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11th July,1919

The Secretéry Tor
Bducational Department,
The Government of Madras
Fort St. George,

Madrase.

, : | ; 4 : ; ' I have the honour to forward herewith tﬁ% copy of the
s | "'ppoceedings of a Public Meeting held at Chittoor on 3-7-19

and T reguest you’wyﬁf Place it before His Excellency, the

Governor of Madras.

Yours faithfully,

Chairman.
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(1Y, Droposed by and seconded by Messrsa;

. sarthi Aiyengar and Cla Narasayva Garu.

3
\

That M. R. Ry. C. DOraswami Aivengar Avl. B

President Laluk Board do take the chéir.

Carried unanimously.

Droposed by M. R. Ry. Ces Re Pa*thasarthi Alyengar-

and seconded by C. SﬂeenivaSa Alyer avergal.
That considering
this year and the difficult nature of the questions put in

Histery, it is necessary that the minimum in the subject

should be peduced to 307 this vear enabling a larger number o

students being declarsd eligible.

the mimimum in- Enrlish not only this year but
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heee after shenld be “educed to 357

st
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Carried unanimously.

That students failing in’ any one or more of the
u';-) LA

subgects should be allowed to pass in these subJects only

subgects should be declared eligible for.admissiod into

~ College.




(4) That Mis Excellency the Covernor of Madras should’

be requested to move in the~m&tter. immediately and do,_,justice-.

dewe

g gy That.a copy of the

'"esolut 1on should also be: “m,nt

‘to the Qecrefa"*r of the'S. S. T. C Board and to the Editors

of the New Tndia,

Chittoors.

Lheie ke bl 1919‘.

the Hindu and thﬂ Madras N's.ll.

(Sd) C. Doraswami Aiyengar,

Chairmane.
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A GRAVE NE@LECT OF DUTY

'JVE PuBLIER ON THE  ADIOINING
‘pgl‘g'e the full text of a pathetic
Jettar from ome of the many unfor-
tunate students in this Presidency
' who have failed to satisfy the
®xaminers in the recent public ex-
aminations: Tt is not too much to!
say that both the style of questions
'8et and the system of marking are
mothing short of scandalous, and
‘weflect the wtmost discredit on''all
concerned. In the case of the
8.8.L.C. Bx: 'mination this yenr, the
history paper proved the stum-
?blmg-block o lurge mnumbers

of students, and no wonder whenl|

we look at the kind of questions
agked. As our young correspondent
‘guite rightly e: ays, these questions
‘might well have been asked in a
'B. A. degree examination, and are
“nnthing' short of preposterous for
‘la,da only just finishing the sehool
\course. Take at random the
following question: “Mention the
causes of Coloniil rivalry between
England and Frafice in the 18th
century,” or “Draw a map of
North America and mark in it the
Enghsh settlements of the' Stuart
period and the physic:l features
which limited the early settlements
to the Eab coast line.” Who is the
examiner who sets guch outrageous
' questions, and who are the moder-
| ators, if any, who passthem? What
' would English boys have to do with
rqueshons similar to these on Indian
hlstory ? 4Axd above all, why is
'm0t more emphatic protest m:de by
 the public atlarge ? . Why are not
 Parents’ Associations formed to pro-
tect Indiu’s growing sons from the
,detesbmble perils to which the exist-
ing Rystem of examinations yearly
-subjects them ? It is the same story
year after year ; the public remaing
indifferent and zllows Indi.’s youth
'to be spent and wasted before the
‘country has had the slightest
chance of benefiting from the
vigour it should infuse irto

N -.1t;i(_)1;a} Tifeu i \ Bl

‘of the Hindu who said that it would

|be better if parents sent their

‘children to Nationul 1nst1tut10ns.'
‘After «1l, the supposed uncertainty,
‘of future livelihood in the case of

students passing out of National

‘mstxtutlons cannot be worse than__
the yearly certainty of 88 studenbs ‘
out of every 100 f.iling in their
exaamination, some of them failing
Jover and over again. And from
what we know of the training given
in, for example, the National High
School  in Sudder  Gardens,
Teynampet, where there is a first-
class staff of very high qualifica-

‘We agree with the correspondent |

tions, we have no hesitation in
asserting that a student passing
out of that school, even if he can
go no further, will be much better
equipped: for Ithe struggle of life,
Ifwihh his vigour and -energy alive
|and under good control, than the
{poor, unfortunate, lifeless specimen’
of humanity who is taught to love
’any other cocuntry but his own,
crams useless facts into a brain
{which grows every day more .md
{more devitialised, and at the end of
{it all is crushed by failure —start-
{ing life in despair and indifference,

‘ through constant failure in striving
against almost insuperable difficul-
ties.

Our young correspondent asks

_k]ia{-, we intercede on beh:lf of those

“osh\a.ve suffered. We fear he over-
estimaté’smgur powers. That ome
student has " 'nlreqdy committed
snicide as a result of\hls failare in
the examination, that 12 er cent
of passes mtterly cme
systom of examination or the
methods of school inspection or
both, that the rules by which it is
determined ‘whether a student
passes or fails are ridiculous and
most unjust—all these facts, which
recur from wyear to year, leave our
Madras Board unaffected and
indifferent. His Excellency Lord
Willingdon has publicly stated that
he is eager to be of service to the
people whom His Ma]esty thJ
\Bmperor hag culled hxm to govern.

and with every ambition strangled
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Qof the family. What 1is the

@
‘We can most earnestly assure him
ithab'he could hardly confer any
\gre:ter boon upon the people of
‘this Presidency thanthat of looking
into the vyho‘le system of the 8.8.L.C.
Examination,without sllowing him-
self to be prejudiced by those who

~are responsible for the present mis-
‘chief. Surely it is the duty of a
'Governor to.care for the children
}‘who are under his rule, and we tell
His Excelleney that these Indian
children aretreated as no other

country would for oune single

moment :llow its own children to
‘be treated. We ecommend our
'young correspondent’s letter to
His Excellenoy’s perusal, and
we fervently hope that his
'powerful  sympathy may bel
evoked to reseme the despniring!
hosts of youthful -citizens. from
sinking into hopeless lethargy. The
public have long since found that
‘their words, their prayers, their
'petitions, are as if spoken to the
wind. A friend told us the other|
‘day that next to 2 death an exami-|
‘nation failure wasthe most dreaded,i
,and at the same time most,
lofb-occurring, event in the life

luse  of spending large sums
Lot money, which in reality cannot
;be afforded, on a youtk’s education,
if the overwhelming probabilities
{are in favour of failure at the end ?

'And yet what else can be done ?

;Under the,x existing system of ex-|

 aminations—we ‘are referring to
ithe S.8.L.C.—debts, failures, des-
'pair, anxiety are the inevitable
result. Is this the right wuy of
‘educating India’s young citizens
for their National and Imperi:l

(A |
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would have it, I don’t get the required
marks and am found wanfing. I am
afraid I am taxing your patience,
but I pray you to go through this letter
carefully, I am ncw asked either to

¥
it
[

RIS ST

~ [Wg publish just as we have received
it the following letter from one of the
889, failures at the recentS.S. L. C.
TBxamination. We have referred to the
‘whole questionin a leading article on the
opposite page. Is it too much to hope
that some redress may be found for the
wrong done to so many? Ep. New
| dNDI1A]

!
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ﬂ
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ﬂ
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proper attention to this letter and do
your best as far as it lies in your power.
The Sonthern: Slaughter festival of
Leavimg Certificates  viz.,, S. S. L. C.
Examination has come ard gone this year
also, and, as is usually the case, it has

-and  try

carried away  many victims. In
1917, the slaughter was in His-
tory. Im 1918 the turn came to

English. And now in“1919, the year in
which we are living, the slaughter isin}

discontinue my studies and go to a quill-
_driving job, or to waste, nselessly waste,

another precious year of my life
(mind, it is the 4th year in my casé)
another chance as if it
is a lottery business, Am I togo cn
making experiment afler experiment
with no tangible result, with nothing but
sheer waste of time, money, energy and
what not ? Perhaps you may isuddenly
jump to the conclusion, as it is quite
natural, that I may be weak in History
aud may be unfit for the collega course.
My school record will convince yom.

BEET o T AV

Tais is a letter written by one of those | e oo 24 v .3 my.ibhat it is exactly the oppnosite..
many poor broken-hea.ried students I
the School Final clasg, whose health h
been shattered, whose growth has bee
stunted and whose life has been mad
miserable, all due to the rigour of th
/8. 8.L. C. Examination aud the vagariesi
the valuing of the answer papers.
purpogely address this cover to you
personal rather than official designa
jtion,- o that it may be put 1nb
your own hands. The letter is necessa
rily long, and while I beg your pardo
for the Liberty I take to write this lette
{to you, I entreat you to have pity on m
'and on those of my position who are to
|many in number, and have the p tience t
|go through this letter. With this intro
ruchlon I shall proceed to my grievance
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(= {HE S <.S.L.C. TRAGEDY

3. WE . HEARTILY CONGRATULATE
‘Chistoor on its excellent meeting in
‘connection with the 8.8.L.C.
'scandal. Hvery town in the Presi-
' dency ought to have asimilar meet-

7 e
e

/ing for the purpose both off

awakemng public attention to the
| yearly misery this examination
 inflicts upon our students, and of
{ bringing foreibly home to the autho-
rities the universil disapproval—
to use no stronger term—of their
‘grave mismanagement of the
task entrosted to their care. The

matter is urgent. The public have,

too long neglected their duty to-
wards the younger generation; and

the resuls is seen in the preposter-

ons result of the 1919 éxa.minasion.
Our readers will remember that
Mahatma Gandhi sentin 1918 a
'message t0 the National Education
movement in = Madras  recom-

mending  every  parent and

guardian to send their children
to National institutions only.
Unfortunately therearen.i enough
National instituticns in this Fre-
sidency to make it possible for
parents and guardians to carry out
?}gis suggestion, although both at
ad wnapalle, at Prodattur and in

~ Midras, there are National High
Schools in excellent working order

- and able to take more students than
they already have on the rolls. It
s, therefore, the solemn and
urgent duty -of the public—
. especi:lly, of course, of those
 who huve directly to do with
~ the ydung—-to' insist on
{ institutions which receive grants
from public funds bemg properly
conductel, and on the ScheoiLeavmg
:' Exumm’ﬂ;mn ;_wb?eing managed by
. persons who have an up-to-date
" acqmunt;a.nce with the methods of
: conductmg eximinations. At pre-
~ S.8.L.C. Hx mination
-a.uthontms clearly show gross in-
; competence, and Lord Willingdon’s
~ drastic use of his powers and
anthonty Wwas never more needed
than in the case of a Board
ﬂhmh‘ has the face to decldra

F},, result such as that of tke
~xecent S. S. L. C. Exammatmn.
Sorething has got to be done,

~and that quickly. The Central

Bcitool Boird of the Society for the
vPromothn of National Educution
has decided to permit Headmasters

rof N.tionil High Schools to admit
into the 11th Cluass of their schools

—u cl .88 which corresponds to the
1st year cliss of the College—a
' mecesy :rily limited number of
| students who sabisfy the Head-
 masters us to their fitness for the'
class, irrespective of their being
declured eligibls or mot by the |
S.S.1..C. aunthorities, whose pro-
nouncements are obviously worth-

less. But there 1is accommo-
dation only for a very smoll
number, and while we recog-
nise and gratefully appreciate the
patriotic action of the Board, it
must not be forgotten that there
Lire probably hundreds of students
who ought to be in a College,
but who are forced either to
zive up study altogether or to,
waste another year in pract',icallyI
going over again the whole ground,
and in any case are met, at their
first comtact with the official
machine, by an injustice and an
nufairness which make a deep and
‘most unfortunate impression upou
/their young minds.

Maidras is not going to be in-
active.  Signatures are being
obtained for the purpose of
convening  a  public = meeting
on Saturday next to convey
jto  the  authorities the pro-
found indignation of the public
of Madras at the way in which the
‘candidates for the recent S.S.L.C.
‘Examination have been treated.
The following gentlemen ~have
ulready signed the notme oonvemng
the meeting :

(Sd.) 8. Snbramanmm, L. A. Govinda-
raghava Aiyar, T.V, Venkatrama Aiyar,
S. Kasturiranga Iyengar, HL R Venkat
rama Sastri, 0. Rajagopalachari, T.
Audinarayana Chetti, V. »Seshaolmrx,,
Alladi Krishnaswami Alyar. K. Bala-
subramania Aiyar, T.V. Kalyanasundara
Mudaliar, T. V. Gopalaswami Mud&ln&&

follow.)

George S. Arunda.le. (More sxgnat,uraq ¢
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) But meetings are not enough.
Members of the Legislative
Council shonld seek interviews
with H.E. the Governor and
represeut 0 him the tragedy
of the situation in the most
forcible terws at their com-
mand. ' The Corporation of Madras
ought to have a resolution
on the subject placed before it, no
matter whether ignorant’ and
interested opposition negatives it
or not. The Corporation of Madras

‘bring all possible pressure to bear

‘who love India will eagerly seize

|

has schools of its own, is an educa-
tional body, and has the duty of
'muking its view( known on any
educational “matter vitally affect-|
ing the children of Madras citizens.
Every Municipality, every District
Board,every Association of whatever
kind, should pass a resolution on
the 8.8.L.C.  trigedy. - The
citizens of every town, the inhabi-
tants of every village, ought to

in every influenti.l quarter,
and should ecall upon local Head-
masters sending - in  strongly-
worded protests. Something must
be done without d'elny to induce
the S. S. L. C. autnoerities to revise
their pass-list, and a recurrence of
he scandal must be made impossi-
ble. We earnestly trust that all

this fine opportanity of chumpion-
ing the cause of her young sons in
such dire distress.

a0
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