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SORLBAL TR,
Registrar, University of Maa’ras,
The Secretary to Governﬁent,
Home (Education) Department.
¥ D

With reference to G.0. No. 1576, Home (Education), dated
10th December 1918, sanctioning the continuance of the post of the
University Professor of Indian Economics for a further period of
five years from December 1920, I am directed by the Syndicate to
address the Government on the' desirability of establishing fhe Pro-
fessorship of Indian Economics on a permanent and not a temporary
basis.

The desirability of a Professorship in Economics for a

7/

period of at least five years was pointed out to the Syndicate by

the Government in Memorandum No.1314-3, Education, dated 2nd Septem-
ber 1912; éommenting upon the Syndicate's proposals for the utili-
éation of the grants from'the Government of India. Sanction was ac-
corded in July 1913 to a scheme under which such a Professorship \!4
was to be created, but it was not till December 1915 that the chair
was first occupied. The delay in obtaining a suitable Professor

was due principally to the faect that the inducements which the Uni-

Versity was able to offer to economists of position were not suffi-
“cient to attract them to India. The original salary of £666 had to

. be increased to £1,000 per annum, mainly hbecause the appointment

was for a definite term of five years only and no prospects couid

"be held out to any Professor appointed of continuity of service

either inlthe University of Madras or in India. Since that Profes-

80rship was created, partly with Government funds and partly with

University funds, the claims of Economies in the Univefsity of




easing. Dr.

f%as-hgve been steadily in

fessor of Fconomics, is net; it is understooa prepared to accept
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reapp01ntment though he mlght be prevalled upon to consent to a

AT e T N S T T T AN RS

short extension of ni's tem s the Syndlcate is unable to flnd im-
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mediately a successor. In these 01rcumstances the Syndlcate is
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very desirous of avoiding the difficulties previously experienced

in securing a competent economist to fill the chair - difficulties

which, as stated above, relate primarily to the salary offered a‘@i; '

the lack of prospects. ‘ f‘ ’A'ﬂ
ii That a successor to Dr. Slater will be required would ap- )J

pear éf;dent from the fact that this year the University has inau- Lf

gurated a course and examination for a Diploma im Econemics. This

course, in case of part time students, extends for three years and
A

will be completed by the first batch of students some considerable {
time after the date of the termination of Dr. Slater's appointment.

Arrangaments are now being completed for a second batch of part time

students to enter upon this 3 years course in Jily next. Further, H
the time cannot be far off when degrees in Economics, which Dr.
Slater advocates, will be instituted in this University. In the

|
year 1917 the Syndicate appointed a representative committee to con- .!;

sider the best means of encouraging the study of Economics in the

University, and proposals were laid before this Committee not only |

but =zlso for the separation of Economics {
for the institution of the present Diploma in Economics, from the !
study of History as a separate subject with separate courses for
Bachelor's and Doctor's degrees. The Committee recomménded in t"r

first insfaﬁce a thorough trial of the course for the Diplomax
lthe Diploma proves a success, there can be little doubt that an ir-
;refutable demand will be made for the institution of higher degrees
studies and examinations

in the same supPject. The organisation of

in Bconomics for the Diploma and degrees requires the expert advice

of a permanent Professor of the subject, and such organisation ;
should be ready inm advance of the actual supply of candidates. 1t
will be impossible for the University either to conduct its own -
Diploma courses’ when these are in full operation or to provide ade-
quate assistancece to the affiliated colleges to enable them to train

students in the courses for degrees in Economics unless it creates

%
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‘rience at,its head. With the experlence Dr.

'{lecting a suitable person to succeed him on the expiration of his

x.fdwn appointment.

sq A The Syndicate 1s therefore most anxious to obtain from .f
”ﬁﬂthe Government a definite statement of its acceptance of the prin-

ciple of a permanent Professorship in Economics and also of the

amount of financial assistance which might be expected from the

4
f Government to meet the cost of such an appointment. The Syndicate
{

0 4! .notes that the Government proposes t@et the temporary Professorship
— ey suggested should be paid for from accumulated balances of the recur-

{ ring grant from the Governmént of India. It may be observed that

these balances will be largely drawn upon to meet the cost of the

2 : : . o X
~bresent Professorship of Economics; the .contribution under this

\

T

&//.head from the non-recurring grant from the Government of India will °

(be pPractically exhausted by the end of the current flnan01al year.

4! in all
4ot

\&probablllty, a considerable sum to supplement the grant of one lakh

made by the Government of Madras to the expense of the compilation

of .of a Tamil_Lexicon. Further the Syndicate has consistently had in
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- View the utilization of these balances to supplement the original

: grants which were allocated to the cost of the new University build-
- Aﬂ%hngs the erection of which, it is hoped, will not be much longer
dglayed. "hat the ultimate cost of these buildings will be the

Syndicate has no means of estimating but undoubtedly for many years’ o

to come building matPF1a18 and equipment will remain at a much high-
er price than before the 7ar when the original estimates for the

building were prepared and approved.
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A Sir,
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\ Your most obedient servant,
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