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University Regulations

Sanctioning certain alterations in the — with a view to lightening the English course for
the B.A. (Pass) Degree. 2

‘*&.[7

Reap —the following paper :—

" Letter—from Fraxcrs Dewssury, Esq., B.o,, LL.3., Registrar, University of
Madras.
To—the Secretary to Government, Home (Education) Department.
Dated—the 4th November 1919, :
No.—7395. -

T have the honour, by direction of the Syndicate, to submit for the sanction of
Government, under section 25 (1) of the Indian Universities Act, 1904, the enclosed
alterations in Regulation 5 of Chapter XXTIT and in Chapter XX XT of the Regulations
relating to the course and examination in Enslish for the B.A. Degree adopted by
the Senate on the motion of Mr. R. M. Statham at its meeting held on 24th October

S 19197 ;

Iam to explain that these alterations which were adopted by the Senate by
37 votes to 27 are intended to lighten the course and examination in English for the
B.A. Degree by omitting therefrom the option of ether the ¢ History of the
TLanguage’ or the ¢ Principles of Rhetoric and Style.” ;

The Syndicate has directed me to request that the Government will give its
immediate consideration to this communication, so thaf the proposed alferations in
the Regulations, if sanctioned, may operate for the benefit of students in affiliated
colleges and others who are preparing for the B.A. Degree Bxamination of 1920,
and who are at present in a state of uncertainty asto the subjects they will be
required to present at that examination.

ENCLOSURE

Uniﬂémity a} Mudras— Resolutions adopted by the Senate at its meeting held or
o 244h Qctober 1919.

(__ That Regulation 5 of Chapter XXIIT and Chapter XXXI of the Regulations be altered
T g XIII under ‘L. English T mitanton
%) eculation 5 of Chapter X under ¢I. Englis anguage and Literatore
omit th(;) }v‘(l)rd? ‘u(c) at the optios . . .oand style) and omit the paragraph ‘For the
History . . - and style’ g T :
(i) Tn Chipter XXXI in the time-table for the B.A. Degree Examination in English
Language and Literature for the existing time-tabls for-the third day substitute the following _
time-table :

Hours. Subject,

10—12-30 " .7, ... Modern Poetry ...
aad in the bot:l marks for <400’ substitute © 340 .
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Order—No. 1372 Home (Educatmn); dated 10th Novem’ber 1919.

- TUnder- seB‘ﬁmn mi) of-the Indian Universities) Act, 1904, the Government
samctwu the alterations m the University Regulatmns relatmg to the course and
examination in Engpsh for the B A chree, r,ubmlt(ed with the Registrar’s letter
read above. <1 N BN

,('lrue extract).
R. RamacHANDRA Rao,
Secretary to Guvernment

'

To the Registrar, University of Madras.
Copy to the Direotor of Public Instruotion. i T
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UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS
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= N X f""‘—:d“‘ % / SENATE Housk, 4-_NOV J—QJ_Q
A
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I am sending officially today for the consideration
<of the<§9vernment alterations in the Regulations for the B.A.
Degree co;ree and examination in Bnglish to eliminate from
the course the alternative subjects - History of the Language
and Rhetoric snd Style. These proposals were accepted by
the Senate on the motion of Mr. R.M. Statham after a prolonged

debate and the student population is fully aware of the fact

but is uncertain whether to continue the study of these sub-

jects or not. It is obviously desirable that orders should
be passed as sobn as possible so that the candidates for 1920
examination may know what they have to prepare. The Syn-
dicate has directed me to ask the Government to treat the
matter as urgent, and I shall esteem it a favour if you cen

do what you to expedite the issue of orders. .

Yours sincerely,

}¥.R.Ry. Diwen Bahadur
R. Ramachandra Rao Avl., B.A.
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| Logether with & lerge nuuber of other members

i:of the »Eena’&;e/l think it wnferiumnate thet the reso-—

lution proposing these alterations should have been

accepted by the Senste. This, however, is not &

sufficient reagon for Covernment refusing o accept

; Kt l
acceptance of the motion. I suggest/the alterations
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the Press to keep matter standing fora specified
period, ordinary papers of 8 pages and under
*| will be kept standing for one week, and larger
-| papers for two weeks only. Zhe type of mofes
.land of all confidential papers is distributed,
immediately after striking. 4
(¢) This slip, properly and completely 4
filled in, should accompany every paper sent to 4
- | Press; it will be returned by the Press when ¢
- | proofs are furnished ; it should be sent to the .
Press when a call is made for revised proofsor
when a corrected proof is sent for striking.
When finally returned by Press it should
be filed with the original order or letter. 4

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PRESS.

(@) If, in the opinion of the Superintendentof =
—— the Press, a paper has been marked urgent
§nnﬁeoesuarily, he should send the Press slip to

| the Registrar with a remark to that effeot.

! (b) Unless a note to the contrary is made
| againat the matter, pencil entries should not
| bo printed. The Superintendent of the Press
‘xany bring o the notice of the Registrar
| asy instance of incomplete or careless. editing.

| (c) Bignature copies ot letters to the

| Secretary of State or to the Government of
- | India should be printed on hand-made paper.

" (d) This slip should be returned by the Press
| to the Secretariat when proofs are furnished ; it
| will be sent back to the Press when proofs
|are returned corrected and should be finally
| returned to the Seoretariat when struck-oif
{ copies are supplied. e “
! (e) The names of the Secretery and Members i
should be printed in full when they oceur on
the right hand side, only the first time when
they appear on the left eide, the initials alone
being printed later.
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12 ‘HIb E‘("ELL“‘""" THE GOVERNOR-IN-COUNCIL

Port Saint George

+ ; ‘ T ADRAS.
] / T—— liay it please Your Excellency to accord a sympathetic
: @ oy e .
-7 : ) hearing to the prayers of your humhle memorialists:--
| T mmdtandwios) le, the students of the final year (pass
: ,l,-“:u .| gou urse) of the three first grade Colleges of this
| CltyA. beg ¢ leave to approach you with the prayers

that the resolution relating to,the deletion of

MW L-Retoric and Language from the B.A.

nglish course

may be given effect to from the date of its acceptance

by the Senate, . It is apprehended ‘that as the resclu-

? % Roat.
i k@&m g " tion was not clear or definite about its operative
N wws,«: part, it might not be made to arply to the candidates
& [i > \whe have to sit for the B.A. Fxamination next April
TR "oy oo 1(1920). ¥
0~ g The memorialists beg permission to state
8 - ;that in the case of a resolution permitting the
o Intermediate students io appear for their lxamina-
) ﬂ tion in Compartments, the resolution was interpreted
v e 7 s 80 as to give the benefit accruing from it to the
R /j\%‘( candidates of the year. :
2 The memorialists feel that it would be but
| ; M an act of justice if the students of this year are ”
e 4} given the relief which they require very much. Since

the advent of Influenza in lladras the health of students
«» has been cgaid’e;‘ably impaired and the strain of Fxa-

i mination study, if ever it can bo said to bn severe,




or

In the three Colleges in iiadras there has been consi-
derable dislocation in the Professorial Staff and both
the Professors and the students have been trying hard
to cope with the heavy strain involved in the present
over-burdened Tnzlish studies. Besides this handi-
cap the students of this year will have to face a tho-
rough change of Text-books next year in ”ngliﬁh. The
extending of this facility to this year's students will
considerably strengthen and improve the chances of

their passing the Examination this year.

It is the devout prayers of your memorialists
that Your Excellency will be gracious enough te include
your memorialists in the Scheme of relief so generously

gronted by the members of the Senate.

For this act of generosity and sympathy
Your Excellency will earn the grateful homages of

your humble memorialists.

Je beg to remain,

Your Excellency's humble memorialists,

(Copy forwarded to His Excellency the Chancellor,
‘University of Madras, with the list of signatures of

the lMemorialists).
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The existing Regulation regarding thej
subjeots in English Language and Litorature
was as follows i— ~ |

The course shall be (a) composition: on !
matter supplied by books set  for|
perusal ; (b) the study of English literature |
and its history with special reference to sat
books studied in detail ; (c)at the option of
the candidate either the history of the Langu-
age or the principles of Rheforic and style. |
Tor tha history of the language, a work or a|
portion of work of Chaucer shall be prascrib»!

ed from your to year but need not necessarily

be changed each year. A Syllabus of the

outlines of historical English Grammar be |
prescribed. ' A syllabus shall be preseribed in

the principles of Rhetoric and Style.

Mr. R. M. Statham proposed that clause (c)
and the proviso following it be deleted. Two
objects, he said, forced him to move this reso-
lution. In the fivst place they were in an ano-!
malous position. The subjects for the Pass B.
A. were harder than those for the Honours
Oourse. At present they were trying to make:
the students for the Pass B. A,
Scholars more than good citizens and )
perfect gentlemen, which it wasjintend-
ed to make the subjects were of the nature
, {of an advanced technical culture. There
| was every reason that the Pass B.A. boy

{should have a lighter course. The lengbh
of the course of study for Pass B. A. was the
same as that for Honours. There were 18 text
books for Pass B. A, while for the Honours

{ course there was¥a lesser number.

# Mr. R. Swaminadha Aiyer seconded the
regolution.

My, C. P. Ramagwamy Aiyer, in support-

!ing jthe resolution, said that the guestion

. jinvolved was one of vory great im-

‘portance, viz., what was flie aim of an aver-
age ladin the Englishcourse. He had had

«the advantage of & well known Prolessor

-and though he was a medalist, his general

!impression was that the average student ob-
tained a knowledge of Chaucer and the
history of the language by cramming by
means of compendia. They were deal-
ng jwith the Pass B. A, students, of
| whom what was expected was a workmanlike

‘knowledge of present.day English, to express
‘ himself decently.

The Hon'ble Mr. Justice Coutis-
{ Trotter supported the principle involved in

!jlu vesolution, They had to solect|

jbetween two aims—capacity to express |
one self in idiomatic English, or to k:\uwi
Hoglish sufficiently well to go on
and study other subjects as a special
course. He was mot, however, in
favour of deleting clause (c) in its |
entitety. He bolieved that a kuowledge |
of Style was somewhat essential. On the
whole something more radical must ba done
and the syllabus remodelled. t
Mr. A, Krishnaswamy Iyer said that he
took it that the object of the University in |
emphasising a koowledge of English was, !
fiestly, thas the students might have a wide |
outlook so that they might becomas good '
citizens and, secondly, that they might be in
& position to express their thoughts in good |
{English. If bhat be so, the object of contin- |
uing the present system would bs that the |
at its stamp of approval on the
em of crammis i >
ahadur

him g.\h_ogabhsr, for there was the alternative [
| ;::u:;e‘l: rh:hheric‘;,l'l‘he resolution of Mr. Sta- |
am, he ought, would not achi |
Bifast o admmiow e e |

|| ¥The Hon’ble the Rev. E. M. Macphail |
said that he was under ,the impression thas |
the amount of English in the B.A. ordinary
course had been rather over-rated and con-
sequently he was in favour of the
proposals broaght forward by Mr. Davies !
and carried by the House. Pergonally he '
was not going fo support the [pro-
posals of My, Statham. He thought thas it
woild bo a great pity at the present juudture
When the whole of their educational system | &
was likely o be thrown again into the melting %
. |pot.  From the educational point of view in | /.
India, English played very much the samo |
part as Latin and Greek in the University
courses in the West. Though he was inclined
© a reconsideration of the whole question of
a certain minimum course for English which
all students should fake, he was opposed to cut:
ouf the whole as proposed by Mr. Statham.
Mr. G. A. Natesan said that they should

| remember that they were dealing with a large
mass of students who had » to study |
other subjects and fo whom English
was a foreign tongue. If they were enablad
to have a working knowledge of English, they
should not be troubled with this cruelty to
which they had been exposed. Why on earth
stadents who bad taken up Mathematics for
B.A. should be compalled to undergo a course
in English, which was unnecessary. The Cal-
cutta University Commission had stated in
| their report that the physique of Indian stud-
.| ents was very bad owing to various catises of
study, hostel system, undergoing examinations
and o on, and tho study of subjects, which
Was unnecessary in his opinion, would be an
additional difficulty o them. >

The Rev. Mr. Gardiner opposed M.
Statham’s  proposition, and said  that
it was quite true  that Eoglish graduates | :
were not taught Fuglish, bacause as English-
men they were capable of reading and writing
good English ; but they were taught the lang-
| nages that they did not know. Because in
\|India the students were not expected to
know English, it was quite reasonable that
English should be used as an instrument of |
‘| culgure. The knowledge of English had not |
only enabled the Indian to acquire culture |
but it had, as a matter of fact, united the
whole of India.

Mr. R. Swaminatia Iyer supportedMr.
Statham’s  proposal fand  said  that
he 3 knew the physique of the boys in
High Schuols and Colleges was going
down'on accountiof elaborate study for the
several University examinations. Therefore
justice required that the course should be
lightened as much as possible. The propo- |
sals of Mr. Statham would not projudice the
¢ fculture of student;on theother hand, it{l
would do them immense good.

Mr. Justice Coutts-Trotter at this stago
moved that this motion be referred to the
Board of Studies in English and to report |
on the most desirable methods of remodeiling
the B. A. course on more practical lines 5o as
to ensure the acquisition of idiomatic and
accurate style of speaking and working with
an expression of the Senate's opinion that

P 3

such a re-modelling was desirable
"~ Mr. Davies seconded the-
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The Rev Mr. Gardiner said that he failed
o see how more practical than at present it
could be with regard to rhetoric azd
! B style. As a member of the Board of

i 1 Studies in English he was at a loss fo

\ ; 2 understand what definitely the Board wa:

n wanted to do. He wished to know in what

direction  definitely the course should be
more practical. -

Mr. Justice Seshagiri Iyer opposed the
motion to refer the matter to the \Board of
Studies as it had been done so often before.
» T@ey ought to coma to some conclusion on

y this point and therefore, they should vote
; straight on the mattar.
’ 9 } & Me. S. E. Ranganatham said that the
| matter had been engaging the attention of
| % the Board of Studies for a long time and the
\ 3 o .iproposal brought forward by Mr. Davies and
g’ ¥ \acgephcd by the House-was the considered
jopinion of the Board of Studies concerned.
.} Mr. G. A. Natesan also opposed the motion
on the ground thatit had been referred to
{the Board of Studies concerned and that 1t
| was having a prolongad agony.

The Hon'ble Mr. [Littlehailes sug-
gesled that the question might either be
referred to the Committes that would bs
appointed by the Senate to consider (the
recommendation of the Calcutta University
Commission which had made definite recom-
‘mendations with regard fo the course in
English, or be adjourned.

3 Mr. Justice Coutts-Trofter withdrew his
5 ‘motion on this suggestion mads by M.
_Littlehailes

en already in favour of reducing the course
in English and he was fairly satisfied with

A would entirely do away with the history and
grammar of the langaige hs was in favour of

4 which was in any
ayocation;he would follow.

Tha Hon'ble Mr. R. Littlehailes moved that
the matter be referred to a committee consist-

for the cansideration of the Oaloutta Univer-
sity Commission report on the agenda paper

Trofer, the Rev. Mr. Meston, and Mc. S. E.
P i Ranganatham.
o 3 Mr. Justice Seshagiri Iyer opposed the mo-
a5 - 1 3
e . student that they should send the resolution
8 : : to the committes: proposed, as tae students
would be pub to & great trouble in the mean-
tima.
The motion to refer it to a committee was
put to the vots and losb, 26 voting for and 33
; 2 * | aguinst it.
i ; 2 3 - | Mr. Stagham’s proposition was put to the
. vote and. carried, 37 voting for and 26
| agains it .
| HIS STORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.
Mr. F- S. Davies moved that Ragulation 19
of Chapter XXIII be altered by adding the
following < words at the end of the first
sentence :—
. “Exceptthat the paper set in History of the
| English Lianguage shall not include questions
| the answers to which involve a kunowledge

The Rev. Mr. Zumbro said that he had. apok-]
what had been accomplished. Though he|’
refaining rhetoric and style, to enable a student |
to have a good knowledge of the English |’
ing of persons proposed by Mr. G. A. Natesan ¢

and Mr. Davies, Mr. Justice Coutts|!

tion and said that it wonld not be fair to the !
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