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Subject.

(i) Replying to Government Memo Ho.1673 A-1 qated 17th July 1919
regarding the article puullsaed in the Hadras Times of the 7th uulg

1919 headed 'Self supporting education' by Captain J.W.Petavel.

ENoLOSURES.

No.6774/19

, Dated the 14th Octobexr 1919

Station (Gamp). Nalifadir..

Fromn {%ama) The Hom. Mr.R.Littlehailes. M.A
\

o op

: (@wic}maﬁow) Director. of. Public.. Inﬁtxu,ctmn.

So She Seceetary to the Sovernmment of Madzas,
' Home (Education) szTxxsznzwbt

Siz, .

‘With reference to CGovernment llemo No,1673 A-1 dated

the 17th July 1919 I have the honour to submit after per-

using the literature on the subject Writﬁen by Captain J.W.
Petavel and listening to a lecture delivered by him on the

subject of 'Self-supporting education' thet I am of opinion
that the views expressed are those of a visionary. His

—

Schemes carried out in their entirety are appliceble only

to primitive races whose needs can be met by what is pro-
duced in the immediate neighbourhood of the tribe or to

a state of civilisation which involves such a radicéal

change




o

change in human'instincts, desires and ambitions s to place it to my
mind outside the possibility of realism.

2 From the stand-point of educational ideas nothing new is

e i
advocé%ed. His main theme is co—operavion;—conézigéaa and productive
both theoretical and practicag—with the junioxr populebion. THSI
nearest approach to his schemes is found in detached coloniei,for

- example in a criminal tribe settlenmnf/but to achieve even & modicum

of success a strong orgenising power must be at the head of the
scheme-<gn organising power which has large financial resources and

is actuated by powerful philanthropic motives.

I have the honour to be,
i,

obedient servant,

Director of Public Instruetion

Home (E@ucat

- Secretary's remarks on the artiele in t
Madras Times)daﬁed 7-7-19}headed "Self-
education”.

supp

H.il. for perusal. -

The scheme is very interesting;

Ask the D.P.I. for his remarks.
L.D(avidson).
15

Draft is submitted.

S.K.

- 16-7-19.
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M DEPARTMENT.

CUTTINGS FROM NEWSPAPERS.

1. Name of Paper- - J f\ﬂ; ‘;\/\_a,q(ﬁ/—bh—b L/M
Published at— Ny Q/ﬁ[‘/% 24 cerac
Dated— / %

promising terms- by prominent ——
.economigts in every part of the world
I may add that some of the
pmmment people all over the world, |
-and very notably in America, have
oxpressed keen interest in  hig|
work, o that it is certainly|

SO X}

£ &-SIpportug ‘Educati

In fulfilment of a reosnt pxom
print to-day, on our educationsl p
an  illustrated article by Captain

' Potavel, R.E. ' (retired),"Principsl of the

Cossimbazar Polylechnic Institite af g \\ high time more attention were given
Calouita, describing certain edncmonnl w a o it in the country iteelf for which he
which are g ining \ isworking.” And if thisis weighty

testimony, it does not by any means
stand alone. When for, instance, Captain
Petaval first enunciated his scheme |
som: years ago Professer Walker, in the
Hibh rt Journal concluded certain very

attenhon and support from oﬂicml
snd non-official  educationists and
economists net  merely in this
country, but in  Europe and

-America.  On .ﬁ_ﬁs Bulfie‘?t Captain| . favowrable comments by saying :—
, Petavel writes with genuine authority. “Never haye I been 50 im mmd'b
He is no mere theorist; and it is evi- AL./{{/ iA any scheme of social tefom? Ih !
‘dence of the strong impression the new / W < e
systern has made upon the minds of the /g L failed.” Dr. A. B. Wallace, ’ths co ;;’:-‘
p : . ) -
e & .goverer of “evolution,’” was much impres-

-educational authorities most intimately
in touch with its scope and “working }lll SCM
77

that the Caleutta University has form- MA{/\ i 1ﬂs tx}i:;wf;;‘lfe t::;a;;yi:;h::a
ed a special department ﬁf’ study —-’ﬁ golf-supporting colonies as advocated b;
the scheme and omrry it into MA/W Petavel and Mills”. In due course the
fuller ‘effect. Prima f“ﬂﬂ, principles W//P Self-Supporting Schools Association was
applicable’ and successful in Calcutta 15y cstablished in Great Britain with the |

would be eqmlly appropmte nnd eﬁec— following -objects:—To advocate the

tive in identi : h t veform of our educational system g

:and just because it is 80 essential to ke :described in Captain Petavel's books,
leave no proml_amg ed"‘”";w]’;:l ‘“Pen' [ H__ b and to advocate this educational reform
fnt b, andw aET A

& J; I? a8 a means of simplifying the solution
Cari@{x Petavel’s school has attained A«‘[ «of our greatest social, imperial and

i
sucheide supportirom both official and M militsry problems, and alfo India's

L non-ofﬁcm! ?()ul'ces, we v?ntnra to urge 5 $' problems of popular et oA tion, {‘ '
\ that gnqnmea and experiments should - 7 middle class employment, and in
\ e initiated at an early .mom?nt by th.e ( dustrial {development.. The war \mlot,;
\ Tocal Government which will make it - H>, tunstely interrupted  progress, bug|
\ St s
possible o decide ' whether this city Ly /2 only temporarily, and in . Calcutts

-and presidency could profitably imitate |
‘the principles and methods which have
mnmfesﬂy gained such wide acceptance
‘jn Calcutta,

Captain Petavel's Institute can now|

. ﬁ%/ .claim 700 students and isbeing assisted

= ,/(% by the Government of Bengal and the'

‘Calcutta Corporation a8 well as by the

{ Maharaja of Cossimbasar, by whose
.genevesity it was started.

In the Indian community there
‘are, we suppose, few educational
authorities whose views and guidance 3

|

| are accepted so readily and widely [ SW- t, we would venture =t;’

4‘ as in the case of Sir Ashu-| - |emphasise; involves certain fairly clear!

g " tosh Mukerjee, and We note that ﬂnsl::;mhons, and we invite * distussion
in the opinion of this one-time based upon‘ Captain Petavel's, article ‘.
‘Vice-Chancellor of Calcutta University, ‘and ﬁore .especially as mgntdn the j
‘3nd member of the recent Universities | Adﬂphbmty .of his methods td.. wmh' j
.Commission—Captain  Petavel hag | m ‘economio. and” uﬁhem {

1 evolved & plan calculated “to solve: sé,mwm Indm Tk / ‘
completely and finally the whole /
problem of middle class unemployment P‘é‘L / ‘c\

4 . It is endorsed in the most /,/\0-,1
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CUTTINGS

1. Name of Paper— Frew &«4{«2—)
% Publishd at— $natras.
3. Dated— /. L0 TG

FROM NEWSPAPERS.

QPELF-SUPPORTING EDUCATION ™
CAPTAIN PETAVEL'S LECTORE

- A7 the Y.M. ditorium, O tafiu‘

Potavel, R. B, (r uad)‘deliversah |
‘ Iecture yesterday evening on the sn‘oianq
| of fSelf-S;ﬁ;purning Eduacation”, The/

Hon. Mr.. R, Littiehailes, Director of
| Public Iastruction, presided. 7

& - Captan Petavel
said that with resp-ct to self-snpporhing
educasion and all similar problems they
must go upon facts  and not npon mere)
theories. It was said by Professor
Murshall of Oambridge that the produc-
tive capnoity of iabour had quadrupled
wwith in tholast century and that the
poverty problem would be eazily solved,
. but they saw exfreme poverty in the land
. yet. Co-operators preached that co-
| operation Wwas. a panacea of many |
i ovils, but there had been a larger growth
of the on-operative movement and yet the
-ovils existed. Through the efforts of Sir
Aghutosh Mukherji, there wasnow an
organisation in  Oaloutta koown as
tho  “Calontta = Univarsity Poverty
Problem Study TFand.” The object
«of that crganisation was mainly to study
‘the yuestion of self supporting education.:
I-udusﬁrigl .pl:ograss jhnd enormously
& w 7 3

© & ri Lot e
‘of labour go that' there mneed be
‘mo  undeserved  poverty. IE they
| used modern methods of production, they
| shou'd be very well off, but,unfortunately,
| they did not adopt such methods to the

| wii 1 progre.
| they were now in the same condition as|
people had aboub a century ago, |
The field of sociolog; a8 full of heart-
rending disappointme: Sociologi
.'ﬁ'adnhﬁ‘ yot suce eded

o
v

fit_pod advanb o 3
capitalist had  not  utilised the
increased productive power except ti-
s limite!l extent, Productive power,
| if not usilised adequately, would pluuge
| gociety into chaos. Advaaced productive
oapacity had made labour euormously’
productive and enabled quite unskilled
workers and children to do & great deal |
s Balut

%drﬁipg edu
hey wanted
loafors who Wou
work and started farm

vo diad, B fario
an orgenisation W publighing

| literature bearing on the subject. Self

\supporting education would provide ab

onge a solukion to the whole problem of
B et

for the children of
There were a fow |

oxgenﬁ possible with ﬁh"e result that not-
L tanding ind impnaaaatl .

Ashutosh Mukherji was nota frivol
ous person, and he thought that
self-supporfing eduocation would be. the
righv solut of the ployment
4nd poverty problem. It mustnot be
i e e Sl

them  seli-suppo: - education, Nir l

n pporting
would ever be obtained by produoingg
articles for sele. It might be said in
general terms that rice was scld in the
baznar at & price four times as rauch as it

it uadar favourable
und in actual praotice
ng they uwsed cost very
much less to produce than it cost to buy.
The Central principle of self sup-
porting education  was that chil
‘dven produced things for use and not
for sale. Self-supporting education could
be given by do-operation on a coasiderable
isoals, There should be farm schools to
which boys would go uuder a system of
rotation, It might be objectod that
Indian middle class boys would not work
in the fields. It should be remembered
that modern agrioulture was very largely
done by machinery, and the Indian
middle class boys were quiite willing to
do machine work? acd they were °also
willing to do workshop work. Coolies in
the fields and workshops would ba
boys of the working olasses. Children
‘of the upper and middle classes might do.
machine work and supervise ‘the work
of the working classe; olf-supportung.

ducation was, theref: ion of
'the junior part of the population. The'
prejudices and predilictions of the adult
porvion of the  population  were foo
strong to be overcome. If they could
starb organisations whicl ould enable
children to  bs well-educateu and
well-fod snd use modren methods  for
the purpose, they would taks from the
paroats the burden of ir  children |

Ig was a fact of e inter-:
a huoian being up to theags of
.abous eightean was i ay and conld be
moitided and shi

o

0

shom well aud systematically up to the
aga of sightoen aud also feed  them well
during tiss period ~would rssult in the
j creation of large numbers of active,useful
lnnd energetic oitizems.

5 . ~ The Chalrman o g
said that they were all deeply
indebted to  Oay.ain Petavel who
i despite the fact that he had fever in the
course of the day had given them. a mosf
| interesting lacture on a subject in Which
large amount of interest.

ame to learn about seff«{
supporting education and had not yet
studied the' pamphlets that Captain}
Petavel had been good enough to send |

and they were all in 1
on that point. The only
1 they come across was that
| not agree in their premises :
| agree as to what was fact ar
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aptain Petavel Kad nos pus fors
ements as to facts which

(o
Shig. jnndf.nre 60 d:EiSnss
| in any detail s.ﬂous points that had
.been raised what self-
snppox-ﬁmg erluobb{on meanw and itg
or

He (chairman)
J;ﬁamﬁm-e on th
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