


Cochin State, Trichur, ()/,

18th March_ 1919,
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The Secretary Honme (Education) Department,
Covernnent of Madras,
Sir,

Writing on behall of my mother and brother, with refer-~
ence to C.0.N0.167 dated 10th February 1919, Home (Education) De-
partnent, copy of which wag given to me by my tenant, Mr.Hart, as
3 one of the ownerg of The properties mentioned in the abobe

quoted G.0., have not, up to date, received any regunlar official

information of this intended acquinition, in spite of the fact
2 k

that I have petitioned the Collector on the subjsct nearly a year

ago, when T received gpecond hand information fr;gﬁmy tenant, 1
" have the honour io reguegst youn will be good and kind enough To now

T least furnish me with full particulars relating to this proposed

acquirition, with all correspondence on the subject, and to state

5 5 | why, in the opinion of Coveranent or any of the individualwm con-

cerned in the nmatter, the acquisition of nmy properties in parti-

cular, for the location of a privaite Indian school, side Dy side
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with an Anglo-Indian school, znd not two furlongs ofT from other

Indian Christian and Hindu schoolsg, should be deemed necespary;

and how it comes That this has been made a cage in which the Land

Acouipition Act can be made applicable, it Leing plainly obvious

that the education of any individual cannoti e classged as "Public
Purpose", in the same nmanner as the construction of a road, canal,
park or, line of Tailway would be; Tor, while the latter is for
the uné of the public al large, a use directly subsgervient to
public nbceﬂrity and convenience, the Tormer, though it may be
incidentally Deneficial to the pudlic, Tundamentally serves private
interest, and so makes ar much difference beitween the two purposer
as there ip difference of meaning between right and wrong,

.




Let me inform you at once and for all time that my mother

brother and I, joint owners of the above said property, Tinally
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|

and flatly refupe to relinguish our properties, or any part there
st ol [akaysar : ; § %f’f of, and congider this acquisition wilful, wmjustifiable and op-
si22g ' ; ‘hiv‘ " posed to Public policy. The most precious of human possessions
{ to every one of us is Just Taw, and I fail to mee how thir acquis-
T UNASIINONE A ; ition can be made justifiable. The purpose, ag already pointed
NEYRL" O FHARNT SVY : ' & - : ® OUL, can,by no stretch of imagination, be classified as "Public
o i L . FPurpore', and therefore, the case iz not one in which the Tand Ac-
LHTIE UL IW G iTond BRS YLTeN Vo To Slnssi N e . 1 gquisition Act can be applied. I have Turnished the Collector of
[Of wharsUs® {300 Padsh ““f.ou.’ BT A ﬁ Madras with other sommd reasons which T will here pet forth fd&_

TRBNN VHNL IR of AWE. RS oW To vao nvaiasg : ; your reference,

1. IT ig curious to note that the authoritier of the C.hama~—

nujan Chetty's High School have moved goverament Tor the acquig- o
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ition of my properties without having first consulted me on the i
e : _ . ‘ i subjecti ¢
2., AL the time of application the Director of Public Ingstruct-

ion was not made aware of the relative positions of ny property,
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the Doveton Boys! and Cirlgs! High Schools and other Indian ﬂchoolﬂi
and has pince exprepsed surprise and regret in not having been
furnished with thies important infermation, bt having recommended
the acouisition, he was not inclired to right the wrong that was

done,

¢e 1T is not clear where the necepsity comes in to acquire
\ ‘ ; these particular plots, so irregularly situated with reference
to the plot first purchamwed Tor the school, and intersecteéd with
roads,
Y B nQid st inen A o SRARE B AL . Yasenas 3 4. Why hap it been deemed £it to locate this Tadian school
o EY g TN it & Bitusy med ) T aee & ; in the very nidst of an Anglo-Indian Quarter of the city?
AR S SR NG SARL da ST e R e ke E' 5. Ip it not a superfluous huddling together of schools to
e ‘i bring ihin fchool and place it alongside of the Doveton College

ey P VIR LSRRIt S ETONE i ot o b ikt b etk e ) : and within two furlongs of % other Indian Christian and Hindug

i : % . A et i Bl R sl L : 4 schools which already neet the requirements of the locality?
e P R R e g e 6. Is it not known that the students attending the school

o)

i | under reference come nostly Irom Egnore and Kilpauk and that the
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school is, therefore, not ceatrally situated?

7. The locality is highly congested as matters stand, with a
market not 100 feet off. The latrines that will be needed to meet
the requirenments of 600 students or more will certainly not inmprove
the sanitar& conditions of the place. The Thasildar of Madras,

during an informal vigit, endeavoured to induce me to part with

L —
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the property on. the grounds that the locality was uni?élthy and
that Covernment would grant me land in Kilpauk, better situated.
Vhy should notl the school go there?

8. Congider how Doveton College ip situated! VWhen the sane
can be done in this case/and the rchool locaied to better purpose
in an open mpot in the eentre of the student population, why have
the authorities taken such a violent fancy to ny property? '

9. If the school authorities will not be convinced of the
error that hag been undoubiedly commitited in locating the school
in the wrong place, as was pointed out by the Inspector of Schools
sometimes Dack, and will perpist in making thal error greater,
why d4id they not avail thenselves of the opportunity of purchasing
the property which adjoins the school on the easgt, and is much
larger than mine, and wag lately in the market? This is far more
suitable and convenient, nince it would form one guadrangular
Dlock with Vepery High Toad running on the north sidejy but the
authorities did not fancy this as the price was nigh, and they
hoped to have ny property cheap by inducing Covernment to force
an acquigition. Again, had Mr.Seddon's property been acquired,
and if further 1an%?§ecmcd nece s.ﬁ-ary/tha“b lying on the wept
night have Ween purchased and a portion of an objectionably con-
gepted area relieved,

10, Vhen and where are these acquisitions to stop? For the
school ig bound to expand, as ite hirstory proves,

£l The schoollwhich wae Tirel contained in one building'now
occupies two if not more buildings, aboult a furlong aparb, all of
whiclhh were once private Anglo-Indian dwelling houses, The provi-
pion of repidential houses in the locality is more a '"Public Purpo-~

ge'! than the provision of a school, and it ir a regrettable fact
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to note that residences in Vepery are, one by one, Dbeing converted
into Cineame-theatPes, Oilman store 8, Schools, Tinker's and Cob- .
lers! shope. Tegarding the fchool, I suppore we will roon have 'a
hortel to be attached +o it located in another Anglo-Tndian houée
a mile off,

12. Thepe propertics have been in'my Tanily for over one hund—
red years, having been acquired, Lelfore the taking of Seringapa-
tan Dy my great Crand Father, T.deutenant Healy, who fought and

Dled in mixteen battles for the H,E.T.C. Service, and was nain-

tained by my Crand Father, Major Mires-Wright, and ny uncle,
Major-Ceneral James Kelly, both of whon Tought and bhled through
the Indian Mutiny, and all of whon nerved the Covernment faith-

fully.

The sweetest, dearcst spolt on earth is Home, and the

authorities have not only set their hearts on a neighbour!'s land,

N

but,regardless of the Teclings and sentinments of others, and the
heartache and sorrow they are causing the owners by attenpting to
deprive them of their ancestral home, have moved Covernment to

force this acquigition in an irreguglar I manner,

Under these circunsiances, I implore and pray Covernmeng
in the name of Sacred Justice, %o set aside this application as
being objectionable on Sanitarx,%ocial and Educational groundn,_
wilful, fanciful and unjustifiable, and to better reward the

humble services of thoge Who were among the Tirst to help in build-

ing up this Empire,

I have the honour to e,
Sir,

Your most obedient

P, W.D.Specis Ingineer, Cochin
Covernment, Trichur,

_ Copy to The Pregident, Anglo-Indian Lepociation, Madras,
Copy to the Director Of Public Instructions, Madras,
Copy 1o the Collector of Madras, :

Copy to M.I..ITy. C.lamanujan Chettiar Avl., Madras.
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