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ALI ghis Couneil recommends to
the Governor in Cownodil thet & mum of
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ikatinate of Wm.22,90u/~ provided for
the year 1618-19 under 26-3. 8.,
archasologieal pepsrtoent (glevabhy)
fox pughing through the publication
of unpublished ingpeviptionsg, and thet
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Home (Education) Department ;

|
3«‘;% .The lamentably slow progress in the matter 6f ©
‘ “’EEBS eplgraphlcal materials collected in this Presi- &
L dency has.come under the consideration of Government '

| more than once,and. year after year in reviewing the i’
‘ annual report they have been asking the A.A.S. fer - I
“ Epigraphy to apply himself more vigorously to the
task. It was only in 1914 that a thorough enguiry
| and an éxhe.ustive discussion as to the best means :
‘\ of making the coll;sctions available to students took
; place; these resulted in the formulation of certai
principles on which the work of publication should

proceed. Yide Notes and orders with G.0.No.47 Pub:.
dated the 9th Jamuary 1914.

2. Shortly after the.issue of the above
orders the Government of India. propeosed a scheme by
which they sought to entrust the task of i)ubliahing
the South Indian Inscriptions to a Central Govern-
ment Epigraphist aided by an adequate staff of
publication assistants - Vide Govt. of India “
letter No.321 dated the 3lst July 1914 printed with

( "?  G.0. No.865 Pub: dated the 5th June 1915. THe con-

siderat?ons which the Government of India urged in
support of such a central agency owee.sews . =
(1)The number of unpublished tr@scripts in the
office ¢f the Assistant Archdeological I
Superintendent for Epigraphy, Southern
Circle, is oW over 9,000, Each year about i
600 msc,rlptmns are copied but even with
the additional staff sanstiomed in G.O.

No.568, Public, dated 13th May 1912, the
iy

_office cannot publish more than
100 inscriptions in a year. The slow pro-

gress now made is therefore not one which

.
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Z
can be rectified by tinkering with the work of the

eﬁzisting esteblishment and the only effective remedy':
is for the Imperial Government to make themselves
responsible for the publication of the bulk oé’ the
inscriptions. E
(11) The present Assistant Archaeological Superlntenden
for Epigraphy (Rao Sahib H.Krishna Saatrl) does not |
possess the power of organisation necessary for
carrying through a well-ordered and comprehensive
scheme, nor can he contrel a staff big enough to
copg with the vast amount of material awaiting to.

|
| be disposed of.

ruled partly in ladras and pa.rtly in the territories .
il lying to the west and north-west of Madras and had :
their capitals outside the Madras Presidency. The

records of these dynaaties exist in great numbers in
the Kanarese parts of the Bombay Presidency, nesmely,
the Belgaum, Bijapur, Dharwar and NorthXanara dis- | V
tricts. It is there the records are chiefly to be
found of the Western Chalukyas, the earlier and

| later Kadambas, Rashtrakutas and some other dynasties
1 * of Southern India.

‘; This Government though they agreed in the abov
“opinion as to Mr. Krlshne..‘Sa.atrl s capacity for orga-
fnized work, at first objected to India's proposal on the ‘
jground that the change of the centre of interest in
i‘Epigra.phy from Madras. to Simla would deprive local
;‘s.tudents of opportunities for e;ssociation with the

work of publication.

3. On a further assurance from India that their
i)roi)osals were intended not to withdraw work - either
current or in arrears - which the. A.A.S. could ke do
vw1thout detriment to his. own duties, but to reheve him |

I
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- letter No.226 Pub: dated 9th February 1916. This

Page =98
impossible to carry out, this CGovernment withdrew
their objection and accepted India's scheme as the
only means of satisfactorily disposing of the

KOTES.

collosal arrears - numbering as many as 10,000 :

inscriptions. - deposited in the Madras office -

acquiescéence was mainly due to the prospect held

out tha_.t‘Imperial’ would find the cest of the scheme

4. India's scheme has however been lr_xeld in
abeyance pending return of normal financial condi-

tions - UVide G.0. No.489 Pub: dated 1bth March 1916

6. Attention is in this connection solicited 4
to the following question on the subject asked by
the same Additional Member at the last meeting of
the Council and the answer given thereto.-

Question. Will the Government be pleased to
undertake the publication of manus-
cripts and copper plates remaining
with the Archasclogical Department
yet unpublished at an early date?

Answer.  The attention of the Hon'ble Member  §

is drawn to G.0. No.47, Public, dated ¥
the 9th Jamuary 1914, vhich has been
placed on the Editors' Table. The work
of publication of the inscriptions is
being pushed on consistently with the
other work of the depar.tman;o. A com-
prehensive scheme for the systémtic
and expeditious publication of all
- epigraphical collections is under
contemplation, but its further considerf
-ation awaits the return of normal

~ financial conditions.

.
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A report on the progress of publication

1
i
|

work hes since been received from Mz. Xrishna Sestri.

\i.g::\‘\l.*‘t { =t
- .~L&v*fV He has shown therein thet it will not be pos#ible %0

.
' do. more then what is now being done, and with a view

' to accelerste the publicetion work- he has proposed

S 53 (18 : 6 certain additional esteblishment at =n extre cost of
Rs.7,600 per annum and the conversion of the 'South

'Indien Inscriptions’ into a quarterly journal. The

question is being examined separstely.

L %

» | As the Govérnment of India's scheme c?nno*t, ;

1 Il probebly come into fruition in the ne&r future and i

55 the srrears of unpublished i.ncriptions is\ fest mux g

) mounting up) it may be desirasble to meke & beginning
k ‘ locally to rccelei‘rte publicstion. - Until the pro-

posals are ewamined fully e cennot commit ourselves

to any line of sction. 1f.after orders are pessed
on them}‘it is found thet funds are nesded'there-will'
‘ not be sny great difficulty in finding ®hem. ‘After
.‘ & 11, the emount ;ropo.sed for Pllotmen? in the resolu-
tion is only Rs.8,000. The Additional Mmeiner is
“apperently only enxious thet some action should be
* taken to expedite matters. If the position 1is
expleined to him that Govaf-rment sre considering

osele in thet regerd he may not press the resolu

| Gl Orders sre solicited #g to who will be in

| charge of the resolution gnd #hether it should be

discussed in Couneill.

Ll s
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NOTES CONNECTED WITH RESOLUTION REGARDING REVISED
FINANCIAL STATEM ENT
[For the Meeting of 13th March 1918.]

[Sueszer.— Allotment for pushing on the work of publication of epigraphical
2 materials. ]

Resolution proposed to be moved by the Hon'ble the Raja of Ramnad at the

meeting of the Legislative Council to be held on the 13th March 918 :—

XIL This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a sum
of Rs. 8,000 be added to the budget estimate of Rs. 22,900 provided for the
year 1918-19 under 26-Ba. Archaological Department (Epigraphy) for push-
ing through the publication of unpublished inscriptions and that a corre-
sponding reduction be made under 45-B. Civil Works (Civil Buildings).

Home (EpucaTioN) DEPARTMENT.

The lamentably slow progress in the matter of the publication of epigraphical
materials collected in this Presidency has como under the consideration of Govern-
ment more than once and year after year in reviewing the annual report they have
been asking the Assistant Archwological Superintendent for Epigraphy to apply
himself more vigorously to the task. LIt was only in 1911 that a thorough inquiry
and an exhaustive discussion as to the best means of making the collections available
to students took place ; these resulted in the formulation of certain principles on
which the work of publication should proceed—vide notes and orders with (.0,
No. 47, Public, dated the 9th January 19 14.

2. Shortly after the issue of the above orders the Government of India proposed
a scheme by which they sought to entrust the task of publishing the South Indian
inscriptions to a central Government Epigraphist aided by an adequate staff of
publication assistants—vide Government of India letter No. 521, dated the 31t Ji uly
1914, printed with G.O. No. 865, Public, dated the 5th June 1915. The considera-
* Which h tions * which the Government of India
ich hold good even now. 4
urged in' support of such a central
agency are :—
(i) The number of unpublished transcripts in the office of the Assistant
Archaeologieal Superintendent for Epigmphy, Southern Cirele, is now F over 9,000.
CTa T Bach ‘year about 600 inseriptions are
i copied, but even with the additional staff
sanctioned in G.O. No. 568, Public, dated 13th May 1912, the Provincial offien
cannot publish more than 100 inscriptions in a year. The slow progress now made
is therefore not one which can be rectified by tinkering with the work of the existing
establishment and the only effective remedy is for the Imperial Government to make
themselves responsible for the publication of ‘the bulk of the inscriptions.
(i) The present Assistant Archaological Superintendent for Epigraphy
(Rao Sahib H. Krishna Sastri) does not possess the power of organization necessary
for carrying through a well-ordered and comprehensive scheme, nor can he control a
staff big enough to cope with the vast amount of material awaiting to be disposed of.
(i1i) Some of the ancient dynasties of Southern India ruled partly in Madras
and partly in the terrifories lying tolthe west and north-west of Madras and had
their capitals outside the Madras Presidency. ‘The records of these dynasties exist in
great numbers in the Kanarese parts of the Bombay Presidency, namely, the Belgaum,
Bijapur, Dharwar and North Kanara distriets. It is there the records are chiefly to
be Found of the Western Chalukyas, the earlier and later Kadambas, Rashtrakutas
and some other dynasties of Southern India. ([Cf. paragraphs 3 and 4 of Doetor
Marshall’s letter at page 3 of G.O. No. 865, Public, dated 5th June 1915.] y
This Government, though they agreed in the above opinion as to Mr. Krishna
Sastri’s capacity for organized work, at first objected to India’s proposal on the ground
that the change of the centre of interest in epigraphy from Madras to Simla would
deprive local students of opportunities for association with the work of publication.
[ Cf. paragraphs 3 and 4 of letter No. 866, Publie, dated 5th June 1915.]

3. On a further assurance from India that their proposals were intended not to
‘hdraw work—either current or in arrears—which the. Assistant Archmological
Tinteudent could do without detriment to his own duties, but to relieve him of
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work which he found under existing conditions impossible o carry out [paragraph 3
.of India’s letter at page 2 of G.O. Nos. 225-26, Public, dated 9th February 19167,
this Government withdrew their objection and accepted India’s scheme as the only
means of satistactorily disposing of the colossal arrears—numbering as many as
10,000 inscriptions—deposited in the Madras office (letter No. 226, Public, dated 9th
February 1916). This acquiescence was mainly due to the prospect held out that
Tmperial would find the cost of the scheme,

4. Tndia’s scheme has however been held in abeyance pending return of normal
financial conditions (vide G.0. No. 489, Public, dated 15th March 1916).

5. Attention is in this connexion solicited to the following question on the
subject asked by the same Additional Member at the last meeting of the Council and
the answer given thereto.—

The Hon’ble the Rasa or RAMNAD — 5

Q.— Will the Goyernment be pleased to undertake the Qublieation of manu-
scripts and copper plates remaining with the Archasological Department yet
unpublished at an early date 7 o

A.—The attention of the Honourable Member is drawn o G.0. No, 47, Public,
dated the 9th January 1914, which has been placed on the Editors’ Table. The work
of publication of the inseriptions is being pushed on consistently with the other work
of the department. A comprehensive scheme for the systematic and expeditious
publication of ail epigraphical collections is under confemplation, but its further
consideration awaits the return of normal finaneial conditions.

A report on the progress of publication work has since been received from
Mr. Krishna Sastri. He has shown therein that it will not be possible to do more
than what is now being done ; and with a view to accelerate the publication work he
has proposed certain additional establishment at an extra cost of Rs. 7,600 per annun
and the conversion of the ¢South Indian Imscriptions’ into a quarterly journal.
The question 18 being examined separately.

As the Government of India’s scheme cannot probably come into fruition in the
near future and as the arrears of unpublished inscriptions is fast mounting up, it may
e desirable to make a beginning locally to accelerate publication. Until the pro-
posals are examined fully we cannot commit ourselves to any line of action. If
after orders are passed on them, it is found that funds are needed, there will not be
any great difficulty in finding them. After all, the amount proposed for allotment
in the resolution is only Rs. 8,000. The Additional Member is apparently only
anxious that some action should be taken to expedite matters. If the position 18
explained to him that Government are considering proposals in that regard he may
not press the resolution. b

6. Orders are solicited as to who will be in charge of the resolution and whether
it should be discussed in Council. '

E.A.V.—6-3-18.
C.R.—6-3-18.
(. RaManusa AcHARIYAR—6-3-18.

_ There is no doubt that thereis a good deal of feeling in this matter. I regret to
notice that the Assistant Archeeological Superintendent does not realize the urgency
of the demand. In fact I have already called for a progress report and shall submit
proposals shortly.

2. The only objection to the acceptance of the resolution is that we have no
data to arrive at the figure 8,000 nor are we yet ready with proposals in the absence
of which it is not possible to promise any expenditure.

i Perhaps the position may be explained to the Raja as suggested in paragraph 5
anove.
R. RaMacHANDRA Ra0o—7-3-18.

The resolution will have to be discussed at the Legislative Council meefing and.
che Secretary should bring the matter up at the meeting of the Executive Council
which examines the business before the Legislative Council meeting.

In the mean.g-bie please let Sir Alexander Cardew see this at once.
g : - PleENTIAND | —7-3-18.
o <2 e E;‘“
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Extract from the Proceedings of an Adjourned Meeting of the Council of the
Governor of Fort St. George assembled for the purpose of making Laws
and Regulations under the provisions of the Act of Parliament, 5 & 6
Geo. V, Ch. C1.

The Council re-assembled at the Council Chamber, Fort St. George, at 11 a.m. on Thursday,
the 14th day of March 1918.

RESOLUTION RE INCREASED PROVISION FOR EXPEDITING
PUBLICATION OF INSCRIPTIONS.

The Hon’ble the Raja of Rasu~ap :—* My TLord, the resolution, which I have the honoar
t0 move, runs as follows —

«XXXIV. This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a sum
of Rs. 8,000 be added to the budget estimate of Rs. 22,900 provided for the year
1918-19 under 26-Ba., Archaological Department (Epigraphy) for pushing
through the publication of unpublished inscriptions, and that a corresponding
reduction be made nnder 45-B., CIVIL WORKS (CIVIL BUILDINGS).

« At the very oatset, I may be permitted to offer to the Groverament our great obligation for
all that has been done in collecting ancient inseriptions and copper plates in such large numbers.
That these inscriptions have largely enabled students of Indian history to unsarth vast treasures
of information otherwise not available, is a fact that no one can gainsay. While what has been
done remains s0, what is still left unachieved seems considerable. In the budget for the year 1918~
19, I find only a provision of Rs. 22,900 is made for the Epigraphical Department under Archa-
ology. My request is o raise it by a small sum of Rs. 8,000 for en‘nblmg the department to

ublish more inseriptions than what it has been a})le to d}o hlhh_el‘tl?. 'l_hat many important events
connected with early Indian history still remain buried in antiquity is & faot ‘quite well known.
As an instance, I can bring to the notice of this Council a great controversy that is now attract-
ing the Tamil world as to which of the two towns —the modern town of Karur in f,ha Tllo),.‘lnopo]y
distriot or Kranganur in the West Coast—was the celebrated capital known as ¢ Vanji ’ of the
famous Chera kings, in days of yore. Iam informed that the Velvikkudi plates in the British
Museam of which impressions are available in the Epigraphist’s office here,and the Chinnamannoor
plates, both relating to 750 A.D., would help a great way to arrive ata satisfactory soldt’l‘on of this
vexed question. Likewise, another important plate known as S Txmva]gngadu plates ” of about
1000 A.D. are also available at that office, and are not issued to the public as yet. Iundersta.nd
from the Government Order that there are something like 10,(}09 inscriptions in the office which
have not yet been critically edited, though some meagre. descriptions of them have now and then
appeared 1n the annual reports. Theso reports, I am credibly informed, may not often be based
on correch and checked texts. For these 10,000 inscriptions, only .prelgmmary texts }.Jave been
made in the Epigraphist’s office without either translations or historical notes on important
details for publication. The work of the department, I am opnstramed to observe, has been
indeed very slow, though considering the allotment made for it, what has been done may be

_ characterised as fair. I think, my Lord, that the public have a right to expect the Government to

do more than what has been done hitherto in the matter. Archology isa _aubject of all-absorb-
ing interest, and people of all shades of opinion are likely to be benefited in some way or other
by the publication of these ancient inscriptions. For a period of sixteen years when Dr. Hultzsch

s at the head of the Madras office, one/finds only 283 inscriptions have been published, which-
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(The Raja of Ramnad.) [l4re Marom 1918.

works at only fifteen a year; and Rao Bahadur Venkiah, who followed him, published none
while here, but had some twenty or less published after he was transferred to the Government
of Tndia, And Rao Sahib Krishna Sastri, for the ten years he has been in office, has published.
only two copper plate inseriptions. Of course, thpir wPrk cannot be solely judged by the
quality of work done apart from their quality. While a single plate may bo comprehensive and
important, several others may e of no consequence and may not cover many pages. From Ehe
report, I gather that about 600 inseriptions are collected in the average every year during the
months of August to Eebruary, and during these months the publication work also is undertaken.
When the collection work is in progress, the Government Epigraphist, with one senior assistant,
is left at the headquarters, and this is all the staff that is now available for doing the publication
work, Each inscription must have a historical C
also explanatory notes wherever necessary. Further, the assistants now employed are nof
ndits, but are only graduates in arts. Now, may I ask whether the Government consider this
| establishment—of one Epigraphist and another assistant—adequate to wade through the over-

whelming collections they have on hand remaining unpublished. For the Aother romaining
months in the year, i.e., from February to the end of July, I am informed, the whole staff is

engaged in reporting on the inscriptions collected in the year. Therefore, the Government \ﬁall

see that the existing staff, by itself, can never show a greater outturn of work than what they

have been hitherto capable of doing which, I may again observe, satisfactory as far as it might

be, is mot all that could be desired. The Government, in their o‘rder‘N'o. 1035, Home

(Bducation), dated 10th August 1917, observe that ¢the number of inscriptions copied and

examined foll from 835 in 1915-1916 to 668 in 1916-1917, The Assistant Archzological
Superintendent for Epigraphy is requested to Hmh forward more vigorously the work of

systematic publication of the inseriptions collected. g 2

¢ Tn the &.0. No. 47, Public, dated the 9th January 1914, to which my attention was drawn
in roply to my guestion put at the last meeting of the Liogislative Council, I find that Govern-
ment have expressed their opinion, which not only completely supports my observations, but
even goes further. i 5

& We find in this Government Order the following observations—

«The attention of the Government has been attracted to the slow progress that has been
made during the last few years in the systematic publication of the texts of mscriptions, copies
of which have been secured by the Ipigraphical Department. In their view, the primary
functions of the department are— e Cen

(@) to search for and take impressions of inseriptions of archaeological interest,

(6) to prepare transeripts from the impressions taken, and to publish in evfenso all
toxts thus obtained which appear to possess any value, together with translations and, where
necessary, facsimiles. T i :

“ T is of much importance that the work of collecting impressions should proceed with all
reasonable speed, lest before this is doe, valuable material should be lost by the destruction of:
the original inscriptions. The Government are glad to acknowledge the activity which the.
Epigraphical Department has displayed in carrying out this work, with the result that a number
of impressions approximating to no less than 10,000 is on record in the office at Ootacamund.
They cannot, however, regard as satisfactory a system of working whereby scarcely one-twentieth
part of this storehouse of archmological material has been made available to scholars and to the
public in its original shape, and which provides little prospect of a more rapid rate of progress
being attained ; nor do they think that the publication either of a schedule of the contents of
inscriptions, such as that givenin the appendices to Part I of the Annual Report, or of a digested
summary of facts gleaned from the inscriptions examined during the year, which forms Part, IT
of the report, can fake the place of such publication. S

« The Government accordingly desire that the Assistant Archeological Superintendent for
Epigraphy will spare no pains to carry forward the work of systematic publication so well
begun on these lines by Dr. Hultzsch and that, to provide time for this, he will bestow less
attention on the preparation of special articles for the Epigraphia Indica or the Annual of the
Director-General of Archmology. . . . . They, however, wish to lay stress on the
importance of providing an exhaustive index to each volume published, and of drawing up
beforehand a detailed scheme of work to be done. The resalts achieved and the programme:
thus drawn up should receive special notice in the Aunual Report on Epigraphy. .= . .”

& All that T now request the Government to be pleased to do in this connexion is what
they have themselves felt as necessary for the better utility of this department, and while the-
usefulness and importance of the work is admitted on all hands, only a scheme that is required
to carry out the intention of Government seems mot yet to have been materialized. If an
officer is appointed exclusively for doing collection and reporting work, then the present
Superintendent, relieved of his report work, can, I think, be made to publish about 400 pages
of printed matter in a year with the assistance of two more capable men. 1f, in addition to this,
the book now called “ South Indian Inscriptions”” be converted into a quarterly or half-yearly
journal, I am told, the help of outside scholars who are in the field can also be secured,
provided some honorarium is offered for approved contributions. We can fairly take that about:
100 pages of printed matter may be got from this source, which would thus make 500 pages.
approximately and which may be taken as sufficient to dispose of about 200 inscriptions every

year. 1 think the publication of 200 inseriptions may be taken as a very fair output, consider--

ing the additional expenditure which is likely to be involved. One more Assistant on Rs. 250.

introduction, a correct text and translation and ®

@)

14te Maren 918, (The Raja of Ramnad ; Sir Alezander Cardew ;
the President.)

or 300, one pandxt on | Rs. 75, and one proof-reader on Rs, 75 or so, with some menial staff’
may approximately cost Rs. 500 a month or Rs. 6,000 a year. At Rs. 10 per page for
approved contributions to be given as honorarium, Rs. 1,000 is required for 100 pages, and.
another Rs. 1,000 I have put down as the probable cost of preparing facsimile plates.
I think, if these things are dome, the magnificent result of getting 200 inscriptions
published every year can be easily achieved. The total comes to only Rs. 8,000, which
I now request the Government to be pleased to add to the budget provision of Rs. 22,900, and
I S‘?c’?d)’,’ trast the Government will not hesitate to accept this most useful and modest
resolution.

The Hon’ble Sir Arexanper Carpew :—“ Your Excellency, I must begin by compli-
menting the Honourable the Raja of Ramnad on the very remya’rkable kuuwlgedge,yl might
almost call intuition, that he has shown in this matter. The accuracy of his figures is guite
remarkable and he has evidently been able to gauge the needs of the department to which
he is referring with peculiar precision. I am sure that it would be a great satisfaction to Rao
Sabib Krishna Sastri to learn that, in the opinion of the Honourable the Raja of Ramnad
what has been done may be characterized as fair. Thatno doubt will be a great gratification to.
him. = As a matter of tact, the work has been done with great care and thoroughuess, and has,
T believe, met with the approval of other distinguished scholars in Europe and in this country.
If the progress has been slow, it has been due partly to the fact that it has been done so
thoroughly.

 There are various ways of dealing with this question of publication. One plan would be

| to continue the method of publication of what the Raja described as the transcript and tran--

| slation of the regular texts. Another plan would be to publish the Tamil transcripts in
| facsimile without any translation ; then those scholars who know Tamil will be able to read
| them and will have the whole material before them. It is an important question to be decided
whether it is hetter to do that or to go on with the elaborate and thorough, but somewhat
slow method, of publishing inscription by inseription. The Government haye not yet consider-
ed what plan is to be adopted in the future. They gow and they have felt for several years:
that the present rate of publication is insufficient. John Marshall, the very talented head
of the department, drew up a scheme to expedite the work, to have several officers who would
work directly under him and teke up a lot of publication work, but unfortunately the war
intervened just when that scheme was nearly completed and the Finance Department of the
Government of India declared that it was not imperatively urgent and o nothing has been dene
as yet.
¢ Rao Sahib Krishna Sastri has sent in certain proposals which tally with remarkable
accuracy with those of the Honourable the Raja of Ramnad and those proposals are under the
consideration of the Government, but the exact method which is to be adopted has not yet been
decided. While I can assure the Council that any monies which can be spared will go to promote
this cause, in which I am personally interested and which the Government collectively desire to
see pushed, T regret that I cannot undertake to accept the resolution in the form it is moved.”
The Hon’ble the Raga oF Raynap:—* I am not anxious to press it. I just wanted to
place this request before the Government, and having done that I do not want to press fithd
His Excellency the Presiprnt :— The Government have every sympathy with the object
of the resolution.”
With the permission of His Excellency the President, the resolution was withdrawn.

2 N. E. MARJORIBANKS,

Acting Recretary to Govt., L. & M. (Legislative) Dept.

MADRAS : PRINTED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT, GO7ERNMENT PRESS.
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