. V. K. Rama-
nujachariar Avl, Chairman of the Kumbakonam Municipality, may be consulted about the
good work of the school and about my indebtedness and poverty and other difficulties. The
Hon’ble Mr. Sir. P. S. Sivaswami Aiyar Avl. has known me and the character of my work
for 30 years nearly, and may be consulted, as he is himself the Manager of a large and
successful High School at Tirukkattuppalli.

Mr. H. S. Duncan, Acting Director of Public Instruction and now Principal of the
Teachers’ College, was the Principal of the Kumbakonam College and Acting Inspector of
Schools of the 6th Circle and in all these capacities he has had ample opportunities of judging
of me and of my work, of the difficulties 1 had to face, of the sacrifices 1 have had to
make, and the success with which I have been carrying on the work of the institution. The
Hon’ble Mr. J. H. Stone, Director of Publie Instruction, who knows the difficulties of
condueting a large school successfully and satisfactorily in Kumbakonam, by the side of a
powerful institution managed by an influentia’ Committee in this town with a large fund at
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its disposal, has known me very well for more than 20 years at least and has already
marked his appreciation of my.labors by restoring the rent for the school-building and
fixing it at Rs. 150 per mensem, after he became Director of Publig Instruetion.

The Hon’ble Mr. Sir. C. Sankara Aiyar Avl., now a member of the Viceroy's Execu-
tive Council, has a good opinion of me and my work and has known me well as the successful
Headmaster and Manager of the Native High Scheol, Kumbakonam.

As it does not generally fall to the lot of a humble worker like myself, the Head-
Master of a High School, to command the respect, confidence and good opinion of such
eminent and honored personages, | have ventured in this connection to mention the names.
of some of them, leaving out the names of several Senior Members of Council and several
High Court Judges and several Dewans and the names also of successive Pringcipals of the
Kumbakonam College from the time of the late Mr. W. A, Porter, Principal of the Kumba-
konam College in 1876, my revered teacher and honored patron, to the time of Mr. R. M.
Statham, the present energetic, enthusiastic and popular Principal of the Kumbakonam
College who has shown his appreciation of my work and of my self-sacrifice on so many
oceasions......

dthly, that I beg to submit that though my school has been doing good work these
40 years under my management and supervision, it has deawn much less than other schools
of fifteen, twenty or twenty five years’ standing, by way of teaching-grants, salary-grants,
grants for furniture &c., and absolutely nothing by way of building grant, though High
Schools much younger and less strong than my school have drawn big building and other
grants of over Rs. 15,000 Rs. 20,000 and Rs. 25,000 and more, within the last 10 or 15 years.

5thly, it may not be out of place here to refer to a fact which [ happen to know very
well in the ccurse of my long educational experience. As long as a Government Model
High School under the direct supervision of the Principal of the Kumbakonam
Coilege was in existence in this town, so long the results of the Kumbakonam College
were remarkable, often splendid and even brilliant. 1 refer to the Secondary Depart-
ment of the Kumbakonam College which was abolished in 1881. The re-establish-
ment, therefore of a Model School, under the supervision of the Principal of the
Kumbakonam College in Kumbakonam, will be a most effective method of making the
Kumbakonam more attractive, for this alone will put the best materials into the
College and make it the centre of attraction in Southern India. Such a School will be
an example and a model for all the other schools to follow, and a tower of strength to
the Kumbakonam Coliege. It is, therefore, my most earnest request that your Excel-
lency should be pleased to take over the Native High School, Kumbakonam, as a model
school by purchasing it, place it under the supervision of the Principal of the Kumbakonam
College, or lend it to me on certain conditions and also compensate me for the losses
caused by the annual deficits, by the withdrawal of the rent of the school-building for
more than 5 years, and by the equipments on which [ have had to spend much, in view
of the special circuinstances, the note-worthy features, and the exceptional conditions
of the Native High School, Kumbakonam, to which | have made reference in the fore-
going pages.

It will be a ‘true and lasting pleasure and satisfaction’ to your Excellency, if your Cs
Excellency will be graciously pleased to aid the work 1 have been doing so long by substan-
tial encouragement, and thus mark your Excellency’s keen appreciation of my hard work in
the field of private etfort, for I have borne my own humbie, and even distinguished, part, ‘in
forwarding the interest of Education’ in this Presidency in a silent, self-sacrificing,
persistent and unostentatious manner these 40 years continuously.

The adcresses of the late Lord Connernera and the late Sir T. Muthuswami Aiyar Avl.
in my school, the opinion of several great Educationists and the extracts from some of the
Inspection Reports, which your Excellency was pleased to accept on the afterncon of the
11th December 1915 after the private interview was over, are the only testimonials ‘of moral

excellence [ have to submit to yeur Excellency.

§
!

To )
His Excellency The Right #on’ble 5
THE LORD PENTLAND P.C.,G.C.1.E.,
GOVERNOR OF MADRAS.
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IN view of the good and efficient work | have~done, and the uniformly successful
results | have produced in the public examinations as Teacher, Headmaster and Msanagder
during the last 39 years and 9 months, in view of the special attention [ have always paid to
i RS the cultivation of good manners, discipline and physical training in my school, and to relig-
* Wious and moral instruction long before otheruithought of it, in view of my self-sacrifice, single-
minded devotion to work, steady and strenuous application, and of the excellence of my
management, to which four Governors, several members of Council, several High Court
Judges, several Dewans of Native States, the Education Commission, and successive Direct-
ors of Publie Instruction from 1880, &e., have borne appreciative testimony, and in view
also of the recognitions accorded to me, and the distinctions conferred upon me by the
Educational Department, the Local and the Imperial Governments, | most humbly and
earnestly request your Excellency to be gracious enough to order the purchase of the
Native High School building and its equipment for Government, make it a model
schoo! or lend it to me or to a committee, to make good the deficits according to the Finan-
cial statements for the last 15 years at least and the loss incurred by me by the withdrawal
of the rent for the school-building for 5 years and more, before the 1st March 1914, from
which date The Honorable Mr. J. H. Stone, the Director of Public Instruction, has fixed
the rent of the school at Rs. 150 per mensem. 1 beg to submit that a building that can fetch
Rs. 150 per mensem is estimated at Rs. 45,008, Rs. 50,000, Rs. 60,000, Rs. 70,000, &c. {(from
Rs. 45,000 to Rs. 75,000 and even more, by professional men), that in the locality in which it
is situated, considered central and important for commercial purposes, it may fetech more
than Rs. 200 rent per mensem, and that | am ready and willing to abide by the conditions
that Government may be pleased to impose on me. 1 solicit the sympathy and support of
Government just at this moment after a hard and exacting work of nearly 40 years, approved
and appreciated by competent authorities.Without substantial support at the hands of
Government, I shall be, as | stated in person at the private interview with your Excellency
on the afternoon of the 11th December in Kumbakonam, in a most pitiable and miserable
condition, aggravated at this moment especially, a hundred-fold by advancing years, terrible
domestic bereavements and the heavy strain of long, continuous and strenuous work
of 40 years. | have just entered on the 61st year of my age, and am about to complete the
¢ 40th year of my service in the Native High School, Kumbakonam, and the 40th year of my
graduation, for the sechool was founded on the 1st of March of 1876 and I teok my B. A.
Degree on the 23rd of March of 1876.

The support of Government just at this moment will ive me a new lease of life,
breathe into me fresh energy and renewed vizality, and enable me to work some time longer
with renewed zeal and interest to place it on a footing of greater stability. The moral effect
of my example and character which alone I have it in my power to bequeathe to other teach-
ers and to my pupils—past and present, will be an inspiration and an encouragement to
workers in the field of private effort in Education. I beg to submit in this connection that
I am ready and willing to sever my connection with the school, if called upon to do so, if
proper and suitable arrangements are made by Government for purchasing the building, for
compensating myself for my losses caused by the deficits and by the withdrawal of the rent
for the building. As special circumstances and exceptional conditions which do net
exist elsewhere, exist in my case, | most humbly request your Excellency to shew me
exceptional consideration and thus protect the interestsff this institution with which I
have linked my prospects in life. On this protection and support, I entirely rely.

/

With these remarks, I beg to submit the following for your Excellency’s gracious
and sympathetic consideration and favourable disposal.

I have the honor to be,
Your Excellency,
Your Excellency’s most obedient and humble servant,

SRI VIDYA PRESS, KUMBAKONAM.
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The Honorable Mr. Justice Muthuswami Aiyar’'s Speech
on the occasion of the distribution of prizes in the
NATIVE HIGH SCHOOL, KUMBAKONAM.

LiaD1E8 AND GENTLEMEN :—

As a native of this District and as one who owes much to education, I feel a peculiar

P pleasure in taking part in the Proceedings of this ovening. It is always a pleasure to distribute

prizes to successful students in public schools, bat it is a source of special gratification to be

able to do so in recognition of the value of an institation which is the outcome of independent
effort on the part of our gradaates.

I consider the Native High School to be an agency of considerable local importance

. in the field of Secondary education. This town, as you all know, is an important centre of
education in Southern India, and the local College is an institution which bas, under the super-
vision and guidance of distinguished educationiste, uniformly held & conspicuous position
among the First Grade Colleges in the Presidency. The Native High School and the Town
High School, (it is no small credit to them to say) are its two recognised and irnportant feedrrs.
When referring to the College here, 1 cannot but remind you of the heavy debt of gratifude
which this District and higher education owe to two eminent educationists in particular, namely
Messrs Porter and Gopal Row, whose portraits so appropriately adorn this Hall. It gives me
pleasure to add that the good work so nobly wrought by them is successfully continued by
the present: extremely popular Principal of the College, Mr. Bilderbeck.

The past history of this High School is full of interest fo those who desire to see a
healthy system of Secondary Education established throughout the Presidency on self supporting
basis. 1t shows that at least in soms of our smportant towns there are graduates who can be
trusted to organise aed develop efficient High Schools. It shows also that - some of them can rige
superior to considerations of personal gain, stand by the institution they organise in the hour of
need, and link their prospects in life with its permanent success. 11 indicates further that where-
ever there is room enough for two or more High Schools in a large city like this, our graduates can

1 adequately appreciate the conditions of healthy competition and turn the riwalry between them
,/ | into @ means ot adding o their efficiency. It proves also that as labourers in the field of educa-
f | tion they are fully alive to the necessity of steady, patient, and diseriminating application and to
' | the tmportance of devotion to their work, of even ennobling it by personal sacrifice where necessary,
{1 and of firm and unostentatious self-reliance in the hour of need—qualities without which it 28
i vmpossible to achieve lasting success in any honorable projession. It reflects great credit on the
managers of this institution that they have throughout its career strictly adhered to the require-
ments of the school-tee notification and the rules of the Bducational Department. The organis-
ation and development of this Institution and the steady advance it has made from its commence-
ment to the present time are highly creditable 10 all connected with t. Having regard to the
ordinary tests of efficient management, such as numerical strength, average atftendance, results
\ ' achieved at the public ex aminations and Jinancial condition, this High School must be pronoun-
ced on the whole to be a decided success. Its present proprictor and Headmaster, Mr. Appu
Sastriar, has special claims to the thanks of the local community. It 48 just to say that this
v enstitution is indebted to him in particular for its stability, its status amongst similar instity-
L,( : tions in the P?'eszdency and for its high e ieiency. His position Lfnd attainments as
i 4 .the use 1o which he has always put them, his arduous labours in the interests of this
{ his constant solicitude to improve its status, the talent and tact which he has brou
- it_s orgamsa.tion and management, and above all his  determination  to tdentify
| his success in life, with its success and to accept jor his remuneration such  surplus
j ¢ as might be left after adequately providing for its high efiiciency, goamp him as one
: ' worthy of the recognition accorded 1o him by the Director of Public Instruction aud by His
‘ } Eacellency the Viceroy on the recommendation, of the local Government. 1 iake this opportunity
6, i1 of publicly congratulating him on the well-merited distinction which hag recently besn congerred
! upon him by Her most Gracious Majesty’s representative in Indig—His Bacellency the Viceroy.
And I should not owmit to mention that great credit is due also to the assistant Masters who
have 80 ably co-operated with him and assisteld him in achieving the success which has atten -

ded the institation.

@ graduate,
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ght to bear upon
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L wish, gentlemen, I could speak generally of High Schools in this Presidency, as of
this Inatitution. There are no doubt several High Schools in each of the districts, but testing
their valne by the results of public examination, the sysﬁe:n of the Secondary HEducation -now
existing in the Presidency in general, canmnot be said to be as satisfactory as might be desired-
1 desire to draw attention on this occasicn to what are called adventure-gchools which appear
for a time and then disappear. They are the products either of amateur effort or of unhealthy
speculation in the field of education. And during their ephemeral existence they tend mot only
to lower the tone of High School instruction but also injure the interest of well conducted schools.

The time has arrived for bringing them under some control, and it may not be amiss to consider 'whe-)

ther in towns where there are well-conducted schools which sufficienily satisfy the local demand, 80%8
guarantee of stability should not be demanded from other rival Institutions in return f?r the-pm-
vilege of sending candidates for the Matriculation FEramination. In districts in w:blcb a:de:i
schools are in a backward state and the percentage of passes is unsatisfactory, it n?lght; be W.Oll
to insist upon the formation of supervising local committees as a condition subject to v.vblch
those schools are to be aided by the Government. It may not be difficult to form committees
consisting of men of intelligence and local influence who may be expected to come forward -to
discourage speculation and to raise the quality of the High School instraction with the advice
and under the guidance of the officers of the Educational Department.

Gentlemen, it has hitherto been usual to treat Secondary Hducation, as snbgidiary.
and leading up to collegiate education, and to recogpise the Matriculation Examination as
quslifying for public service in regard to general cultare. But under the scheme of Uppt?r
Secondary Examination, recently inaugurated, the Matriculation Examination no longer quali-
fies for the Public service and it is displaced by the First in Arts Examination, or by the
Upper Secondary Examination. It is not my present purpose to refer to the discussion t'hat
has taken place elsewhere as to the probable effects of the mew scheme upon collegiate
education., Very strong opinions have been expressed both for and against the scheme and
now that action has been taken, their relative weight must be left to the arbitrament of time.
Confining myself therefore to the High Schools, I do not see at present why the scheme
should injure them or have a serious unsettling effect, if snfficient time is allowed to enable
them to meet the additional demand npon their energy and to make the necessary alteration in
the existing curriculum. Possibly there may be Institutions which may require some help for a
time in meeting the increased expenditure which the scheme might entail on them. But if they
are really efficient and worthy of assistance 1 have no doubt, they will be considerstely treated
by the Director of Public Instruction. Turning to the policy of rendering Secondary Education
self-supporting, it is satisfactory to note that the progress which bas hitherto been made i'n
this direction, is encouraging. In 1887—88, out of the nearly 140 High Schools in the Presi-
dency, there were but six Government Schools and sixty-seven aided schools. Though the
time when Secondary Education may be said to be self-supporting is distant yet it is not un-
reasonable to say that the policy is in course of rapid and successful development.

Gentlemen, this is an age of public examinations and the number which one has to

pass before he enters on life is rather formidable., It is difficult not to pity native parents -
when tbey struggle to naturalise in their vernacunlar the abstruse and learned vocabulary of the

examination department, and complain that their children young as they are, are driven by the
actiou of the examination-machinery to anticipate a little too soon the anxieties and ordeals of
real life. A feeling is therefore steadily gnining ground in the country in favour of a
scheme of public examinations organised more as tests of leading and marked stages of culture
than of the results achieved by the several classes in the varions departments of the High
Schools and which gives sufficient time especially in the case of young children for acquired
knowledge to ripen into elements of culture. fn this connection I may refer with satisfaction to
the provision made in this High School for physical education of which the value can hardly be
over-estimated on this country. Imay also refer to tke attention that is paid here to religious
and moral instruction so far as it is possible ¢o do so in the absence of suitable teat books. I
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be published and materially aid the efforts that are being made in that direction. In this
connection I may also allude with pleasure to the growing percentage of students who take up
Sanskrit as their optional language. Gentlemen, I need hardly add that Sanskrit has an
ascient and a magnificent literature very rich in classic thought and diction. The revival of
the study of Sanskrit literature will not only give a finish to liberal culture, but also be of
immense value in this country as it contains the key to the principles which have, for centuries,
influenced and still continue to influence our action in the sphere of domestic, social and
religious life. Gentlemen, on an occasion like this I shall not be justified in taking up much

g)f your time. One word more, and I have done. We are living in a transitional epoch in
which seed is sown in all directions of what may be required for the silver wedding in the
distant future to which Lord Ripon has feelingly referred in one of his eloquent speeches.
The couple expected to be united in wedlock, at that wedding, I may add, consists of the
civilisation of the west and that of the east. Under God’s providence they are brought into
contact with each other in order that a bond of union may be created and strengthened. It
is scarcely necessary to add that it is incumbent upon every one living in this epoch to give a
healthy direction to the numerous influences and impulses which sre generated from time to
time by the contact between the two syatems of civilisation and turn them into efficient means
of inspiring and promoting mutual esteem and love. I firmly believe that if we should do our
duty in this respect the silver wedding, I mean, of onr national regeneration will sooner or
later become an accomplished fact nnder the anspices of the British rule,

ALy

should not omit to mention that as far as I am aware, this i3 the first High School wn which ! v
provision is made for imparting such instruction by a course of lectures delivered at stated periods !
and by the formation of a library. — This is a branch of instructicn which 1 think ought to form
part of the curviculum in every private school. And it is likely to check the tendency to irreligion
and denationalisation and to neutralise the unsettling effect which English education is considered
to have upon the youth of this country. 1 hope that, at no distant date suitable text-books will SRI VIDYA PRESS; KUMBAKONAM:
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An Extract from the address of
His excellency Lord CONNEMARA in the Native High School,

Kumbakonam.
(On the 10th September 1889.)

| feel it iy duty as the representative of Her Majesty to come here this
morning and to offer my support and countenance to the Native High School,
which is one of the few institutions in the Presidency, based on the principles
which it practises. [t has given me great satisfaction to offer you my support,
because any well-directed effort at self-support, is one which any Governor of the
Presidency must regard with sympathy and interest. It has also been a great
pleasure to me to come here and to see for myself what great efforts have been

~umade during the last fourteen years to establish a self-supporting school
tpon such a good foundation, and having for its object such high arms.

You have gone through apparently a considerable amount of difficulty,
and | attribute the mode in which you have encountered and overcome them to the
public spirit chiefly of the Head-Master who has devoted his time, attention
and labour to the cause in which he is engaged. | am informed that he has done
so from conscientious motives, and not from a wish to obtain gair. The
desire to obtain gain is a great stimulus to human action; at the same time, we all
respect, even more than the persons who accumulate money, those who devote
their time and attention to the cause of Education gratuitously and with
self-sacrifice. The golden ball which deterred Atalanta in her race seems
to have been disregarded by Mr. Appu Sastriar, for, a golden path might
have been open to him, if he had taken to other pursuits.

Extracts from the address of
The Honorable Mr. Justice Muthuswami Aiyar Avl., k.c. 1. E.
(On the 1st of July 1889.)

I consider the Native High School to be an agency of considerable local
importance in the field of Secondary education.

In this connection | may refer with satisfaction to the provision made in
the High School for physical education of which the value can hardly be over-esti-
mated in this country” [ may also refer tothe attention thaiis paid here to reli-
gious and moral instruction so far as it is possible to do so in the absence of
suitable text-books. | should not omit to mention that as far | am aware, this is the
first High School in which provision is made for imparting such instruction by a
course of lectures delivered at stated periods and by the formation of a library. This
is a branch of instruction which I think ought to form part of the curriculum in
every private school. And it is likely to check the tendency to irreligion and
denationalisation and neutralise the unsettling effect which English education is
considerec to have upon the youth of this country. The past history of this High
School is full of interest to those who desire to see a healthy system of Secundary
Education established throughout the Presidency on a self supporting basis. It
shows that at least in some of our important towns there are graduates who can be
trusted to organise and develop efficient High Schools. It shows also that some
of them can rise superior to considerations of personal gain, stand by the institution
‘yey organise in the hour of need, and link their prospects in life with its perma-
nent success. It indicates further that wherever there is room enough for two or
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more High Schools in a large city like this, our graduates can adequately appre-
ciate the conditions of healthy competitior. and turn the rivalry between them into
a means of adding to their efficiency. It proves also that as labourers in the field
of education they are fully alive to the necessity of steady, patient and discrimi-
nating application and to the importance 6f devotion to their work, of even ennob-
ling it by personal sacrifice where nec!ssary, and of firm unostentatious seif-
reliance in the hour of need— qualities \Ajithout which it is impossible to achive
lasting success in any honorable profeséion. It reflects ¢great credit on the
managers of this institution that they have throughout its career strictly adhered
to the requirments of the School-fee notification and the rules of the Educational

epartment. The organisation and development of this institution and the steady
advanecs it has made from its commencement to ths present time.are highly credit-
able to all connected with it.
management, such as numerical strength, average attendance, results achieved
the public examinations and financial condition, this High School must be pro-
nounced on the whole to be a decided success. Its present Proprietor and Head
Master, Mr. S. Appu Sastriar, has special claims to the thanks of the local
It is just to say that this institution is indebted to him in particular
for its stability, its status amongst similar institutions in the Presidency for its'
high efficiency. His position and attainments as a graduate, the use to which he’
has always put them, his arduous labours in the interests of this institution, his
constant solicitude to improve its status, the talent and tact which he has brought
to bear upon its organisation and management, and above all his determination to
identify his success in life with its suczess, and to accept for his remuneration such
surplus as might be left after adequately porviding for its high efficiency, stamp
him as one worthy of recognition accorded to him by the Director of Public
[nstruction and by His Excellancy the Viceroy on the recommendation of the
Local Government. | take this opportunity of publicly congratulating him on the
well-merited distinetion which has recently been conferred upou him by Her Most
Gracious Majesty’s representative in India His Excellency the Viceroy.

The letters of
The Honorable Mr. A. MONRO M. A., Inspector of Schools,
the Acting Director of Public Instruction Madras,
& the Inspector-General of Education, Central Provinces.

| need only repeat what | said at Kumbakonam that I shall be glad to
afford your institution all the support and encouragement that is in my power to
afford. | am aware of the high opinion in which you are held by your tellow
townsmen. | am persuaded that your personal influence and moral example will
conduce lacgely to making your institution a school of good manners and sound
discipline and not only an instrument for passing examinations.

Kodaikanal, (Signed.) A. MONRO M. A.,
5th December 1887. Inspector of Schools, 5th Division.

The fact I find in schools in Madras, and which | have always endeavoured
to counteract is that there is too great a tendency to treat Education as a-question
entirely of passing examinations, when the end to be had in view is, | take it, the
hormonious development of the faculties intellectual, moral and physical. It ;b:
because | have observed in your school that more attention was paid to- discipline,

Having regard to the ordinary tests of efficieri-’
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the cultivation of good manners, and to physical training, that 1 have always sup-
ported it. Long may it continue to prosper under your excellent management.
[t is not often that men such as yourself take to Education as a hobby, and not as
a source of profit. [ only wish we had some men of your stamp in Central Pro-
vinees. | offer a prize of book to the boy who is reported by the votes of his fellow
students {(by ballot) to be the best behaved and most deserving student in your
school at the end of your school year.

Nagpore, Central Provinces, | (Signed.) A. MONRO M. A.,

r Inspector General of Education,
22nd August 1888. | Central Provinces.

“Mr. Appusastri is, | believe, a man of marked ability and of the highest.
.. moral character.

He is held in high esteem not only by his fellow citizens, but by

who know him on account of his polished manners, his unbiemished character
and his enthusiasm in the cause of Education. Mr. Appusastri possesses it in a high
decree that sweet reasonableness of which a celebrated English author speaks. He
may be said to be the pioneer of unaided Education. For some 13 years he has
maintained a good school and with signal success without seeking any aid from
Government. He strives to work this school not merely a place in which intellec-
tual instruction is given but a nursery of morality and good manners. [ am able
to say that his efforts have been crowned with success.

Camp Betual, Central Provinces, | {Signed). A. MONRO, ™. A.,

Inspector General of Education,
Central Provinces.

24th January 1889. J

{ am glad to hear of the continued success of the institution to which you
have unselfishly devoted so much time and attention. You may rest assured that
my interest that will not relax so long as | remain in this Presideney.

| {Signed.) A. MONRO M. A, .
22nd Deecember 1393. ] Ag. Director of Public Instruetion.

I have known Rao Bahadur Appu Sastri for upwards of 19 years. His

work as Manager and Head Master of the Native High Sehool, Kumbakonam, is j

worthy of the highest commendation. He is a good scholar and an able manager,
firm and tactful in his dealings with his boys and a sound disciplinarian. The suc-
cess of the school in public examinations and the good behaviour of the boys,
attest the excellence of his management. Apart from this, his blamless life and
unswerving rectitude are an excellent example for his students to follow. His
courteous manners make dealings with him a pleasure.

{Signed). A. MONRO M. A,
Inspector General of Education,
Central Provinces.

Rao Bahadur Mr. C. Nagoji Rao’s letter.

4th August 1897.

I have received your letter cf the 18th Instant. When I visited your
school last week | was struck with the high tone of the institution, the earnestness
of the teachers, and the thoroughness with which their work is done, and I was
Qad to find that while due attention was paid to studies, the phisical and moral

evelopmentlof the scholars was not neglected. This was shown by the efforts
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made by you to encourage gymnastics and sports, and the zest with which your
scholars had taken to them. That you have not been caring merely for success
at public examinations, which alone attracts public notice was evident to me from
the importance you have been attaching to hand-writing, recitation and other sub-
jects, which do not directly pay at examinations. In short you have not been
content with manufacturing a certain number of Matriculates every year, but have
had as your chief aim the all-round development, physical, intellectual and moral,
of your scholars. You have, almost unaided, built up a very successful High
School, a model one in many respects, and it is no wonder, that suceessive Direc-
tors of Public Instruction, Inspectors of schools, and distinguished visitors have
spoken in such high terms of your work.

Camp Villapuram, ] Yours Sincerely,
20th November 1896. |

Mr. E. W. Middlemast’s letter.

Rao Bahadur S. Appusastriar B. A, is rendering excellent service in the
cause of education as Head Master and Proprietor of the Kumbakonam Native
High School.

During the 18 months [ acted as Principal ‘of the Kumbakonam Govern-
ment College [ had some opportunity of judging the character of the work in which
Mre. Appusastriar is enjaged and could not fail to be impressed with the success
which his enterprice and character commanded. By his own unaided efforts he
has established and still successfully caries on alarge and important High School
in the face of many difficulties and dis-advantages. He has practically demon-
strated the possibility of establishing High School Education on a satisfactory basis
with the minimum of external aid.

Besides being a successful teacher Mr. Appusastriar has done much to
advance the moral and physical training of his pupils. Himself a keen Cricketer
he has tried with some success to promote a love of out-door sports among his
boys. Mr. Appusastriar’s character is one for which | have a great esteem: and
he is universally respected by all who have been brought into contract with him.
I trust that his efforts in the cause of education will meet with the amount of
appriciation and support that they merit.

Madras, ) (Signed) E.W. MIDDLEMAST M. A,

Principal,
16th October 1895, | Kumbakonam Government College.

Mr. J. H. Stone’s letter.

I'am very happy to add my testimony to that of so many eminent persons
to the able, energetic, and self-sacrificing way in which you have carried on the
Native High School at Kumbakonam. It is one of the best schools that | have seen
in this eountry and will I trust be an enduring monument of your enlightened pub-
lic spirit. | hope you have not yet given up cricket, as | have many pleasant
recollections of our Kumbakonam matches. | trust also that the Native High
School boys continue to hold their own as athletes in the College.

Presidency College, ) (Sd.) J. H. STONE,
6th May 1896. ) Principal, Presidency Collge.

»

SRl VIDYA PRESS, KUMBAKONAM,
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(Signed.) C. NAGOJI RAO."
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HMis Excellency Lord Connemara
AND

THE NATIVE HIGH SCHOOL, KUMBAKONAM.
' 1889.

Gentlemen, Mr. Appu Sastri, and boys:— : .

s ; I ;el it my dpu;t)y as the representative of Her Majesty to come .here thlfs tlzlmrfmngl, ax:(%
to offer my support and countenance to this Native Higlf Sc-hoo], w'lnch is one o t o few Ins xt
tutions in the Presidency, based upon the principles which it practises. It has given me glre;z
satisfaction to offer you my support, becanse any well directed e-ﬁort at self-support pfzrtlcu arly
in the cause of education is one which any Governor of the Presidency must regard with sympa-
thy and interest. It has also been a great pleasure to me to come here, ax?d to see for myts.elf
what great efforts have been made during the last iourtee‘n years to .estab‘hsh a self-supporting
school upon such a good foundation, and having for its object sucl? high aims. de)u h:;:irzhgozz
through apparently a considerable amount of difficulty, and.I attribute the mode in w. ! {1
have enconntered and overcome them to the public spirit chiefly of the Head-Master who ag
devoted his time, attention and labour to the cause in which he is engag.ed. I am {nform.e
that he has done so chiefly from conscientious motives and not from a wish to obtain gain.

The desire to obtain gain is a great stimulus to human action ; at the same time, we all respect

even more than the persons who accumulate money, those who devote their ti.me a}]d attention
to the canse of education gratutiously and with self-sacrifice. The golden bail which deterre‘d
Atalanta in her race seems to have been disregarded by Mr. Appu Sastriar, for a golden pa.t'n
might have been open to him, if he had taken to other pursnits. I.am c?uite sure th.ab all ?11:
fellow countrymen and fellow townsmen are ready and willing to give him that praise, which
after all must be the chief guerdon of public men. You say that the Dlrect.:or of I.’ubh'c Instruc-
tion has always given this school his support. I am sorry to say bhét he is detained in Mad?as
with a fit of the gout; eise he would have been here upon this occasion. I am happy to think
that gout is a fashiooable complaint, and sometimes does not attack people ‘for a very long
time. Therefore I hope most sincerely that the Director of Public Instfrucmon will soon be
able to devoute his energies to the work which he is engaged in day by day, and I may say
night by night. No person can do his duty more thoroughly to the State t%xan Mr. (?ngg, a.nd
his whole mind and soul is occupied with the various problems of a most difficult kind wh-wh
must come before the Director of Public Instruction in this Presidency. He has been devoting
a great deal of attention lately to the introduction of a new scheme of higher secondary educa;
tion. 1 hope the examinaiion that has now been arranged to supplant or take the place of
the one which has hitherto existed will be of advantage to education generally throughout the
Presidency. 1 think it is a great compliment to those who have been instructing the youth of
late years for the Government to feel that the time has come when an examinatim.) such as th'e
Higl;er Secondary examination for Goveroment service» should be made mf)re dxﬁicu]t.than .xt.
~ ) has been hitherto. I sympathise very much with the boys in their exertlons. and in th‘exr
labours. If T am obliged to go through those exertions myeself, I think it is highly probable
that T should feil in the examination, but the rising youth are much better educated by such an
examination than those who have gone before them. I have just said in the school from wlnc.h
I came now, that as the boys become educated it behoves them to follow the example of their
ancestors and masters by showing deference to their superiors and inferiors. It W.Olﬂd be a
thousend pities if the national life of this country as it became more instructed in s.mence and
literature should forget those ancient customs and manners which are of so mtfch lm.porhzmce
for your happiness. [f persons have not good manners, nobody wishes to associate with them;
and if a person has a rough way of addressing you, I think most people would take very grent
care that they are not addressed by him at all. The more gentle manners people have, the
more they are likely to be associated with persons of distinction in literature and general
attainments. I am very often strack myself, when I find difference in this respect amongst
gentlemen who are candidates for the public service. [ do not know whether it is owing to
the school that they come from, or whether it is owing to the association of persons with whom
they should not associate. T can assure you  that there is such a difference in the ways and
views of some of those who come to see me. |It has been said, I think, that self-respect con-
sists in reverence to inferiors, and everybody| in my opinion shonld recollect that mazim-
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* Perhaps all these remarks are superfluous in this school; at the same time I thought it my duty
to make them because as this is one of the leading pative high schools in the Presidercy, many
| of the boys here may hereafter becowe teachers in other schools in different parts of the Presi-
dency. I was reading & few days ago & speech made by the Hon. Mr. Justice Muthuswamy i
Iyer, 1 think in July last, There is a great des] in it which, had I time, I would like to com-
ment upon. It is well worth the consideratioﬁ of all those engaged in education, and it must
bave been extremely satisfactory to you all to see a man who has risen to the bighest position
‘that he can possibly attain in this country, coming down to his native place to offer you the
advice which he did upon that occasion. His life is a sufficient example for you to follow, avd
if you take him for your example 1 am quite sare you can do no better. People now-a-dr )8
| talk a great deal about the books necessary to teach boys with respect to conduct. Well, now,
I should say that the best book I think youn should decide to have to guide you is the life and
; example of a man so distinguisbed as the Hon. d7. Justice Muthuswami Iyer. You bave there
i a living example before you of what a man can do with high education and with rectitude of
| character. High education and rectitude of character are the two things that guide and must
guide us to right. It is the example of such men like him that I think are of more value than
‘ any books that you can possibly read wpon the subject of your conduct in Jife. * I bave only to
,/ say that I am very much obliged for the welcome that you have given me, and I hope your
] days in the school hers will be happy and that your career in the College after training here
, will be a distinguised one, and that you will hand down to those who succeed you, good
1 example both as regards literary and scientific attainments, and also general character. 1
( should like to ask Mr. Appu Sastri to give the boys a holiday in remembrance of my visit.
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