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4 : REXEO0OLUVTIONS,

This Conference begs to convey to His Imperial Eajcﬁ;y

B Iung George V. through His Excellency the Governor of Iadru

tﬁ devotion to the Throne and tho"fr' unflinching loyalty
to the British connection and prays for early victory to ths

allies in the present Var.

This Conference earnestly desires all the Members of the

2N . .

. *
» teaching profession to co-operate with the Govermment and do
’_ @ their utmost in théir endeavours to secure manepower and == A
finance in connection with tre present War.
L
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1 ¢ S This Conferencegwhile reaffirming the resolution of

former Conferencafjgpraying the
their promised scheme of Providcnt Fund’

Government to give ‘offcct_, to
desires tie Gon P

to make the institution of such a fund one
: 91‘" i-ocognition. :

c"eemmcc urges upon the Governmnt that
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essential that the majority of the members of the S.S.L.C.

i

Board shall be members of the teaching staff of High Schools.

This Conference is of opinion that any changes contem=

-
S

! plated in the S.S.L.C. Scheme or in the syllabus be published

(o in the GCazette and opinions invited thereon from the teachers

P TR
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and teachers' associations before such modifications are sub=

mitted to the Government for approval.

(12) This Conference is of opinion that as a first step (a) the
médium of instruction in non-language subjects shall be the
g vernacular of the pupil in 1V Form also (b) the group B sube

jects shall be taught in the V Form in the Vernacular.

R

(13) This Canference is of opinion that with a view to give

T —— —— s

freedom to parents to withdraw their children from religious

-
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instruction to which they have conscientious scruples, a i

conscience clause be inserted in the Grant-in-aid Code for

Indian Schools.

i - o o SR B

(14) This Conference requests the Government to nominate at
° % least 5 members of the teaching staff of High Schools as
Ordinary Fellows of the Wadras University so that the interests
of Secondary Education might be properly represented on the
Senate. \
(15) x x x x x x
-
™ (16) x x x x x x ;
(17) $his ConfeRence is of opinion(s) that boma fide teachers

be exempted from the production of tre necessary at tendance

certificates to appear for all the University Examinations,

(b) that teachers who are holders of S.S.L.C., but who have

to improve their certificates may be allowed to do so without
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(20) x x x x x

(21) This Conference resolves that a committee consisting of

15 members whose names are given below, be formed to discuss

and frame syllabuses in History, Geography, Science, Verna-

anguages and subnit a report to the
The members of the committee

culars and Classical 1
Union by the end of October 1918.

are Messrs. S.%. Yagnanarayana Ayyar, G. Srinivasan, P.G. RaghAP

w vachariar, X.S. Smnbamuti,
Ayyangar, L. Viswanathan, T.S5.

¥.Narasimhachari, M.A.J. Tirumalai

Abraham, H. Narasinga Rao,

“

hariar, v.Guruswani Sastri, C.S. Dikshitulu

<
T.R. XKrishnamac!
and 1.S. Krishna Rao (conven‘r), R.Srﬁnivasaghariya and C.S.

¥Xo thandarama Sastri.

(22) This Conference is of opinion that the Indian University

4 so as to increase the electiwe

Act, 1904, should be amende
and that the South India Teachers'

element in the Senate,

14 be constituted i and authorised

nto an electorate

e

Union shou

to elect five Ordinary Fellows to the Senate.

R
, (23) This Conference is of opinion:==
g (a) that the portion fixed for the non-detailed
study in Emglish for the S.S.L.C. Public Examination Shou}d
f' 5 < not exceed 250 pages. :
v : (v) That Shorthand and Typewriting be treated as
Lt 'tio‘acparate subjects under Group C. - ”
g R o
(24) : 'This COnference resolves that a committee congistingiq

Messrs. V.Shama Rao, c.S.Ramaswami Ayyar, V.Suhbayyg,



onq_uiry o‘oﬂdu’ctod by the Union and submit the same
Union by the end of October 1918. | 7

This Conference is of opinion that teachers be nomina

more largely as members of Municipal Councils, Taluk Boa:
District Boards, Legislative Councils and other public bodie

x

x

This Conference recommends to the Department and to the -
managers that teachers of 10 years' service and more be trea.ted‘-
for purposes of pay and status on a footing of equality with‘

the trained ‘tea.choro of the same general educational qualifi-

cations.

")th~
w3

(29) x x x x

This Conference recormends that Educational Service in
all institutions under the management of Public bodies be
?’ provincialised and a uniform scale of salaries be adopted

therein, for securing continuity of service.

(31) That this Conference is strongly of opinion that the
needless distinction between Llementary and Secondary Schools

be abolished in the immediate future.

This Conference is of Opinion that in the interests of

the general pmgress of the country the time has come fer

tﬂ_llemntary Education being made free and compulsory and p

‘Govermment to formulate and sanction a scheme as e\a.rl_y, as

: ‘puaiue tor carrying out this object.




April.

This Confergnce recommends that the University 11bramy_f
be thrown open for the use of the Members of the staff of

all affiliated colleges in the Presidency and of, all regis-

tered graduates.

This Conference requests that the Government be pleased

to exempt trained graduates from undergoing a further course

of training to qualify themselves for the L.T., Degree.

> (38) This Conference recommends to the University that the

made &n optional subject for the Inter=

ot History of Indis be

mediate course.

ersity that, ‘instead

L (s This Conference urges upon the Univ

o of the present rulefd for deciding the eligibility of candi= g

{3 dates to enter the Univereity course it is desiralle that

iple if they secure & ===

48 8§ candidates should te declared elig

S . certsin fixed percentage in the several subjects or the Pre-#

‘h}? sidency Average in them, whichever may be less.

»
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[ the world has been dragged into it, ‘and almost. all the leadmg
on one sido or the other. Countless troops are carrying on
: 4 Ty A he 1 nl,aboveground below ground, above the sea and under the _
. . - oo sk W * : ll'.' tbﬂ llllp ‘of the latest developments rendered possible by science. More 2
% Y R TR F wid vorphans have been created in this single war than in all the wars of
Figs 4 the u&twypﬂ together. The loss of property and destruction of buildings
: | sacred and secular have simply staggered humanity. The daily expenditureon the
4 mmd navies of the belligerents strikes one with despair. Crowns held to be
’ ”m have tumbled down and many landmarks of history have been com-
% pletely daeed. Into this war, so wide in its extent and so far-reaching in its de-
vastating chlrlccer, England bas been reluctantly forced to enter, not from motives
of selfish aggrandisement-or territorial lust, but from the righteous desire to main.
2 tain the independence of small nations, and to uphold the integrity and sacred
character of the obligations imposed by treaties solemnly concluded by civilised
: nations. India has been lod by her intense loyalty to send heg bravest sons to :
R ¢ 1 the fields of battle and to pour her treasures into the Brmsh hequer to bring , :
e tho war to a successful issue.

#

: o  This war, therefore, while furnishing us the best’opportunity for displaying
‘ our devotion to the Throne and our loyalty to the British connection, h# stirred up
v i 5 men, both in England snd in India, to furious thinking over their present conditicps,
and created a wholesome feeling of discontent with the existing order of things. In
has lo'f to great and far-reaching political changes in England, and given rise to
k™ I B . various hopel and aspirations in Indian minds. It has caused England to shed of

44 - T s _ her economic heresies and attempt a new Economic reconstruction. The Eoglish .
3 Rduoauonal System has been subjected to a minute scrutmy and has been found :
; | wanhng. Lord Haldane led the movement and Dr. Fisher, the Minister of Educa—
TR tion has most powerfully appealed to people of all classes and is effecting radical
: changes in the Educational ideals and machinery. His Education Act, now very

4+ oarefully piloted in the Parliament, will, if passed, createa revolution as important :
: in the Educatfonal world ns’t.he English Bevolnuon did in the polmcal ;

SRR Wlnlo such transformations are going on in the rest of the world it is little
B ~ wonder that India also should begin to exhibit a feeling of unrest and discontent
with the existing system. I shall, therefore, with your permission, proceed to make
& a few oburntmm on points whxch, in my humble opinion, are worthy. of consi-
- im i
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a large body of educated men tb&

raled. It has broqghtnewxdnll,ot'ﬁhf "

_removing narrowness of vision and mpl anting fresh
duced splendid administrators like Raja Sir T, Madba
Ayvar, Dewans Rangacharlu and Ramiengar; lovgl, }n
like Sir P. 8. Sivaswami Ayyar, Sir Sankaran Nair, V. |
P. Rajagoplachariar ; eminent jurists and )ua‘gu
Sir V. Bhashyam Ayyangar, Dr. Sir Sub
K. Srinivasa Ayyangar and S. Srinivasa Ayyan, noww’ )

G. Subrahmaniya Ayyar, 8. Kasturiranga Ayvlngtr,G A. Natesan and A Rl.'l- ;
swami Ayyangar; remarkable mathematicians like R. Ramachandra Rao and
V. Ramesam, B Hanumanta Rao and V. Ramaswami Ayyar, P. Bngmudthddhr
and R. Swaminatha Ayyar; great educationists like Rao Babadur T. G%
Sadhu Seshayya, K. B. Ramanada Ayyar and K. V. Rangaswami

orators like Dewan Bahadur A. Govinda lhg‘hlvt Ayyar, C. P. Ramaswami Ayyar
and the Hon. Mr. B. N, Sarma ; clear~headed constitutional writers like Mocherla
Ramachandra Rso and A. Rangaswami Ayyangar; and political Sanyasins like
Rao Bahadur V. K. Ramanujachariar and V. S, Srinivasa Sastriar. These are only
eamﬁles a few chosen at random from a large constellation of notable personages.
No one can say that a Univeraty system of Education which has produced such a
galaxy of worthies is a failure. While admitting, therefore, the merits of the
present system and the brilliant success whicl it has achieved, 1 feel it my duty
as the occupant of this chair, to invite your attention to certain features, which are
bound to #xist even in much more perfect systems than the University of Madras
"and its associated dgencies,

Our University established in 1857 inaagurated for the time a new era of
progress. Its senate under the old system was an unwieldy body of more thgn
Two Hundred geotlemen, a few only of whom had any concern with educatiom,
drect or indirect, and the rest found » place for purely other than educational
reasous into which w2 need not enter, lis jurisdiction was enormous and its
direct control over Colleges and Schools scattered over this vast area was all but

slender, Things went on in a humdrum, happy-go-lucky fashion, and did not attract §. -

the serious attention ef the publio for a condsiderable time. Then came the new
University Act introduced with a flourish of trumpets under Lord Curzon's regime
jotended to inavgurate a period of vigarous reforms in the Educational World. Ig
has completely officialised the University. It has been aiming at height at the expense
of breadth. It has made an ideal of ‘Efficiency’ and iavites all and sundry to bow
down before it. In its name many things are.done which do not meel with
punlic approval. Men posing as experts.assume divinity and expect to be worship_
ped. The elected element is only one-fiith of the whole body of the Senate, and the
pominated genilemen constituting about 80 % dominate the situation. These
gentlemen though estimable in themselves and worthy of all respect, eannot in
the nature of things escape the suspicion, however unfounded it may be, of being
not altngether free to act as one might wish and of being under some sort of obli-
gation to the nominating authorites. It is an accepted rule that, in all advancing
Institutions and bodies, the elected element ought to preponderate, and m
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thcumph:(d um Rmm is ou ode‘umu'nn';
mmo«mum ‘has a sad story to tell. It r
a-hly- Examining University. The regulations framed under the A

A thdr’mpthcho.,uqmp constafut tinkering. 1t is, therefore, deumble,,m“
opinion, that an attempt should be made to procure a modification of the Univer—

‘ny Act 80 as to secure the ﬁredommmoeéf the ¢lected element, reduce the influence
s of the so-called expan‘and mnketheSyndwatemorommblemthemﬂumé
: ‘> Of ‘b h& - 2 . 2 9

7. 83 .a(w M»M’
> Tbem is not much one})nngement. afforded by t.he Umvemty fo.r tho

opemng of fresh Secondsgrade Colleges or their being raised to the First—grade-

The conditions of afliliation are so comprehensive and onerous and the demands are

g0 strictly understood and so rigorously enforced, that few are found ready to under

-8 ~take the work in view of the high standard of equipment insisted on in the matter

b of buildings, furniture library, laboratories and st-ff, involving, as it does, the expen-
diture of sums of money, often beyond the means of manazerial bodies.

I would next invite your attention to the place that Education should occupy
in the scheme of social values. The old theory that Education is an expensive luxury
and not a vital pecessity and that those who want Education, whatever may be its
grade, ought to pay for it, ought to be exploded. The State ought. to recogmse its
responsibility for the complete eduacation of its people 8o as to secure every indi—

‘e vidual an opportunity to rise to the full height of his stature. This responsibility
has been accepted in the case of Elementary Education by England and most other
European countries, by the United States of America, by Canada and Australia,

, * by Japan and the Philippine Islands, by Ceylon, by Mysore, Baroda and Sangli, It

¢ has been recognised by the provinge of Bombay, when it passed what is popularly
known as MR, V, J. Patel’s Act; the \lumcnpnllty of Sukkur has not let the grass
grow under its feet, and has already taken the preliminary sieps to introduce free
and compulsory education within its limits. The Madras Government has also risen

10 the occasion and has conevened a meeting of a few gentlemen, official and non-

s official, for consultation on the Elementary Education Bill saii to be under its con-

] *  gideration. We may, therefore, confidently expect that all India will soon adopt this

@ course and provide funds to carry out this scheme, The percentage figures re-
lating to literacy and to the number of the school-going population have a sad tale
to tell, One has ooly to be sold of these astounding figures to become convineed

A of the necessity of free and compulsory Elementary Education.

. Bat I go one step further. The new Education Bill in England is not sansﬁed
to drop the child with his Elemantary Education. It wants to raise a superstructure
on the foundation it has laid. It wants to take up boys of over 12 or 13 years
15 of age and give them ‘time instruction at least. 'What is learnt in the elemen-
et tary school is, in 80 % of the cases, forgotten in a year'or two. India must
. make an effort, if not now, at least in a not very remote fatire to pursue the
child in lm adolueent years : and give him the oducation amsed to lus age and

o ‘ A i%? }.. R “' ” L;‘
i You,nny eonnder t.hat I am n:hng an emsvagmt demandb awhen gmg-
hlhng you that in some parts of America and Denmark, even- University Education -




is free, and that the progressive Mysore has recontly adopted a reselution

same effooty T ask you to hope for a time wwmmwﬂl'tﬂ*"“ | by

lar privile§e and blessing, When that time comes; for which I fervently pray, - o)
India can be said to have constracted a highway of Education open to bﬁ;
childron—a thoroughfare open to all regardless of colour or creed. Things that
were considered to be beyond the wildest dreams of a mad man have now come

within the range of practical polities, The impossible of to-day, may, God willing,

become the nucleus of the possible of tomorrow. Iwish that this goal may be

borne in mind and concerted attempts made to'reach it by steady if slow stages. -

The present Educational Scheme labours, as all of you may be aware, under s

the often—repeated charge of paying unduly large— I will not say exclusive-atten-
tion to the study of languages, and of relegating Scientific studies to a remote back
ground. Knowledge of things is more important than knowledge of mere words.
This is perhaps a reflex of the inflaence'of the older Universities of England,
and does not contribute to the desirable synthesis of Humanistic and Scientisie
studies which well-regulated Universities ought to strive to attain. Edacation
should not exclusively aim at culture, however valuable in itself it may be, but
should also try to secure utility. There must be a happy combination of literary
and vocational or quasi-vocational training, and Germany and the U. 8. A. have
mueh to teach us in this direction.

The place that English ocoupies in the Intermediate and B. A. Pass courses
where the students are expected to specialise is rather unique. In the latter, about
half the time is taken up in the study of English Language and Literature
1nstead of the greater portion of the available time being devoted to the study of
the particular subject in which the stadent is expected to specialise. Even in the
Intermediate, English claims an inordinate share.of attention, much to the detri
ment of the specialised study. A good working knowledge is all that ought to be
insisted upon—and when this is achieved, there ought to be an almost whole~
hearted and whole-timed devotion to the chosen subjects. The time and energy
are merely wasted in acquiring a knowledge of the idiosynctacies of the language
which the moment the examination is over amd the student believes it has served

its purpose, passes out of the over-worked brain as unassimilated and unassimilable
material,

Another feature that may have struck you is the existence of two parallel
courses of study for the pass B. A. and the Honours B. A, Examinations. The
subjects prescribed in certain groups are nearly the same, the questions frequently
are of the same standard and the only difference is in the percentage of passes.
The Pass B. A, labours, as I have said elsewhere, unde} the additional disability of
of having togrind through a larger number and greater variety of text books in
English, some set for detailed study and others for non-detailed, Is it not possible
to devise a scheme in which the two courses may run on divergent lines ?

“The Intermediate examination is made to serve a thflee-fold purpose, incon—
sistent each with the other. It serves as a test for the selection of students of the
famous “‘race—horse” type for the Honours B. A. course, It is also a hali~way
house for students ofthe “draught-horse” type who are content with the Pass
B. A. course, Itis also prescribed as a qualifying test for admission into the Engi-
neering and Medical Celleges, The examiners who are generally gentlemen eonnoci
~ed with the Honours classes often, unconsciously, no doubt, place before them-

"
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melves and insist in others under their control a standard suitable for one purpose,

~and the uufortunate candidates have to pay the penalty for the sin of one exami- Ly

nation being compelled to serve so many different purposes. The failures have
been in recens years abnormally high—almost amounting to a scandsl and conti—
‘nned to ba bigh' in spite of repeated endeavours to improve the situation. An
attempt was made to throw the whole blam» on the unregulated and consequently
unsuitable and lax admissions, but facts and figures were marshalled out to prove
the utter untenability of this theory, and this position appears to have been
reluctantly abandoned. At the same time, partly perhaps to show thata theory
once advanced so boldly and openly could not be abandoned without loss of pres-

U tige, and partly from the University’s unwillingness to part with its direct control

over the S. 8. L. C. canditates, the svstem of publishing an eligible list of
students has been adopted, out of which alone admissions could be made into the
intermediate classes. Te compartmental system of Examination has also been
introduced and some lig'itening of the courses, especially in English introduced by
the Hon. Mr. J H, Stone must wmitigate the severity of the examination and im-
prove the position of the student population. Tt is a fact that a!l should bear in
mind that it is the duty of the University to adapt itself to the capacity and con-
ditions of the persons for whose benefit it is intended, and not to adopt an inflexi-
ble and uniferm standard to reject the majority as failures. Just fancy for a
moment what it means to the candidites that are turned out of the portals of the
University as weiched and found waniing—in the matter of energy and brain
power, in the matter of money aud tim» and in the matter of their future careers.

The 8. 8. L C. Examination also 1aboars under the disadvantage of being
utilised for a variety of purposes. For one thing it is a test for selecting
candidates who are fit to entar the University classes and receive the University
training. For this, obviously, a high standard is and ought to be insisted on.
it is also a qualifying test for entry into the public service. This does not
generally require quite so high a standard,, or the same emphasis on al
subjects. Hence a larger number may reasonably Le expected to fall under
this category. Again, ia tha case of several, it is merely a stage that marks the
end of school education, and here too the standard insisted upon may be’ lowered.
Bat the publication by the University of the * Eligible List’ as it is called makes
no distinction and places all on the same level as being eligible for admission inte
the College classas. There must, therefore, be an error either of undue exclusion.
or of unsuitable inclusion. Here again the stadent pays a penalty for a fault
which is not of his creation.

The S. S. L. C, Schems was intended to remody several defects associated
with the old Matriculation Examination which in its unbending rigidity insisted
on passing all through the same ‘mill, and was therefore received with open arms
by the whole school-world. Tts advantages were recognised by all. Tu the course of
working various defects were noted from time to time and these have'been recei-
ving due attention. Defects still existed and various changes have been made or
aduinbrated with & view to further improvement; and in the midst of all these the
University authorities have come in taking away the freedom enjoyed ‘by -Colleges,
introducing a list of ‘Eligibles’-which is another name for Passes—and therefore
converting it into & modified form of the old Matriculation, 4Jo that our oid friend
appears in & new disguise. We must oot think of doing away with the ‘Schoal
Final, whatever may be said against it, but attempt to improve it into a ‘better and
anore workable scheme.




ed and not merely accopt.od with llp loyhlty bulf

progress may be visible and fewer tears would be ‘shed by th
who at once unable to understand the language and wn }ngp
begin to cherish a hatred for e lucation altogsther, or lose
when they entered the schools. n the bllogo, doubtleu, ought
Medium; for, without it no progress in the higher studies i lp- possivle.
desirable, nay, even necessary that a good working knoyledgo of the | ,
should be acquired if one were to be of servioa to the pablic in ove oapmt 7
other, but this ought not to be confused or mixed up with the problem of stu: .
the h\gher Vernacular literature asa means of culture, which will always umim . .
in the future the work of only a seleot few. No useful object can be gained by
mixing up different problems as if they constituted a single one.

One cannot but regret the utter absence on & fairly large scale of wht
known as Ressarch Work. 1t s an essential feature ot higher education in all
European and American Universities, bat unbappily has hitherto either not claim--
ed, or been unable to obtain a satisfactory measure of attention among us. The
rocent appointment of three University Professors-for Indian Economics, [ndian His- |
tory and Arch®ology, an1 Sanskrit Philology-is a move in the rightidirection, but it v
is too early yet tg/pronounce an opinion as to how far the expariment has been »
success, though frophets of evil are not wanting in predicting failure in one direcs
tion or another.

There are two kinds of Research-~Research in pure science, and Research
in applied science—the former capable of being rursued in college laboratories
that are properly equipped and manned, the latter bearing on industry and requir-
ing a costlier equipment. Modern industry is the out-come of lctenoe, and Chemi-
cal industries in particular have their birth in the laboratory. It is science, which
has developed the manufacturies of hundreds of important commodities from a
single substanee like coal. Germany employs an army of Chemists on a single
Dye-works ; America spends large sums of money in fitting up laboratories and :
maintaining them; and England comes a long way behind. Bat what is India’s .
position even in this research work carried on outside the University walls? True
she maintains an agricultural Research Institute at Pusa, and a Forest Research ,
Tnstitute at Dehra Dun, and maintains an army of experts—snch as he micologist,
Quinologist, Cellulose Entomologist, Meteorologist, Cotton and Silk and Leather
experts, besides the Geological, Zoolngical, and Botanica! suryeys and the fisheries
department. There is, besides, the famous Tata Research Institute of science at
Bangalore, ined on a costly scale from a threefold source. It is a matter
of ragret that there is no co-ordination of work ; there is duplication of men and
material ; each carries on his work with a magnificent indifference to the results of
the labours of his brother expert. The net result though imposing, when oxprul- s
ed in the Indian o@pal phraseology, does not conyince the man in the ltreot i
that India gets her money ’s worth, whatever may be the cause. Indma mufomp’g X
is that Sbe does not appear to thuve mnph in roseareh work Irhether i ‘
inside or outside t.he Uulversnty. Techmcal Scholanlups are le a e
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% e ong'ht to weloo:ne theso new amvals and v(ork and pray.

A e volume with ev f'roah mcxdent, that d
d that ‘the st smtrwérgi{n“gi :ﬁ::g and more irreveren iow chers ar
Toss and less amenable to control, This view receives addxtwnal Wexgirt. from ocea-
eruptions whick are really due %o specific causes that can bs spotted out, but
are held by superficial observers to be due to the innate depravity of the Indian
youthful mn,d, or to the instigation conscions or uaconscious of external agéncies.
A closer analysis is bound to eliminate and set aside ebullitions due to specific
causes into whichit will be invidious to eater, and will assign tha so—called grow—
: iug irreverence to the fact of the higher level of intelligence of the pupils ' as a
class, and the lesser intellectual distance between the teacher and the pupil,

' In the matter of political meetings; the Government have until "recéhﬂy\"
been following a wise policy of drift, trusting ultimately to the good sense of the
students and to the sympathetic and watchful supervision of the masters.
Suddenly the @ O, No. 539 of which so much bas been said and written fell like
a bolt from the blue and placed princlpals aad professors in an undesirable, not to ’
say most unenviable position. The conference of Principals at which . E. the
Governor was present must have sounded the note of warning and the G O. wbioh
bas not beew, as a maltter of fact, formalily cancelled has been so modified as to
vest cousndenble discretion in the hands of principals. This is certamly a wise

- course, but a wiser course would have been not to have issued the G O. in ques. -
tion at all
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A hopeful feature of the times is the rise into prominence of movements
such as the Boy Scout system, Social Service Leagues and Student’s Conventions;
Their real significance must be understood in all their bearings, and if sympatheti<
cally and judiciously handled they are bound to serve as an .excellent machinery
for developing all that is bestin the Indian character, manliness, self-reliance, hw-
manity and genuine patriotism, and will prove of immense good. ,

It has long been a standing complaint that, while a country like England

with a population equal to that of the Madras Presndency, has a large number of
. @Jniversities, catering to tha wants of the younger generation, our ‘Bembhted Pro-
vince’ should be content with her one, huge, overgrown leviathan of a Umvermy,
There cannot be much of zeal and efficient control or first hand knowledge or sym-
pathy, and the work to be turned out by  the University authorities conse-
quently becomes mechanical and lifless. The rise of new Universities at. Benares
and Aligarh, at Bankipore and Dacca, at Haxdrabad ‘and Trivandrum and at.
Rajashmundry and Madura must be most heamly welcomed, (Riad eﬁ'ootmg a
mnch-needed deoontralmatwn destroying the dead Umformt.y that is sxcken—-
ing, and as aﬂ'ordmg room for new depart.ures and poasasmg ‘more ﬂenbxhty'
and aéapubﬂlty to varymg condmons obtaining in dx&erent parta of this vast
ntinent. There is a guaranteo “of closer cont.act and greater sympath’ 3
besxdes Iessqnmg the mtolerablo ‘burden restnno on the prosent ovargrown Univer-
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The position of the teacher is, and has baen, in spita of its being
ally glorified as the profession followed by Socrates and Arnold and other
men, one of low popular esteem, The remedy lies in the hands of the teacher
self. Hemust qualify himself fully for his work, must throw himself heart and
soul into it, should never think himself superior to his duty and must maintain an
upright and estimable character. When men of this stamp organise themselves
into associations and work with vigour, consistency and sincerity, » welcome and
desirable change is bound to take place. No man is the architeot of bis owa fortune
in a truer sense than the school master.

The report of the Puablic Services Commission which wus
under such happy auspices and from which so much was expected, and rightly
too, hasin the case -of the Educational World proved most disappointing,
whatever may be the nature of its recommendations in regard to other services,
It perpetuates and even aggravates the existing cleavage between the Indian and
the Provineial Services and in other respects is open to the change of ignoring
Indian interests, Not even its best friends can claim much merit for it in the
direction in which it was expected to promote contentment and cordial co-opera-

ton.

Tt is with considerable reluctance I venture to make a faw observations on
a movement, influentially supported and apparently enjoying wide popularity, which
has recently been eliciting comments of diverse characters both favourable and
adverse— I mean the National University Schems, The existing system is by no
means perfect and is certainly open to attack on the ground that the control of
Education is not in the hands of the nation, or even largely in the hands of Indi-
ans. It is my owh opinion that the best teachers of a nation are those chosen from
the mation itself, for these alone understand the social system, can fully eater into
the feelings of the students and sympathise fully and genuinely with their ideals,
hopes and aspirations, whereasa foreigner, however capable and well-intentioned
cannot or can but imperfectly see tha student’s point of view or know his habit of
mind There is a general feeling that Indian Vernaculars and classics are thrown into
the back ground instead of ocoupying their rizhtful position. Under the present
arrangement Indian patriotism, it is averred, is not fostered though much is made
of ‘loyalty’; and the Indian religions are not utilised in developing Indian charac-
ter according to the national bent, but are often used as foils to exhibit the real
or assumed superiority of foreign religions thereby touching the Student in his
most sensitive part, Again considerable difficulty or embarassment, it is said,
is felt in the teaching of History— the history of India for instance~in the way
ought to be, owing to the in influence of other considerations than the exposition
of the Simple Trath. But assuming all these statements to ba true, I ask, is it
really desirable oroecessary to start a rival system, ruaning practically on parallel
lines so far as general education is concerned ? Does’ it not merely amount to a
duplication of gachinery ? Can it be said that any other agency than the State can
carry on tion systematically, comprehensively, and without ignoring all
diverse interests ? Oan a private agency command the resources necessary for such
a gigantic undertaking ? What is the career open to studeats who pass through
this course ? Will not even private employers of educated labour prefer men with
a certificate of known value to those holding one whose value is unknown or un-
certain ? T ask these questions more for the sake of information than with a desire
to cavil. 1f however the new movement will take up technical instead of general
Education—such as Commerce, Medicine or Engineering for instance~—or uttb'liﬁ

*
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gical institutions for promoting industries or found Schools and. Colleges
s, it might render far more useful service and entitle itself to the eterna

to all thougtful people, since the scheme is bus in the course of incubation and

* can hardly claim to be fully comprehended either by its friends or by its foes.

The movement, we must concede, without the slightest hesitation, is actnated by
the kindliest intentions on the part of its founders and therefore demands patience
ot our part before either gxtolling it to tha skies, or crying it down to the depths
of the ocean. ~

Before coneluding, gentlemen, I wish to convey to you my “sincere thanks -
for the patience with which you have listened to my remarks 'and shall feel con-,
siderably gratified, if I have succeeded in drawiug your attention to the various
points which I consider to be worthy of the attention of the Educated world, and

of this Conference in particular,

"G B. Press; COnjeeveram.

\:gy}at.xtudo,\of the'people. Private agencies cannot be a substitute for .state agency.
even though they may be useful for filling up gaps or making novel experiments.
Tuis, I fear, rather too early to pronounce any final dacision likely to be acceptable
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Ladies and Gentlemen and members of the

South India Teachers’ Union and friends of the cause
of education :

On behalf of the Conjeeveram Teachers' Associ-
ation and of the Reception Committee of this Con-
ference, 1 beg to offer you a most hearty welcome to
this city of ours. Conjeeveram as you all know,
Gentlemen, is one of the seven sacred cities in India
and @ the seven, it is the most renowned (Nagareshu

Kanchi). Professor Geddes of Town Planning fame,

when he visited this city was very much struck with
its formation and observed that it was a model city.
Its respectable antiquity is proved by the references
made to it in our Puranas and in the sacred songs of
the Tamil Saints and by the classical writers of
Greece and Rome. [ts historical importance is known
to every student of Indian History. It won great
renown as the capital of the ancient Pallava and
Chola kings. It was famous as a seat of learning.
It was in ancient times either the birth-place or the
main centre of the activities of our great Gurus,
Sankara and Ramanuja. All the important religion-
ists of India— Hindus, Muhammadans and Bud-
dhists—hold this city in great veneration. It is the
city of temples renowned far and wide, which
attracts very large crowds annually during the
festival seasons. Such a city is therefore a pre-
eminently fit place for holding an annual Conference
of teachers. | offer you, once again, my hearty
thanks for your kindness in having accepted our in-
vitation and come here from long distances at very
great sacrifices and inconvenience, to yourselves, in
this scorching weather.
w&d mn at the mu;t. on behalf of the whole
present here, express our sincere
thanks for the cordial welcome extended to us by
M.R.Ry. M. E. Srirangachariar, the premier citizen




of this city.  As you all know his
cation is not lipm
fu;xh. d puts h‘mololf “
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in evw other field :‘_f pu:l'kio
The programme W :

li to be long, varied and important. From the

msilmade of the subjects suggested for consider-

ation by 25 societies, I find that there are as many

rospects of teachers, 6 under media of

ll)'.‘ under mgcmm examinations, training, etc., and 33
under mi neous. yoo

The time at our disposal is very limited, and we
shall have to go through several of the above items
as expeditiously as possible. I shall not therefore
take up your valuable time by attempting to0 consi-
der seme-of-the questions in detail or even o review
them as a whole. | shall thesefoss merely touch in
a sketchy way on some of the leading
which will come before us for detailed mature
consideration at our sittings, -

It is gratifying to note that teachers are mow
forcing themselves up so as to make their voice more
and more articulate. By combination and push, they
are trying to occupy a place of
tance in the social world. But a good more
remains to be done. The teacher should give up his
diffidence and shyness and come out of the
ground which he now occupies, to assert his right %o
a fair share of public life. He should participate in
the larger life of the world like men in other walks
of life, if he wants to be more respected. The pro-
fession, if it only aserted itselfy would secure ade-
quate co-operation from public men. Bat it must
combine and beuniwddnlndh.ud come % have »
vigorous opinion upon all the educational guestions.
the techuique of education should be theroaghly

od Mhdthyoﬁniom ns and satisfactory con
should be arrived at. Then society is sure

e

A good deal of lip respect is - vald 4o (e
profession it (o

by the pu It is praised as the noblest
essions, as one that has the building up of the

2

country. But adequate recognition of its difficulties,
of its poor emoluments is wanting. It behoves there-
fore that we should combine and make our impor-
tance felt on society so that our dues and our rightful
place in society may be secured. Curiously enough,
often improving teaching takes the form of improv-
ing the appliances, building and other equipments and
rarel@the pay and prospects of teachers. The teacher
who does not feel himself above want, who does not
find sufficient security of tenure, cannot be expected
to turn out good work notwithstanding better
buildings and superior equipments.

While striving to secure our rights and dues,
we should also be alive to our duties. The market
value of our services should net in the least, in-
fluence us in the discharge of our duties. Any
teacher who measures his work by his pay becomes
self-degraded and is unfit for the calling. While
agitating for better pay and prospects, we should
strive to discharge our duties to the best of our
abilities. Says Ruskin “ It is physically impossible
for a well educated man or braveman to make money
the chief object of his thoughts; just as it is for
him to make his dinner the principal object of them.”
A teacher should keep himself well-informed of all
the varied activities of the world. He, being as it
were, the link between the present and the future,

be well posted with information in all sub-

ts so that he may satisfy the eager up-turned

of the young committed to his care. His char-

acter and morals should be thoroughly unblemished
s0 that he may serveas a model for imitation.

- There is a good deal of unrest in the educational
world just now, just as there is in every other sphere
of human activity—a sign of healthy and active life.
New ideals are pulsating all over the country and

ind, morals and character of the youths of the
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not to be themselves places of ed _
to test the value of the edmﬂonflm om.t
They are to pass every student o ahﬂig
who has fairly profited by the curriculum of

and college study which he has passed through, the
standard required being such as to respect
without discouraging the efforts of d stu-
dents. Education is to be aided and by
the principal officials in every district is to
receive besides, the direct encouragement of the
State by the ogening of Government a tments
to those who have received a good education ir-
respective of the place or manner in which it may
have been acquired.” No wonder therefore that
the system devised to supply educated labour to the
State should fail to satisfy the new wants and
aspirations. The cry that the present education is
literary and that it should be replaced to a large
extent by vocational, industrial and technical edu-
cation deserves our earnest and serious consideration.
It has become more imperative to do so, now that
State employment is almost closed to certain sections
of the ecuntrx. [n the present struggle for existence
it is more imperative that bread-winning trades and
professions should be placed within reach of yomg
men, after they have reached a certain stage
general education.

The most serious defect of the present system
is that it is far too literary and li and as
such does not prepare our young men for life in the
modern world. The future economic condition of
our country is dependent upon a of industrial
education aiming at covering®*all possible courses,
providing instruction for the several trades and

- professions. The evolution of Germany us an in-

dustrial nation has been brought about by the
provision of such courses in the various states and

“ﬂGany The city of Munich
~ courses suited to 67

‘ ) '
-

es and Berlin 267 trades
| n
The State thus looks *after the artisan and house-

keeper, but it also provides for the master workman,

the foreman, the manager, the contractor, the
builder, the expert technician, the chemist, the
, the draftsman, the salesman.” Germany

has state schools * for the higher wood working in-
dustries, for the building trades, for the textile in-
dustries, for mechanical and electric engineering
trades, for the chemical industries ; for watch-making,
ship-building, soap-making, paper-manufacture,
optical instruments, hotel-keeping, automobiles, ete.”
Je next defect in our present system of edu-
ca is that the course is far longer than it need
be. A much shorter course will quite do to meet the
practical needs of our people. General education
should stop at the most, at the school final stage,
or even a little earlier and provision should be
made for training young men for practical life,
according to their leaning and taste and
heredity. The present long and overloaded course
interferes a great deal with the physical vigour
of our young men. The nervous break-down
which we commonly see in them could be avoided if
the courses are shortened and made lighter. The
languid and listless look of our young men in
schools and colleges 8 mainly due to the heavy
course through which they are taken and the hurry
with which it is done. Vocational schools will, while
pmviding‘:nstruction of the required type, also
prevent the deterioration of the body and the mind.
Another defect urged against the present system

is that it is far too y for Indian conditions and
that education o:ﬁht to be very much cheaper than
it is. Itis generally held that it is the duty of the
State to provide education at least as far as the
secondary sh%e. at little cost to the people. But the
Government by its attitude does not indicate the
recognition of its duty in this matter, for, high fees
are levied, and low grants are made to secondary
schools, by an ingenious Grant-in-Aid system. The
(ode requires considerable revision and we are yet

&
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tion and improvement, As it now is, the help giver
aided achooﬂ engaged in secondary education is pr
portionately very meagre, and a more liberal scale of
help is urgently needed for the betterment and growth
of these schools. In this connection I shall be want-
ing in my duty if I fail to draw your attention to the
change effected at the last revision of the Code
regards poor boys. The change has been eviden
made on the theory that the poor boy has no
to receive higher education and that talent combin-
ed with poverty is to be neglected and afforded no
opportunities for rendering service to society. pzuu-
gers of schools who recognise merit in erty
and give it -help are penalised to that extent
in the grants allocated to their schools. Poor parents
anxious to secure the benefits of higher education to
their capable sons seek for help at the handsof the
already overburdened managers and they are obl -
to grant scholarships though thereby they er

a proportionate loss in the amount of teaching grant, i

In the old Grant-in-Aid Code 10 per cent. of the fee-
income was recognised as legitimate expense under
this head and the grant was calculated only on the
90 per cent. of the total fee due as per standard rates.
In the revised rules, this provision was deleted. The
Conference will have to agitate that for calculation ;
of net cost this item of necessary expense should be
taken into account. ;

Another defect in the present day education -is
the neglect of the vernaculars. The Hon'ble Mr,
S. Srinivasa Aiyengar, Advocate-General, in his
address at the Prize-distribution of Pachaiyappa’s
High School, Conjeeveram, said the other day, * For -
one thing it did not give sufficient importance to
the vernaculars; not that the present system neglected
them altogether, but it dealt with them in such a
fashion that a considerable section ot Indian opinion
thought that it was worse than ignoring them.”

The Chairman of the Reception Committee
year raised three distinct questions re ve
they are (1) the need for a study of the vernacular

 the use of the vernaculars as media of
of modern vernacular literature reflecting

gzw ::.f thoughts and problems to educate

stir them up to be in touch with all

~ the developments in all the fields of human activity

~—social, political, economic and scientific.

- As regards the third point all are agreed, and
the sooner the need is supplied, the better will it be
for the country and the speedier will be tne realisa-
tion of all the ardenthopes and aspirations now pulsing

- over the whole country. Opinion on the other two

points is tharply divided. Some, while warmly
advocgting instruction through the vehicle of vernac-
ulars not for a study of the vernacular litera-
ture ; some others hold that the literature should be
studied as closely as English but the instruction after
a certain stage should be only through the medium
of English. Again there are very many who think
that the vernacular literature should be studied
as a compulsory subject in the secondary and
collegiate stages also and that the medium of
instruction in the non-knowledge subjects up to
the college course should be through the vernaculars
only. Thus the question is complicated by currents
cross-currents and it is the essential duty of a
body of experts like the Teachers' Conference to settle
this tion in the best pay practicable.
eaching would certainly become - more uséful
and practical if conducted through the vernaculars
and a great deal of the energy spent in acquiring
knowledge through a foreign language may be profit-

. ably saved. The race is nothing too strong, and

any saving of the physical vigour through any source,
is y welcome. But we have to remember also
that the English language has come to stay and that

. it is essential for our well-being and for taking an
‘ *h%ﬂnt part in the concerns of our country, that

a day knowledge of the English language

should be possessed by every one at the end of his
_ school course. Whether such a knowledge could be
. secured by an average secondary school certificate-

holder, if instruction is imparted-in the knowledge

ion in the non-language subjects, and (3) the s %
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subjects also through the vernaculars in the
School forms, deserves serious consideration.

College experts already

ledge of English in the pupils seeking admission
the College classes is nothing too rich
to consider whether instruction
naculars iu knowlodfe subjects, will not still
diminish the store of English possessed by our
menn .

_ - The question of the creation of vernacul li
ature touched by me naturally leads me to the con-
~ sideration of Elementary education. Government
recently paid considerable attention to the
and improvement of Elementary educa
though the Free Elementary Education Bill
late lamented Professor Gokhale was vetoed
Imperial Legislative Countil, yet thespirit of

has been in the main approved inthe steps sub-
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sequently taken by Government for the spread of-

free, if financial considerations would permit it. It
is therefore our duty te agitate for the cause until
Government feel that finance can permit it. If
necessary curtailment of expenditure under some
other heads should be made to find funds for it. Bat
the spread of Elementary education should not take
the form of more buildings, more furniture, more
appliances for Elementary schools, as is done now.
Costly buildings and appliances cannot in themselves
spread education. More schools should be opened
in rural and village areas and efficient teachers
should be engaged to give the true rural color and
bias necessary to spread education among the masses,
Humble dwellings are enough and
buildings are unnecessary.

Again if Elementary education should spread on
healthy systematic lines, large programmes co
a space of several years should be drawn up

their working should be entrusted to local com-

mittees under the guidance and supervision of ex-
perts. If the above suggestion be adopted, I have
no doubt that simple and cheap buildings needed for

cry hoarse that the know-
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 schogls will be provided
and all the"fundbp::n be utilised for the
of schopls and betterment of teachers. ~ ~

. The Secondary school course which was
d for &lvlns a finish to those students who
»d with it has been ruthlessly interfered with,

by the University experts. The latter in their jeal-
-~ pus care to pick those who were fit for the College

course, fettered the school course from time to time -
with stringent rules and regulations and the net
result is that it has broken down as a school leaving
test. All its essential merits have been taken away
in the interests of the University. Thus the scheme
framegg for freeing the school course from University
domination, has again come to be under its control.
It is, as it is now, “the old Matriculation, writ large.”
We have again a list of pasees or eligibles ; the free- .
dom to attend only a few of the subjects has been
wiped off, and an ingenious system of moderation
has been invented.

. Another regrettable feature connected with the
system is that frequent changes are made in the
courses of studies and with the rules which interefere
very much with smooth working. Text-books are

‘sometimes announced some months after the

commencement of the school year and portions
originally prescribed are often omitted nearly at
the end of the year. Further the control which
was originally outside the University men, is
now largely in their hands. That it ought to be
in the hands of teachers of Secondary

ols cannot be disputed by any, though in practice

the contrary is the rule. The same spirit of con-
stant tinkering, of half yearly changes of rules and
regulations on the part of the Senate is a prominent
feature of our University. I have only to mention
the case of vernaculars to exemplify my statement.

In great haste a new change is made, some element

of a scheme is dropped, the syllabus of some subjects

revised, and some subject is made less important.
ao consistency of the plan under which these

changes are effected is not plain. The net result is

_the people - -

to Secondary and Collegiate edu- - |
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~ Gentlemen, T am afraid I have ¢

pouywrtimeandgtﬁonoemd 1 beg to
for the same, There are various other problen
e in the Bducational Rules, the Boy

as changes
Movement, Religions instruction, Medieal

N s ees g ol o, b oresd

of education among the backward -
urgent need for a_conscience clause, the lightening
of the course of studies, especially in English, the
change in the syllabus of British Empire ander
group B, making better provision for the study of
Geography, the creation of School Councils, Pro
Funds, mg a hundred other themes which wellnight
discuss and in which we can make helpful m
gestions to the authorities concerned. It is for :
Conference to select such of them as may be useful
and urgent and to discuss them and arrive at mature
suggestions for the betterment of education. :
However, before I close | wish to touch, in a pass-
ing way upon three more subjects. The first of them
is the need to allow Secondary school representa-

tives in the Senate. - A
Gentlemen, 1 feel very strongly that it is a slur

and an insult to the profession to shut out P e

school teachers from the Senate, except th
election. Lawyers, merchants and revenue officers
aré nominated to the Senate from time to time, but
no Secondary school teacher has yet been added on
to the new Senate. Some of the recent Universities
such as Patna and Allahabad have provided fora
certain percentage of representatives from Secondary
schools and it behoves us therefore to ask for 5 per
cent. as our due. 1 would suggest that all the
registered graduates in Secondary schools may be
formed into an electorate and empowered to elect
5out of the total number of 100 Fellows of our
University.

The next subject is the much abused Hcd;
masters’ Association. In this connection I feel it my
duty to appeal to the large body of Assistant- =

masters, not to misunderstand me; as making any

2 ¢ w-g on behalf of the Association. As you
now I was one of the few that stoutly

Jesirable. However my opinion did not find
swar and the Association was ushered into ex-
 Being in its inner council and partaking

~in all its deliberations, I can assure you that all the
. passion and feeling that its formation raised, were

~ not deserved by it. The scopeof its work is not, in

my opinion, very different from thatofthe 8, I. T. U.
or the Madras Teachers' Guild. The little that it
has done during its short period of existence is for
the betterment of teachers as a whole. There is no
spirit of antagonism in its councils to Assistant-

_ mas@rs or Managers. On the contrary, the Associa-

tion in all its ‘deliberations is more anxious to serve
them and thus to deserve better of them. May 1

° therefore venture to appeal to the Assistant-masters
~ fo view the Association with less passion and greater
tolerance,

The third question is the Pension and Provident
Fund scheme. There are several schools which have
no Provident Funds. It is imperative that such funds
should be started in all schools and that all these
funds should be amalgamated and placed under the

_management of a body of men under the co-

tive scheme. In the management all the three

interests—the State, the private managers and the
ht to be equally represented. Such a

" union of the funds will bave the advantage of en-
- abling teachers not to undergo any loss when they

from one school to another. The rules

ge
mld be pretty liberal and elastic.
Closely connected with it is the pension scheme
for teachers who cannot be benefited by the creation

" of Provident Funds. There are several teachers who

‘have already put in 20 years’ service and over and

_they are, in my opinion entitled to pension, as far

P«
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better public servants than the public servants direct-
under Government. The latter have merely dis-
‘ their duties, while the former have created

them, shaped them and built their character. If the

wu‘c“ewice of to-day is efficient and honest,

, formation of the Association ns unnecessary and ‘
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