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The Government of India have recently had under consideration the ques-

tion of the conferment of the privileges of a copyright library on the Imperial

: Library of ,Calcutta. *Although this question was not raised at the time the

5 FaA : Impenial Library was founded, they have long-felt that India should possess an in-
| stitution which should perform the function: discharged for the United Kingdom

by the British Museum, namely, that of taking and preserving for reference one
SR §: S : copy of every Indian publication. I am to observe, in this connection, that while
o AISERY B s L T under Section g of the Press and Registration of Books Act, 1867 (Act XXV of
nll R — 1867) the printer of every book in India has to furnish the local Government with

one copy and twosuch copies,’if called for, for the British Museum and India
Office library, the publisher of every bogk in the Unieid Kingdom is required
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under the English Copyright Act, 1911 (1 and 2 Gelj. 5 Ch. 46) to deliver
at his own expense one copy to the British Museum ‘and one copy of the publica-
tion, if called for, to the following libraries ; — '

(1) The Bodleian Library, Oxford,

(2) The Library of the Faculty of Advocates at Edinburgh,’
(3) The University Library, Cambridge,

(4) The Library of Trinity College, Oxford, and

(5) The National Library, Wales.

2. In view of the importance which is now attached to the development of
the library resources in India, the Goyernment of India are inclined to think that
there ought to be more than one copyright library in India, and that it would be
an advantage if there are four copyright libraries, one in Calcutta and the other
three at Delhi, Madrasand Bombay, so that the collections may be readily acces=
sible to students ‘and research workers in the different parts of the country. In
the opinion of the Government of India the coj ?'ght libraries should take and

‘ -4 A preserve every ? ication without resect to_value.” Tn this way does it seem
' \\ possible to avoid omitting works which will hereafter be an object of research or
X ad curiosity. For example, even a primer of an out of the way language may
ultimately be found to contain some matter of special interest. Books which have
no intrinsic value of their own or which possess little or no interest may at some

time or other be useful to the students of Indian Social conditions.

3.To give effect to the above propasals it will be necessary to amend the Act
XXV of 1863, so as to require four copies to be delivered undersection g (a)
instead of one. Before ta?dng up the question of legislation, I am to say that the ;
Government of India will be glad to be furnished with the views of the Local |
Government on the subject. ' ¢

I have the honour to be,’
SIR,
Your most obedient Servant,

tele g

Secretary to the Government of Indsa.
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4 M .
\ : ‘1 4. . (C.No.l060 B.) From the D.P.I.,No.C.3533/18,date
K RS &“\ q\ sondd O el \.Jx X \a i the 14th May 1918. ,
NCRPIE A \ #22338% a\\A\ )‘L“L\. 5»8\ 3} . "Y\ S ——————
b
N R e h, W W, S S 4 | \, For the Registrar.
X \ i I i
v MR Duaset & aa S é’?l A The D.P.I. forwards copy of a letter from the
: \ 4’ vl
. ; ~ | t i i : t
O e S 2 © W, e ‘,m - : R,egis‘ rar of Books in which a rough forecas ;.)f
X | )\ what should be done to convert the Registrar's
o - Library into a .copyright library is given.Al though
s dad B 2 9 ' no detailed cost is given in regard to the inereased
s | R PV SV — accommodation and establishment required for the.
\ : >
\ W ";‘ ,.3\':‘3 srwe S\ purpose, yet it would appear that a considerable amouniy
A £ of expenditure will have to be incurred if the pro-
™ L T 2 3 :§<=‘>« 2 6 3 (‘: w30 3 >
' ) posal were given effect to. The D.P.I. is not however -
'*“f‘" T Y arel | 13 prepared to venture an opinion as to whether the
il T X ’ utility of such a library would justify the very con-—
b 3 A8 siderable increase of accommodation and establishment
. h LW L . g h ;
N \ that would be necessary. He presumes that Government
) 5 5 p N > ¥ A}‘ ';\ : <
Wy, ‘;\ t of India would be prepared to meet the necessary
r ‘ 5 SR »') l*w : expenditure, It is however not likely that %Govern— ]
3 . A ’ r .’O ; .
> - S Nt aacaatt b }\;h‘).‘%’\ \ ' - ment would be prepared to meet/\me.
derados on A P A e ' 1 2. In this connection, it may be noted that the
. 3 J ¢ 4 ! l
» o "\“""’M B, R P | K Government of India in their letter No.3l, dated the
14th March 1918, have laid down certain principles
Qﬁ' B ! o rha s ad «*1 : gr
) for the proper maintenance of the Registrar's library

and Wee questionsof .ac'commodation &c. have to be con-

e )\A S0 5&-2:{ o 53.!‘- o \h\)\
sidered to give effect to the instructions conta.inedwf

therein. The D.P.I. to whom this letter was forwarde

for report has not yet submitted his reply.

3. The Registrar's presumption in para 2 of his

letter that Government publications and publioa.
‘ —
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His presumption that the proposed collectiony’ﬁo
not include books printed in Native States app
to be correct sinee the Indian Copyright Act appli
only to British India. : '7

B

4., As the Government of India desire to b
furnished with the views of the Local Govermment
before taking up the question of legislation to am
section 9 (a) of the Press and Registration of Bo-’
Act XXV of, 1867 so as to require jour copies to b
delivered instead of one , 4k is for orders whet {"
that Government may be told that although the p‘ropo{
commends itself to this Government, they are doubtfu
whether the utility of such a copyright library woul;"i
so far as this Presidency is concerned justify the ¥
very large expenditure necessary for E provision
of accommodation and for inerease 1in establishment 4

a'md that this Government presume that such expenditmf‘

would be met from #wg Imperial funds. 3
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