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dated 6th September 1918, I have the honour to submit here~
with a report on the Punyanatha (S8iva) Temple at Tiruvadav‘j'
in the Nannilam Taluk of the Tanjore District and to reque

that Geovernment may be pleased to:the the temple in questio

o
permanently included in the Standard lList, declared a Pro-

tected monument énd repaired at Goverpment expense so far aé'

the stone walls of the main bullding are concerned as these

walls alone are of any archaecloglcal value,
; I have the henour to be,
Sir, '
Your most obedient servan

Superintendent,
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atha Temple Tiruvadavayil

Nannilam Taluk, Tanjore District.

The Punyanatha (Siva) Temple at Tiruvadavayil is situated
at a distance of two miles from Koradacheri railway station on
the branch line between Tanjore and Negapatam and is in the Nanni-

lam Taluk of the Tanjore district. Architecturally, the build-

ing is unimporta.nf; and seriously decayed. It 1s a stone built
Chola temple consisti.ng of a small shrine chamber cont;a.ining a
stone linga, with two small mandapas cor halls in front and a
liitle Amman shrine attached te the north-east corner of the main
bullding, the entire structure being covered .by a flat roof of
the usual kind. Over the shrine chambér is the remains of a

decayed dome=-shaped brick and plaster tower or Astﬂpi. This:
portion ¢f the temple and the roofline above the stone cornice

1s thickly covered with rank vegetation which would have to be -
completely removed before 1t could be repaired with new masonry.
Inside, the temple contains nothing of archaeological or artis=-

tic interest, but on the surface of the outer stone walls of the
buillding are a vast number of important inscriptions worthy of
preservation. In his Annual keport for 1917-18, paragraph '19A
and pages 89 and 90, the Assistant Archaeological Superintendent
for Epilgraphy has recorded these inscriptions and considers that
they are of sufficient hig't‘;orical importance to require subyen-
tion by Government in preserving the temple freom further decay.
The temple is said to be the préperty (ont Tiruvadavgyil village : .
and a few of the leading villagers represent the trustees of the
temple. They have no funds to repair the building and in order
to -preserve the inscriptions the following repalrs are required
and the cost of the same will have to be met by Government if the
work is carried out:- :

(1), Remove the decayed brick and plaster tower or'stﬂpi
over the shrine chamber and root out the vegetation growing along
the roofline above the stone cornice. Eepair the entire roof
with new concrete and plaster sc as to make the same watertight

and proof against the grcwth of vegetation. There is no necessity

to rebuild the stlpl at Government expense as the object of thege
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proposed repairs is to save the inscribed stone walls only from

further decay. The rest of the building contains nothing of

archaeological importance and is not ‘worth 'repaix:_ing at Govern-

i ment expense. Pt

©

(2). Here and there, the outer stone walls are out of plumb

and some of the stones are in dé.m;er of fallinge These should . . g

g be numbered, removed and refixed in position. here such stones . i @‘ ¥ LL_E
; i o e

are missing, new stones should be provided as a constructional neces-® : o

sity so as to bring the cornice to a uniform level all round the rcof-

; line of the building. The new stones need not be ornamented with =
: : . ‘ \Mowes 52251 3] 18-3- (3
! carving like the old ones. The main outlines of the mouldings alone

will be sufficient. : . : : ! e Wl—o ko Lo
' ' ' f 2 dadd UES % maneh
(8). The temple stands in a brick walled enclosure with a gateway i M 152 < ’

i
L, - facing the east.  Around this wall inside is a ruined brick and plaster : :‘ IQlQ' MW M_/.UL—
5 verandah and between this verandah and the main building is an open “ 9 ‘ s ‘ - ﬁ i

' space forming a courtyard. This space is under water during the rains - £ ‘
l ‘ | ?WW7AM.AMA =) lwa./'v‘e

! and should be provided with proper drainage tc allow the surface water

to escape. The compound'walls, verandahs and gateways and the little 4
shrine abutting on to the outer north-east corner of the temple enclo- : * w p—f. auerevt~ MM
sure, are all very dacayed hut I do not consider it necessary to repair z = g t Lo : CMW

|
them at Government expense. 5 § ‘

(4). The first thing to be done is to have the temple included in the I

Standard List of Ancient lionuments; secondly to have it declared a

i
| \§~\§§$
|

bProtected monument under the Act if the repairs are to be executed at’ ’

Government expense; thirdly, to fequeat the Public Works Department to B

frame an estimate of the cost of the repairs proposed above -with a view
to saving from further decay the stone walls containing the inscriptions
cn‘!.y, as already mentioned above, as the rest of the building is not worth

repairing at Government expense, N

rerege

: Superintendent, 4
Sth M arch 1919, f grchaeclogical Survey. I
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v. & Submitting a statement showing the necessary parti-

culars for the inclusion of the Punyanatha (Siva) Temple

at Tiruvadavayil, Nannilam taluk Tanjore district, in the

Standard List of ————-=- selected for conservation.
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(QM'P%%CL"%O%) Superintendent,Archacol ogical Survey

bouthern Circle, lMadras.
Irab e 7el
Fo Fhe Sectetary to the Government of Nadzas
i )
woue (EDUcaTIONPepachinent.

51‘/1’/ Fort St. George.
'y i

With reference to Government Home(Education)Defnart-
ment Memorandum No.522 B-1, &atéd the 18th March 1919, I
have the honour to submit herewith a statement showing the
necessary particulars for inclusion of _‘bhe Punyan-atha (Siva)
Temple at Tiruvadavaylil, Nannilam taluk, Tanjore district,
in the standard List of Ancient lionuments gelected for con-

servation in the ladras Presidency.

" I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedlient servant,

ke rlesil

Superint,enden‘b .
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*  Statement showing necessary particulars fdr inclusion in the

Standard List of Ancient lonuments selected for conservation.

F

: Serial
% ber.

owner-

Temple.

Names of Reagon for ;
Taluk. Locality.| IMonument. conservation. ship. hemark
: A o
| Tanjore Districti |
Nannilam |Tiruvadavayll |Punyanatha (Siva) Historical.Private
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Superintendent

Archaeolobical Survey.
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