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HOME DEPARTMENT (EDUC ATION)

6.0. No. 941, 16th July 1918

Text-books

Approving the proposal of the Director of Public Instruction to diseontinue fhe pnhlio&‘ﬁon .
of the consolidated list of approved — once in five years. ' : e
e

4

Rrap—the following papers :—
I

- &0 No. 44, Educational, dated 24th January 1807. o
Apstracr.—The publicationin the Fort 8t. George Gazette of tho consolidated list of
-approved text-books brought up to December 1906 with a note that it contains the names of such
books a8 were in use in schools in 1906 and of those which have been approved since the publi:
cation of the last list in December 1905, ordered. : : il

s

G.0. No. 180, Educational, dated 2nd April 1907,

Aspstraor.—The Director of Public Instruction informed that books whibh have fall
into disuse or are out of date may he excluded from the consolidated list of approved toxt-books
be published once in five fyears and stated that the list of approved text-books published in
Fort Bt. George Gasette of the 29th January 1907 will be accepted as a consolidated list.

1

ZLetter—from the Hon’ble Mr. J. H. STONE, a.4,, F.R.H.8., C.LE., Director
Instruction.

To—the Seeretary to Government, Home (Education) Department.

Dated— Madras, the 19th June 1918, .

No.—Cur. 5205. =

; In inviting the attention of Government to their Order No. 44, Edu
dated 24th January 1907, and No. 190, Educational, dated 2nd April 1907

the honour to state that I have found in practice that the consolidated general lis
approved text-books ordered therein to be published once in five years, serves n
useful purpose. It is impossible to delete from the said list, during revision, all the
books that have fallen into disuse or out of date or out of print and publish
genérally resent such deletions, however really unimportant. Further, the
dated lists in practice, serve a very limited purpose of verification

@/hen they find a book being used that they have reason to think b
approved by the Text-book Commitiee. I am of opinion that a file of the

lists of text-books published annually would serve the purpose better.
cireumstances and in view of the fact that a great deal of labour is invel
preparation of the consoliduted list and considerable expenditure

paper, without any corresponding benefit, I have the honour to

publication, once in five years, be discontinued in future and that only the pub

of the annual lists showing the books approved by the Text-book Commit;
meeting held in September and in February succeeding be contin

2. The last consolidated list having been published

the next revised list falls due in the current year. 1 _

early orders of Government as to whether I may now publ

George Gaeette the list of books approved during the

the-quinguenninl list. .- =~ €50 - 8 o




Order—No. 941, Home (Edacation), dated 16th July 1918,
The Government approve the proposal of the Director of Public I

to discontinue the publication in the Fort St. George Gazeite of the conso
of approved text-books once in five years. ;

(True W) ‘

R. RaMaCHANDEA Rao,
Secretary to Government.

To the Dil:ootor of Pablie Instruction.




The two main ohjections raised by the Director ,
existing approved procedure are— o SELaE
{a) the objections of publishers to the deletion of books once before
approved, and (b) the considerable expenditure on printing and paper.
The former is of no great moment. The personal interests of the publishers
should give way to the interests of the institutions and the student. -

.

There is no justification for maintaining unsuitable books to avoid 'llnpleaa;'
antness with publishers. : S

As regards the other objection, this is advanced now for the first time.

COonsolidated lists were formerly published annually then quinquenially. If annual or
periodial publications were found necessary in older days, they should be much
more 8o now with the increasing number of schools, managers and inspecting officers@
No doubt economy will be secured by giving up the publication of consolidated
lists * ; but the question is whether this
will outweigh the advantage of retaining
those lists in the interest of the public
and educational officers. ;

*1t ran over nearly 30 pages of printed .
matter in 1908,

C. RaMANUIA ACHARIYAR—29-6-18.

If the lists are not brought up fo dafe, managers especially of new schools
cannot have easy access to the full list of approved text books and cannot exercise
their privilege of choice. :

Direetor of Public Instruction for favour of remarks.

R. RaMacHANDRA Rm-—l—-7—1‘8.

OrricR oF THR DIrrcTorR oF Pusric INSTRUOTION.

Of course if I thought the list really useful I should not advoecate its abolition
on grounds of economy.

2. As regards publishers I consider that they are entitled to every consideration
-compatible with proved public necessity. In mentioning them, however, I over-
looked the fact that a note to the econsolidated list says that the execlasion of a book
from it does not prevent its use in school if it found a place in any previous list.
The only purpose the list serves therefore is that of substituting a somewhat shorter
list for the aggregate of the ananal lists.

It is compiled in a vecessarily haphazard way. We do not really know what
books are out of print and it 18 not worthwhile to find out. In any case of doubt
a schoolmaster can find out for himself. Books that are out of date fall out of use
under the advice of inspectors and the experience of schoolmasters. Because a book
is not used in any school it does not follow that it might not be used with advan-
tage. If therefore schoolmasters want to find out what books are available they

-,,) had better consult the annual lists than the consolidated list from which books not @

hitherto used are excluded. As a matter of fact they do not consult any list for
this purpose. At least so [ believe. Two hundred copies of the 1913 consolidated
list were for sale at the Government Press and 83 copies have been sold up to date.
I do not know who bought them but they certainly did not all go to sshools,

3. It must be remembered that the books in the list are not recommended.
They are merely declared free from serious objections. A schoolmaster who looks
into it therefore obtains merely this information about the books. He knows no
more about them than that they exist and are not in any way positively bad. He
~ean, and no doubt does, get the same and more information from publishers and book-

sellers’ catalogues and the agents who visit the schools and show him their books.
It there ever was any need for Government to try and do pubiishers’ and booksellers’

work for them, I am sure that it has gone by. I have sufficient evidence in my
office in the lists of books sent in for grants-in-aid that schools are very well aware

-
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Of course if I thought the list really useful I should not advocate its ﬂaohﬁm

oii grounds of economy.
2. As regards pu{ﬁshem I consider that they are entitled to every el

gxpﬁblo with proved public necessity. In meationing them, however, 1 over-
ked the fact a note to the consolidated list says that the exelusion of a book
from it does not prevent its use in school if it found a place in any previous
The only purpose the list serves therefore is that of substituting a somewhat
list for the ag te of the annual lists, : W

It is compiled in @ necessarily haphazard way. We do not really know wha
books are out of print and it is not worthwhile to find out. In any case of doub
8 schoolmaster can find out for himself. Books that are out of date fall out of use
under the advice of inspectors and the experience of schoolmasters. Because a book
is not used in any school it does not follow that it might not be used with ady
tage. If therefore schoolmasters want to find out what books are available they
had better consult the annual lists than the consolidated list from which books not
hitherto used are excluded. As a matter of fact they do not consult any
this purpose. At least so [ believe. Two hundred copies of the 1913 consolidated

list were for sale at the Government Press and 83 m‘{ies have been sold up to date.

I do not know who bought them but they certainly did not all go to schools,
3. It must be remembered that the books in the list are not recomm

They are merely declared free from serious objections. A schoolmaster who

into it therefore obtains merely this information about the books. He knows
more about them than that they exist and are not in any way positively bad.

can, and no doubt does, get the same and more information from publishers and
seliers’ catalogues and the agents who visit the schools and show him their

It there ever was any need for Government to try and do pubiishers’ and be

work for them, I am sure that it has gone by. I have sufficient evidence i ;
office in the lists of books sent in for grants-in-aid that schools are very well aware

- of what books are available and likely to be useful in schools. It may

what I have written goes to show that the whole text book machinery

Ithhu l: use but a strictly limited one, i.e,, to keep really bad books ot

schools, . ,

4. I hope that the draft order will be allowed to issue, except that
orten it by the omission of the words following * once in five years ”

proposal to discontinue the publication of the annual lists as I am r

recommend the substitution for them of unliudex{ xpurgatori :
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