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G.0. No. 866, 2nd July 1918

Specizl test examinations -

Passing orders on the subject of the admission to — of secondary school-leaving certificate-
holders who are not employed in the service either of Government or of local bodies and notify=
ing the consequential amendment to the notification relating to—. o

O Order—No. 866, Home (Education), dated 2nd July 1918.

In their Order No. 1021, Home (Education), dated the 6th August 1917, the
Government directed that any Government servant possessing the minimum general
» educational qualification, namely, a completed secondary school-leaving certificate
should be entitled to appear for all the various examinations held under the Special
‘ Tests Notification. The above ruling is intended to apply not only to Government
servants in the superior as well as inferior service, but also to employees in the serviece

of local bodies and the Madras Port Trust.

2. 1he question whether any restriction should be placed- on holders of
completed sccondary school-leaving certificates who are not in any of the services .

L ‘. aforcsaid but who may be desirous of applying for special tests, has since been

R YO under the ccnsideraticn of Government; and they now direct' that such persons

R " : should not be admitted to the special tests unless their secondary school-leaving

7 certificates show that they have obtained marks not less than the Presidency average

X : ' in the several subjects included in group ‘A’ and in one at least of the subjects

, under the ‘C’ group snd also indicate a degree of success in the ‘B’ group
PR A ’ subjects considered adequate by the Commissioner for Government Examinations.

8. The following notification will be published in the Fort St. George Gaszette :—

NOTIFICATION.

' : In the Special Tests Notification published at pages 329-339 of Part I-B cf the Fort St. George
: . Gouetie, duted the 28th May 1918, the following alterations shall he made :—

In article 4 the words ‘*‘subject to the following proviso™ shuill be prefixed, the word
“The" following them beginning with a small letter.

The following proviso shall be subjoined to the above article :—

“ Previso.—Candidates who possess only compl.ted secondary school-leaving certificates, but
are not in the service— superior or inferior—of Government, or of local bodies, or the Madras Port
: Trost and whose names do not appear in any list pablished by the University of persons eligible
3 for admission to the Intermediate course of study, and who are desirous of appearing for Speciil
A ' Test exsminations should forward their certificates to the Commissioner for Government Examin-
; ’ ations who will decide «n their eligibility for admission to the examinations; but.no candidate shall
s : be so admitted to any of the special tests unless bis secondary school-leaving certificate shows that the
holder thereof has obtained marks not less thaun the Presidency average in the several subjects.
@ ircluded in group ‘A’ and in one at least of the subjeots under the ‘C’ group and also indicates a

degree of success in the ‘B’ group subjects considered adequate by the Commissioner.”

(True extract)

: : . R. RamacEanDRA Rao,
Secretary to Government.

To the Corumissicner for Government Examinations. -

Copy to all departments of the Secretariat (except Pension’and Legislative).
,l," to the heads of de ts under the Home (Education) Department.
» to tbe Superintendent, Government Press (for publication of notification in the gazette).
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Extract from the notes of the Commissioner for Government Examinat
regard to the Legislative Council question No. 27 reproduced on page 9 ot ot
(Fducation), dated the 30th April 1918, ~ =

« . . . 1 hope that whatever is decided about outsiders appearing for
tests, all holders of secondary school-leaving certificates will not be given the rig
to appear. At present only such as are approved by the Commissioner f

4

¥ ¥
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‘) A Government Examinations are allowed to a , a very necessary limitation as

we should certainly without it be flooded with totally unfit candidates.”

9. The discretion now exercised by the Commissioner for Government Exomi-
nations apparently refers to the fact that not all holders of secondary school-leaving'

~ certificates are qualified, but only those who have shown sufficiently good progress

‘during their course of study. There is no provision in the notifications for the
exercise of this discretion by the Commissioner. All the same this filtering seems
wholesome. : A o
3. There is however no information in this office as to what exactly guides the
Commissioner in determining whether a particular individual is or is not qualified to
appear for the special tests. He may be requested u.o. to state with reference to
A above — : .
b (1) whether he has fixed any percentage of marks to be obtained by the
candidates in the several subjects and if so, what that percentage 18,
(2) whether the stan ard adopted by him is the same for all tests,
(8) whether that standard is fixed for ever or if not, whether it changes from
“year to ycar, and ; '
4) whether the standard corresponds to the percentages required by the
University of Madvas for registration of candidates qualified for admission to the

collegiate course.

P.R—23-4-18.
¢ C. RamanNvJa ACHARIYAR—23-4-18.

R. RamacHanpra Rao—24-4-18.

OrricE oF THE COMMISSIONER FOR
(GHVERNMENT EXAMINATIONS.

I place below a note prepared m my office which gives all the jnformatioﬁ'
No. (1) in the U.0., it is submitted that there is a fized
be o{w ned by candidates in the several subﬁct& as sho

to candidates who are #of in the service ver
the * superior’ service of Government does no




2 Nores o G.0O. No. 866, Hour (l!nudaﬁou), 2xp Jony 1918

Thirty per cent is required in any two of the first three B group subjects, viz.,
(1) Science, (2) Geography, and (3) History. ;

[In future Geography and History of India together will be treated as one
subjeet and History of the British Empire as the third subject.]

No marks either in school or in Public examination below 25 per cent are
taken into account. B

Hard cases are submitted to the Commissioner for Government Examinations for
orders.

The certificates of aeting Government servants whose pay exceeds Rs. 20, should
contain entries under English and Klementary Mathematies (group A), marks under
all the subjects (group B) and entries under two subjects at least under group C—in
no subject 1s any percentage insisted on.

In the case of permanent Government servants on pay exceeding Rs. 20,
secondary school-leaving certificate holders are allowed to appear for the special test
without obtaining permission.

[ Note.—The instractions issued by the Commissioner for Government Examinations for the
guidance of the office are troated as * Confidential’ and consequently the standard fixed is not
published in the gazette or otherwise made known to the publie. ]

Query No. (2).—Yes, the standard adopted is the same for all tests, these tests
being only those for which a matriculate can appear (subject to the provisions
contained 1 the notes subjoined to article 4 of the notification regulating the Special
Test examinations) ; secondary school leaving-certificate holders were not permitted
by the Commissioner for Government Examination to appesr for the précis-writing
test, the Revenue test (higher grade) and the Criminal Judicial Test, for which
gradunates and some others were allowed to appear.

Query No. (3).—Yes, the standard has been the same and does not change from
yvear to year.

Query No. (4).—The standard corresponds to some extent to the percentages
required by the University.

[There are two systems in the University rules; I-—the Presidency ave
system and 1I—the Percentage of marks svstem-—please vide paragraph 1 in I and
paragraph 1 1n II in the copy of the University rules,

The rules adopted by the Commissioner for Government Examinations and the
University Rules are compared below :—

The rules of Commissioner for Government Examinatious, University Rulos,

(For admission to the Special Tests) (For admission to the collegiate course)
Percentage of marks-system (II).
(Public Examination marks and school (Public examination marks or modetated marks—in
marks taken together). ‘ Moderation ' the school marks are taken into -
account ),
40 per cent in English 40 per cent in English
35 ;}:r cent in Elementary ~ b.grz:lp 35 per cent in Elementary » A group subjects
Mathematics. T Mathematiocs.
35 per cent in any two O group subjects. Forty per cent in one of the four C group subjectsgy’
viz,, (1) Algebra and Geometry, (2) Physics, (8)
Chemistry and (4) English History (Nofe. Im-
portance 1s attached to these subjects because of
their position in the University Intermediate
course).
35 per cent in any of the other O. group snbjects.
30 per cent in any two of | B group 35 per cent in Vernacular Composition | (A group
the first three subjects. subjects. and Translation. subject).

[Nore.—In the rules of the Commissioner for Government Fxaminations no pcmt:g:. is fixed with reference to
Vernacalar Composition and ‘I'ransistion and in the University Rules, it s excused in case of candidates who
study a classical or a foreign language.]

R.K.—29-4-18.
3 W. A. Hospay—30-4-18.

‘ @ introducing the rule as to sifting until by aetual experience it is shown that a large

Notss 10 G.0. No. 866, Hous (ln'udméixi 250 Juny

Home ( EDUOAﬁON) DEpa .

Please see paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Registrar’s note at 18 of the notes
G.0. No. 568, Education, dated 30th April 811918." The notgagg the office of the
Commissioner for Government Examinations above sets out fully the principles
adopted by the Commissioner in the admission of secondary school-leaving certificate
holders (who are not holding permanent appointments in the ¢ superior’ service of
Government on pay exceeding Rs. 20 per mensem) to special tests. LR

2. According to the changes in the Special Test Notification approved in G.O.
No. 568, Education, dated 30th April 1918, any secondary school-leaving certificate
holder irrespective of his being in Government service or not may appear for special
tests. This, the Commissioner fears, would result in the examinations being
swamped by candidates who may not have any definite end in view. To safeguard
the situation it seems necessary that the Commissioner should continue to exercise
his power of ‘sifting’ on the principles set out above ; and this discretion to sift
may be made to apply to all secondary school-leaving certificate holders who are
not employed either in the service of Government or of local bodies, the latter term
including the Port Trust. If this is agreed to, a proviso to the effect may be
inserted in article 4 of the 8Special Test Notification—vide Secretary’s remarks in
Apo.ragm.l : sh 2 of his note at page ‘18 of notes to G.0. No. 583, Education, dated 30th

pri

18.

3. The next point for ordersis whether the principles of admission as given
above which have hitherto been of the nature of ¢confidential’ instructions
to the office of the Commissioner for Government Exsminations should be made
known to the public. While it caunot be said that the absence of such publicity in
the matter has caused positive inconvenience to the persons concerned, it would
seem desirable to let the publie know definitely what is the eriterion which should
be applied in the case of secondary school-leaving certificate men for admission to

aecml tests, Further this will limit the number of applications made to the
mmissioner for admission to special tests.

4. In conformity with the recently sanctioned amendment in the Public Service
Notification [c.f. amended article 1 of the Public Service Notification] abrogating
the clause which required sufficient knowledge in two optional (or C group) subjects
in the case of secondary school-leaving certificate holders for appointments in the
‘ superior ' service of Government, it is sufficient to take into acecount the marks in a
single* (0 group subject for purposes
of admission to special tests also. It
may be presumed that the Commissioner
will see to this.

E.A.V.—10-5-18.
T.K.—11-5-18.

From the Honourable Member’s marginal note, dated 28th April 1918, on page
18 of the notes with G.0. No. 568, Home (Education), dated 30th April 1918
(against paragraph 3), it appears that the Honourable Member is not in favour of

* The Commissioner for Government Exami-
nations now requires marks in two ‘0’
subjects—vide page 2 ante.

number of unfit candidates flood the examinations. .
C. RaMaNUJA ACHARIYAR—I3-5-18.

Can I have some figures of persons, »of in Government serviee, who applied for
the special tests and who were admitted to appear and who were not permitted—say
in the last three or four years ?

2. I see that persons drawing below Rs. 20 even when in service—inferior or
superior—are sifted. . '
Does Commissioner for Government Examinations object to such persens being

allowed without being sifted, once they have secured a secondary school-leaving
certificate ? ; :

.

R. RAMACHANDRA RAO—15—5—18.‘ :
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Orrick of THE COMMISSIONEK FOR
The following are the figures :— | By
Partioulars, 1914, 1015, 1916, }lﬂ'. .

Number of school-leaving certificate holders 851 891 456 596
who did not hold an appointment in superior
service or whose permanent pay did not exceed
Rs. 20, and hence applied for permission to
appear for the special tests. :

umber permitted ... < 197 204 215 269

Number not permitted... o 104 187 241 - 897

As I understand the situation Government have ordered that all secondary school-
leaving certificate holders are eliglible to appear for special tests so that I do not see
how sifting is now possible. As I have already said I think that the result will be @
a considerable increase in the number of candidates and a considerable diminution of
the proportion of passes.

J. H. Srong—6-6-18,

A
Hoxe (EpvcarioN) DrparTMENT.

The statistics above serve to show that the discretionary power of the Commis-
sioner for Government Examinations operated to shut out a pretty good number of
secondary school-leaving certificate men from special tests. The Commissioner now
says that by virtue of G.Os. Nos. 1021, Home (Education), dated 6th August 1917
and 568, Education, dated 30th Aprl 1918, all secondary school-leaving certificate
men can proceed for special test examinations and that there is no rule under which
he can now sift the ‘fit’ from the unfit. But the subject of this file is the expediency
of framing a new rule to that effect.

2. Under article 16 of the Special Test Notification intending candidates for
the ensuing special test examinations have to submit their applications before the
31st July 1918. If it is the intention of Government to give any discretion to the
Commissioner for Government Examinations in the watter of admission of secon
school-leaving certificate holders to special tests an early decision will have to be
arrived at on the subjeect.

E.AV.—10-6-18.
T.K.—10-6-18.

We may wait for a year or two before deciding on any rule.
C. BaMasuia Acnarivar—12-6-18,

The nature of the tests is under revision. It has been decided that all secondary
school-leaving certificate holders in Government service—iuferior or superior —should
be allowed to apply. As the revised rules at present stand, all secondary school-
leaving certificate holders are eligible to appear for the special tests, The question
at issue in this file is ** should a rule be framed to sift applicants, nof in service ? and .
if so on what lines.”

I propose that the consideration of this question be held ever for a year
or two.

Does the Commissioner for Government Examinations agree ?
R. RamacnaNora Rao--18-6-18.

Orrice or THE COMMISSIONER FOR
GovERNMENT EXaMINATIONS.

It would be very difficult to introduce sifting at a later stage than this.
A | I suggest with a view to simplicity not less than the presidency average in A
subjects and one C subject a degree of success in the B subjects considered

Norss 10 G.0. No. 866, Hous (Epvcatrox), 2xp Jury 1918

-adequate by the Commissioner. T make this last snggeetioﬁ because if any way

‘estimating B marks, e.g., a fixed minimum is announced the schools are extremely

likely to adjust their marking to it.

Houme (EpucarioN) DEPARTMENT.
4

One of the difficulties apprehended by the Commissioner for Government
Examinations appears to be that the imposition of restrictions a year or two hence
would serve to create an invidious distinetion in the treatment of candidates appearing
for special tests at different contiguous periods —all within a decade.

2. Thus, for about six years, the Commissioner for Government Examinations
@has been deciding as to the fitness of secondary school-leaving certificate holders for
admission to special tests. Now the roles are relaxed : the obvious consequence
would be that candidates of all grades of eligibility will flock in for the tests. If, a
Kew or two hence, the system of sifting, though under a different standard, has to
resorted to, complaints are Jikely to be made stating that the candidates of the
intervening period secured a concession denied to their predecessors as well as
SUCCesSOTs.

8. Apart from the above, there may arise cases of candidates who freely got
admission to the tests while the practice of *sifting > was put in abeyance, but who,
for some reason or other, could not pass a test or complete the required number of tests.
Later on, if the system of sifting is resumed, it will be difficult to determine the
conditions under which such candidates will, if at all, be allowed to repeat their
appearance at the tests.

4. In view of the above difficulties it is for orders whether the condition
suggested at A in the Commissioner’s note may be agreed to. If so the further

int is as to whether a Government order should issue —

(i) divecting that the admission to special tests of secondary school-leaving
certificate holders who are not in the service of Government or local bodies will be
determined by the Commissioner for Government Examinations, and

i) that in no case the Commissioner should admit a candidate whese
certificate does not show entries as at A on page % ante.

E.A.V.—19-6-18.
T.K.—19-6-18.

A strong justification for introducing the process of sifting is this. While in the
case of those in Government or local or municipal service sifting /s made by the
appointing officer at the time of appointment, there is no such restriction placed in
the case of those holders of secondary school-leaving certificates who are ot in such
service. Thus the latter are under a greater advantage than those in service in that
they will escape any sort of sifting. This would not have been intended.

If the process of sifting by the Commissioner for Government Examinations is

. a to be introduced, it may be provided for explicitly in the notification. The principle
laid down at A on page 4 above seems fair. The Commissioner has given reasons

for introducing the practice at once if at all.
C. Ramanvsa AcHARIYAR—21-6-18.

The chief ground for sifting is that otherwise the examinations will become
unwieldy, and as the eriteria suggested by the Commissioner for Government Exami-
nations tend to selection of the better candidates, they tend to improvement of the
personnel of the entrants into the public service.

I am strongly of opinion that the conditions should be published.

The conditions suggested by the Commissioner for Government Examinations

‘a suitable.
: e R. RavMacEaNbrA Rao—22-6-18.

PlENTLAND ] —23-6-18.
A. G. C[arpEW |—24-6-18.

T H ‘Snomn - TA-68, 00
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3. The following notificationy will

. A '
be published in the Fort St. George Gazette;- g £ B.A.V. CZE
Notification. ¢
-4 § “'
In the Special Test’Notification ALY

Copy‘éo all deptt
Secretariat

O
Published at pages 329 - 339 of Fart I- B i, ‘
of the Fort St. George Gazette dated the
28th May 1918 the following alterations :

shall be made:-

In article 4 - the WAWWY words (g]
"subject to the following proviso" shall
be prefixed,the word "The" following them
beginning with a small letter. |

The following proviso shall be sube

joined to the gbove article:-

iy

"iroviso:- Candidates who posgese

.only completed secondary school~leaving

certificates, but are not in the service -

| superior or inferior - of Government or . Paceia. &-J§-a4 i§-<'3;

E- & Toaal bodies or the iadras Port Trust O | i "“';“" a9
and whose names do not appear in any list Lo: S s g
publiched by the ’Jniversity bf persons %'ws.-' + ‘r“" g e
¥ B i s L 5. ariﬂligLa\
eligible for admission to the Intermediate 3‘,Q €
course of studg,and who are deeirous of ' 4
appearing for epecizl teet examinations ,
should forward their certificates to

the C.G.2. who will decxdo on their eligi-
bility for admission to the oxanxnationa.
but no candidate shall be €0 admitted to

any of thc-qpocial tostn
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6.0, No. 866, 2nd July 19

;  Special testh examinations .
Passing orders on the subject of the admission to — of #kec ih:; schoa
who are not employed in the service either of Govern ment or of loce

Order—No. 866, Home (Education), dated 2nd July 1918. -
In their Order No. 1021, Home (Education), dated the 6th August 1917, the 1%
Government directed that any Government servant possessing the minimum general}
educational qualification, namely, a completed secondary school-leaving certificate ““' g
should be entitled to appear for all the various examinations held under the Special & = e
Mests Notification. The above ruling is intended to apply not only to Government y o o
servants in the superior as well as inferior service, but also to employees in the service ' @ p, 2
of local bodies and the Madras Port Trust. 2
2. The question whether any restriction should be placed on holders of &% / 7
completed secondary school-leaving certificates who are not in any of the services | (rilec .
aforesaid but who may be desirous of applying for special tes’s, has since been
under the consideration of Government; and they now direct that such persons
ghould not be admitted to the special tests unless their secondary school-leaving
certificates show that they have obtained marks not less than the Presidency average
in the several subjects included in group ‘A’ and in one at least of the subjects
under the ¢C’ group and also indicate a degree of euccess in the ‘B’ group
subjects considered adequate by the Commissioner for Government Examinations.
8. The following notification will be published in the Fort St. George Gazelle :—

NOTIFICATION. -
In the Special Tests Notification ublished at pages 329-339fﬁart 1-B of the Fort St, Georgs

Gamtts, duted the 28th May 1918, the following alterations shall e made :—

In artic the words * sabject to the followng proviso” shall be prefixed, the word
«The” following them beginning with a small letter.

The following proviso shall be subjoined to the above article : —

 Previso.—Candidates who possess only compl-ted secondary school-leving certificates, but
are not in the service—superior or inferior—of Government, or of local bodics, or the Madras Port
Trost and whose names £: ot appear in any list pnb‘ished by the University of persons eligible
for admission to the Intermediate course of study, and who are deficous of appearing for Special
Test examinations should forward their certificates to the Commisstoner for Government Examin-
ations who wi'l decide on their eligibility, for admission to the examinations; but no candicate shall
be so admitied to any of the spevial tests unless bis secondary school-leaving certificate shows that the
holder thereof has obtained marks not less than the Presidency average in the several subjects
included in group ‘A’ aad in one at least of the subjeots under the ‘0’ group and also indicates &
degree of success in the ‘B’ group sabjects considered adequate by the Commussioner.”

(True extract)

R. RaMacuaNDRA Rao,
Secretary to Government.

To the Commissioner for Government Examinations.
‘Copy to all departments of the Secretariat (except Pension and Legislative).
v %o the heads of ts ander the Home (Education) Department.
4 to the Buperin’ t, Government Press (for publication of notification in the gazetts).
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WITH 6.0. No. 866, HOMB/
DATED 2s» JULY 1918 f=

of secondary school-leaving certiﬂ/a b hald \
special tests.] ‘ L
FaR s A gl

) ‘ Home (EpucATfoN) DBPARTMENT.
~ Extract from the notes of the Commissioner for Government Examinations in ~
regard to the Legislative Council question No. 27 reproduced on page 9 of Notes to
G.0. No. 568, Home (Education), dated the 30th April }918. - D
¥ . . I hope that whatever is decided about outsiders appearing for the S

tosts, all | rs of secondary school-leaving certificates will not be given the right o
to appear. At present only such as are approved by the Commissioner for Lo

A | Government Examinations are allowed to appear, a very necessary limitation as i

we should certainly without it be flooded with totally unfit candidates.” P

2. The discretion now exercised by the Commissioner for Government Exsmi-
nations apparently refers to the fact that not all holders of secondary school-leaving
certificates are qualified, but only those who have shown sufficiently good progress
during their eourse of study. There is no provision in the notifications for the
exercise of this discretion by the Commissioner. All the same this filtering seems
wholesome.

8. ‘There is however no information in this office as to what exactly guides the
Qommissioner in determining whether a particular individual is or is not qualified to
appear for the special tests. He may be requested u.o. to state with reference to
A above —

(1) whether he has fixed any percentage of marks to be obtained by the
candidates in the several subjects and if eo, what that percentage 1s,

(2) whether the standard adopted by him is the same for all tests,

(3) ghehber that standard is fixed for ever or if not, whether it changes from
year to year, and ,

4) whether the standard corresponds to the percentages required by the

University of Madras for registration of candidates qualified for admission to the
collegiate course.

P.R—23-4-18.
C. RaMaxvia ACHARIYAR—23-4-18.

R. RaMacHANBRA Rao—24-4-18.

OF¥ICE OF THE Connggnn FOR
GoversuErT E ONS.
I place below a note prepared in my office which gives all the information
»

- gl

roquired.
J. H. Stong—2-5-18.




 in the u.o., i that there
oandidateo in tha aaverd mb;aq@q

| : English .. .. .. 40 (Public 'Examination Marks
? AGranp subjects ... ) + school mrks). R
. Elementary Mathematics. . 35 ( 5 7
Two of the O group subjects C et A ( D
Thirty per cent is required in any two of the ﬁrst three B group mb]eots, m o
(1) Science, (2) Geography, and (3) History.
[In fature Geography and History of India togefher will be treated as ono"
® subject and History of the British Empire as the third subject.]
No marks either in school or in Public examination below 25 per cent are
taken into account.
3 Hard cases are submitted to the Commissioner for Government Examinations for
orders,
P The certificates of acting Government servants whose pay exceeds Rs. 20, should :
| k ) contain entries under Enfhsh and Elementary Mathematies (group A), marks under i

all the subjectdgroup B)and entries under two subjects at least under group C—in
no subject is anypercentage insisted on.

In the case of permanent Government servants on pdy, exceeding Rs. 20,
secondary school-leaving certificate holders are allowed to appear for the special test

withdut obtaining permussion.

Note.—~The instructions issued by the Commissioner for Government Examinations for the
guidance of the office are treated as * Confidential’ and consequently the standard fixed is not
pablished in the gazette or otherwise made known to the public. ]

Query No. (2).—Yes, the standard adopted is the same for all tests, these tests
being only those for which a matriculate can appear (subject to the provisions
contained 1n the nofes subjoined to article 4 of the notlﬁcatlon regulating the Special
Test examinations) ; secondary school leaving-certificate holders were not permitted
by the Commnssmner for Government Examination to appear for the précis-writing

test, the Revenue test (higher grade) and the Criminal Judicial Test, for which
graduates and some others were allowed to ap

Query No. (3) —Yes, the standard has been the same and does not change from
; year to year.

/ - ; '- Query No. (4).—The standard corresponds to some extent to the percentages.

ke Ve : required by the University. / 6
& - 3 [There are tyo systems in the University rules; I,#he Presidency average. :

= \ 8 Q‘u g A system and 114 The Percentage of marks svstem—-please vide paragraph 1 in I and

Y g e B panaﬁh 1 i II in the copy of the University rules (
¥ N ,f:"} e 7 : ewWiY T - i
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r. y ) Im - ‘
ived at on the subject.
I.A.V.—IO-B-IS. i
T.K.—10-6-18. | A
We may wait for a year or two before deciding on any rule. by ik T,

The nature of the tests is under revision. It has been decided that all secondary
school-leaving certificate holders in Government service—inferior or superior—should
. beallowed to apply. As the revised rules at present stand, all secondary school-
- leaving certificate holders are eligible to appear for the special tests. The question
at issue in this file is ** should a rule be framed to sift applicants, not in service ? and

if so on what lines.”
; I propose that the consideration of this question be held ever for a year

& two.

Does the Commissioner for Government Examinations agree ?
R. Ramacuaspra Rao—132-6-18.

Orrice oF THE COMMISSIONER FOR
GoveRNMENT EXaMINATIONS.
It would be very difficult to introduce sifting at a latfer stage than this.
A I [ suggest with a view to simplicity not less than the presidency average in A
subjects and one C subject and a degree of success in ths B subjects considered
adequate by the Commissioner. I make this last suggestion because if any way of
estimating B marks, e.g., a fixed minimum is announced the schools are extremely

likely to adjust their marking to it.
& 9 J. H. Stoxg—14-6-18.

—_—

Houe (EpucarioN) DEPARTMENT.
One of the difficulties apprebended by the Commissioner for Government
Examinations appears to be that the imposition of restrictions a year or two hence
: would serve to creatdan invidious distinetion in the treatment of candidates appearing
b for spocialL-xs at diff:rent contiguous periods —all within a decade.

2. Thus, Yor about six years, the Commissioner for Government Examinations
has been deciding as to the fitness of secondary school-leaving certificate holders for
admission to special tests. Now the rules are relaxed : tne obvious consequence
would be that candidates of all grades of eligibility will flock in for the tests. If, a
year or two hence, the system of sifting, though under a different standard, has to
be resorted to, complaints are Jikely to be made stating that the candidates of the
intervening period secured a concession denied to their predecessors as well as
successors.

3. Apart from the above, there may arise cases of candidates who freely got
admission to the tests while the practice of ‘sifting’ was put in abeyance, but who
for some reason or other, could not pass @ test or complete the required number of tests.
Later on, if the system of sifting is resumed, it will be difficult to determine the
conditions under which such eandidates will, if at all, be allowed to repeat their

ce at the tests. 2
mn view of the above difficulties it 1s for orders whether the econdition
suggested at A in the Commissioness note may be agreed to. If so the further
int is as to whether a Government Order should issue.— -
(i) directing that the admission to special tests of secondary sehgollle.avmg~
certifieate holder who are not in the service of Government or local bodies will be

determined by the Commissioner for Government Examinations, and :

C. BaMANIA AcBARIVAR—12-6-18.
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s g‘ub{eetl in the case of secondary school-leaving certificate holders for appoin
int

;'
;
i g

: mnue ot G Os. Nos. 1021, Home (Hducation), dated 6th August 1917 and 568,

No;ql m GO No. 866, Homl(Enlwnrox), 2 Jm.t 191

'« ..k In couformity with the recently sanctioned amendment'in the Public Ser
‘ ]Eo.f. Amended article 1 of the Pablie ser Notification sbefl)’
¢

gating the clause which required sufficient knowledge in two optional (or

e ‘ superior’ service of Government, it is sufficient to take into account the marks
: in a single* C group subject embg
purposes of admission to special tests

* The Commissioner for Government Exami-
nation now requires marks in two ‘C’

ot also. It may be presumed that the
¢ VMO R0 % anfe. Commissioner will gee to this, '
E.A.V.—-10-5-18.
T.K.—11-5-18.

From the Honourable Member’s marginal note dated 28th April 1918 on page
18 of the notes with G.0. No. 568, Home (Kducation), dated 30th April 198
(against paragraph 3) it appears that the Honourable Member is not in favour of
introducing the rule as to sifting until by actual experience it is shown that a large
nuwmber of unfit candidates flood the examinations.

C. RamMaxusa AcHARIYAR—13-5-18,

Can I have some figures of persons, zof in Government service, who applied for
the special tests and who were admitted to appear and who were not permitted—say
in the last three or four years ? o

2. I see that persons drawing below Rs. 20 even when in service—inferior or
superior—are sifted.

Does Commissioner for Government Examinations object to such persons being
alloutrled without being sifted, once they have secured a secondary school-leaving -
certificate ?

R. Raacmaxpra Rao—15-5-18.

Orrice or THE COMMISSIONER FOR
GovErNMENT ExaMINATIONS.
The following are the figures : —
Partioulars. 1904, 1915, 1918, 1917,
Number of school-leaving certificate holders 351 391 456 596
who did not hold an appointment in superior
service or whose permanent pay did not exceed
Rs. 20, and hence applied for permission to
ap for the special tests.
umber permitted e 197 204 215 269 v
Number not permitted... we b 104 5 187 941 07 39%% A
As I understand the situation Government have ordered that all secondary school
leaving certificate holders are eligible to appear for special tests so that I do not see
how sifting is now possible. As T have already said I think that the result will be
a considerable increase in the number of candidates and a considerable diminution of
- the proportion of passes.
J. H. StoNne—6-6-18.

Hour (EpuvcatioN) DEPARTMEN
The statistics above serve to show that the Commissioner for Government Examile

oﬁon}lﬁmﬁonwer operated to shut out a pretty good number of secondary %
-leaving certificate men from special tests. The Commissioner now says that

Education, dated'30th Apnil 1918, all secondary school-leaving certificate men can
proceed for special test examinations and that there is no rule under which he can
now sift the “ fit’ from the unfit. But the subject of this file is the expediency of
framing a new rule to that effect gy '

2. Under Article 16 of the Special Test Notification intending candidates for
the ensuing special test examinations have to submit their applications before the
81st July 1918. 1If it is the intention of Government to give any discretion to the

"
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———~— Noms 10 G.0. No. 866, Hous (Rovoumox), 2p J
~ Thek Commissioner ior Governp‘ept Examination' un*U
.;.;w il Blow :— ¥

missioner for Government Examination\ Mg, L ity Sialeg

Tor admission to the Special Tests) ... g?or admission to the opilegiste’ course).
; ercentage of marks-system (II). -

(Public Examination marks and school (Public examination marks or moderated
marks taken together). ‘Mod:'r;ﬁon’ the School marks are taken
. account). Cl
proabiit, Va o SECARO L, oy il
cent in Elementary . r cent in Elemen subjects.
ﬁ:rthamatioo. el ogle, ﬁ:themaﬁoa. " ol :
85 per cent in any two O group subjeots. Forty per cent in one of the four O group subjects,
viz., (1) Algebra and Geometry, (2) ghysics, (3)
N Chemistry and (4) English History. (Wote. Im-
portance is attached to theso subjects because of
their position in the University Intermediate
/] course).
35 per cent in any of the other 0. group subjects.
}B group 85 per ceat in Vernacular Composition | (A _group

30 per cent in any two of y \
the first three subjects. subjects. and Translation. subject).
is fixed with reference to Verna-

: %o 13 L ,54 - o7r.—Infthe Commissioner for Government Fxamination no percentage

- Bl . ) ar Composition and I'ranslation and in the University Rules, 1% is excused in tha case of candidates who stndys
: ’ ; olassical or a foreign language. ]

B-Ko_29—4—180

W. A. HoBpay—30-4-18.

Houg (EpvucaTioN) DEPARTMENT.

Please see paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Registrar’s note at page 18 of the notes to

G.0. No. 568, Education, dated 30th April 1918. TheCommissioner for GUvern-

¢ q’ ment Examinatiorf’§ efice mete- above sets out fully the principles adopted by the

', \ ,‘ ¥ Commissioner in the admission of secondsry school-leaving certificate holders (who

' NI . are not holding permanent appointments 1n the * Superior’ service of Government
e on pay exceeding Rs. 20 per mensem) to special tests.

~ BN 9. According to the changes in the Special Test Notification approved in G.0.

: No. 568, Education, dated 30th April 1918, any secondary school-leaving certificate

holder irrespective of his being in Government service or not may appear for special

tests. This, the Commissioner fears, would result in the examinations being

swamped by candidates who may not have any definite end in view. To safeguard

the situation it seems necessary that the Commissioner should continue to exercise

: his power of sifting”’ on the principles set cuf above ; and this discretion

\ to sift may be made fo apply to all secondary School-leaving certificate holders

who are not employed either in the service of Government or of local bodies,

the latter term} including the Port Trust. 1f this is agreed to, a proviso to the

effect may be inserted in article 4 of the Special Test Notification (ef—the—praviso 97

Vide elwo Secretary’s remarks in paragraph 2 of his note at page 18 of not3397
to G.0. No. 563, Education, dated 3Uth April 1918.
3 The next point for ordersis whether the principles of admission as given
‘ . bove which have hitherto been of the nature of confidential’ instructions
. L to thd/ Commissioner for Government Examiuation\ 015@ should be made known 4 9,
: ul v th\oublie. While it cannot be said that the absence of such publicity in the
matter has caused positive inconvenience to the persons concerned, it would seem
desirable to let the publie know definitely what is the criterion which' should be
applied in the case of secondary school-leaving certificate men for admission to
ial tests. "Further this will limit the number of applications made to the Com-

m’l"omrfor admission to special tests (Gnewio—368;-kducation, dated 30th April — 7
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e e %-0.0: 5o 866, Hous (EDUCATION), 2§D
_ (ii) that in no case the Commissioner should admit a

e

\ . . certificate does not show entries as at A on page 5 ante. 20
. s £ - a - : L& ucv.—IMISO ‘ H ” ’ ‘°';
~ TK.-—-19-6-18. | B b
’ ‘ A strong justification for introducing the process of sifting is this. 'Whi in the

case of those in Government or local or municipal service sifting /s made the
appointing officer at the time of appointment, there is no such restriction placed in
the case of those holders of secondary school leaving certificates who are nof in such
service. Thus the latter are under a greater advantage than those in service in that
they will escape any sort of sifting. This would not have been intended. %
_____ If the process of sifting by the Commissioner for Government Examinations is
ﬁﬁiﬂtmduoed, it may be provided for explicitly in the notification. The principle
id down at A on page 5 above seems fair. The Commissioner has given reasons
for introducing the practice at once if at all. £
v C. Ramaxuja AcHARIYAR—21-6-18.
_  The chief ground for sifting is that ofherwise the examinations will become e
unwieldy, and as the criteria suggested by t{le Commissioner for Government Exami- i
- nations tend to selection of the better, candidates, they tend to improvement of the
: personnel of the entrants into the public service. : -,
1 am strongly of opinion that the conditions should be published. :
The conditions suggested by the Commissioner for Government Examinations .

tie v a suitable. :
),.\..4‘\_,,, A . ppeu' R. RamacEANDRA Rao—22-6-18. £
et o S . P[ENTLAND ] —23-6-18. £
‘ ‘0 ki ] A. G. C[arpEW]—24-6-18.
5 > T H, P A’L A draft ofder is submitted. It may perhaps be desirable to place it on Editors’
' - Table. f
' : E.AV.—27-6-18. 8
. et ’ C T.K.—27-6-18.
¥ C.R.—1-7-18.
P Issue.
2. Print up.
i~ 8. Not nmm/y to place on Editors’ Table as I have decided that gazette
4 notifications need not be so placed.
: , R.R.—2-7-18.

{G.0. No. 866, Home (Education), dated 2nd July 1918.]
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