


Tre Hox'sie Mp. H, SHARP, C.S.I, CLE, £
Offg. Secretary to the Qoverament of India,

Department of Education.
General. -

o i Simia, the 9th April 1919,

BIR,

: In continuation of the Department of Education (General) letter
n0. 270, dated the 1st May 1918, I ara directed further to address you regard-
ing the resolutions passed af the All-India Conference of Librarians in January
1918. Local Governments have already been addessed regarding Resolutions
T, III, IV, V, IX(3), XIIL XIV, and XV. The present communication deals -
with Resolution 31. :

9. This Resolution is of special importance, because, in a country like
India, where libraries are found only in certain centres and books of a special
tybe exist perhaps only in a single library, it is difficult for an enquirer to
discover whether or where a work is to be obtained unless there is some agency
for collecting and imparting information regarding the contents of libraries and
the facilities for inter-borrowing. Indeed, this Resolution may be regarded as the
central proposal of the Conference; several other resolutions hinge upon its
fMEEEElTEs the policy recommended in Resolution III, with which the
Government of India are fully in accord, can hardly be realised unless the
student knows where he can turn for information ; and the action suggested in
Resolution V will also be facilitated. Resolution VI, regarding the exchange
and transfer of books, pre-supposes the existence of 2 central agency in each
circle, and Resolution VLI, regarding the purchase of books, the existence of
central libraries. The creation of these agencies will mean the mobilisation of
ibrary resources and will tend to economy where the purchase of expensive or

pecial works by several libraries would otherwise be necessitated.

3. Library circles—India is too largea country to permit of a single agency
of of one organisation for the purpose of inter-borrowing between libraries. The
first point then to consider is the creation (as recommended by the Conference)
of convenient circles, each of which would possess a central library and an
agency for the collection and distribution of information. Following the

neral recommendations of ‘the Conference, the Government of India are
inclined to think that the following would be a suitable division.
(4) North-East India—Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, Assam, Burma and the
Tndian States in these provinces. :
" (#) North-West India—The United Provinces, the Punjab, the North-
West Frontier Province, Delhi, Baluchistan, together wi he
Tndian States in any of these provinces, and Rajputan
Kashmir, :
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(i0) Madras—-Madrs.s,ﬁo%eth%r (;V‘thdﬂﬁ Indian States in this Presiden- £ . ! 3 (iv) to make recommendations. ta libraries regarding ‘the - purchase of

Gt ¢y, and Ooorg, Hyderabad and Mysore. 4 books and peyiodicals with a view chiefly to preventing undesir-
It was realised that there would be difficulties in the case of Burma. The 's able duplication, aud

ease of this province will receive special consideration in the light of the recom- E . < o Wl s

mendations of the local Government. The inclusion of Indian States, as (v) to assist and promote co-operation, in the indexing of hooks.

suggested above, would be contingent upon the desire of the Darbars to . All these functions are suegested in the resolutions of the Conference.
participate in the scheme. - It is again to be emphasised that should these functions be vested in the central
4. Cenlral libraries.—A central library for each circle forms an essential agencies they should be exercised not so as to interfere with the independence

feafure of the scheme und any agency set up for the furtherance of the proposal ot the variousilibraries within the circle but by way of enlarging the utility

Uy . - 3 . o 2
would most effectively work in connection with such a library ; or, where the 7 of each library and of pufting its readers inté the way of obtaining books from

central library is in a position to perform the work, its statf might form the other libraries.

(7

central agency. The central library for North-Bast India would nasurally be the e 1. The loan of books.—As regards the first function suggested in the
Imperial Library, which has already been organised as a public lending library. i i preceding paragraph, itis obyious that a widespread system of borrowin,
It constitutes an agency for the collection of information regarding the contents™ ‘ LAFA “" cannot be instituted save with the goodwill of the libraries concerned ans'
of other libraries and is already performing many of the functions suggested for s under some guarantee of the proper use and return of the books. It is fhought
such agencies. Local Governments will in their replies doubtless suggest the that if borrowing takes place through a cenfral agency in each circle or::
name of the library within the suggested circle which will most suitably fulfil * ° through ' the cential library of each circle a feeling of confidence will be estab-
the requirements of the scheme. lished. ‘The Government of India, however, do not desire to lay: down any

In connection with this suggestion of central libraries T am to allude to the L 4  hard and fast lines for guidance in this respect. It migh, for instance, by
Department of Education (Bocks) letter no. 83, dated the 14th March 1918, on found convenient that not only the central library but, other libraries:alsol
the subject of copyright libraries. In that letter also it was suggested that | within a oircle should be used as the actual agents of distribution, although -
there should be four such libraries, one in ‘Calcutta and the other three at 4 they would still be dependent upon a central agency as a bureau of informa-

Delhi, Madras and Bombay. Pending the establishment of such a library . | tion.
at Delhi some other library would have to be fixed on as the central library I One of the duties of the central agency would be to approach the various
for North-West Indis in the,present scheme. Although the question of copy- departmental libraries within the circle and to arrange with them. the terms
right libraries is entirely distinet from the subjeet of the present communication, | on which readers could be accommodated with works.

if might be convenient if the copyright library (should that scheme ma.‘,ure)\g i

q el e i i s - 7 Attached ‘to this letter is' a copy of a code of practice for inter-library
sh?ulk;i bceé;;if:lttai;;;ail—)lrtn;:l:e:::: :h: ;:bnz::;bizi]d b § . loans w_hich was submit.ted to the Conie.rer.ce of Lilg‘arians. 'flhe Go[;vernme};)t
which. would beg able .to collecclthey necessary information and to ::Jou(f'-s e o %udla d%‘émt sp i{lt“gy g:;l:rsfmzhzzgoi%i;\korthgtt‘l:fiy; ;nodfls%i t&a.ntt:i;
mupicate with one another. The libravians of the ~central libraries would : ) :g:]::;%il hliu‘gofor the (;;Jo;nisaﬁou of ;hi present scheme. i
naturally play an important part in this work and in some cases might (a8 ° Sl ) ! "
suggested above) form the agency with the help of their staffs. T am to ask that . 8. Indexing.—It is clear that a scheme of this nature will be much
the question may be very carefully considered how best the librarians ecan ‘be ! facilitated if there is a uniform system of subject indexing. The Conference,

assisted in their functions and fo what extent committees should be associated however, realised that the atfainment of this is impossible in all libraries, | At
with them. The Goyernment of India are of opinion that if the ends in view ! the same time attention is invited to the recommendations contained in
are to be satisfactorily accomplished a considerable amount of elasticity must Resolution IX of.the Conference.
be retained in the organisation and that small independent eommittees are more
likely to succeed in the matter than any department of - Government; since the Catalogue of the Imperial Library, compiled on the model of the British Museum
latter would be able to give only divided attention to the work. Itis not ol g d published. in 19081910 is a model of some value. Part of
necessary that the agency created in every province ‘should! be.similar. ' The : L meaEn % e ]c}j Index just mentioned has been compiled on the London
important point is that if such agencies are set up, they should freely com- g ‘%"nupplemen A0u6po. !

In this copnection I am to state that the Subject-Index to the Author-

i i ] 2 i i ompleting it.
Enfrmaton geRTng the herabosof menbe ok & astou g0 4o i iiien ot il
SRR e Bl R i) 'nls:JelI)]e :ne;st:i};)ued that the Librarian of the Imperial Library has compiled

In this connection L am to point out that an Indian' Library Association” a manual explalining the system of indexing followed in the library. This will
has recently been fourded at Lahore and that it is contemplated that branches Shogtlv b published
of the same will spring up af, other centres. It is possible that | associations - of y be p . - ; : A e o
this nature, including a certain number of persons acquainted with 'library 9. Centre for all India —Tt is possible tt at & 1?81? r}s)t , ue:(;em;h:ao:; &gsn;:
requirements and possessed of special knowledge might be found useful-as tion for all India would be useful as a connecting link befween S
agencies in other provinees. the different circles. Should any common system of indexing be undertaken
: : on a large scale such a bureau might be necessary. The Goven:umeut of India,
however, d6 not desire at present to make any proposals to this effect. ~They
think that it will be more satisfactory if each central agency communicates
with others. Should the circles in the future break up and their number
become much larger than is now suggested, it is possible that some such bureau

. 6. Functions of the central. agenvies.—Tt is not contemplated that the
central libraries and agencies set up should exercise control or any measure of
resorictive supervision. Their work, in addition to corresponding with one
another, co-ordinating and rendering musual assistance, would be— :

(8) to collect .and ‘im.pa,r_b information: regarding the contents of the might become desirable for the smooth working of the.cheme. :
other librariesin the circle, ; ; 10. T am now to ask that the Government of India may. be favoured with
(i) toact as the agency through which one library in the cirele may . ; : the opinion of Ny Secellevey e Geverudy G Lovucll

borrow {row another, when this cannot be done directly, on the general outlines of the scheme which has been skefched above and in

7
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particular upon the division of circles supzgested, the libraries to be selected as
central libraries and the nature of the agency which ok ;
N Wu«&g the ernby iae Lol inks mos|
suitable for carrying ou%ﬁe intentions of the mlﬁtion. I am again to state
that it is not necessary that there should be any hard and fast uniformity in the
systems adopted in the different circles provided that divergencies are not so
marked as to prevent one central agency from communicafing conveniently
with another.

11, It would be convenient in this case if the local Governments whose'

provinces will fall within a single circle could come to some general agreement
on the main lines of the scheme before the Government of India are addressed on
the matter. I am to suggest that such discussion would be useful. Should a
satisfactory agreement be arrived at, there is no reason why the provinces in
question should not at once commence their operations without further
reference. The Government of India, however, will be glad to receive
a report of such action, since its features might, perhaps, be found useful if
communicated to other circles.

12. It is alse possible that in some cases the provinces provisionally grouped
together in paragraph 3 above may consider it more convenient to work in
separation. There would, of course, be no definite obstacle to such an arrange-
ment. But the Government of India believe that at least in the first instance

the creation of a few large circles will be convenient in starting the scheme, -

although they anticipate that, the scheme once set in motion, smaller circles
will inevitably form themselves within the larger.

1 kave the honour to be,
SIR,
Your most obedient Servant,

e
Offg. Secretary to the Government of Indie.

"

Enclosure.

CODE OF PRAO’J?ICE* FOR INTER-LIBRARY LOANS.

Preliminary Remarks: This Code may be taken to embody the more
essenfial points in the actual practice of those libraries in North America which
are now the chief lenders to other libraries.. *

1. Purpose.

The purpose of inter-library loans is (@) to aid research calculated to
advance the boundaries of knowledge, by the loan of unusual books not readily
accessible elsewhere; () to augment. the. supply of the average book to the
average reader ; subject, in both cases, to making due provision for the rights
and convenience of the immediate constituents of the lending library, and
for safeguarding the material which is desired as.a loan.

= 2. Scope or extent.

Almost any material possessed by a library, unless it has been acquired on
terms which entirely preclude its loan, may be lent upon occasion to another
library ; and it may be assumed that all libraries are prepared to go as far as
they reasonably can, or as their regulations permit, in lending to others. ' Still
the lender alone must decide, in each case, whether a particular loan should, or
should not be made. : y

‘When applying for a loan, libraries should state ‘whether a photographic
reproduction would be a satisfactory substitute. Reproductions ean frequent-
ly be obtained at small cost, and have an advantage over an actual loan, in

that they become the property of the borrower.

The graduate student who has a thesis {o prepare stands midway between
these two extremes, it is often taken for granted that the needs of the graduate

* student should be met as a matter of course. But it would seem at least
-equally reasonable that the graduate student should choose his subject of study

largely according to the means he has at hand.. Not that he should be pre-
vented from making use of an occasional inter-library loan, but that his choice
of a subject ought not to be such asto involyve securing a large part of his
material from a distant library. g

x3 Material which should not be applied for.

(Practice will vary according to the nature of both applicm}tjamf'lendel{.,)

Current fiction ; any book requested for a ftrivial purpose, or which is
available in other libraries more readily accessible to the applicant ; also if
applying to a public library, current publications that can readily be purchased
and for which there is a nutural demand in a public library.

4. - Material which should be leit only under exceptional circumstances.

(Practice will vary according to the nature of both applicant and lender.)

Material in' constant use or request in the library applied to; books of
reference ; books that are not to be taken from the library applied to except
under special permission ; material which by reason of its size or character
requires expensive packing, or high insurance ; material which by reason of
age, delicate texture, or fragile condition is likely to suffer from being sent
by mail or express.

. 5 How effected.

By libraries of standing which will apply to others expected to possess the
desired material, in order of their relative distance from, or relative duty to,
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the community in which any particular requests originate; the nearest library,
whether in respect of distance, or of duty ; to be approached first.

Applications for loans should give the author’s full name, or at leasts
surnames correctly spelt, with initials ; title accurately stat'e(.i; d'&te; pub- .
lisher, or place of publication ; edition, if a particular edition is needed.
Applications should be typed or written legibly, -preferably on a card of
standard library size.

6. Limit of number of volumes.

Reapgary G.0. No ) (&T«),dmd 2 _b——  6— . i

Each library must fix a limit for itself, J
o : X ? % w » Oy ” i} 19
» 1
7. Duration of loan.
This will vary with the nature and purpose of the loan. The time allowed Bih o

will be stated in each case by the lender when the loan is made. Bour weeks
is, perhaps, a fair average period. The period is counted from the day the
book leaves the lender to the day it is returned by the borrower. An exten- ‘ /
sion of time may usually be obtained for good reasons. Application for such
extension must be made early enough to permit an answer from the lending
library to be received before the book’s return is due, The lender always

c. lv,%r g23 18 I«'mmthe__,.(w._._..., P3al woT Jdated, P . 161 F
sord o 1

reserves the right of summary recall. : 2 : 2 5 \, o dl
3 3
8. Notice of Receipt and Return.

Receipt of books borrowed must be acknowledged at once; and when » o noom 5 5 191
books are returned notice must be sent by mail at the same time. Prompt- v
ness in this respect is necessary t6. permit books to be traced if they go astray. %(A/(/D

Notice of return should states titles of books sent (with call numbers) ; .
date of return ; conveyance, e.g., insured parcel post, prepaid express, ete., in GRBER. Noi .0 dated Mok o0 7mn. . 107
the latter /case, naming the express company.

9. Eazpenses in connection with loan.

All expenses of carriage (both ways) and insurance; when effected, must

be borne by the borrowing library.- e ! m leden ﬁ"“"” %= Cennt "Zk
10.  Safeguards. - M X002 odiane cntc SAs
_~ The borrowing library is bound by the conditions imposed by the lender. ; |
These it may nob vary, although a good deal will usually be leftto the discre- | uelovune Lo @MW
tion gfbthe boréowmg library. In such a case, the borrowing library will safe- { »
guard borrowed material as carefully as it would its own; and .ifs librarian o —/b_? :
- will require to be used within . its own building whatever material would be /47/160;. 2l w_%'o Lo
so treated, in the interest of safety, were the borrowing library its possessor. ] {
. o = 11 Responsibility of borrower. g /»0 [ﬁ Z § Fen 9

The borrowing library must assume complete responsibility tor the safe- 9 : o1 : Gl
keeping and due return of all material borrowed. s y | : AMO Contash

In cases of actual loss in transit, the horrowing library should not merel . L i Coa_an ,é i
meet the cost of replacement, but should charge itself with the trouble 05; a i ﬁ\W e W

making the replacement, unless the owner prefers to attend to the matter.

12. General provisions and suggestions.

Disregard of any of the foregoing rules, injury to booksfrom use, careless
packing or detention of books beyond the time specified for the loan, will be 4
< considered good ground for declining to lend in future. S . EA 2
The borrowing library should inform individuals of the conditions attach- g fu" MWV : ﬁ

ed to each particular loan.

1
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Registered........... ...

Subject.

Replying. to Government iemo 2,823 B-1, dated 2rd

Nay 1919 regarding public libraries.

Ref On € No. 4126/1%

Station

> Dated the ..

£ 0% R

Feom (%ama)‘rne Hon!Rle Mr.R.Liktlskaile

(@%i?waﬁo%) Agi.Diveckor of Public.Instruction

o Fhe &we/tauj, to the Sovernment of Madzas, 4
Home Eduggﬂp_g@ﬂpﬂ%fmmr. Et

With reference to your Memorandum lio.822 B-1 dated
Zrd May 1‘9.19, .(!Blliné,' for my remarks on the lAetter dated 9th "i
April 1919 of the Government of Indiz -(Department of Educatiox‘;
on Resolution II of the All India Conference of Librarians heif

at Lahore in January 1918, I have the honour to submit herewit

the efclosea copy of a laetter ffom the Principal Librarian of |

the Connemara Public Librery and to remark as follows:-

’ 2 . 4
Libravy Circles:- I agree with Mr.Dotwell in*his remark§ onse

+

“this point. ) i O

Central Libreries. I\Fm jof opinion that a copyi'rgk;t, lg
PR S T R ——— e
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1) i
v’/,/” g %
[) velue than the Central Librery. I veg alsc to invite thj atten= -

d not atLendmg 1[3.@1"‘!

td functlons properly,

& ¢
Whl]e the 1atter aust,
s

of Covernment to G.O. uo. 583, Educablonal dated 23rd June

be e\lending llbrary
rendering the eollect:on 'of books in the 0ffice of the --

Connemara Public Library $ 5
4 4% Registrar of Books; acceégible‘ to students and to state that the

Yo ‘e the most suitable agency

proposed

Yadras Cirele. . ; LA
N : University Library wouldappear

é- for carryirig out the funetions 'stated in para ‘6 of the letter

Government oftIndia, were it only under Goverament

: covmec\.im but 11; is not under pu ié'k"ﬂanagéme‘nt. . Furthe L from the
w mofjuopen, to the public and the' bcoks it purchases are not surfi- 0 control, since it uas tne specielised-adyice of the Boatds of | i
ciently geneval in char e ter for = Central lerary. It will fo;‘m, Studies 'of tha University, ‘tub.as it 4s not under quemment'
- “°-"14Q!1T‘,’t: ane’ of the 1mportant libyasies, thOUBl'l not the Centre. = | * cohtrol, I have wade the suggestion contzined in para '3.supra.
Libﬂ‘ir*r of ythe circle. Simtlarly, the librery of the Office of o ; S . : X
¢ - tne Registrariof Baoks is, @t present, uot & lending library, tst N s 4, . ‘ I‘he‘f ¢: he honolur to be,
'tmg, lwrmy‘.only. However, it would form an impoytant J BB ir, ;
¥ o the Central Library ,istould the latter ve elsevinere Your most obedient servent,
o ed%fstitmed : : : W‘W
i ¢ i . . ¥ :
Central A_ggggx. The Pr]nclpal Librarian of the Com.ena*e Public 4 For Director of Public Instructi?n
Library rnight sujtably te made head of the Central Agenmcy which 5 ; v
N.lll be eppointed for the purpose of earrying out the funcdtions %\: .
& T.R. 27/6C. A

statéd in pars 6 of the letter of the Government of India and he

might be sssisted Ly an Advisory C mnittee.. It might Have, in

alia as Exofficio members the Registrar of Books, the Convener of

the Modras University Library, the Curator of the ladras Recoxrd

Office and the Seereta'rj'.“ r.hn Yedras Litevary Socis:;,». i %e

exact consetution of the Ccmmlt..ee mighty in fact te left &f

future decision. As regards other matters,” I agree in. generval

with ¥r.Dodwell, f_kmggh I dongat the necéssity for calling a meet-

ing to discus's the aonstivtu\‘.‘ions[duties and® functions of the ==

Board of Advige. e : : e

4. Loan of Booxs. I a.greu: to the “"ode of Practice for inter
librarysloans" issued:as sn eppend ix -,o the letter from --che‘Grovern-

ment of India.

S L m teg, to add, that there are good

almost Very importmt Lown in'nhe mofuss‘). the
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&Y

|
o

/’l in, the scheme. A meeting may be conveny& f‘

Rt commlutee. The liprarian wiuh 1; ¢

Copy of letter No. 104 Cl
__,//“——'
£rom the R Actl"!g Principal leranan and Ag.‘ Sﬂuperin’te‘nié‘nt
TRk e s

qovernmevnvt ._musemq, Yedras, to the o) ector of P\ml‘iz‘c Inj,twc—

tion, Madras.

AR A 5
‘»

Cdireled s very'extensive But i 'nay perhaps De acoepted

regarl to the large size of‘ each the remamlng cix‘cles.

Gentral libraries. If in vi

ing free public Jibrary Governmem, vselnct the ConnemaTa Pu’blic
PR 2R

lera‘f’ as the mos su'itable as & central li‘nrary for. cg
o‘u‘c:_. ‘ohe J.ntnntitrns of t‘ne Rgsolution, the nronosal ma@vin ny
opinipn be an“roved. "Bueh an alteration will no iém)t entall &
certain 3 Jevelopments in the o*‘gamzatlon of the 11‘0!‘6.2‘;7, the
Jetails of which can be worked out when. fhe schemne de‘velops Tul
.99.1191."_4—1-—‘5-&@1‘-@-9—& AS: observei oy the wovernment of Iniia 7
the 11braman of the central Tivrary wouli play an 1mportanE )
part in the mnctions of & cen‘c.ral agency. 'A.he Governmen'o of ;

,‘7 ‘ India desire that fhe questlon may. be very. carefully considere”i

as to how “the librarians ocan best be asslstei in *"xe;lr funct"

- and to what extent commxttees shouldd be assac:.ated w:Lthvthe‘m :

g

So far as the Madras Clr'cle is concerned it may be. suggecte’d’w
that the commitgge proposed may ‘oe an\advisor’y 'board to the 1il

rian of the central 11b‘ ary.

’I‘hé e ns‘bltutlon ot ‘tae Board,

\ dutles .and f'unctlons (¢} 'n best, b
14 %

i rem‘esentativas of the various plg

the Drupose and

the librarmn of the central library shoulﬂ be the chairman of

: elp of h’!s staff will cari

on the functions of ‘the central agency assisted hy the Boari. F

o7 its. position as the leadie |

b
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RETEE) i S

THE LOAN OF BOOKS.

w"-
e W

The conditibns of the loan of books Will no
doubt come up for considera

tion latewamons the several libra-
rians. .For the present,

s

-I‘may remark .the rules appended by the F 1

“.Government of India to their letber under refere@'e, may in
*

general be ggreed to.

A (True copyi
M/'d/}“‘“7 .
(h e S L
- A
, For Director of Public Instruction
Sl d »
&bl ,
14 : : ,:)
. R
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