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Tue HON'BLE SIR E, D). MACLAGAN, K.C.LE, CSI,1cs,
Secretary to the Government of India.

Dated Simla, the 1st }1 ay 1918.

Sir,

I am desired to forward for information a copy of the proceedings of an Al
India Conference of Librarians which Was held at Lahore on the 4th to the 8th of
January 1918 and to inform you that further copies will be forwarded later for dis-
tribution among persons inferested.

2. As regards certain of the Resolutions put forward by the Conference, the

Government of India are in a position to communicate af once the following
remarks,

Resolution no. III—Rogarding assistance to students and isolated research

workers. Resolution no. ¥ regarding the supply of information on works on any |
E‘ﬂicular subject and Resolution no. XV regarding the appointment of trained |
brarians,

resolutions.are commended to local Governments for observance,
as far as possible, in connection with Government libraries,

IV (facilities for soldiers).—It is suggested that local Gov- 4

o what they can to arrange for such facilities after proper con-

local military authorities and with the persons in charge of the
larger libraries from whom assistance can be obtained. -

Resolution no. 1X (b) (preparati il index of articles of interest to
Indianists in non-scientific penodical—The Libfsrian of the Imperial Library
will be authorised to correspond with 8ocal Governments with a view to obtaining

permission for the gentlemen méntioned jn the Resolution
vernment servants to joi i
Librarian will also be aut :
committee. It is i 1 ly be by corre-
spondence : but, if meetings are held, the Government of India would be glad if
Governments could allow such Governmen nd the meetings
the necessary facilities for doing so. It will be for the committee in question to
formulate its Proposals and suggest arrangements for carrying them out. Should
these suggestions involve any action by the Government of India, the Government
of India will take the matter into consideration on receipt of the proposals of the
Resolution no. XIV (training i ibrarians Librarian of the
Imperial Libra!“y, Calcutta, will be aut orised to make Suggestions to the Govern-
ment of India for instituting arran 1ents for the training of librarians and, if



—

these proposals are accepted, he will communicate with other libraries and with
the local Governments stating the arrangements which have been made. The
Punjab Government and the Baroda Darbar will also be asked to consider whether
in view of the recommendations of the Conference t‘l:{ rnd to make
arrangements of the kind suggested, and will be requested, if they desire to do so,
to communicate the results to the persons and Governments interested. The
\'-uggesuon made in sub-clause (5) of this Resolution olmudmg the mst}mhon of
l reference libraries is commended to the attention of | Governments in res
L.of libraries under their charge. The further proposal made in sub-clause (6) that
an Indian Library Association should be formed is one which the Government gy

of India would gladly see realised but the form'lt‘i;)n o:’ilucbh;a;: Amn:;xin 18 o g o l";";’: i« ~ Bombay. > R
a matter which must be left for private initiative ere am to no ety A S . B. GotnoskARr, B.A.. Chief Librari el 7 S
objection to Government servants jo such an Association under the usual ; e n;" BB Society Bom%:" of Librarian, Bombay Branch,Boyll
restrictions applicable to all servants of Government. ' ) Lo > o B e
No immediate action is required as regards the Resolution mo. XIII (the pub- A , ¢ ; Uwitéd Provinces. 4 4
lication of a list of books and periodicals published in India) as the guesuon of - it Ml. E. A. Ravrorp, M.A., Secretary, Public Library, Allahabad.
Yﬁlpﬁ3?333’;3::”3?‘1llﬁfff this character 1s already under the tion of ek s. Dr. W. F. N. WoonLaxD, D.Sc., Professor, Muir Central College, Alla.habad. ;
i Mg Punjab. 3
3. With reference to the further proposals made by the Conference, there 38 } :
are certain specific proposals which will no doubt be a ropmte for execution by 5 % LS 1. The Hox'sie Mr. J. A. RichEy, M.A., Director of Public Instruchon, :
the Government of India and there are others in whic the Government of India \ I} i ‘Punjab, Lahore.
;xm\ h\llllK{:\ll\ tnkel the ulntml s'tlfhpe leaving further development;: be ‘:ntnwd o:: 2. Lara Lasnu Rax, Librarian, Punjab Public Library, Lahore.
y the libraries themselves e various recommendations o now ' 3. Lara Mukaxp Assistan rarian, Libtary
separately considered by the Government of India and such orders as are necessary By Lahore. B L. e EXMiss JErds
will be communicated later in respect of them. | Fovod Bi .
4. In the meantime, I am desired to convey acknowledgments of the Govern- : ‘ i ar.anfl Jibug:
ment of India to the various gentlemen—official and non-official—who attended the : , y 1. M. V. H. Jacksox, M.A., Principal, Patna College, Patna. o
Conference and to the Hon’ble Mr. H. Sharp who presided at its mee for the ‘ : ' 2. Mgz. Sarat Cuaypar'Roy, MA, BL, Secretary Bihar and Orissa
care with which the various subjects placed before the Conference were t with ‘ 1 Research Society, Banklpore. £

and the valuable recommendations which have been made for the consideration™ ‘ ; &

of the Government of India. Cenlral Provinces.

Mz. R. G. Aurax, M.A,, Principal, Agricultural College, Nagp

I have the honour to be NATIVE STATES.

Sir, ¥ Tl | Baroda.
: Mz. Newrox M. Durr, State Librarian, Baroda.
Your most obedient Servant, S 3 5 M?;:n M ' :
Mg. C. Nagarra, B.A,, LL.B,, Librarian, Mysore University, Mysore.

ﬁ Z A 3) e ¥, peg T UNIVERSITIES. ~
: iy -~ ; 2 ¢ 2, g : 3

Madras University.
Secretary to the Governmend of India. & u..; l[umHmnn,MA. Professor,PrcmdencyCollege Mdtons

. Bombay University.
M. P A, WAnu. M.A., Professor of Phﬂosophy, Wilson Co!lege, Bombgy
2 5 . Allahabad University. ’
% Dl. J r(3. Wm, BA., LLD, Bu‘-at-Law, Pnncxpd Umvermty School
R Allahabad.

Woénlln.li.A,gRegatmr Pun]abUmvmtr hhom.
e R G N AU b " Paing Unioersly. 0 '
S i T | qmm weLL, M.A., B.Sc, PhD.,F.IC. FC‘.S. B:om d >
'R ; uy,r.meonége,mm % el
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B * University, Benares, ° .

Tndian Science Congrees. R

Caloutta,
Mz. A. 8. Heuxy, B.A., M.St, Professor, Government College, Lahare.
Dr. J. L. StmoxseN, D.So., Presidency College, Madras. AR,
Other Non-Officials.

Mr. Jomax Van Maxex, Balaclava Hotel, Ghoom, D. H. ny.
Mg. W. Rarrr, F.C.S., Cellulose Expert, Forest Research Institute, Dehra Dun,
Mg. T. D. Svrry, BA,, Professor of Philosophy, 8t. John's College, Agra.

DEPARTMENTS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

Archaological Survey of India.

Rar Samrs Paxprr Dava Rau Sauxt, MLA., Superintendent, Archmological
Survey, Northern Circle, Hindu and Buddhist Monuments, Lahore.

Zoological Survey of India.

Dr. N. Axxanpare, B.A., DSc., F.AS.B., CM.ZS,, F.LS., Director, Zoolo-
gical Survey of India, Calcutta. ;

: Imperial Library.
Mr. J. A. CraPuMAN, Librarian, Tmperial Library, Calcutta.
Home Department,

MaJor F. Norwax Wrarre, C.LE., M.B., IMS,, Offig. Sanitary Commissioner
with the Government of India.

-

Department of Revenue and Agriculture.
Dr. Gmueerr T. Warker, CS.I, DSc, F.RS., MA., Director-General of

Observatories, Simla.

Mg. A. Ho‘;;.mn, C.LE, M.A,, AR.CS,, F.LS., Imperial Economic Botanst,
usa.

Public Works Department.

Mg. T. R. J. Warp, C.LE., M.V.0., Inspector-General of Irrigation,” Public
Works Department, Simla. -

Foreign and Political Drp;trlmcll.

y Mr. 8. C. Banery1, Librarian, Foreign and Political Department, Simla.
Department of Commerce and Industry.

Dr. H. H. Havoew, CLE, DSc., B.A, F.RS,, F.G.8., Director, Geological

Survey of India, Calcutta.
-

Army Department.
Carraixy H. WiLBerrorce-BeLL, General Staff, No. 83, Lahore Cantonments.

{ Railway Department, (Railway Board).

"‘ ‘ Department of Education. y
i Mz. J. M. Mitza, M. A., Assistant Secretary, Department of Educat

,.
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' Mg, S. W. Kewe, B.A., F.AS.B., Superintendent, Zoological Survey of Indis,”

Me. G. Sayus-Hupsown, Storekeeper, North-Western Railway, Lahoe.
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* to the growing interest taken in libraries
* convenient to attend both meetings in succession. Local Governments, the Uni-

" rians were sent from Native States. A few other specialists in library administra-

nuary the 4th, 5th, 7th and 8th,
ndia, after loec’]?’Gt;ve'mn{enta had been

 §

The time and the place were selected Mmm&me(}ongm gan its &

at Lahore on the 9th January and it was thought that some persons might

versities, the departments of the Government of India, and the Science Congress
were invited to nominate representatives ; and most of them did so. Two libra-

tion were selected. Other bodies might suitably have been. represented and ‘
some indeed requested such representation. But it was deemed undesirable for

p ngflwdiacuuion to have too large a gathering. The Conference was open
to the public. :

The main questions which it was istended to discuss were reqi.n:m?in_b%‘v‘:e‘en i
libraries, methods of subject-indexing, the compilation of catalogues of periodicals
Scientific value, the training of library assistants, the compilation of catalogues
of manuscripts, and the lib;ary resources available in India. Supplementary
enbjects were suggested— the indexing of Indian periodicals by the publishers of -
the “ Athenmum,” the appointmeut of reference librarians in big libraries, the issue
in bulletin form of bi":liﬂgmphies of selected subjects, the publication of a
complete subject Index to Indiaa Government -Reports, Blue Books, ete., the
utilization of Central libraries by Municipal and District Board libraries on pay-
ment of an anaual contribution, the founding of an itiverary school for training
librarians, the formation of “ travelling ” libraries for the stafis of mufassal schools,

aud the formation of a library Bureau. :

The Government of Bombay proposed as suitable topics the institntion of
central provincial libraries, the organisation aod management of small libraries,
the compilation and distribution of complete lists of books published in each pro-
vince, the provision of machinery for the selection of books for Indian libraries,
the best method of recording issue and return of books so as to facilitate tracing
of books issued, open versus locked shelves, and the best preventive of book worms
and white ants.

Other topics were enggested from other sources. But it was manifestly im-

ible to traverse so wide a field in the time available. The larger issues were
selected and the suggested topics were worked into these as far as possible. If
the main recommendations of the Conference are carried into effect, there will be
ample scope for interchange of ideas upon details of library administration.

In order to expedite business, some of the subjects were discussed by Com-
mittees or sections of the Conference. These sections were formed as follows :—

Section A (Methods of subject-indering).—Mr. J. R. Henderson, Mr. P. B.
Gothoskar, Mr. 8. C. Rpy, Mr. J Mark Hunter, Lala Labhu Ram, Mr. J. Van Mgnen,
Mr. E. A. Radford, Mr. G. Samms-Hudson, Dr. G. T. Walker, and the Hon’ble

Mr. H. Sharp.

Section B (Compilation of catalogues of Scientific periodicals).—Mr. 8. W. Kemp, -
Dr. N. Annandale, Dr. W. F. N. Woodland, Dr. K. 8. Caldwell, Dr. J. L. Simonsen,
‘Mr. A. 8. Hemmy. Mr. R. G. Allan, Mr. W. Raitt, Mr. T. R. J. Ward, Captain
H. Wilberforce-Bell, and Rai Sahib Pandit Daya Ram Sahni.
Section C (Training of Library Assistants).—The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. Richey,
. Mr. A. C. Woolner, Lala Mukand Lal, Mr. C. Nagappa, Mr. P. A. Wadia,
‘Dr. J.C. Weir, Mr. Jadu Nath Sarkar, Mr. T. D. Sully, Mr. 8. C. Banerji,
~ Mr. J.M. Mitra, Mr. J. A. Chapman, and Mr. Newton-M. Dutt. T
> Section D (Exchange of books)—Mr. J. A. Ghapman, Mr. J. R. Henderson,
Mr. E. A. Radford, Dr. WIF N. Woodland, ‘(in Hon’ble Mr. J. A. Riclley,
Mr. V. H. Jackson, Mr. R. G. Allan, Mr. J. Mark Hunter, Dr. J. C. Weir,
" Dr. K.S. Caldwell, Mr. A. 8. Hemmy, Dr. J. L. Simonsen, Mr. W. Raitt,
Mr. T. D. Sully, Dr. Giltert T. Walker, Mr. T. R. J. Ward, Dr. H. H. Hayden,
in H. Wilberforce-Bell, Mr. G. Samms-Hudson, and Dr. N. Annanda‘le.
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_ Tala Labhu Ram, T
Mr. P. A, Wadia, Mr, : ( L Bitrs, and. Gy
‘ “h'l‘hemolution::go | 'tlmgml 9 were further
of the Conference and were-passed either iu thein origiual forn , ‘
the general opinion. ‘In order that the ori %o{m tiv at materi:

_He emphasised i . b
ity not fail to produce happy results.
subject of the Conference in his estimation was the
resources in a couniry where the seeker after truth was ;

off from books. Mr. Sharp enumerated some of the priacipal libra

preserved, they are printed wpendix But all resolutions adopted
session ate reproduced in the body of these proceedin whetlier discussed

full session or previously discussed in a section, and, in the latter case, he
modified or not. Appendix B reproduces two proposals bronght forward by

Mr. Nagappa and by Mr. Vaa Manen which could not be fully discussed owing to

ily

w7

in India and discussed the procedure to be followed at the Confereance, the formation

want of time. It should also be recorded that, though the question of S ,

cu‘:(s;logue:! \\';s ma apeciﬁcallll_\' ﬁc:cnst&emd. tbdcms‘on mlc:ept;d tm oy S 2 of sections for the discussion of various topics, etc. i :

made by Mr. Vaa Manen to the effect that aay discussion on this sghject, sho Si ot i He invited the memibers to inspect the methods pursued at the Punjab Univer-

pwdﬁ by an enquiry 1_ato the best system of umform dellmg with ndu.u names. il ity Library and certain Ctiit whioh had:Teds: Erought Vo aipmu i
It was decided by the Conference not to print the discussion. -The mainpart . *_Mr. Newton M. Dutt. He thanked Colonel Stephenson, the Principal of the

of this record therefore consists of the resolutions actually passed. Where not b4 Government College, Lahor¢, for placing the college hall and stafi-rooms of the

otherwise stated, the subjects of these resolutions were discussed ia full session. ., a college at the disposal of the Coaference. Finally, he pointed out that the pro-

Where it is stated that a subject was discussed in & gection, it is to be understood

' ot | L7 E:mme might be criticised as framed Jargely for advanced students and specialists,
that the resolution was «YWI in its final form by the Couference as a whole. The f
, O

L but said that more general questions could be taken up and that any proposals
‘ which would benefit the specialists would benefit also the general reading public.

¢ ~ resolutions ars recl'onld ¢ in the order in which they were passed, but with ~ °
reference to their logical sequence. ! g B e . ' 4 tntis
Resolution I deals with the preliminary work of making a census of libraries: K..-u?a'f, Coutpbencs the prceciad 0 i 0 e g wass e
Resolutions II to VIII with the kind of assistance which libraries may render to ‘ o al At the close of the Conference the President summarised the work which it had dove
each other and to the reading public with a view to making their resources more s * ard thanked the members for the interest they had taken. The proceedings

accessible, guiding the reader and giving adyice on urchases and the general means s
suitable to these ends ; Resolutions IX to XIII witg the making of subject-indexes oy
and catalogues in order that those means may be facilitated and for other purposes ; ;

Resolutions XIV and XV with the t.nnn.m% of assistant librarians and the apm

ment and pay of trained librarians ; Resolution XVI with the steps which

be taken with regard to paper, in order that the permanence of books, periodicals

and records may be ensured. . ' : ,‘
Papers on various subjects were sent. in, before the Conference met, :

Messrs. Chapman, Woodland, Woolner, Dutt, Nagappa, Charlier, Fraser, and :

Labhu Ram. \ : } o
It was intended to print these as a portion of the proceedings. But in view of iy F

the desirability of curtailing reports this intention has been abandoned. b

$ An interesting feature of the Conference was the dissertation gi on the "

second day on paper preservation by Mr. Raitt. By general mquasttg&-m :

. ® which followed the lecture has been recorded. Resolution XVI arose out of it. .

. & e : ‘&\,;
| | o

- . terminated with a vote of thanks to the President.

Resolutions passed by the Conference.®
ResoLyTioN 1.—Census of Libraries.

it (1) That the first step to be taken in any measure of reciprocity is the compila-
tion of a census of libraries in lodia. That the Government of India be requested
to compile and publish such a census after consulting the Councils of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal and the Bombay branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, the
authorities of the Madras University Library and the Imperial Library and such
 other authorities asthe Government of India may deem it desirable to consult a8
to the kinds of information to be given in the ‘census-regarding each library.
(2) (i) That the nature of the libraries to be included in this census with
i reference both to the number of books and to their contents shall be decided by the -
: Government of India, the Conference merely suggesting that a purely mumerical
) limit is po test of the value of a collectioa. The census should include colltctions
of manuscripts and should apply to libraries in Native States as well as in British
'Y That the information to be collected in the census should include the loca-

ik 88
" tion of each library,*the date of its foundation, it®ownership, its income, its staff,
- book budget, accessibility to the public and conditions of admission, the num-
~ ber of printed books, the number of maauscripts, pamphlets and periodicals,
nndjtbn'mmanddamoitheuulogne.
AR ans L B@t@onﬂ.—‘—?mpmcgtybdzm W St
T} ﬂm of inter-borrowing of books Mbmries of all.
it is desirable to divide India into a mimber of circles within which.
uld be adopted for the circulation of books and pericdicals, and that
number of distributing centres be formed, each centre being used as a.
: &.ﬁormnﬁop’ad ahonowmg agency for its own clrcle and al’so

#
w

-

&
®




ke

. ¥

(8) That these circles might at first be North-east India (centre Caleutta)
west India (centre Lahort), Bombay (centre Bombay city) and Madras
o fruadlme: g giar o m”oe Dt by
‘and university development, an arrangemen not put ar i
fzme le;nding now pmctﬁed by some libraries, .., Pusa. The larger circles
|be expected gradually to break up into circles. R

:

| (4) That the Government of India should in consultation with the hod

ResorvTion 1L —Assistance to students and isolated mw.” ‘

That, regarding Library activity as constituting a normal and integral con- ® -
cern of the Government—of ever increasing importance—ia its civilizing and educa-
tional functions, this Conference recommends that the Go ent of India should

. be asked to declare it their policy with regard to the Libraries under their
control, in every case to recognise the principle, inherent in modern librux con-
ceptions, that the needs and requirements of the individual bond fide student or .
researcher isolated in the outposts or remote spots of Indian territory (including '
the Native States) should be met with all facilities and sympathetic assistancgi®as
far as is compatible with theinterests and the due protection of all other

* of students and readers.

J » @

This declaration of principle involves a recognition of the fact that the existence
of a-limited amount of literary resources, collected in a limited number of centres,
to serve the needs of students spread over an abnormally | area, requires
special methods, quite different from those sufficient for European couditions, to

meet such needs.

-

Resovurion IV.—Facilities for scldiers,

That the attention of the Government of India be called to the lack of facilities
for reading and study, other than that of military art and science, by British saldiers
in Iudia. This Conference suggests that the provision of such facilities be taken
into consideragion in consultation, through local Governments, with the publie

librarians of the various circles.

tEsoLuTioN V.—Supply of information regarding works on any particular subject. *

That libraries should regard it as an important part of their duties to recommend
works to any persons seeking information an the subject with which they are

(‘spcci;x“_\' cum-cnwd.

ResorutioN VI.—Ezchange of books, mainly duplicate copies (discussed in Section
D).

(1) That in the opinion of this Conference it is desirable that exch:ngeand

transfer of books and periodicals available for exchange and transfer should be carried

out wherever possible and that there be a bureau of exc controlled by the
ceritral agency of each circle to facilitate such transfer and exe of books and ¢ -
periodicals between libraries within that circle. :

(2) That books regarded as superfluous, whiclt any librlryr wishes to discard,
should be offered to some cenggal institution such as the Imperial Library,

(3) That there be also a central burean of informatfon for all India, nfo‘n
the Imperial Library, to facilitate communication between the local bln‘;anl. = &

ResorurioN VIH.—Purchase of books.
That this Conference is of opiaion that the compilation and ci

ol
lists of books recommended for purchase by the Central Library, ﬁ : mﬁf & :‘
. . . s ) 2 &3] & N

and, if possible, others, to specialists and smaller libraries, is
ResoLution VIIL.—Purchase of periodicals. g

That this Conference recommends that Committees or heads of the principal a

libraries co-operate in order to avoid the ob FogorL
common scientific and other penodmh pumhuo i w“ “

Governments determine the number of circles and the limits and cenfre of cach ___" v
circle and the pature of the distributing agency. :

cing of books in any single library
ding needless duplication bﬁmﬁ s

mpossible to impose on all libraries a uniform system of subject-i
fact that there are very few such indexes in India yodld._ma,.ke..'th;s; i€l
nyway it may be possible to maintain a central index in one or more ¢
libraries or bureaus. The difficulty would be to find the staff to compile.
' central institution or institutions might maintain a staff; but this would
@  expensive and probably impracticable. Such a scheme would be much facilitated
" if all libraries, or at least the majority. were to adopt single uniform mdex cards
; and send them to the central bureau for redistribution. Even wherethest—andaxd’;
index is not used it should be possible, either through the library staff, or througg .
a ial staff, to arrange for the uniform indexing of new accessions. _And.
India were divided into circles for this purpose, the work of uniform indexing
would be greatly facilitated. - v et

One method of dealing with existing collections would be :—

| -gmall number of copies of such a compilation as the London
: 2 th‘fal:n subject-index og a bibliography should be sent out by,
. say, the Imperial Library to a number of chosen libraries ; :

PR 2 stafls of those libraries should place a mark against each of
4 v thatthttshle)ool‘:‘s :t:)tered in the compilation that is in those libraries ;

: then place a mark against each entry in their own catalogues

o ' 5. th‘ft):h :ybooﬁnt at is not ent:rge:l in the compilation received from the o

: : Imperial Library ; 33 s, 0

(4) that they then return the marked compilation to the Imperial Library, -
sending with it the marked copies of their own catalogu?s ; and

ral library which wants a copy of the index or bibliography

i m:x:n%ie::ed in (l)ryshould assist in completing the marks in the copy

which it will keep.

: 1) As regards periodicals. . 5
( )(l) It is desirable that otberdibraries co-operate in the compilation by the
~ Im!)erial Library of a subject index of articles of interest to Indianists
v | in ' non-scientific * periodicals. £ S L
T ittee should be formed to consider the non-scientific periodica
’ i %‘}mtmt: toolndiauist.s to be dealt with and the method and scope
of subject-indexing, consisting of Mr. Chapman, Mr. Scholﬁeld‘,
Me. Surendra Nath Kumar, Mr. Brsjendra Nath Seal, Mr. Dodweli,
Mr. 8. Krishnaswami Ayyangar, Mr. Rushbrook-Williams, Mr.
Wt;olner, Lala Labhu Ram, and Mr.Van Manen, with power to add
to their number from Bombay and other centres. : :
is work would have to be done in India ; but, if the sub-committee
& Thl:pwoir:ted so decide they shouki be at liberty to approach the
publishers of the  Atheneum. = e

L%

-~ ) .
: iodicals of scienti discussed
X.—Com of  of periodicals of fic value (discu L
L e sy
LR " Part A—Catalogues in preparation. o B
e L . recommendation to the Government of India that they . .
-. : (1) ('.) %be: Peﬁodicglgd:?:ﬂpable i: Various ipstitutiom in Indn n
b ce with the scheme adopted by the Asiatic Society of Bengal in their
" Caloutta catalogue. ,' S T S
o S ‘In consideration that one catalogue for all India would havebeen
o W&S‘;Ll&?&’gemo;r the contents of the Calcutta libraries and a.noth




~ lished without a reference wtw arians.
. {(2) That the Government of be requested to ,
ible date all information available concerning scier odicals
]:'bmries outside Calcutta in the form of a volume or volumes in succession to

camuﬁm of periodicals in Calcutta now being published by the Asiatic Society of

(38) That in view of the urgent need for information about the scientifie
periodicals available throughout India, the Government of India “be
to depute a special officer to edit, and supervise the publication of, the successive
volume or volumes. e,

(4) That the Conference is further of the opinion thit the work would be
expedited and rendered more reliable if the officer ;tgpomted were permitted
to correspond direct with the authorities in control of the different libraries. The
Conference also considers it essential that the officer appointed shoald visit atany
rate the more important libraries in the different centres in order to check the
information supphed. : . :

(5) That on completion of publication of all the volumes of the
a complete subject index of the titles of periodlicals in it should be pre and
published as soon as possible. The Conference, however, does not consider it desic-
able that the publication of the catalogue should be delayed for this purpose.

(6) That it be a recommendation to the Government of India that all libraries,
the periodicals in which have been catalogued, should be instructed to inform the
Government of India whenever (a) they have obtained periodicals not hitherto
entered in their catalogue, (b) they have filled up blanks in the file of periodicals,
and (¢) they have ceased to obtain periodicals entered in their That the
Government of India should circulate this information to all libraries in a con-
venient form annually. That! as seon as it seems desirable on the basis of this
information either an appendix te or a new edition of the whole catalogue
should be published.

Part B.—Appointment of a Committee to consider what further action should be

taken.
(1) That the Conference considers it desirable that a Bttnﬂin’ Committee
should be appointed in connection with the question of scientific

periodicals and that this Committee should meet at suitable times, such as the
meeting of the Indian Science Congress, to discuss pro brought before it
by the Government of India or to suggest to the Government of India any further
proposals. That this Standing Committee should .consist of five one
of whom should be one of the General Secretaries of the Indian Science Congress.

That the other members of the Standing Committee should be Dr. Gilbert
Walker, Mr. S. W. Kemp, Dr. W. N. F. Woodland, and the Librarian of the
Imperial Library ez-officio; and that the Committee be empowered tofill in
vacancies in its body subject to the approval of the Government of India and to
add to its number. - !

(2) That in the opinion of the Conference the catalogue of peri

able in various institutions in India should include eventually
so available which are devoted to research and scholarship.

Resorvtion XI.—Compilation of mhloyuu of Mum“yu M o ,.

1. That the proposed census of Indian libraries should msntlon‘fh xis :

of every collection of manuscripts and dmwingu, i ing in
whatsoever language, with the briefest mble mdm R

e & ¥
* +
=4

lllperio;ic& i

‘European scholars up to a year ago; but a private collector has succeeded in

- assistants the Librarian of each institution having the right of rejecting any per-

~ (3) 'That the institution of an_itinerary school is considered imprdcticable.

5. That' the icular“attention of Government be invited to the necessity
of the methodical collection of all the extant manuscripts written in languages
which are in danger of extinction. (In the Lepcha , for instance, only
3 manuscripts were known in Europe and only 4 titles were mentioned by

covering 20 titles.) The Asiatic Society of Bengal |
tute enquiries on this matter in consultation-with local

collecting 75 manuscri
may be requested to i
societies.

Resorvrioy XIL—Compilation of catalogues of Imla':;n venwcular‘perwd icals
. (dim{ued in Section F).

(1) That the Government of India be asked to make and publish an inventory
of the vernacular periodicals, periodicals dealing with technicalp matters and popular
educational science. ;

(2) That any such inventory be in English, with mention of the vernacular in
which each periodical is published, :
Resovvrion XIIL—Publication and distribution of a list of books and. periodicals

* published in India (discussed in Section F). e e ‘

That, as quarterly provincial lists of books and periodicals published in each
province tm.s‘imady made and distributed and asit js understoodpthat the Govern-
ment of India are considering .the publication of annual consolidated list for

the whole of India, no ific Boroposal is called fof‘nunder the thirl question put
forward by the Government of Bombay.

ResorurioN XIV.—T'raining of assistant librarians (discussed in Section C).

(1) That this Committee considersit desirable (a) that the assistants of such
libraries as desire it, should be given facilities for learning library work in the

Imperial Library, Calcutta, the Punjab University Library, and the Baroda Central -
Library ; (b) that these institutions should be invited to undertake the training C K
of small groups of such assistants or any persons desiring training as library e

sons applying for training.

(2) That the training mentioned in Resolution (I) should be for not less thaa
six months.at'a time, and include any or all of the following subjects :— 4

(v) Issuing and receiving books. - :
(#) Drawipg up orders for'books and checking new books when' received.
(#43) The work of a reference librarian.
(iv) Classification. :
(v) Method of cataloguing. :
~(v) Subject indexing, ' |
- (m’)General Library management and economy. | Ci
(viéi) Such general intellectual training as the Librarian considers possible
; and desirable. % e

-



3 (4) That library assistants after MM
, receive a further training in special libraries for s
; that technical and scienuﬂc.m should be , : referen
e facilities that could be granted. e it
% \"  (5) That with to the resolution that reference librarians M%ﬁ

.
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that some libraries have made a beginning in this direction, and it is hoped that
: | these and other libraries will extend or introduce this special department of library
N / work as far as their resources may permit. | ~ !

’ (6) That an Indian Library Association should be formed which might, unong-
other activities, consider the desirability of publishing a journal.

ResoLutian. XV.—Appointment of trained Librarians. L 4

That in the opinion of this Conference it is desirable that all large libraries in
India should employ trained librarians on adequate salaries with adequate clerical

staffs where necessary. »
ResorutioNn XVI.—Paper preservation (arising out of Mr. W. Rail’s paper).

(1) That the Conference considers it of the highest importance ixi reference to
the future history of libraries that scientific and historical investigations into the
deterioration of paper and binding of different kinds in different climates and
under different conditions should be prosecuted without delay.

(2) That the Conference desires to impress upon Government that there exists
an urgent and immediate necessity that a supply of paper capable of permanent
preservation in India should be obtained and xmuntain«fe in this country and that
paper of a suitable quality should be employed for all written records of permanent
\'a‘ne, all printed matter of the same nature and all plates reproduced by the
different processesin use. Further that this be brought to the notice of the {ndll
Office in order that suitable paper may be chosen for publications likely to be used
in India but printed in England. :

Paper read by Mr. W. Raitt, F.C.S., on Paper Preservation in India.

I do not intend to occup_“ your time very long this morning with the subject
of deterioration of paper in India for the very good and sufficient reason that as
yet very little is known of the subject. It is intended, I understand, to institute
a scientific enquiry into it and it has occurred to me that this is an excellent
opportunity to meet the chief sufferers and observers of the disease and obtain
from them, at first hand, their experience of its symptoms and to use the informa-
tion you are thus good enough to afford me as a beginning of the enquiry, hoping
to be able on a future occasion to address you again on its results.

The subject is not new either in England, America or Germany. In each of
these countries it has received more or less attention and been more or less success-
fully combated but the assistance we can get from any of these investigations is
small owing to the very patent fact that they all deal with deterioration in co

or temperate countries. With all perishable articles, and especially with all that ¢

are based oa Cellulose, there is no factor of deterioration so potent for mischief
as the alternately hot dry and hot damp of the average tropical atmosphere coupled
with the extraordinarily fertile conditions which such a climate provides for the
multiplication of fungoid and other destructive organisms ana insect We
have, therefore, causes to deal with with which the before-menti enquiries
had no concern.

I do not thiak I can be of any greater use to you on the present occasion than
to indicate bricfly the lines and directions in which deterioration in a climate like
this is possible end ask you to inform me whether the deterioration you have
observed conforms to such lines and in which direction it is serious and which
negligible. If I venture to malke suggestions as to treatment and cure, you will
unlerstand these are merely tentative and not as yet the result of experiment and
trial, and are intended solely to obtain an expression of your opinion as to whether
they sound possible and offer a line of experimentation wogth trying. ,,

e

:
-

| appointed in University and largo public librarie it s observed with satisfaction

starchy substance, is | . vegetable substance
- found to be a chemical entity of invariable ition to which the n |
~ |has been given. Thereare several types of cellulose each of them invariably true

to its own composition but each differing from the others and it is in this va.nety

of type and composition that we find the beginning of our troubles. We havi
ﬁlm most important, that which we know as normal cellulose with the formula

C. H,, O.—thatis, 6 molecules of carbon combined with 5 of water. Of this, cotton
Q ﬁbreisthegimlenm le but most of the bast fibres, that is the ring of fibre
,v underlying the cuticle over the wood as you find it in such plants as flax and
hemp, also belong to it. Consequently it follows that all papers made from rag
A are com of normal cellulose. Now nornfhl cellulose is well known to be one
4 of the most inert substances in existence under all ordinary conditions. Wit-
5 ness its universal use as filter ]iapet in chemical laboratories where it is daily i
brought into intimate contact with chemical solutions of all kinds yet without e
change. In'fact, exr«:rtcz such drastic measures as fire and strong mineral acids,

normal cellulose uced from linen and cotton rag is indestructible and un-

changeable, and or this you cannot have a more striking proof than the one I now

nt to you, viz., a scrap of paper dug up from a cemetery of a buried city of Cen-

tral Asia by Sir Aurel Stein which can be authoritatively ascribed to the 5th or

i 6th century A. D.—as fresh and crisp as if it had been made only yesterday. True,

‘B the conditions under which it has been preserved—dry desert sand—are ideal, but
1 . _ still think of fourteen hundred years without the slightest change either in chemi-

\
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cal composition or appearance. -

Therefore, I think, it is safe to assert that none of your complaints will have
reference to documents orbooks, dated previousto 1860. You may haveafew
between 1860 and 1870, still more from 1870 to 1880 and many more between 1880
and the present date, each of these dates roughly marking off an era distinguished
by the introduction of one or other of the rag substitutes which now compose about e
80 per cent. of the 9 or 10 million tons of paper angually produced. It is to these : &
that I think your complaints will chiefly refer. :

These materials were forced on the attention of the paper-maker by the rapidly :
growing demand which lﬁ&n in the sixties and which in England received an il
enormous stimulus by the Education Act of 1870. The old-fashioned supplies of raw
material became wholly inadequate and recourse was had in turn to straw, esparto
and woorl, and your troubles are due to the fact that these were used inciscriminate-
ly without any regard—and indeed for many years without any knowledge—of

eir real cheluici% composition. We know now that they are not true normal
cellulose, that while their basic formula is the same, C/H,0;, yet the molecule is
combined with varying and uncertain quantities of oxygen and 1s further capable of
absorbing, under suitable conditions, still more oxygen with disastrous results to its
- @ structure and durability. These tygcs we distinguish from normal cellulose by
the name oxy-celluloses—CH 0,40,
Lastly we have to note the introduction of mechanical woodpulp (as distin- (il
guished from chemical woodpulp) which is not a true cellulose at all but is merely the e
unaltered wooed fibre reduced by grinding. We speak of it as ligno-cellulose to dis- (s
tinguish it from true n'ood—celllstose from which the ligneous matter has been L
eliminated by chemical processes. This is the cheapest material of all and therefore
s ie0 3 forms a considerable proportion in all modernspapers in which cheapness is the most
A desirsble character. The average London newspzfer consists of 20 per cent
Lo chemical woodpulp and 80 per cent of this mechanical woodpulp.
- ~Tf three papers, one of a pure rag or normal cellulose writing, anotheran esparto
~ orchemical mulp printinl;, i.e., an oxycellulose, and a cheap newspaper, t.e., a
5 G T ,areheatedfor%hominanovenat a temperature of 108° to 105°
i et , the first will undergo little if any change, the second will be slightly

ured and reduced in fibrous s , while the third will be quite brown and

© extremely brittle and both (e latter will have increased consideratly in weight by
LR 0D ; ‘ e 4
k )
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records, but i ulose, ground wood, is wholly beyond contr
for oxygen and should never be used except for the most ephemeral pub
One other chemical change to which cellulose is liable is Hydrolys
boiled in weak solutions of mineral acids like uric or hydrochloric
verted intoa non-fibrous brittle substance having the ition (
+2H, O to which the term h ulose has been applied. again
change ocours, but much more slowly, when paper is to free acid at
temperatures. Here, also again, the conditions of the Indian climate predispose to
such change more rapidly than in teuperate latitudes. = Free acid may exist i
atmosphere especially in towns but is much more likely to be introduced into the
g:mduri;ﬁ mfanufactum l;);;mleuneum ﬁ quality of thodfl:nnndformg.
\! essential of any approved specification for paper required for any permanent
| purpose is therefore total absence of free acid. o ,

These changes, which occur in the chemical composition of paper, oxidation and
hydrolysis, slowly and insidiously on the book shelves will, I think, account for much
of the trouble. They both result eventually in a destruction of the fibrous character
of the substance of the paper until it will not bear handling without crumbling into

powder.

Still these oxy-celluloses, or some of them at least, are capable of being manu-
factured into papers of a fairly permanent character provided due care is exercised
in their manufacture or, to put it in another way, their destruction by slow oxidation
and hydrolysis may be very rapidly hastened by impurities i uced into their

compusit 1on.

»
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I have already alluded to free acid as one of these, another is an
excessive amount of China clay introduced as a cheap loading. The more clay
the less fibre and less resistance to deteriorating influences. Then there s the use of
starch introduced partly to assist the fibre to carry a large amount of clay and also
for the more legitimate purpose pf assisting the calendering or glazing of the surface.
I think it would be wise to exclude starch entirely from any specification of paper
intended for use in India. It acts as a strong attraction not only to destructive
insects but to those ferments and organisms with which the Indian atmosphere is
so highly charged, especially during the monsoon. Cellulose is not a tempting
form of provender to either of these forms of active life and neither the tunnels made
by boring insects nor the discoloured patches produced by colonies of organisms are
evidences of a partiality for it. The attraction in both cases has been the starch
Even the best quality of paper made from pure normal cellulose is not entirely free
in damp climates from this form of attack. In this case the attraction l{ the
gelatine which has been used in sizing and which may amount to as much as 5
cent of the whole. I should be glad to know whether you have observed eitﬁg
msect depredations or fungoid and bacterial attacks on old books and documents
or upon modern ones of the edition-de-luxe quality for which hand-made paper has
been used. If so, it is almost certain that the gelatine has been the attraction +
and fortunately this is a complaint for which there is a simple cure. One further
question I would like to put before leaving this phase of the subject. Has it been

observed that the paste used by the binder is an - 2
afterward attack the paper ? v : attraction to insects, who

Some of the eflects of the Indian climate have alread |

would like, for a few moments, to distuss them mo:: 5 y'ﬂ;b:m rore b' t{
all times full of living micrescopic organisms, some ial but most b
and no more favourable conditions can be offered for the rani pagation of the
latter than those of the monsoon with its combined heat and p. These find
ready made propegating mediums in the starch and gelatine which myfonp con-
stituents of the paper and in the paste used in binding. Now the most favour
condition for their propagation is a dead moticonless monsoon

not for the fact that the atmosphere is practically always in motion

-

| are comcerned. With a climate to contend with, which is infinitely more

’ 3 Discussion on Mr. Raitt’s paper.

‘ht!ln”‘l’?motiak“" c proolfem enclot
sufficiently pervious to the outer atmosphere to receive ¢
of and the moisture laden air in which they thrive, and
that perpetual motion of the atmosphere which is the ¢

, s ing them within bounds, then you are simply storitig your books ir
Jideal incubators for the propagation of their enemies. '&{thont mnimg ang:
¢ 1 suggest to that more efficient protection could possibly
obtained from cases and cuph built on the principle of allowing the fullest
possible freedom and movement of air within and them, while at the same
time excluding ‘gmdatory insects, and that such movement of air might be usefully
stimulated by eflicient ventilation of the rooms and buildings, such ventilation going
tothohngt{ofcrea violent artificial currents for short periods once or twice
icity is installed this would be a simple problem andit
of providing the building with filtered air which was
ctive organisms. ' I invite your criticism of this

|

It is certainly that the subject should be investigated. From what
¢ I know, as a paper-maker, of the rag substitutes which have been introduced during
the last fifty years and of the impurities which their use has fostered I think I am
safe in predicting that fifty years hence most of the books published during the last
fifty as well as most of Government’s written and printed records, will be
- unreadable while those of an earlier era will still be quite sound. You must not
blame the paper-maker.. On the one hand his old well tried reliable material, rag
- cellulose, proved totally inadequate in amount for modern requirements, and on
- the other he has had to meet the modern craze for cheapness at all or any or no
- cost.  The chief delinquent is the Government of India with its: meticulous regard
for effecting an unagmn? economy of the final fraction of the last pie of the price
of their purchases. At least this is true so far as their own documents and records

- destructive than that of temperate lands, they are yet the last to give the subject

. any consideration. Fortunately it is not too late to find a remedy. I think it will

| be quite possible to establish specification of papers suitable for the uses to which
. they are put and the length of time they are required to last and to institute im-
| proved systems of storing and preserving both documents and books, and that
. without calling upon Government to undertake any additional large expenditure.

In conclusion I beg to ask for your assistance and experience in reference to the
following questions :—
1. Have you found any deterioration of paper produced prior to 1860 or in
hand-made (or machine-made) rag papers manufactured since ? If
8o, of what nature ? . ‘

2. In modern papers what is the nature of the deterioration—discoloured
blotches or crumbling to powder when handled ? '

3. Bookbinder’s paste—does it act as anattraction toinsects which after-
wards attack the paper? E

4. Ventilated book cases.
5. Will ubli:hem print your copies on a spevial paper if it is provided for

%

-

,‘ llrm Hunter said that he had occasion to consult the Madras official reeords
~ belonging to the middle of the 18th century. He found some of them in a very

Mﬁm md unsafe to handle under a fan. In the India Office the records of the

e

period, e.g., despatches and letters written in India, and apparently,

v
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on papers of the same quality as the Madras Records were ir
tion. It would seem glm&a that papers that would last ind
would deteriorate in India very soon. - 380 T AR
Mr. Chapman said that he had a list of books in the Imperial
between abogt 1790 and 1870 at different places, drawn up, the
perished  badly, He had sent the list to the British Museum
which reported that in every case their copies
and that thmwasnosignofdetenonuon:{gpen pt an ¢
He had suggested to the Government of I that an enq ‘ .o
the perishing of paper should be undertaken and he was s ugumtﬂnt:‘- e
ponementugf any such enquiry till after the war, as the investigation might a
long time and on its results would depend in what way library buildings in India
should be designed. There were two or three library b about to be @ \
|| constructed. One was the Madras University buildings ; aad there was the question =Th
ﬂ of a new building for the Imperial Library or an adaptation of an existing building ;
| for it. ; ’ ,

Dr. Annandale thought that any such iry should take into account the
differences in the climates in different parts m He was of opinion that the
climate of Calcutta was in many respects superior to that of the Punjab in respect -
of paper preservation because the former place was less susceptible to extreme
changes in climate. He would deprecate any idea of confining such an enquiry
to Delhi or Simla and he hoped tLat the matter would be borne in mind when

an enquiry was instituted.

Mr. Howard said that he had in his possession a book dealing with library
construction in America. That book laid great stress on ventilation of book-cases
and he thought that the ventilation of libraries was a most implg;taut.questionto be
considered n this connection. Messrs. Chapman and itt agreed with
Mr. Howard and the former said that he had slrifijng proof of what was happening

in a library the air of which never moved.

~ Mr. Samms-Hudson said *that the photo-mechanical process block
one illustrations, now used were re?on'sible for the use of paper which qui
eriorated as it-was loaded to a great degree with China cla and starch which,
“ Mr. Raitt had already pointed out, attracted the pests whicz destroyed paper.
In answer to a question as to why it was often found in old books that the ink of
illustrations came off on the opposite page, he pointed out that it mostly occurred
where thebookwasillustratecfwith steel engraving as the ink lay in bulk on the
< papers and not impressed into the paper as wit?l?tie type and woodcuts. Steel
engravings did not lend themselves to such rapid deterioration. '

§« ©  Dr. Annandale was of opinion that certain scienfific bboks printed in England
: «  were specially unsuitable for the Indian climate, the papers cracked and became 5
w and lggtot He was of opinion that this should be brought to the noticeof

£

Mr. Van Manen said that as a side issue he would like to point out that all the
copies of valuable books meant for India should not be sent out at the same time :
that some should be retained and sent out to replace those which perished.

Mr. Raitt drew the attention of the  Conference to the remark made by
Mr: Charlier in paragraph 9 of his note in which he had suggested that the ‘experts
in agricultare should be asked to advise whether it would be possible to grow in
India esparto grass, aleohol and papirus reed which he thought would, along with
linen rags, make the most durable paper.

Dr. Annandale was of opinion that book binders were to a certain extent
responsible for the deterioration of paper in this country. The green and blue dyes
used by them specially attracted certain insects which perhaps excluded others -
from entering the books.

Mr. Raitt thought that this suggestion was :Friculturally impossible and pro-
bably commercially unsound. The paper manufacturer lived on nature’s waste
-and on whatever other people mjww£

Mr. Raitt suggested that publishers in- England mi%ht be induced to print
copies of publications specially meant to be sent out to India on special papers.

Mr. Samms-Hudson thought that the suggestion was impracticable.

Dr. Walker was of opinion that the Commerce and Industry Department should
be asked if something could not be done to give effect to Mr. Raitt's i
It was possible to approach it from a business point of view because it meant busi-
ness to us and business to publishers. Mr. Samms-Hudson said that publishers in

e Mr. Van Manen enquired whether it was possible to introduce paper such as
was used by the old Rajputana manuscript writers.

. Dr. Annandale suggested that it was extremely desirable that the value of
in:?snous paper should be investigated. There was a tendency to ignore indigenous
ucts and methods which he greatly deprecated. He also referred to the
Sm'gu of getting experts out to recqumend entirely new articles without taking
into account indigenous products.

England must take into account the public demand for publications at low prices A ” Afr. Raitt said that recently he was making enquiries in Kashmir on Popor
as the bulk of each publication would be sold in England and they must therefore : making. In " pms in hﬂl’m{ edh§ found that pepet manpfalc)turgrs used
take Into consideration the type which would be most readily demanded by the - identical me wiich ‘were Iollow y Pagr anuiacturers m Persia about
public in England. g  Yed, # \‘ﬁva hundred years ago and in China about two thousand years ago.

’ L]

: Mr. Dutt asked Mr. Raitt whether he was correct in assuming that he advocat-
ed open shelves as against closed almirahs. He remarked he had seen a book-
case made by a friend of his which was covered b{ zine which kept out insects

~ and provided a current of air by means of very small holes.

- Mr. Raitt said that he certainly advocated open book-shelves provided that the
~ ventilation of the room was good. ; .

~ Dr. Annandale pointed out‘tha.tinTravanoore they used glass cases with holes
~ for inserting boric acid cotton. He thought that if books were aired and dusted;
Etlmrhfe would certainly be prolonged. ‘ ; g

. ‘ Dr. Anmndﬂnu%asted ditgsingin kerosin§ oil as another method to._jkeep
- away insects and Mr. Raitt pointed out that he could not advocate this asit would -
.hoanﬁhnhxtmofthopdpemandsofon‘xﬂuhngphqeaforpeaﬁ. . ;

Mr. Kemp thought that scientific papers in India might be printed on s
of the special kind described by Mr. Raitt. v a el

Dr. Annandale referred to the practice of the British Museum of printing 24 .
copies of all their publications on special high grade paper, but this paper he was '
inclined to think was unsuitable in the tropics. ~He also referred to the special diffi-
culty of getting imperishable paper for illustrations. He thought that the publish-
ers of scientific papers were not doing the right thing in publishing the illustrations

on perishable papers.

Mr. Raitt thought it was rather difficult to get rs for printing illustrations
that would last a long time, but said that it wasgapoxi%‘l:. dide
.

Mr. Chepman said that in most cases in which the paper of old books had %
deteriorated. che plates were as good as new. He knew of only one casein which =~
’ o

%




| would investigate the causes and suggest 3 :&?&“ﬁﬁum
librarians might enter into corres ut the standard index is not used it should be possible, either through the
- hst. : 3 . _ 0 . : " a special stafl, to arrange for the uniform indexing of new - accessions. i
M. Ch&pmmmdth&bhahldlbﬁy.ﬁltdm _ 4 fere Wm%fm@hp\ny@o,thaworkofunifotminden'ngwouldbegmaﬂy'
libraries inl?mt;“'?ntpmofolfdi‘mm which ha : ' ‘ . ,Ommﬁdo(duhngmthoxisﬁngeolbctionswonldbo:— s
*  had also collected specimens from such books. © 1. that s small number of copies of ilati Library subj
y - e . pies such a compilation as the London Library
‘h_‘“d)' in a position to 8“PP‘Y &P:m, M : ' index or a bibliography should be sent out by, say, the Imperial Library to.
might be appointed to investigate the matter. e v number of chosen libraries; : , e
Thus closed the discussion on Mr. Raitt’s paper. e R 5. that the stafls of these libraries should placo & mark against each of the books
A : s B e » entered in the compilation that is in those libraries ; ; " o
. : &ﬁlﬁtboythenphmnmrkagainstmhentryinthair oimcata.loguesthatisfo:'
a book nowentered in the compilation received from the Imperial Library; -
4. that they then return the marked compilation to the Imperial Library, sending with
’ it the marked copies of their own catalogues ; and : .
5. that a general library which wants a copy should assist in completing the marks in o
the copy which it will keep. - o

i
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RESOLUTION.

(@) Thatitisdesirablo that other libraries co-operate in tha compilatiop by the Imperial

Libeary of a subject iridex of non-scientific periodicals containing articles of interest to Indianists.
(5) That a committee bo formed to consider the non-scientific periodicals of interest fo :

Indianists to be dealt with and the mothod and scope of subject-indexing, consisting of

; Mr. Chapman, Mr. Scholfield, Mr. Surendra Nath Kumar, Mr. Brajendrs Nath Seal,
,, Mr. Dodwell, Mr. 8. Krishnaswami Ayyangar, Mr. Rushbrook-Williams, Mr. Woolner,
nd Mr. Van Manen, with power to add to their number from Bombay and

. Lala Labhu Ram a
other centres. b

(¢) That the work would have to be done in India ; but, if the sub-committee appointed :
be at liberty to approach the publishers of the Athesmum.” "

. 0 decide they should
I1—Report of Section B (Compilation of catalogues of periodicals of scientific value).

; Part A—Catdlogues in preparation. _
; Wun 1.—That it be a recommendation to the Government of India that they cata- =
Q . the period jcals available in various institutions in India in accordance with the scheme
' odinted by the Asiatic Society of Bengal in thair Caloutta catalogue. R
0 : ' (This motion was carried by a large majority.)
Mr. Howard that it would be more convenient to those b,

; wished to refer to this catalgogue if the periodicals were arranged under the headings of
who : difcult, if not impossible, to carry out

* Resolution :on 2.—That the Government of India boxoq.nhstodhopublishat l;heearliét poeﬁble |

date all information available concerning scientific periodicals in libraries outside Calcutta
the form of a volume or volumes ~insuoeessi<;n to the catalogue of periodicals in Calcutta
ity of Bangal. ‘ Rt

i ‘now being published by the Asiatic Soci SRR e

i e . .‘f. 2 o ; ! 3 ~(a .Vl .’_: .
Ad ,&.r.w in view of the urgent need for information about tkos;nentﬁc er!

b Ehroughout Indis, Section B suggests that & request should be submitted

.
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lication of, the successive volume orvolnnu.
Resolution 4.—That the Section is further of the opinion th
and renderdd more reliable and that the cost would e considerably

raries. The Section also considers it essential that the officer :
rate the more important libraries in the differont centres in order
supplied. :

Resolution 5.—That on completion of publication of all the volumes
. complete subject index to it should be propared and published as soon as possible. The Section

however does not consider it desirable that the publication of the catalogue should be
5 delayed for this purpose:

: (Carried unawimously.)
Resolution 6.—That it be a recommendation to the Government of India that all libraries
the periodicals in which have been catalogued should be instructed to inform the Education
Bureau whenever (a) they obtain periodicals not hitherto ropresented in their catalogue, (b)
they fill in blanks in the file of periodicals, and (¢) they cease to obtain periodicals entered
in their catalogue. That the Education Bureau should circulate this information to all libra-
ries in a convenient form annually. = That as soon as it seems desirable on the basis of this
information either an Appendix to or a new edition of the whole catalogue should be published,

(Carried unanimously.)
Part B.—Whether a Committes should be appointed to consider what further action should
be taken,
Resolution 7.—The Section considers it desirable that a Sunding Committee should be
appointed in connection with the question of ca ing scientific periodicals and that this
Committee should meet at each meeting of the Indian Science Congress to discuss

brought before it by the Government of India or to suggest to the Government of m
further proposals.® That this Standing Committee should consist of four members one of whom
should be one of the General Secretaries of the Indian Science Congress.

That the other members of the Standing Committee should be Dr. Gilbert Walker, Mr.8. W.
Ken‘.p. and Dr. W. N. F. Woodland and that the Committee be unpowend to fill in vacancies
in its body subject to the approval of the Government of India.

(Carried unanimously.)
Report of Section C (Training of library assistants),

Rcmnh'ml.

I. That this Committee consider it desirable (a) that the assistants of such libraries as
desire it should be given facilities for learning library work in the Imperial Library, Caleutta,
the Punjab University Library, and the Baroda Centzal Library ; (b) and that lh:?:;nmm
should be invited to undertake the training of small groups of such assi

desiring training as Library Assistants, the Librari

IL It is recommended that the training mentioned in Resolution I should be for not less
than six months at a time, and include any or all of the following subjects :— ‘

(i.) Issuing and receiving books ; »
: (#.) Drawing up orders for bboks and checking new booh when received ;
(1) The work of a reference librarian -
(#v.) Classification ;

(v.) Methods of cataloguing ;

(vi.) Subject indexing ; i B

(vit.) General Library management and Eeonomy;
(viis.) Such general intellectual training as the Librarian considers

IIL. The ipstitution of an itinerary school was considered T

of the catalogue &
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mmittee considers that some Association of librarians and library - sssistants
", Beport of Section D (Bachange of books, chiefly duplicas copies). ¥
- 1. That in the opinion of this section it is desirable that an exchange of duplicate books
ot picbitpals skl Yo'y

ied out wherever possible, that there be a burean ofA exchange, 1

", conducted by the central o‘;mhoiroloto facilitate the transfer and exchange of books o

-0 and periodicals between libraries within that circle. - | "

" IL That thero be also s central buresu of information for all Indlis, prefersbly the .
Department of Education, to facjlitate communication between the local bureaus.

= chatdSédionB.(GmptMiantfeatabyuaquwipu).- s

That this Committee mmends that the proposed census gfIndianhbmnesso v

tli;n the ?um of eve:;cgollection of manuscripts in India in whatsoever language i

(?:hding plates and drawings) with the briefest possible indication of their nature. 3

i ion imi lating to ae
That this Commi mmends that any information of a similar nature rel t
eolle:.tiom oft::nmmpm !;cﬁovnte ownership should be incorporated wherever possible. “ f i |
ia should take steps at e
That this Committee mmends that the Government of India sho ke st : 4

an :dy datout?com;iila and ;::liuh brief lists of all manuscripts of value in India hitherto sl

secure ication of such catalogues of manuscripts as are still
m:m;.d ."l‘"il::;a‘l:gu mmthsumi;ztosem as a model for such lists of manuscripts
unpu

as this Committee recommends. : .
That f Oriental
in vi that there are very large and valuable collections o
m“ ipta In tm::wt:‘ 8:‘(::0 which have not been catalogued or even properly bahr:la;r;;g:g
dri? (;:mmlttu is of opinion that it is specially important to compile and pu
:i. t’:: manuscripts in the Native States as quickly as possible. .
5. That this Committee recommends that a specially qualified officer or officers should be
mhm rhoshiny? ‘ . t histori lmcordsil‘l
at this Commi that press lists of the important historical re
the (?'ovemm::?mhlmu?boﬁ?p:::l and l;’rﬂn:nrincial) up to 1817 be published with short
descriptive notes. S : :
is Committee recommends to the particular attention of Government the neces-
1 o u::odnml co“ll::tion of all the extent manuscripts written in languages which are in
pix t|"extuwtmnm? ion (in the Lepcha language for instance only 3 manuscripts were'kno‘:vn upto
year ::o but a private collector has succeeded in collecting 75 manuscripts covering 20 titles).
a8 y

]

Report of Section s catalogues of Indian ternacular periodicals, and distribution
vy e (q?a;’:ap‘l:::lzs of books p{bl&lwd n each province.)

L5 JRESOLUTION.

3 3 : ‘ - ; i - -ﬁc
1) That vernment of India be asked to make an inventory of the vernacular scienti
period (‘jmls) vhwhm . easil l::‘done from the quarterly returns of published books) and to zsen.dl
is li mgother( ;I“t: me:y specimens of the periodicals to the Standing Committee which wil
oo Y of such periodicals in other languages gnd that the Standing Committee
:dm?udm whether a catalogue of vernacular scientific periodtieclals be published as an
periodi dix or separately. :
“ % of that ca of cals, as an appen
‘mhpl part talogue

‘That any such inventory and the subsequent catalogue be in English, with mention
‘dﬁ(.b)vmhrhwhichunhpeﬁodicdispubhshed. ; ' .
(o) That, as quarterly provincial lists of books and periodicals published in each province

3 already made and distri it i tood that the Government of India are
are 3 ind th &mb&%‘&fuﬁtmﬁw list for the whole of Iﬁc?aﬁox:: b?wﬁc o
ndfumduthetbkdquuﬁmputforvzudbythemwmmgnto y.
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t.ht mammau
mhhmv scliool under a W

York State library school, in
India ;
or

that the Conference moommdatbum
important aspects be added to the curricula

Vocational and Technical Schools and of the

leaving Certificates as an optional subject;

that it is very desirable and advan
short course in. library me

+ Library Science including bibliographies
literature be added to lhe curricula of Teachor's Training Courses and
Normal Courses in India,

As a supplement to the above resolutions e suggested
tion. It was decided that these proposals should be ncol'bd

“ In this connection and as a substantial preliminary to the obon resolutions 1
move as follows :—that this Conference considers it very desirable that every hlp
in India should provide itself with a trained librarian,”

‘ IL

It was also decided to record the following resolution nond by Mr, Van Inm

It is the opinion of this Conference that the Government of lndulhonldbnmudd
to consider the policy of putting its departmental and other kibraries of sufficient
value and extent under the charge of pmlm librarians assisted by w

stafis where required :

(a) In order to relieve professional Scientigts and Departimental officers now ehv‘ul
with library duh- % in addition to their own pamrv duhuﬁm the burden of

a work by nature foreign to their pmlmom, and one that makes considerablo
demands o their labour and time.

(b) In order to arrive at the best possible internal management of such libmries in
the matter of cataloguing, indexing, shelving and general administration.

(¢) In order to promote a general policy of enbancing the value and utility of existing
collections of literary resources ungder Government eoulnl, by l&ﬂdﬂ. them
as casily and freely available to the general public, and especially the serious
student, all over India, by lending and otherwise, in so far as compatible with,

and with complete safeguanding of, the special departmental or other needs
and requirements which such collections are pimanly meant to serve.

y ‘




ai(c.No 1094 B), Fron the Govt. of Indla, |
quoa.tion, No.270, dated the 1st May

Subject .- Forwarding for information ec
K | proceodingﬂof the All India Conference of Lit
held at Lahore in January 1918.

L EE B

For the Registrar.

In their letter No.381, dated the
,".rf’ ol e Nelie=i4 MNay 1917, the Govt. of India proposed to hold a co
. ¢ ) ’W rence of librarians in India at Lahore in Ja.nuary
‘ with the objecet of bringing library workers in th
| country into touch with one another, facilitating tk

interchange of ideas among themselves and discussing
certain matters connected with the sub,joct/ and they
bl desired this Govt. and the University of Madras to

~

nate representatives to attend the conference. Nr.

Henderson, the Principal Librarian, Comemara Lib

was accordingly nominated by this Govermment and the
University nominated Mr. Mark Hunter to represent it

the conference.

2. In forwarding a copy of the proceedings of
At the conference,the Govt. of India offer certain re
on some of the resolutions of the conference. The
remarks of the Govt. of India are dealt with below:

3. Resolution No. III. Assistance to studen
I gy ¢ , ~ and solated research-workers. . :
‘ The needs and requirements of the indiv

; | bona fide student or research-worker isolated
iout-posts or remote spots of Indian territe
Nat:lve States) should be met with all faeil

far as is compatible with the interests



[ H]

m works on any particular subject.

of their duties to recommend works to a.ny

Resolution No.V.  Supply of infor

Libraries should regard it as an

ing information on the subject with which they

cially concerned.

Resolution XV. Appointments of trained Lib:

All large libraries in India should empl oy

trained librarians on adequate salaries with adequa

clerical staffs, where necessary.

The Govt. of india commend the above thréqf
resolutions to local Govts. for observance as far
possible, in connection with @ libraries.

The Govt. lihraries in this Presidency are

(1) The Connemara Public Library. :

(2) The Govt. Oriental Manuseripts Library

(3) The Library of the Registrar of Books,

(4) The Libraries in the Govt. Colleges. ,
There seems to be no objection to the adfption of
Resolutions Nos. III and V above as far as possibl
As regards Resolution Nox' it may be noted that |
Connemara Publie Library is now in charge of ﬁt
Principal Librarian who is also the Superintenden!
government Museum. The circumstances under uhieh
two posts were combined into one are set out in
No.255, Fdel., dated 12th May 1910. The present
incumlmnt of the post Mr. J. R. Hendersdn is
extension of service and the question of a :
will have to be considered in July next when
usua.l statement is receiwed from the Acco
Bubmitted that the question of a.ppointing

l:lbra.ria.n for the Connemara Publie Lib
bo taken up. The Oriental I&macripts
oha.rge of the Curator, who is also the
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'~ consider the question and propose to include,

L

NOTES.ﬁ_h/

et %

canskrit in the Presidency College. It has bee

decided to t;ansfer this library to the Madras 1
sity when the University is actually in a positi
assume charge of it, and the question is pending

construction of the University Library buildings,'
Therd is no separate whole-time Librarian for the
of the Registrar of Books/ but an allowance &=

is paid to a part-time servant who is generally a pe
sioner for discharging the duties of the office. The
Question of constituting the library of the Registrar
of Books into a publie library is separately under i;
$® consideration and the Govt. of India have asked f{i
the views of this Govt. on the subject: The questioniéi
of the appointment of a separate librarian may be ;
considered when the librnry?irunsformpd into a publie}
library like the Imperial library.No action is requ?rf 5
at present. The libraries in the Govt. Colleges dd}? )
require any special consideration as they are ;mall‘% ;
libraries generally in the charge of separate libraéf

though they are not specially trained for the work.

4. Resolution No. IV. Facilities for solhiersj%‘
Provision of facilities for reading and study ?;}

£
British soldiers in India should be taken into consis

deration in consultation,through local Govts.,with
publie librarians of various @ircles.The Govt. of
suggest that local Govts.should d%azggt EEey c
arrange for such faéff%ff?E} Submitted that before
sulting the Military authoritiesu:m. and
Principal Librarian, Comnemara Publie Library,may

requested to offer their remarks on the subject.

5. Resolution No. IX (b). Preparation of a iwk
imdex of articles of interest to Indians in Nom,
sohentific periodicals. A

The Govt. of India propose to form a com

¢
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D@ll and ©. Krishmswgnﬁwamar in the Commit

The Librarian, Imperial Library, Calcutta, is to be
authorized to address the local Govts. with

: the committee., Submitted that the question may be con-
\‘ sidered when further communication is received from th“l
Librarian of the Imperial Library.

6. Resolution No. XIV. Training of Assistant
J' Librarians.

' With reference to this question also, the
g

Librarian, Imperial Library, will be addressing the

’ local Govt. separately. This may be awaited.

7. Resolution No. XIV, Sub elause (5).

The Govt. of India commend to the attention of

all local Govts. the question of the institution of

reference libraries and the appointment of reference

librarians in respect of the libraries under their

charges. The D.P.I. and the P rinecipal Librarian,

Connemara Public Library, may be requested to report

1 upon the feasibility of adopting this suggestion.
|
]

, } 8. Resolution No. XIV sub clause (6,
y .

‘ The suggestion that an Indian Library Associatio
- 1 should be formed is,in the opinion of the Govt. of
India,one for private initiative. No action is there-
é ’ ' fore necessary on this suggestion.
' With reference to other various rec(méendations
made by the conference the Govt. of India will be
addressing local Govts. later on.

¥ ﬁ“y

9. A draft order is submitted for approval.
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erence of Librarians.

1 Comunloating
forwardi

es 0 the Prooeedings of the All India.“%
:of Libra.

eld at Lahore in Janua

ORDER.

) the D.P.I.(wi
3 & rogort

¢/

dicate of the Madras University.

P.I. letter from the

'18,and requed',
suggestions contai thqgein.

..............................................................

...................................................... 19 0
Govt. of India. ,No. 270, ,dated  lgt. Mayf\ﬂls
Fdueation Dept.
) 19 i“’
) ” 7' ”» 19
L
No. ', dated : s WO

The letter from the Govt. of India

read above with its enclosure is.commvpi-

rian, Connemara Publie Library, and the
y Syndicate of the Madras U iversity,
/2 Joe OP0 awd U ¢ ) Katrronias
. “ will be requested to observe as far as
: possible, the recommendations made by the
Conference in Resolutions Nos. IIT & V

referred to in para 2 of India's letter.

2. The D.P.I. is requested to offer

his remarks on the suggestions contained ﬁ;;5

Resolution No.IV& sub clause (5) 6F Reso-
lution No. XIV in consultation with the
Principal Librarian, Connemara Pubg;g

Lib .
‘m;\ %‘w

oopies of letter SRR - :
P ot et 6N
an, Connomara Publie AQjékﬁy A l/

cated to the D.P.I., the Principal Libraw

b
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