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those who formerly excavated the sit
be selen. The site consists of a
circular grass s -
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enclosed on its outer side by 3
railing composad, of big npngh '

usual Buddhist type. The s:ta_of

stlipa that once stood in the centre
was enclosed by the beautiful white
railing; the has-reliefs of which are
to the educated public, is no
Broken portions of the railing anda
slabs alone remain on tll:; site but all
their original positions have v
outer side of the ional

about 4 feet deep and 6 feet wide v
dug all round by some former ex
site and left open, with the result that
the rains the ditch is full of [
huge upright blocks of ¢
formed the posts of the railin
the site have fallen over into the dif
now buried in earth and debris.
side of the ditch i3 an embanki
feet in height which is continued
circular site. The flat central
with dumps of breken stone
unearthed during the excavations
gosa tree has been planted in the
centre of the site, pmumably, 80
may know that the tree indicates
of the stlipa that once stood
Margosa trees have also been
four cardinal points, where
used to be, and also all
length of the 00esSion
mistake because the trees
able size with roots lp



disused stone quarry overgrown with rank
vegetation and which has been converted into
a public latrine by the local villagers and pigs
who live in the huts which surround the site
on the east and northern sides respectively.
It is obvious. that this unsatisfactory state of
affairs cannot be allowed to continue and that
the site of this famous monument at least must
be clearly demarcated and steps taken to pre-
serve the remaining antiquities and carved

"blocks of stone on the spot. As these notes

are written mainly for the guidance of the
Public Works Department officer who may be
deputed to carry out the repairs, proposed
below, I will describe each item separately :—

(1) The ditch.—Before any repairs can be
carried out, the ditch which surrounds the
outer side of the stone paved processional path
should be filled in with brickbats and earth up
to the level of the path. As mentioned above,
there are a number of big granite blocks which
once supported the stone railing lying at the
bottom of the ditch. As most of these are
broken and owing to their vast weight and the
trouble and expense that would be involved in
attempting to refix them in position, they may
be allowed to remain where they are. But on
the eastern side of the path there are eight of
these blocks in fair condition and here too the
ditch is not so deep as elsewhere. These eight
blocks should be refixed in an upright position
against the old brick foundations of the stone
paved path. When in position, they should be
supported all round with a well-rammed filling
of broken stone and brickbats so as to prevent
settlement. There is any quantity of material
for this work stacked on the spot. The earth
required for levelling up the ditch can be
obtained from the mound whicl. surrounds the
outer side of the ditch.

(2) Vegetation.—Clear the circular site and
surrounding embankment of rank vegetation
and remove any of the large margosa trees
which may offer obstruction to the work of
repairing the stone paved processional path.
The tree planted in the centre of the site may
be left for the present. Remove the dumps of
broken stone and brickbats from the central
area so as to leave a clear open’ circular grass
plot.

(8) Carved stomes and sculptures.—There
are a number of broken rails, carved 'slabs and
sculptures lying about in and around the central
area. These should be collected and stacked
under the margosa tree planted in the centre
of the site. When this Eas been done I will

visit Amaravati and decide which of these
antiquities are worth. preserving. Some are
valuable, others are worthless, therefore, it is
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as possible intact by pointing the joints in the

brickwork and plastering the exposed top of
the wall. : ,

(7). Future eacavations.—As it will be
necessary to carry out further excavations
outside the central area, the question of enclo-
sing the stiipa site with a wall or fence may be
left over until all excavations are finished. In
the meantime, the really valuable movable
antiquities lying about the central area can be
removed for safety into the Public Works
Department enclosure mentioned above.

(8) Small stapa.—This is situated just
outside the site of the south gateway. It isa
small mound built of brick in mud and faced
with carved limestone slabs of great beauty
and interest. The top of the slabs are broken
and the brick core within is much decayed and
exposed. The brickwork should be repaired
and the outline of the domed mound thus
restored to its former shape, but it is unneces-
sary to reproduce the tee that once stood on
the crown of the deme. In order to make the
monument watertight, the joints between the
stone slabs and also the tops of the same, to
prevent further mutilation by visitors, should
be neatly pointed with good sound cement of
the same colour as the old stonework. Opposite
to this stiipa is a little. ruined square brick
temple the decayed walls of which are only
about 2 feet in height. In ‘order to preserve
this ruin, the Officiating Director-General of
Archeology suggests that the two wupper
courses of the walls should be taken off and
reset in invisible cement mortar. The ground
all round sloped to ensure proper drainage.
The interior originally had a terraced floor,
this should be restored to its former state so
as to make the interior watertight.

(9) Entrange.—An entrance to the central
area from the road shonld be made on the south
gide of the site by removing the embankment
on this side and cutting a road straight through
it and at the same time levelling the ground
around the small stiipa and the ruined brick
temple which stand on this side of the great
stipa site, This road is not only necessary
for visitors approaching the site but will be
required when further excavations are carried
out in the near future.

(10) These notes are in supersession of my
former printed notes on this subject, dated the
15th April 1918.

A. H. LONGHURST,

Superintendent, Archeological Survey,\

MADRAS, Southern Circle.

1st August 1919.
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back from the face and rendered as incon-

D. B. SPOONER,
Offg. D.G. of Archeology.

spicuous as possible.

28th August 1919,
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.(2) with old bricks or at least bricks of -
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28th August 1919.
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