


Tee HON’BLE MR. H. SHARP, C8.1, C1E, » .
. » Secretary to the Government of India,

Tae SECRETARY o THE GOVERNMENT or MADRAS, S
Houme (EpucatioN) DEPARTMENT.

B i

ment of Eduuﬂon.
catio i
SIR,

I am directed to address you regarding the discussion which took
Imperial Legislative Council on the 17th March 1915 on a resolution moved
the Hon’ble Mr. Rama Ra aninﬁ\r to the effect that Steps should be - .
making the Indian vernac the media of instruction and the study of

as a second language compulsory for Indian pupilsin all schools.
Hon’ble Sir Harcourt Butler suggested the reference of the matter as an
question to the local Governments, whose attention should be drawn to the de
and who should be asked to consider whether the time had come to appoint
~vincial' committees to inquire into the subject. He proposed that this refer
should not be made until after the war. The Hon’ble Mr. Rama Raya
withdrew his resolution on receiving this assurance of a reference.

2. In August 1917 the Government of India convened a conference to. e
the question of the teaching of English in secondary schools. The proceedings
that conference were forwarded to you with this
dated the 30th ~ As sta :
opening the p ings, the conference was intended to clear the
enable the Government of India to arrive at a better idea of the points
should.la:lt;:; on bﬁareﬁer;fed to 10(::1ill Gg:emm;nts for oonslﬂl;taﬁon.d

ropounded at that conference found in paragraphs 3
. ings. The Government of India will be glad to have l:he
ment of Madras on thosequestions. Atten on is

mvited to n. res0 n x
which were put o the vote (see phs 8, 13, 25 and 28 of the proceedings).
It is suggested that these resolutions wﬁﬁdﬁ?&oﬁ%ﬁm with the relevan
questions. : ; : &

3. The documents tgansmitted with your letter no. 508, dated the 7th Ma,
1918 are being sent with a ggpy of your letter to the other Governments.

A copy of a letter Bangiya Sahitya Parishad Mandir together
copy of a letter from the Government of Bengal, no. 1636-Edn., dated the 21st
December 1918, is forwarded for consideration. %

L 3 x

4. Attention is also invited to the Resolution of the Government of
nos. 199-211, dated the 11th March 1904, on educational policy (paragraph 26).

5. The favour of an early reply is requested.

\

1 have the honour to be,
Your most obedient Servant,
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all kinds of education primary or lg%her should be imparted so far as practicable
through the medium of the vernacular of the student. If this is done, the difficul-
ty in learning a subject is not enhanced by the additional difficulty of learning -
the language in which it is taught and the subjects of study are also clearly mastered.
It should, however, be considered, whether or not suitable text-books in the different
branches of learning are at present available. So far as can be seen it may be said
without any doubt that up to the Matriculation examination of our University
there is no want of suit&b&)e Bengali text-books in History, Geography, Mathe- ;
matics and Mechanics or in others words, in all subjects except En?ha% iterature ;
and since the foundation of the Patna University the apprehension of any difficulty
on account of different vernaculeirs has altogether vanished, because Bengali 1s : x

" practically the only vernacular of the examinees of the Calcutta University. For
the Intermediate Examination alse there is no dearth of suitable text-books in
Bengali in most of the subjects. Text-books in subjects for which no suitable books
are available now may be supplied very éasily. At the same time it is h.ifhly
desirable that one day BeﬁgaE students should be able (and there is no obstacle in
the way of our attaining that end) to learn the different subjects in Bengali even
up to the B.A. and the M.A. Examination Standard. If the authorities only.
announce that after five years all subjects of high education would be taught in
Bengali, then within a short time suitable text-books on various subjects will be
written by eminent authors. "

oyl

3. It may be here mentioned that at present the Bengali language only is re-
quired to be learnt for University examination. It is necessary that instead
of this the Bengali language and literature should form separate subjects of study
and also of examination. :

4. It is desirable that old Bengaﬁ literature, philology of the Bengali langu-
age and the history of its gradual evolution shou]cf be sug]yects' in the M.A. Exa-
mination. :

5. We finally suggest that for the purposeof improving the Bengali langu-
age and literature arr‘;»grggements should bepml:agle for Ungxm% extens?gn lectugr‘;s
t6 be delivered in Bengali on various higher subjects by eminent scholars. - This
arrangement will be a useful machinery for spreading higher thoughts in the country.
We may note here with pleasure that some arrangement with the above view was
attempted by our late worthy Vice-Chancellor who is a devoted lover of his mother
tongue. What we desir¢ now is that this arrangement should be made permanent
and expanded. ;
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meeting of the senate of the University of

“ e

uedres it is proposed to eppoint & committee
to consider the zpplication of the Report of
the Commission to this University and it may : S

be desirable for Government to appoint & /

commnittee to consider the whole of or certain | (E?X ;

selected subjects treated in the Report of the |

.

;-

Caleutte Universgity Coummisgion. 1 40 not how-.

R

+ ——————

ever advise that any action be taken until the

1 : .
Univérsity Committee is formed, meets &nd pre- T $ i ;2”7f7t,}?’

sents its report to the senate.

o
.

I beg to udd thet the re-

solutiondof the Conference convened by the Govern- : {
3 ud b )
ment of India in aAugust 1917 referred in para 2

of the Government of India's letter do not appear

to have been communiceted to the Director. ‘ A g L ;

I have the honour to be,
Bir.

Your most obedient servant,.

For Director of Publie Instruotion‘:, 

M.8«R 7/10
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