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Government) institutions were founded for the bDenefit of
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the whole population of India; .«and in order vo e¢ffect 5
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thelr object it was, and is, indisupéisable thati.cthe = 4

, be based on an entire apst-ihence from interfercnce: with

RELIGICUS WEUTRALITY IN SCHOOLS. :

iz The Government Policy of Relizious Neutrality ine

Sohools: 7

1¢ attitude of Government as regards relizion

neutraility — abstention from. teaching in pubiie

stention from interference with teaching

vately panaged schools."

This statement apucars in the Sixth Quinguenniali re
L 4

Review of the Progress of Hdusation in India. (Volume 1 -

page 22). It sums up all

ithoritative pronouncements

that have leen made on the sulject, from the despatel of
1854 to the Resclutions of the Government of India of —-

a0l The following quotagions show it to Le .he deéclaved
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policy of the Government:——

The Degpatch of 1854 says:——

-
education conveyed in them should be exclusively secular.
v

Ui e

(Section on' Relizicus Instruction). ystem of =

grants—in-aid which we propose to establish in india wi.i
o ;

the religs sus instruction conveyed in the schoois oo

assisted.” (Section on Edusation to be an:ouraged by ==

The Bducation Commission of 1885 m d.ealmg, W

the expressed desire that culture and réhgmn shuuld B




not be divoreed says that "in Government institucions
l'ﬁ. 12 f? 7/I ., Ghis desire grastified."” {paragraph 526). It
T N AN SN
18 U:Lﬁry;{pmiuh)agrees with t} rinciple as to grants—in-aid laid down in
1 { L
. | G 3 -
i ‘7’“&”"“ 7*((‘{'0 the Tespatch and guoted above.
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The Government of India in their Resalution of
3 1 1 . : 5 2 S5t
2 11th March 1904 say, "It is the settled volicy of Govern—
S
interfering with the religious =
¢ ven in aided schools. liany of these, —-—
g o maintained by native ranagers or by missionary Lodies in
; varicus parts of the Empire, Supnly religicus and echical
E instruction to gomplete the educaticnal training of  their
| o ¢ 3
Q; I i scholars. In the Government institutions the instruction
] i .
B X

is

, and must continue to be, exclusively secular."

The Government of:India in their Resolution of

sthe 21st February 1913, in the paragraph dealing with  ——
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*Direct religious and moral instruction' speak of the ,——
% himate "Government of India as bound to maintain a position of —
H/ 5
| W complete neutrality in matters of religion."
¢ L}
h N " 2 =4
e § 1 . ) 2.  Redsons for this wolicy.

The réasons for this policy are to be found in
the Desnatch and in the statement which appears in the —

Imperial Gazettcer of India (Volume IV. Cha

published under the authority of the Secretary of State

for India. The rvason, according to the Despateh, 1s "o
> z B >

prevént the slightest suspicion of an intention on our ——

¢ useé of the influence of Government for the —
purnose of proselytism.” In harmony with the extract —

from.the Despateh given in the preceding paragraph, the
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-non=Christian reiigions.
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the Gazcticer of India states:—

"The existence in India of creeds differing

widely from one another and from the faith of the ——
ruling power has made it essential for theé State to
assume a position of strict religicus neuttality in its

. B = <
tions with public instruction. Phis

18 given in Gover

Sound secular instruction® a private institution

is egually entitled to Government aid whether it Leaches
the v zion of Bible, the Shastras, or the koran.'
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cannot, cven if it wished, suvport the

reiigion which

he suspicion of secta—
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abstention.
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advocates of Indien Bducation, the principlée ol religicus

ired to be carefully stated so as to make

it nerfectly clear that Goveirnment woull not

requires to

equalliy clear that scheools and coileges under

ed for the propagation of

managerment dare not o
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Alternative to this nolicy.

In history of education

alternative has and

nvioned,
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tioned only 4 In ‘Chapter VIL.
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Provinces and in Punjab. But in
C 1 rnstruction 1s gaiven
school hours, it iz not imparted Ly teachers on
not. finane out of
cannot: he ge
avowed policy of Government.
6 tHelT g
inf Jn A
3 vowed policy of Government. Bor instance, ah i |
renresentation was to the practice of conducting |
Hindu wg the o of ‘a gchool under ==
nanageneni. The' Gouncil leoarn shat subsegue
i nued. Again a re ntation was
nade © of Pubiic I b
a witich included the
names 1oUs suitabie for school
use. The Director stated
tHe Conneil in irding this a-breach of neutrality;
i the nosition of Government was that im matters of ==
{ > e e
! : ) education they shouid impartially deal with a
{ and rvecommend books and pictures dealing with
provided educationaliy suitabie. The Gouncil,
- * .
24 as it does that the difficulties in the way of
carrying out. this policy are ! insuperal :
" any countenance should be given to it, and trusts that
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(3) the giving of gzra
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paras 4 & 5 of
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‘Home (Bducation) Departmentf

C.No.2840 A. From the D.P.I,,B.C.No.8534‘dated
14-11-18. _ : »

Subject: Hemorandum on the policy of religioms
neutrality in schools prepared by the
lissionary Bducational GCouncil of
Southern India.

The ilissionary fGducational council of Southe
India submits a memoraﬂdum prepared by it on the
Government policy of religious neutrality in
schools and desires to know whether the Government
consider that the memorandum embodies correctly
their policy in the matter. As explained by the
councii) the policy of Govermnment in the matter of .
religious instruction dés one of complete neutra-
lity. At the same time, the tendency offgiisting
systems of eaucation to develop the intellectual
at the expense of/moral and religious faculties
has engaged the a;:tention of the Government of
India and the Local Govermnment. In 1911/ the

geested that local committees on which
Indians might be largely represented should be
appointed to consider whether any practical
measure;s could be taken which would remove the :
defects of the present system and influence the
fising generation for good. A committee was
accordingly appointed by this Government. The
committ;e reconmended that moral instm@'tiqn
f:hei:stie basis should be given i :
and V'h_igh;it elementary éeixbél,s;

instruct
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pages 46 to 49 of
G.0.ibid.

_ considered that the authoritative introddction

NOTES. = rag;ﬂ_
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desircble subject of instruction. The Director

of religious tfeaching into schooldunder public ' 1
management would not be in accordance with the
principle of religious neutrality. The Govern-

ment have ,after consideration, left out for the ! *
present the question of providing for religious 1
instruction and have approved as an experimental »
measure & scheme for imparting morel instruction ~
in four Goverrment secondary schools. No detailed 2
reply has yet been sent to the Government of India
pending consideration of the results of this

experiment.

vl S

2. As regards the existing practice in
regard to religious instruction, it is submitted
that no classes for religious instruction are now
held in any school under public management except
schools for Atu.hammadans. Special arrangements
have been made in the latter class of institu-
tions. ~In G.0.No0.358 7ducetionzl, dated the ‘Zi
25th lfay 1905, the CGovernment accorded permission :
to the Muhammadan Tducational Assoclatlonz%_r"_‘l
impert religious instruction in the Liadrasa—i-
Azam on the following conditions:-

(1) that the instruction is given out of |

school hours and does mot interfere in auy

with the school ewrriculams :

(2) that no boys are admitted to the re-
ligious instruection classes without the written
consent of their parents or guardians;

(3) that if at any time a room in the school
building ca.nnot be spa:red,tne Association will ~:.‘ |
be required to make other arrangements; and

(4) that atFny time the Government may
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4_‘yithdraw the permission to use the room.

In G.0.No.404 Sducational, dated the 10th

" May 1912, the Government granted, per11551on to

the staff of {luhammadan schools under publlc

managenent to teach the Koran and giye religious

instruction in the school premises subject to the

,,—condl‘lc144

that the instruction was given out
of school hours without interfering in any way
=t IOLES,

with

the school curriculam and that no Jbupil was

adnitted to the religious classes without the

written consent of the barent or guardian. The

Missionary Tducational council states that it ‘

cannot but think that the provision of these

arrangements is not in aceord with the Government’s

declared policy of complete neutrality
of religion.

in matters
Apparently, the council has over-

looked the observations of the Court of Directors

in para 84 of their Bduweational Decpatch of 1354
extracted below:-

“Considerable misapprehension appears to exist i
as to our views with respect to religious |
instruction in the Government institutions. i
Those institutions were founded for the benefit
of the whole population of India; and, in order
to effect their object, it was, and I8, dindugs

pensable that the education conveysd in them
should be exclusively secular. The Bible is,

we understand, placed in the libraries of the

colleges and schools, and the pupils are able

freely to consult it. This is as it should be;

and, moreover, we have no desire to prevent, or

discourage, any explanations which the pupils

may, of their own free will, ask from the

R i ';"
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masters upon the subject of the Christian
religion, provided that such information .be

given out of sciool hours’

3. In schools under private manggement the

i 7§ v 1293 managers are at liberty to make such arrangements
k7 - W /7'/7’770 -

as they think fit for religious and moral instruc-

&
X
w

-

tion.
. : 4. In para 4 of its memorandum, the council
| ‘V, * f/a{» desires Govermment to make it perfectly plain that

ite poliey of neutrality includes abstention from

recommending what is specifically religious quits

as much as abstention from teaching what is

religioms. It is submitted that it is not possible

¢2§ to secure unanimity of view on the question

| whether a publication is specifically regigious

Besides the Court of Directors in their

or not.
daspatch duoted above raised no objection to the

introduction of the Bible in school libraries

and the studentdconsulting it. That being so, it
does not appear thekGovernment can object to the |

provision of books relating to other religions and

their consultation by the students.

5. In para 5 of its memorandum’the Missionary

Educational Bouncil considers that certain matters
specified therein would, if allowed, constitute
violations of Government policy of religious
neutrality. These are noticed below:-

(1) the giving of religious instruction ina

school or college under public m enent within

school or college hours and as a regular part of

s = PR T, L

| _tho work of the imstitution. |
rz

e R B

-
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| beginuing school work with prayer is not unco b

iald iy

The D.P.I concurs in the view that this

would constitute a breach of the principle of
neutrality. It is submitted that there would be
no breach of neutrality if all religions were
treated alixe and instruction given to pupils in
their own faith. As it is not possible for
Government to make such an arrangement) they
have decided that instruction in schools under
public management should be purely secular. It is
submitted that the proposition as framed is
somewhat wide and“that there will ve breach of
neutrality only if instruction is given in a

particular faith to the exclusion of others.

(2) the éonducting of any form of religious

worship in a school or college under public vi
T

management .
Jianapeiense

i
The Director is doubtful whether this would‘\: '
constitute a violation of the accepted policy. "'I
He points out an instance in which in a Governme;‘
girls' school, work began with Hindu prayers. Aé |
this was done without authority,it was stopped.
It is observed from the Fuhjab Government's repl’
to the Government of India in regard to religioé’ L8
and moral instruction that, in Government and 3 ,
Board schools in that province) no religious |

teaching is provided but that the practice of

in Government high schools. It does not appea:

that this practice prevails in any other provi=

!
‘The Funjab Government presumably considers tha: %

this is not a breach of the principle of neut
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(3) the giving of grants from public funds

to teachers of religion as sugh in schools or

: =
colleges under public or private management.

1

The D.F.I agrees with the Missionary council |
that this will constitute a violation of the
Government policy. Here again there will be no

breach of neutrality if all ‘WSdeytreated aliks

but this is not possible under @z present o
Condidr'ono
@rbears>. The Bengal Government recormended
that under certain circumstances the cost of
employing teachers for religious instruction
might be paid irom state funds, but the Government \
of India have not yet passed any orders on the
proposal. :\,‘

(& _the official recommendation of re11gloud

books and pictures for use in schools or colleges ‘

under public or private management.

The Director remarks that the prineciple

enunciatad in this"is too sweeping and that the
"policy of Government and the practice of the

"departnent cannot be made to depend upon pre-

v

"nossessions as to the merits of Indian art or
wthe attributes of Hindu déeties™. It is sub-
mitted that the D.P.I's view seems to be gorrect.
sworaa 3t will ve very difficult to decide

whe ther & book or picture is specifically reli-

gious,Jhe Government]have distinctly recommended
the inclusion in text bookd of stories pertaining

to the Hindu or iluhammadan religion (vide para 2
(iv) of letter No.535 dated 3-4-13 printed in
G.0.50.557 Educational ,'dated 12-6-13 and also
para 5 of the resolution printed on page 3 of °
6.0.0.59 Tductional, dated 1-5-13). Many

the Text book committee for

books recemr:
N
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use in the lower classes of schools containg

15

i
stories from Indian religious literature. Several
text books in vernagulars used in schools and
colleges relate to Indiasmythology. In these
cases, however, it is more the lite;al.'y an the
religious, aspect of the works that is taken into
consideration. The same is the case in regard to
pvictures also. In 1911 the Government of India
‘t;rought to the notice of local Government,s} the
desirability of supplying to schools pictures
produced by the better class of Indian aﬂ%ﬁh
in memo li0.160-2 ,Educutional,dated 17-2-12 the
Government approved the Director's proposal

to produce wall pictures for schools illustrating
Indian Ristory and Wythology. In the absence,
however, of suitable drawings for reproduction, :
the proposal was subsequently dropped (G.0.No.

1032 Sducutional|,dated 2-9-14,) !most all Indian
pictures are likely to bear on religious subjectsl-
and it is doubtful whether on this account such
pictures should be excluded from schools under
public nanagement. The Director states that "a
"good series of pictures might on occasion be
wracommended though admltted@/ it would have to

wpe done with extreme care'. In view of these

facts, it is doubtful if the Missionary council!
arcunents under this head can be considered to

be justifiable. In this connection, attention

is solicited to para 4 supra

é ¢& As stated in para 1 above, the whole
questlon of religious and moral instruction in

schools has been under correspondence for sometimg
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3
between ‘he Government of India and the localfz.

Governments, The question how far deviations

the present accepted policy can be allowed will
appérently pe decided by the Govermment of Ind: ‘
after the results of the experiments now being
= mede in severa] Frovinees are known_please see
letter to the Government of Biher and Orissa on
@ page 60 of G.0.No.1457 Home (7ducation) dateq ;
Y7-11-17. In the meamwhile it does not appear |
desirable that the Government should bind s

themselves tq any hara line of action as

suggested by the Uissionary council. It will ’
s o0 “ always be open to the couneil to bring to the I
Y CA & notice of the D.P.T and the Government any

| flagrant breaches of neutrality in the matter i,

of religious instruction in individual schools

| o under public management. It does not ir fact '
\‘ appear that the occasion for the present memo- i
& randum has been the infraction of any rule or .f
| poliey. It seems to be intended more as g re- i

o b b presentation to the Government of India and the

S

*f\q‘ )," local Government not to deviate from the declared
0 { : Policy as the result of the consideration of the

general questions above referred to. e may .

merely say that rending final orders of the

| Govermment of Indig on the general questions

now under their consideration, the Govermment are.=ies’
“« S

T

unable to advise the council as dfsl;ggigﬁ\

\gi . .K.28-11-18. )
g‘ Isv'.f((d&lz-l& Zx
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Beott. 1110 (5)—1,603—21-1-18.

Religicus neutrality in scuocols. Requesting tne D.P.[. to inform

tiome .(Bducation).. DEPARTMENT.
: ,}\

e . ; B 2 ; = : .
the Vissionary Educational Council of South India that the Govermsent Lave

~ no .intention of departing from the policy of religious neutrality nitherto

followed by them and tHat they ere in-: general egreement with the conclu-

sions of the Council as to what would constitute & violation of that policy.

READ caIy G.O. No dated

‘)

191

£ ” ”» ” D))

191

2
RRAD ALSO:—

$WNo. 2840-A  From the. . DePul.

2.0 No. 8534/16dated 1918 -
» » phE ) 3 SEa S

”» YENG )y » P 5 el

(“3,, ORDER. No. , dated 191

b - B0 Nis,

Tue D.P.I. is requested to inform

the Kissionary Hducational Council of

g South India 'that the Goverrmment have

always achered to the policy of reli-
gious neutrality in educational matters
8s laid down for tmeir guidance by tne
Govt. of India and the Secy. of State, s
that they have no intention of depart-
ing from it till it is altered or variea
2. The Govt. observe that religiocus
instruction is never given in a school
or college under public management
wituin school or college hours and as
a regular part of the work of tne insti-
tution and tnat no form of religious
worship is conducted in such an institu-
tion. Grants na;le never been disbursed
from public funds to teachers of reli-

glon as such in schools or colleges

E
5
i
%




or private management. K

under public

official recommendation of religious

books and pictures as such is ever made
to educational institutions though some
| of the books approved of under the
E rules of the Textbook Committee may
refer to religious ideas. It will e
seen therefore tunat the Government are
in general agreement with tue conclu-
sions in para 5 of the Memorandum of
the Council as to what would conati-
tute a violation of the accepted policy
%. The Government observe that the
Director in his Proceedings Dis. No.
8122, dated the 9th December 1916, has
accorded approval to the use in recog-
nised achools of certain drawings pre-
pared by one V.3.Serma relating to the
*Avatars of Vishnu' and 'Ramayana, the
Great War'. As it is Ob‘JiOUSiy not
possible to restrict the use of the
pictures to non-religious purposes,the
Director is requested to withdraw the
approval to their use in schools
accorded 'in his proceedings qucted

above.

R.R.R.
18-6-19.

To

The D.P.I., kpaxz

(Para 3 not to be communi-
cated to thelilssionary
Council).

Lo

DD
. DEPSRTMENT.

Religious neutrality in sck;g}_g_l_g. Requesting tne D.P.1. to inform %~

3 ¥ = ) . 3 4 > A s
the Missionary E(Aucatlgnal Council of Soutn India that the Goverrment have

. T1-10 1,603—21-1-18. i
Spoth, TE10 6160821118 Home (Edncation)

Ho intention of departing from the policy of i'eligious-s, neutrality hitherto
followed by them and thaf they are in general agreement with the conclusions

of the Council as to what would constitute a Violation of tuat policy.

REap aeaiy G.0. No

 dated.. — 191

~ ) Rz4p 4180:—

0. No. 2840-,

From the

21918 =

1 TR o (ke

191

No.yaz,dated i e { - 191

/.

ORDER.

o Vis.

The D.P.I. is requested to inform
the Missionary Educational Council of
South India that tue Goverrment have
alvays aanered to tue policy of religiow
neutrality in educational matters h\ ;
laid down for their guiaance by toe i
R Govt. of India and the Secy. of State,
. ; ‘ tuat they have no intention of depart- \

. s

and toat they are in general apreement

from it till it ig glterea

with the Council in its comclusions in L

para 5 of its memorandum as to what

would constitute a viclation of the
accepted policy.
2. The Government observe that the E

: Director in his Proceedings Dis.No.8132

‘, e L s dated the Gtu December 1916 has accorded i

approval to the use in recognized scuools

of certein drawings prepared by Pme
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,.‘ e " .

M.S.8arme relating to the'Avatars of :
Ti i d ! % © . )0 s A“Jé:A/L 4
Vighnu' and 'Rema; 'a he Grea sk o

Y 7

-

it is ; = not possible to restrict
the use of the pictures to non-religious
purposes, the Director is requeeted‘ to |
withdraw the approval to their usewmsd

accorded in his proceedings quoted above.

ﬂ//f@ﬁ//

The D.
- para i to be commurni-
cated to the Nissionary
Council).
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