


HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S TOUR--JUNE 1919.

Eutract from the address fo be presented by
the District Board of Cuddpah to His
Ewcellency the Governor.

o Lok * *

‘“While we fully appreciate the generous

intentions of the Government in the

. matter of spreading education and thank-

: . ‘ fully acknowledge with gratitude the

] & 5 : consequent advance in education among,

all classes in the district since the visit of

\ Your Excellency’s august’ predecessor in

: office, we still beg to express to Your

Exeelleucy our long-felt desire to secure

for the district free primary education and

to make it compulsory in some selected

areas. The future benevolent policy of

His Majesty’s Government towards India

to lead its people on to the goal of self-

government by gradual steps and to give

them gradually greater share in -the

Government of the country makes it

almost imperative to give better facilities

for education to the people. In the

matter of hlghel education our district

is one “of ‘the most backward in the

Presidency. The Government have been

pleased lately to sanction the opening

of a high school at Nandalur and

two ‘incomplete secondary schools af

Badvel and Rayachoti. The schools

have accordingly been opened with the

help of. the Government but are badly

wanting in accommodation. We pray

and hope that Your Excellency’s Goveri-

ment will find their way to make a liberal

: s grant towards the provision of suitable

E‘ ; s accommodation for the schools that have

| | been newly started. In this connexion

: i { . . we may snbmlt that one more incomplete

| 3 secondary school to he located at Puli-

vendla is badly wanted for this district

and we hope that when opportunity

oceurs the Government will be pleased to

male suitable provision for this. ”’ !
it # ®

Collector’s note thereon.
* A -

2. Free and compulsory primary educa-
tion.—There is mno provision in 'law
allowing the District Board to make
primary education compulsory in any
area. Hven if there were, it is doubtful
if the finances of the District Board would
allow of this reform.

8. Provision of accommodation for the
newly opened secondary school at Nandalur
and the secondary schools at Rayachoti and
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Badvel. —A representation was made by
the District Board asking for a grant of
Rs. 22,500 for the construction of a
building for the high school at Nandalur.
The Government in their Order

) Mis. No. 138 L., dated 4th February

1919, said that the question will be con-
sidered after the necessary plans and
estimates for the work are prepared.
The District Board Engineer has been
requested to prepare the necessary plans
and estimates. No  representation has
been made to Government for grants for
‘the construction of buildings at  Raya-
choti and Badvel. The secondary school
at Nandalur is proposed to be located for
the present in a rented building.

4. To sanction dn incomplete secondary
school for Pulivendla.—In 1917 the
Director called for proposals from the
District. Board for the opening of new
incomplete secondary scliools i the

. distriet and for converting the incomplete

secondary schools into complete secondary
schools. It was required . that the propo-
sal should be confined only to one com-
plete secondary school and two incomplete
secondary schools for each district.
Accordingly, proposals were submitted
and the opening of two incomplete second-
ary schools, one at Rayachoti and the
other at Badvel, and one secondary
school at Nandalur was sanctioned. 'I'he
opening of an incomplete secondary school
at Pulivendla wasTiot included in the
above proposals. [ shall.be glad if this
request of the Distriet Board is viewed
favourably by His Tixcellency.
Pulivendla is about 22 miles from the
nearest railway station and the taluk
presents some administrative difficulty on
account of its population being ignorant,
rude and given to factious fights. If is
one of the richest taluks in the district,
the soil being mosily black cotton and
producing groundnut, and cotton. The
wealth of some of the richest people is
used at present in promoting factious
troubles of a serious nature. If the
civilizing influence of education is carried
into this part of the district, it may in
course of time help in reducing the evil
and will perhaps turn what is now a
source of trouble and a field for erime into
a prosperous and peaceful part of the
district helping its general advancement.
* #* *

Secretariat Note. ;
Home (Epvcarion) DEPARTMENT.

Introduction of free and compulsory
primary  education—The Elementary
Education Bill, which is now under the
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/ Paragraph 10, page 5 of GX.O‘ No. 394, dated

1st May 1913.

VD
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@.0. No. 680, dated 17th May 1917.

consideration of Government, provides
for the introduction of compulsory pri-
mary education by local bodies m the
areas administered by them with the
previous sanction of the Local Govern-
ment. The Bill, however, does not
provide for free primary education. In
1913, the Government of India considered
that the time had mnot yet come for
making elementary education entirely
free as such a step would retard the
provision of sehools in villages without
them. They, however, desired  Local
Governments to extend the application of
the principle of free elementary education
amongst the poorer and more backward

- sections of the population. Subsequently

in reply to a question asked at the Tmperial
Legislative Council on the 7th March
1917, that Government stated that they
had no scheme for making elementary
education free after the war, but that
they did not wish to interfere in the
discretion already possessed by Local
Governments and local bodies to take
such steps in respect of particular areas
and classes when these might be
considered educationally and financially
desirable.

9. A few local hodies in the Presidency
bave recently applied to Government for
sanetion to the total or partial abolition
of fees in elementary sehools under public
management on the ground that the
income now derived from fees is small and
that the abolition or reduction will fend to
popularize - education among the poor.
The Government have decided, in that
connexion, that the general question of the
abolition of fees in elementary schools

. should be examined in its various aspects.

The Director of Public Instruction has
been asked tosubmita note on the subject
and this is awaited.

3. It may, however, be mentioned in
this connexion that, under the existing
rules, children belonging to the castes
and classes which have been declared by
Government to be backward are admitted
in  elementary schools under publie
management without payment of fees
and Muhammadans are required to pay
only half-fees. Before compulsion 18
introduced inany area under the proposed
legislation, the question of levy of fees or
their abolition would obviously receive
due consideration and whatever arrange-
ment that may be necessary to suit the
conditions of the poorer classes will no

doubt. be made.
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Paragraph 22 (2) on ;.)ageS of 6.0. No. 394,

6.0, No, 757, dated 116h June 1918.

\ 7
dated 1st May 1913.

&.0. No. 757, dated 11th June 1918.
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4. Accommodation for the high school at
Nandalur and the middle schools at Badvel
and  Rayachoti.—These schools were
opened last year with the aid of subsidies
from Provincial funds. Asstated by the
Clollector, plans and estimates have not
yet'been submitted to Government for
buildings for these schools. ‘When these
are prepared and approved by competent
authority, the question of a grant from
Provincial fands may be considered.
There is 4 provision of Rs. 2:50 lakhs in
the ourrent year’s buvdget. estimate for
subsidies to local bodies towards the con-
struction of buildings for secondary
schools and  the Director of Public
Instruction has been asked to submit
proposals for the distribution of the
amount before the 31st July next. If the
Cuddapah District Board gets plans and
estimates ready in fime a grant may
perhaps be sanctioned from the above
provision.  Except in special cireum-
stances, the grant will be limited to 50
per cent of the estimated cost.

b. ()pewing of an incomplete secondary
sehool at Pubivendla.-—The policy of the
Government in regard to the opening ,of

! secondary schools is to rely mainly on

aided agency. During the last year,
however, the Government sahctioned

subsidies to local bodies towards the

opening of 17 new high schools and 49
middle schools. (Of these. Cuddapah got
one high sehool and two middle schools.)
The object of taking this special step was
to provide additional facilities for second-
ary education and to relieve congestion
in existing schools. The * Government
have, however, 10 intention of opening
similar schools in large numbers in future
with Provincial subsidies and thus
replacing other agencies in the field of
secondary education. The policy remains
the same as before, ViZ., of relying largely
on private agencies. If a secondary
school is needed at Pulivendla, it is open
to the local boards or private agencies
to take the initiative in the matfer.

The Director of Public Tnstruction will

then consider. the question - of making a
suitable subsidy oT grant-in-aid and
address Government if necessary.
9.K.—15-6-19,
N.K.—16-6-19. g
C. RAMANUTA AcnARrYAR—16-6-19.
Regarding Pulivendla, the Department
will consider the question when it is put
betore Government. -

R. RAMACHANDRA Rno-—16—6—19‘,
L. D[avison]—17-6-19.
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