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Submitting letter from H. Bhimasena Rau Bsquire, B A,, Deputy

Acco nt-General, [requesting to exempt his son from age rule to :

appear for the S.8.L.C. Examination of 1919.

ENcrLosURES

N. Ref. on Cur No. 1826/19

Station s B e Dated the ...

From (@lamg)m Hono
(@win}@a’ciro

Fo The Secretary to the Government of Nladzas,

Home (Zaucation) Department.

s,

Submitted.
2. Exemption from the age rule has not hitherto been
given to any boy under fifteen and I 8m° not prepared to

recommend the relaxation of the rule in the present case.

for Director of Publie Instruction.
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63, Royapettah High Road,
. r.@mmpﬂ, 2 §m
Madras, 2 & < (#1919,

From
<z
H. Bhimagena Rau, Fsq., BeAs,
(Deputy Accountant-General, Madras),
To
The Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Home (Education) Department,
Through £
The Director of Public Instruction,
; Madras.
Chiey

With reference to the rule fixzing the minimum age for

the admission of a pupil to Secondary School Leavéng Cortifi-
cate Txamination, I beg to submit the exceptionally hard case 7

of my eldest son B. Medhava Rau, for favourable orders of Govern-;
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ment. He is a pupil of the Madras (ﬁlristi:m Oollegiate School,
and will, in the ordiné.ry course, be eligible to sit for the |
examination to be held in March 1919 from all points - attend- g
ance, attainments, character and conduct but the technical ob-
jection that he will not complete his 15th year till the 6th

June 1919; will stand in the way.:

My boy was educated in the early stages in Ruropean
schools, and at home,’ when I was at Calcutta and Rangoon in the f
early.parts of my official career; and when he came here in f
1914, he was examined and admitted to the third form on the 1st l
July 1914 in the P.S. High school, Mylapore. He was always ir
congidered to be one of the best students if}i&the class, and was
duly promoted to the 4th and Bth forms in the same High School |
on the 1st July 1915 and the 1st July 1916 respectively. As I
found in July 1917 that he would be 2 years below the minimum
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age limit if he were allowed to o to the 6th fomm, I put him
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for a second year in the Tth form in July 1917 in the Christian

Oollegiate School, into which he vwas admibted after a stiff

examination. He was promoted to the 6th form in July 1918 and

from his marks it is found that he is among the best few in the |

class. It will be observed that unless he is given Qxemption‘




" he would have to waste one more year (till March 1920) when he ha. §

a.nd allowed to appear for the Txamination to be held m ,,farch 19', )

already wasted one year in the Vth Form. If exemption is not
granted, there will be no incentive to his work during the remaln;
ing months of the year 1918-19 in the VItheform, and there is the
fear t‘hat he will waste his time. Even if he does not wsﬂie‘ thi;,, i
year he is sure to waste next year if he were allowed to rema.inrin‘?
the same class (VI form) over again. TFor a bright student. like '
him, whom I intend to send up for University studies it is like a
mill stone on his neck. "
The rule requires that a boy should complete his 15th year %\
on the first day of the month in which the examination is held,
j.e. as the examinations are gemerally held in the 4th week of
March he should have completed the 15th year on the 1st of March.
There should be many hard cases like‘tha.t of my son where the

pupils would complete their 15th year just & few months later.

In my son's case he completes his 15th year on the 6th June 1919
having been born on the 6th June 1904 i.e. he will thus complete\
his 15th year before the College is opened in July 1919 and ad-
missions are made to the Junior Tntermediate class of the Colleges
Tt seems anomalous that hard and fast rule should prevent a
bright student from pursuing his course smoothly and debar him
for a year unnecsessarily. If the intention of the ruls: is that a
boy should be fifteen when harenters“ follege to be able to bear
the strain of higher education that intention will be satisfied

in my son's case, as he would complets that age before he joins af:

Oollege. I would beg in these circumstances thdt you will be s0 *
good as to obtain exemption for my son and a.llow him to appear

for the ensuing Public Bxamination to be held in March 1919. 1 &
earnestly hope that Government vould provide for such hard cases w

amending the rules in order that such bright and intelligent boys

whose only fault is that they are a few months younger than the

rules require may continue their ofiresr at school without impe=

diment.
I beg leave to add that if the rule in regard to the
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* studies for hiis public Examination. I wouldy therefore beg to re-
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° \desired expedient with a view to avoid strainagoungé\'
pu*plls the ob,]ect is not e}uned so long as the pupil is allowed to 5
remain at school and study the sub]ects throughout the year. To
answer the papers in ghe sub;eevts,m which he has received ins-
truction systematically in a well;._-coniiwhcted school, would, I beg to

state, not be a strs.m at all.
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ain as the. mI‘Bwhas already been relaxed in the case of |

girls, thnro should be equitably such relaxation in the caae of

boys who could bear the strain if any, with' less dlfflculty than

s

girls: As boys in a large majority of cases cont;mue_ their stu=
dies the hardshipd on accotnt of this rule is all the more greater
in the case of boys.

I would also add that my continued gtay in Madras is very

(ot

uncertain, as I may be transferred any da,y A-t;d other “part of India

and that I am very anxious that I should be @.ble ‘to supervise his

quest that my son's case mey be treated as an exceptlona.l one and §

that favourable orders passed on the same.

T beg to remain,

Bir,

Your most obedient servant,
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