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.‘N OTES CO\TNFCTED WITH A RESOLUTION REGARDING ANNUAL
' FINANCIAL STATEMENT

[For the meeting of the 5th February 1919.]

[Susseor.— Reduction of school and college fees. ]

Locar aND MunicreaL (LEGISLATIVE) DEPARTMENT,

The Hon’ble Mr. B. VENKATAPATI RAJU :—

§ | —— AN, °

X "This Council recommends to His Excellency the Governor in
Council that a sum of Rs. 1,35,150, i.e., 250 per cent of the present school
-and college fees revenue, shown in XIX (a), (b), (¢), (d) be deducted and that
“the provision under 45-B. CIVIL WORKS be reduced by the same amount.

Houe (EpucarioN) DEPARTMENT.

The Additional Member virtually recommends that fees levied in colleges and

-schools, both general and professional, should be reduced. At the meeting of the

Legislative Council held in November 1917, the same Additional Member moved the
following resolution :—

¢ This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the Government

be pleased to take necessary steps for securing the reduction of fees of the students

: both of schools and colleges to facilitate the wider spread of education.”’

The resolution was after discussion put to the vote and lost. The present
resolution reverts to the proposal in another way.

2. The question of reducing the amount entered in the budget estimate under
“the “ Receipts ” head can be considered only after Government have approved pro-

- posals for the reduction of fees. As no such proposal has been made or accepted by

Government, the Additional Member’s suggestion cannot obviously be accepted.

3. Besides it is not clear how, if the fees are reduced, the incessant demands
made by the Additional Members for more equipment and better pay for the teachers
-can be met. The efficiency of the institutions is bound to suffer and this cannot be
prevented by merely deleting certain items of non-recurring expenditure in the Publie

~~ ¥ orks Department budget in the current year. Any reduction in fees will also affect
the fee income of aided institutions and it is doubtful whether the managers of such

institutions will agree to such a step. The Government have now under consider-
ation large schemes for the expansion of elementary education and this appears hardly
the time for surrendering legitimate income and violating the long-established policy
‘that higher education should as far as possible be made self-supporting.

4, Orders are solicited as to whether further information should be called for,
whether the resolution should be discussed in the Executive Council and who will

" .be in charge of it.

5. The file may be sent u.o0. to the Director of Public Instruction for remarks.

S.K.—29-1-19.
N.K.—29-1-19.
C. RAMANUJA AonAI;IYAR—30—1-19.

R. RamMacraNprRA Rao—30-1-19
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' graph 4 ante.

Orr1or or THE DIRECTOR oF PusLic InsrrUOTION.. -

The resolution should obvio_uslj be opposed. -
 H. 8. Dumoan—30-1-19,

Home (Epucarion) DeparTmesT.
The file may be circulated to His Excellency for orders with reference to para--
: 0
T.K.K.—30-1-19. ;
C. Ramanusa AoHarIyar—30-1-19.
R.. RamacuanDrae Rao—30-1-19.

The Director of Public Instruction will take charge.

P[exTranD]—81-1-19.

Extract from the Pro—ceedings of a IMeeting of the Council of the Governor of
Fort St. George assembled for the purpose of making Laws and Regu-

lations under the provisions of the Act of Parliament, 5 & 6 Geo. V»
Ch. 61. ¢ ; \

- The Council assembled at the Council Chamber, Fort St. George, at 11 a.m. on Wednesday,
the 5th day of February 1919. /

8 RESOLUTION RE REDUCTION OF SCHOOL AND COLLEGE FEES.

The Hon’ble Mr. B. VEI\’;KA’I'APATI Rasu moved the following resolution :—

¢ XVII. This Council recommends to His Excellency the Governor in
Council that a sum of Rs, 1,35,150, i.e., 25 per cent of the present school and
college fees revenue shown in XIX a, b, ¢, d, be deducted and that the pro-
vision under 45-B. CIVIL WORKS be reduced by the same amount.’

In doing so he said :—* Your Hxcellency, my proposal in this resolution is to reduce the-
existing scale of fees in Government colleges and other institutions, technical and professional,
by 25 per cent. I need not dilate once more in this Council upon the necessity of reducing the
fees. That question I have raised and discussed threadbare. I know perfectly well the:
attitude of Government ; they say that the institutions should be made self-supporting and
therefore no encouragement should be given by reducing school fees. Then it was pointed out
that the spread of education stopped on account of the high scale of fees levied in the insti-
tutions. We are not considering what steps we have to take with reference to the deduotion of
fees-in other than Government institutions, because if we once agree to reduce the fees in Goy-
ernment institutions, it is very easy to seoure a reduction in other institutions belonging to
private bodies. But the question is whether it is desirable to maintain the fees at this high
rate or whether it is desirable to reduce it. I have calculated that by the reduction the Gov-

ernment might lose Rs. 1'35 lakhs which is a small sum as compared with the amount which .

is provided for being spent on education. This will afford additional facilities for a large
number of students. The, high rate of fees is counterbalanced in other institutions by pro-
viding scholarships to a great number of poor students whose means are limited and ‘who are
unable to continue their study, but for some scholarships. =~ But in these institutions we have not
got even that advantage of having scholarships to keep pace with the demand of poor students
who are men of ability but have not got the means of obtaining collegiate education. If the
Government' think it is necessary to raise the standard of fees to prevent boys who are
otherwise unable to cope with the study for higher education because higher education is a
luxury which could be secured only by those who can afford, who have the means to secure
that education—if that is the policy, then we differ from that policy. We cannot discuss now
that question. 1f you want to keep the fees at a high figure in order to see that persons who
are unable to cope with it do not bother themselves with higher education and such of those
poor people as have got the ability and as come to prominence in the lower classes are not
to be given encouragement—if that is the policy I respectfully submit that is not the correct
policy, because we must secure the wider spread of education to the largest number of people ;
it is not for usto say whether the students should go and take advantage of higher education.
It is a fact known to everyone of the councillors that most of the people are unable to continue

. p@cher grades of study on account of the high fees an1 also on account of the oost of going to a

different place because they have no institutions in the locality where they have their parents.
As definite recommendations are wanted, I bave made this important definite recommendation
that one-fourth of the existing fees may be reduced to give help to the poor students.”

The Hon’ble Mr, R. LirTLEHEA1LES : —*“ This resolution is, I submit, extremely vague in its.
application. The Couneil is asked to recommend that a sum of Rs. 1:35 lakhs, that is, 25 per
cent of the present school and college fee revenue, be deducted. The vagueness is evident to
any one who endeavours to ascertain how we are to reduce the fees by Rs. 1'35 lakhs. Is the
reduction to take place on a uniform scale throughout or is the reduction to take place partly in
one direction and partly in another, 50 per cent in one direction and 10 per cent decrease in
another ? ; .

‘The Hon'ble Mr. B. VENraTaPATI RA3U :—“ T 8aid an all-round reduction.”

The Hon’ble Mr. R. LirrLemaines:—“1 do not think the resolution can be discussed.
The policy of reduction of fees has been thoroughly threshed out ip this Council and on the-
present occasion we are only concerned with the disposition of the available funds an_d we cannot
discuss with any value or with any fruitful result the reduction of fees when the policy of reduc-
tion of fees has not been accepted.” ' .

The Hon’ble Mr. B. V. NaArRAsiMEA AvVYar :—“May I know what is meant by the refer-
ence to the faoct that the polioy of reduction of fees has been rejected ? »



(Mr. Littlehailes ; Mr. Narasimha Agyar;  [5ta Fessuary 1919, :
Mr. Venkatapati Ragu ; the President.) = R
The Hon’ble Mr. R. LrTTLEEAILES :— May I explain ? I merely meant to say that the
Honourable Mover of the resolution had already spoken on a previous occasion and made his
suggestion at a previous meeting at which it was not accepted.”’ ' 5

The Hon'ble Mr. B. V. Narastura Avvar:—¢I do not know if I was exactly present
at that meeting and, I believe, it would not be ultra vires at this meeting to come to the
conclusion that a reduction of fees is desirable, taking the present circumstances into 6onsidera-
tion. The whole question is whether we should have a reduction of fees. The Hon’ble Mr.
Littlehailes thinks that the discussion was so recent that it is unnecessary to raise it again. I .
will, however, say this, that the matter is one which is worthy of consideration by the Honour-
-able Members of this Couneil, because we have repeatedly heard complaints that education is@-.
made increasingly costly and if any little effort can be made, by the reduction of 25 per cent or
by some other method, it is worth while making it.  Therefore there is something to be said
in favour of the resolution.” TR

The Hon’ble Mr. B. VENgaTaratr Raju:—* Your ‘Excellency, the Hon’ble the
Director of Public Instraction says he does not agree, and the Government do not gropose, to
-deviate from the policy once adopted. Still I press for a division on this resolution, because on
principle we wish that there should be a wider spread of education at less cost to the students.
I have suggested there should be a 25 per cent reduction in the school fees ; where the present
fee is Rs. 100, it must be reduced to Rs. 75. Because one definite mode has to be suggested

I have suggested this, not that I am enamoured of this percentage. Istill pray Your Excellency
that a division may be taken.” : : /

His Excellency the PRESIDENT :—¢ If T might say so, though I have admitted thig resolu- k- ' ; ' e S
‘tion, the Honourable Gentleman would be better advised to bring it forward on another occasion. &
As regards the general principle of the reduction of fees, the difficulty which the Hon’ble
the Director of Public Instruction has mentioned is a real one. We are now dealing with the
figures in this particular budget, and unless we have a plan according®to which we could reduce
‘the fees, no reduction of fees can be made in this budget. [t isa practical difficulty to which
the Hon’ble the Director of Public Imstruction is quite correct in drawing attention. The
resolution is general in its terms. I am not quite sure whether I have nof gone too farin
admitting it in the order paper. In this matter of the financial discussion we must have
‘definite proposals. Apparently the Honourabie Member bronght this forward on a previous

" -occasion, and we have discussed it on the present occasion, but at a later period he will have a
-chance of bringing it forward when the general principle of the reduction of fees to be oarried
out may be brought forward and then the Government can set *o work on a plan or decide to
work out a reduction. That isall that can be said on the present occasion.””

The Hon’ble Mr. B. VeNkarapatr Rasv :—¢ T do not press it, Your Kxcellency, l",hough
I am not satisfied.” i

With the permission of His.Exce]lency»the President the resolution was withdrawn.

H. G. STOKES,
Acting Secretary to Govt., L. § M. (Legislatie) Dept.
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