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CuNo, [p3-Publicity,

From
S.Wadsworth Esquire,I,C,S.,

Secretary, Publicity Board, Madras,

The Secretary to the Government of Madras,

Revenue (Special) Department, Fort St.George,

I have thre honour to forward, enclosed, a note on Publi=

city work by Mr,A.C.Clayton sometime Editor of "War News" for the

_Publicity Board,

I have the honour to be,
sir,

Your most obedient servant,

ERN A

for Secretary,Publicity Board,
Madras,
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The time for the temmination of the nuviu%l of ’V 3
the Publicity Board, as at present oonlt:ltuud, is rapidly .
approaching, ';
It may be of service if some attnﬁt is made to indi=
cate the lines on which work of this kind may be oout:lnued
: Publicity vork may be classed as ;
YL thaf.’rela.ting to work to be done in schools; and

II., other Publicity Work including communications to
newspapers,

.

I. AS TO SCHOOLS.

Two publications have recently shown the extreme
importance of providing teachers and pupils in schools
with correct information regarding the Grear War.,

They are:= ;

Friedel's German School as a War nursery.

" Gerard's Face to face with Kaiserism.

The former shows how the Gemman Militarists have made
systematic use of Gemman schools to train the German pepu-
lation in obedience to and faith in militarism, and to
prepare the youth of Germany for military service. The
iatter shows in an interesting chapter that during the
course of the war pro-Germans prepared pro-German publica=
tions and secured their introduction into American schools

Certain, vernacular and other publications in this -
country have been brought to my notice which may give a
mistaken, imperfect or distorted view of the war; and
there can be little doubt that what has been done in the
United States will ’bo attempted in India,

It will be well therefore to provide both touﬂurl
nnd scholars with such accounts of the War as may safe-

rd them from misunderstanding its causes or its ruulh

It is not possible or desirable that any ctt-pt :
should be made to give a detailed hiﬂoq of ﬁthmt War
either to teachers or pupils. But a chplo smont of
the causes why the war began, the aims of the Aniu, the
reasons why the war lasted 8o long, America's part in thi> :
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India's contribution to the war and her obligation to the

Allies, why the struggle was worth while, and the great-
‘ness of the victory gained, together with brief,picturesg
ﬁsccounts of some of the chief events and personalities of
the war, should be of high educational value,

SECONDARY TEACHERS,

Regarding secondary teachers, and” teachers who are
in training colleges for teachers of the higher grades,who
are thoroughly conversant with English, there will be
ligtle difficulty in finding suitable text-books prepared
in England.

One I would Buggéaf. is that by Sir Bdward Parrot on

»the causes of the War, "Why Britain went to War®, ¥

PRIMARY TEACHERS.

In regard to primary teachers the Educational Depart- ¢
ment of the Publicity Bureau of the United Provinces has
dealt with the problem in a satisfactory manner,

If primary teachers can read E;glish with some faci-
1lity the small book called "THE GREAT WAR" in two parts
will give them an account of it which is readable and
reliable.

If they cannot read English freely this book may
easily be translated into the vernaculars ﬁf South Indis
and so provide the Gext book they require,

SECONDARY SCHOOLS,

In secondary schools pupils in the upper classes
generally imov a good deal of English and they too could
profitably use "THE GREAT WAR" in ite English form.

In the lower secondary schools, where the pupils are

less familiar with English, a vernacular translation

“might be used. -
H.B, The defect of this book is that it has no maps;

put if & large number of copies should be required it
would probably be well for the Madras authorities to
secure permission to publish an edition of their own; and

the necessary maps, which would be very few, might be

inserted.
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3.
RIMARY SCHOOLS.

I should not recommend the use of English text books
in primary schools. The Educational Department of the

has published
Publicity Bureau of the United Provinces/in two small
parts "AN ELEMENTARY STORY OF THE GREAT WAR" which might
be translated easily into the vernaculars of South India,
and gives a very clear and very interesting outline of the
Dbeginning, the causes and end of the War,

H.B, This English original requires a little adapf;a—
tion in places to meet the special conditions of South’
India, and the last chapters might be easily improved.For
this reason I would suggest that it might be worth while
for the Hadras authorities to secure permission to print
a revised English edition, If rightly done such an English
edition might be of use in the lower classes of Buropean
schools,

The point on which I would lay most emphasis is that
the use.of these text books should not be optional but
compulsory. The Educational authorities should require
them to be studied in the training colleges Qnd schools
énd the Inspecting Officers of the various grades should
be required to make sure that thisubeing done, :

I, QTHER PUBLICITY,

1, Useful work can be done by publishing information
on such matters as

the purpose of important public works such as new

irrigation works, railways,

the cultivation of indigo

improvements in the cultivation of ootton,

intensive agricul ture,

silos and the storing of fodder crops,

diseases of cattle or crops,

hygiene,

epidemics,

malaria,

the care of the eye sight,

skin diseases,

paper currency,

small investments in Savings Banks,

Such publications should be written in the simplest and
mdst direct English; and the vernacular translations

ahould be colloquial and attractive in style.

Py

I am doubtful whether such publications '111 receive
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sufficient attention if published as supplements to Govem. \

nent Gazettes., My experience as a manager of village

schools leads me to infer that if published by t.he-nduca.-
tional Department, or thx;ough/ the Educational Depariment,
and circulated by them to all schools, where the teachers
would be required to instruct their pupils in the matter
contained in them, they would receive more adequate
attention than if they appeared in Gazetted. It may be
possible to reach village officers, postal officials,
police and revenue subordinates by means of supplements
to District Gazettes; and I would publish the information
Just referred to in the supplements to the District
Gazettes. But for schools I am inclined to think that the
better method is by publications sent out directly through
the Bducational authorities,

It will be seen that in regard to publications I lay
most emphasis on reaching teachers and pupils, and my .
experience as a manager of schools and the result of my
experience in the Publicity Board confirms me in the con=
viction that it is through the schools that the masses of
the Indian population can best be reached, though I woulds~
not neglect other means of spreading infommation,

2, Communications to newspapers.

There is another form of publicity work which might
be developed., There are several hundred newspapers in
this Presidency. The large majority are vernacular papers

with a very small circulation chiefly in mufasal towns and

villages. The Editors or Proprietors are in some cases
highly educated men and in most cases they know enough
English to make use ar. communications in simple and direct
English.

My own‘knovledga of the smaller vernacular press is
limitod to a few pﬁblicationa in Tamil. But it is my
impression that most of the communications sent out by the
Central Publicity Board have failed to receive attention

in
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- set an officer on special duty for these purposes. 5

Ainstitutions and to insure that they shall be studied.

5. £ o o
thé smaller vernacular journals because the style of
English was not sufficiently simple, I have heard similar
criticism from those who know something of other vernacu-:
lars,

I am convinced that communications which are written .
in simple English and which womk#t avoid the use of techni- ;
cal tems generally, and carefully explain in footneses !
or in the teXt such technical terms as are used, will be
welcomed and published or otherwise reproduced,

Such communications might be made much more frequent- :
ly and might deal with any of the subjects mentioned and
such other topics as >

changes in postal or telegraphic regulations

new railways and means of communicetion

the development of Mesopo tamia

British Colonies in Africa

openings for Indian labourers,

MACHINERY,

As to what may be called the machinery for carrying
out these suggestions <
1, The revision of the English originals and the

reading of the proof ‘sheets. :

An Elementary Story of the Great War (for elementary
schools) and The Great War need to be put into the hande
of someone familia; with the limitations of the readers
and with some idea as to the kind of English that may be
translated easily into the South Indian vernaculars, and
altered heré and there for translation purposes,

Next the traﬁsla.tior}s will have to be carefully
supervised to secure that they are attractive in style but
simple, :

The Direétor of Public Instruction might be asked to

2., The Educational authorities might be asked to

prescribe these books for use in schools and training

3. Similar procedure might be adopted with regard
to leaflets or pamphlets on other subjects which it is

desirable to ‘bring before teachers or pupils. But in every
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case the matter put into the hands of the pupils whether

in English or in the vernacular must be simple in style

and yet so written that it shall be understood and welcom-'
ed by the pupil. It is only by putting it into a fomm
which the pupil can appreciate that it will have any per-
manent educative effect on the pupil in later years,

4. With regard to communications to the press it
should be recognised that to be of use they must be clear
and in very simple English,

It may be needful to aﬁpoint an officer with speoial. 9
qualifications for this work to be Editor for all such
communications from Departments or from officers, with an
office staff sufficient to enable him to send out urgent
communications promptly. He would find a committee of
advisers such as the present Publicity Board very helpful
for giving suggestions as to matter to be written,criticis—
ing the vernacular translations, and giving counsel as to :
the best methods of securing publieity.

6. There would of course be no thought of encroach-
ing on the critical dut;es of the ordinary newspaper, or
of any party or polif.icai propaganda, But if some such
Bureau of Information as I have suggested were conducted
efficiently, it would probably help many newspapers in
the accurate presentation of osa-entia.l facts about matters
which affect the well-being of the people, and concerning
’which)irn the villages and out).ying’)istricta, they are

extremely ignorant.

O\.Q.W

Mount Road,Madras, Sometime Editor of "War News",
January 1919, Publicity Board,Madras,

’
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