





§ X% 1 . ik 1
el R 'S ;
.

ECTH ON MATT
‘GlNIRAL PUBIJ_C INTEREST. ,‘
: ) - [Wor the Masting of the 13th Augest 1918)

e

NOTES CONNECTED WITH RESOLUTION

# ¥
|
=

-

e

S —— ——

[Sussmor.—Inguiry into the system of moderation

S Certificate scheme.)
. g The Hon’ble Mr. A. 8. Kxisnya Rao Paxrory:— :
1; " This Council recommends that His Ercellency the Governor in Council be

fon inlo the present syatem of moderation of marks for the Secondary Sehool-
mg Certificate acheme, with a view to abolish or modify that system.

Houe (Epvucatiox) Departaest.

The system of moderation of marks referred to by the Additional Member has
been co-existent with the Secondar School-Leaving Certificate scheme. .

for system is explained | paragraph of the report of the speeial

nmi t consi raft scheme in 1908 ( paragraph 15 of the committee’s
O report on page 3 of G.O. No. 510, Rducational, dated the 9th July 1908):—

“ Wo bave not overlooked the fact that different headmasters may set very different

' standards and that there may even be cases of unfair treatment of individual pupils. T'be latter

will, we bope, be few in number and they will in all probability come to light. To ensure

& roasonable uniformity of standard the opinion of the hendmaster will be expressed by means of
marks and theso marks will be * moderated ’ by the marks awarded at the publie

examination,
In this way it will be posible to place the pupils of different schools upon a common footing and
Al the same time to attach great weight to the opinion of the school staff as to the relative merits

B of the pupils in any one school.”

L

"+« 2 When the scheme was published, criticisms were received which struck

. & note of alarm at the introduction of this element of moderation in the scheme.” The
e Gevernment in ing orders expressed the hope that the Secondary School-Leaving
b v Certificate would be able to devise a suitable method which would unot only

check the vagaries of individual headmasters but also secure as far as possible

uniformity of standard—paragraph 6 (iii) of G.0. No. 427, Rducational, dated 21st
July 1909

8. From 1915 onwards the University of Madras came to have a definite repre-
sentation of University members on the Secondary School-leaving Certificate Board
and the work transacted by these members is summarized in the following extract
from the last quinquennial report on publie instruction :—

“ The University nominees are appointed as joint examiuers and the question papers are
sot iu consultation with them by the examiners appointed. The instructions to assistant exam-
Jiners for the valuation of answer books are imued at the examiners’ meeting conjoiutly by the
® naraminer and the joint examiner concerned.  The Uninnitlmnominou also assist in editing the
reports which examiners bave since 1912 been required to submit. Copies of these reports which
contain commenta ou the candidates’ work and answers and suggestions for future id 3
eommunioated in whole or in part to the various schools. A further direction in which a closer
- convexion between the University and the pablic examination has been established is in regard
Yo the moderation of marks. Marks bave been moderated since 1915, 30 as to take int.
‘not only the marks gained at the public examiuation, but also th
obtained ab school. The moderated marks are cntered in the sohool-lea
. accordance with instructions received from the Syndicate in addition toiho;:z'm
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Sinee 1915, the University lan aiso been controlling admission of
leaving certificate ers to collegiate courses of study—please




whether the
N , consider it advisable to
‘:G.o. No. 1589, m(mm).aum-

hter test at the pablie s0 as 10

The auswer given thereto was as follows :—

“ Thoeommtm-dum“hmw bas been misused. ‘C%}’&!

they consider it desirable to take action in the

5. It would thus a
Additional Mewmber.

g!rdo::n.t::nr:%onld be called for and whether it should be discussed

Counerl.

6. Perhaps the remarks of the Director of Publie Instruction

E.A.V.—26-7-18.
T.K. —26-7-18. G
The moderation of marks, which was originally douve % mdwto :‘
reduecing the marking in sohools to & uniform standard, is now evic ’hr
the purpose uf the Uuirmhily" nha;'l;; ‘:r m “pl .m eligible oollegiate
rse. The existing rules for U . L
?::::rpelbtious for the coming weeling conp!unm;&plmd .":t &hni-wh
of Public Instruction has noted in connexion with “wﬂlﬂ.‘ e watter
being recousidered, though he was averse 1o declaring 4

matter is to be ounsidered again, it bas '

Upiversity and we eannot well give an u y x
ising an enguiry, however, there seewns to be no barm especially
‘I);nor:‘:«::%f. lll‘uhlic En'slruohou’; statement referred to above ; but the last

f th lution should obviously be withdrawn. 1f the 4 .
(l,»o m:d?ﬂ.;hc:n, the resolution, if should “-“1 result wiso.
Director of Publie Instruction may be consulted. ,

C Rawawosa Acwamirin—25-T-18.
R Rassonasoss Reo—38-7-18. . 0
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The Honourable Member does not know what be is talking about. Moderation iy g
doeono'imr:: to the candidates who can pass or fail either on M“Q ;

unmeoderated marks. qunymﬂymlshpc'ﬁlu t

[ should say thiat Government is satisfied that there is no cocasion for inquiry.

{. H. Sroxs—80-7-18.

For orders as to whether the resolution may be opposed an
of Plib(l’rio Instruction may be asked bhhm“*- ¥

o 1N b L X
that there is no need for an enqui --u:ﬂbrﬂ-
resolution may therefore, it is | m ¥
uested as to who should hko‘d-!r. of &Omi.hw
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‘bp' awarded ; but it may be fairly admitted that with the limited time at his dis it has

Extract from the Proceedings of an Adjourned Meeting of the Council of the
Governor of Fort St. George assembled for the purpose of making Laws
and Regulations under the provisions of the Act of Parliament, 5 & 6
Geo. V, Ch. 61.

The Council re-assembled at the Coancil Chamber, Fort 8t. George, at 11 a.m. on Friday,
the 16tk day of Aogust 1918,

RESOLUTION RE INQUIRY INTO THE SYSTEM OF MODERATION OF
MARKS FOR THE SCHOOL FINAL CERTIFICATE SCHEME.

The Hon'ble Mr. A. 5. Kxisuxa Bao :—* I beg to move—

*XIV. This Council recommends that His Excellency the Governor in
Council be pleased to inquire into the present system of moderation of marks
for the Secondary School-Leaving Certificate scheme, with a view to abolish
or modify that system.’

“1 do not think that, while dealing with this resolution, I need enter into any elaborate-
discussion of the Secondary School-Leaving Certificate scheme, which was referred to in con-
nexion with another resolution yesterday. The main point underlying this resolution is the

nt system of the moderation of marks for the Secondary School-Leaving Certificate scheme,
which has beea adopted to belp bovs in getting admission into colleges. Amokst the regula-
tions laid down Ly the Syndicate there is one regulation which says that the s obtained at
the publio examination or the marks at the school might be moderated according to a certain
method suggested in order to secure admission into the college. As to the methed to be adopted
they definitely laid down :—* The individual mark gained by him for the last year at school in
each subject will be multiplied by the average mark for the school at the public examination
and the result divided by the average mark of his class for the last year at school. The figure
thus obtained will be added to the individual mark gained by him at the publio examination
and the total will then be divided by two to abtain the final moderated mark.’ The chief diffi-
culty which bas arisen on account of the system of moderated marks is owing to the uncertain, |
indefinite and unsatisfactory method of awarding marks for school work and it has not been
possible to adopt any definite standard for the purpose of awarding marks for the school work |
which is being done at the discretion of the headmaster and his assistants. There is no doubt
the provision that the inspecting officer will bave to check the manner in which the marks are

not n possible for the inspecting officer to exercise an effective check over marks given for

the school work as leisurely and as satisfactorily as they should be checked. This question was

considered by the various inspecting officers and some of the opinions received from them are

embodied in the report of the Director of Public Instruction for 1916-17 which will bear out

what 1 say. This is what is stated by the Director of I'ublic Instruction: *The system under-

which marks awarded bas also evoked criticism. The nature of this criticism may be-
by the following quotations :—

“ Mr. Ransford says: ‘ Giving of marks is very uneven. Itis exceedingly rare to find a
teacher who can give marks at all sensibly for oral work, questions which might be suitable for-
compositions are given in oral work, and the result is an answer of tremendous length and

ly abominably e 2 :

“ Mr. Brierley ’-ys: ‘There are loud complaints, however, that the marks system has
investad dishonest teachers with inordinate powers, but if the inspecting agency is vigilant it is

ible to minimize the causes for such complaints.’

“ M.K.Ry. A. Rama Rao says: ‘ The school marking is often found to be liberal, but
this is probably no more than what should be expected, seeing that the school marking is oon-
fined to the immediate lesson, which is probably fresh in the minds of the pupils.’ : L oak

“ Mr, Cal says: ‘ The system of giving marksis still ry. Marks are-
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RESOLUTION RE I} mﬁo ) THE SYSTEM OF MODERA '  RESOLUTION RE INQUIRY INTO THE SYSTEM OF MODERATION
MARKS FOR T L FINAL OBETIFIOATE SCHEME. lmmnrnmwn%wonarmmé%n‘

(Nr, A. S. Krishna Rao ; Mr. Venkatapati Raju ;

. - (Mr. Stone ; Mr, Narasimha Agyar ; the Presdont.
the President ; Mr. Stowe. ~ ' o ‘marks gi : ; (
EENE 7 ; sctually given to make the school a high. That
‘ “Mr, Champion says: ‘ The marks awarded at the publio examination wore and 7  who gives high marks. The Headmaster gives. higher rarks to puit :
more de those for daily work in school. It is not that college ‘ lows to others than what they onght to bave. The Honourable relies a -
Principals and prospective om bave confined their attention , o _ ; 'uh““ﬂﬂ"r'puton blio Instruction. . No inspector loudly ! #m p.
w\lanrddutﬂnphlhuld:ﬂa.’ .. i . : him. m-%hywﬁ.‘pﬁdﬂnumloodmp buthe does not say whatbe
“Mr, Green says: ‘Mothods of marking in shool may bave improved] theoretically, thinks about

them. says that ‘if the inspecting agency is vigilant it is possible to ¢
minimise the causes for such complai } Iam gquite willing to acoept ‘the resoluti {:’ " N
MWMGovmtdwnldmu?nqniry to be made. Iam ing to _
the inquiry mado. The Government are not asked to initiate the inquiry, bat they ask the
Dimdhum!ndmoﬁmbmh,tbinqniq!hiohhvﬂldotmmwm

Ais 4 5
in the public examination." - “ 1 do not myself beliove that there is any reason or general cause for com laint in to
“ Then it is d“:.nmymm&u thm m-ﬂh;: hjhuqzmhm::duynhool. IdZnoch.ﬁ;h.fthumm‘ofu;nhoolw !
t review Mlo M .uh" u.d' ”m ‘tbg'* un H & ‘Iﬂlﬂn!ﬁ ~am pre to "”h‘“"m" W5
.ﬂu and that the corements of dead fashions etil dh'hodo.(.hlbo . Such an inquiry and see what jmﬁﬂauontbonmthu {omphinta,and alnopinqp:n':inhtho
2 soncuicn would. b lelending } S Bt b I e e general wibject of giving marks, I do not ﬁcbitt-»boundo:doodth&t[nmouhngmzuper-
' into  *

ionqnlbgwbodyolhnbmor.d-itﬂngthuhirbouﬁduonbepmpedy
question.”
that so far as the giving of marks in the sohools i

The Hon'ble Mr. B. V. Namastuna Axyaz :—* In its smended shape the resolution is so
inquiry. The rules for the moderation of marks suggest that apart
4

watery that it is almost worthless, and I do not know what - is going to be done by this

e A e e s b0 chow the Sadils MI“ amendment. The Government are inquiring into matters of edueation from time to time and i
:d‘n-hng" the manls.. Thay ;i'n very marks 0 some 1o show the school average low, \ this is one of thow inquirice—some inquiry is to be made li"'” wome matter. »/Phs'msin object { o
Ap‘n’ from lond complaints, reforred to by one of the Inspectors, thore have been complaints 5 of the mover as disclowed in his original resolution has not ecn furthered. ?:h’ main object of
whibh $he headmoniuest e dhale akn Mt opealy ackno to the giviag of marks T our examiners in India seems to be to plough as many candidates as possible

arbitrarily which amounts almost to jobbery. There is / _
giving marks. I do not say that the system be done away with. After an inquiry is made, f exa
will be time enough to consider whether the system shoald be altered.” j

The Hou'ble Mr. B. Vexxararart Rajo:—"1 have great ploasare in
proposition  The moderation of marks is not a matter which will help the candidates to
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His Excollency the Pxesrowwr :—* I cannot allow a general discussion on the system of

The Hon'ble Mr. B. V. Namasrwma Avvar:—* What there was in the origi motion is
lost in tho amendment. We do not know with what object this inquiry is to be made. We

E

. sl w that the income-tax resolution was moved with one obj but its -acoeptance and
aximn?h% ﬁmm u.atr:::‘ .M“‘l‘?‘lhb’; M‘.h':' clam marks 3 . Tk ::lomut defloated that object. The same is the case with mgnJ:l,t' to this resolution. I would,
- : sugwont xamination boen oond | e ; :
g ki g jous Sv0 condusied Ta el Sonaibie '8 0 st hate 1 ‘z:::?mmyr_?w-gumtmnmdmeng because there are greater chances of evil coming
any need for moderation. There is both trudt and distrost in teschers. Without any system good.

of marks, they can allow teachers to ify as to whe can go to the higher class. Bt when His Excellency the Presiomxy :—* [ will only make one remark. We are going to have
you distrust, you allow teachers to give students marks. ith this hard systom of examination 5 facks bofore us and we can form our own opinion on the facts collected. Thatis what the
there is a temptation in the way of teachers to manipulate the marks. If we t&i thie - Director of Poblic Instruction bas in view.”

moderation system and go back to the old system of examination, where you make
¢  mare difficult it wmill be worse. Having in view, the dosrability of secing that &
l of candidates pass an examination either under the cue system or the other, y
| Aoy system you like which will sait the people at large.”

His Excellency the Pumstorxt :—* I understand that there has been an adj ustment
the Honourahle the Director of Public Instruction and the Honourable Mover by which :
Honourable Mover was agreeable to an amendment that has boen suggested. W, it not
better to have the final form of the resolution #*' 3

The Hon'ble Mr. J. H. Svoxs :—* This is the amendod resolution.™

His Excellency the Puzstorxt :—'* Who is responsible for this amended resolution ? W
must know who is responsible for it, having regard to the basiness chamoter of this -4

The Hon'ble Mr. A. 8. Kuusuxa Rao :—* I have no objestion to the amended resolution.
I bave asked for an-inquiry and the Director of Public Instruction says that there is no
to baving an inquiry wade if there is no reference to the moderation system in the
His Excellency the Presioext :—** The words of the resolution hnuthuluhl.

to me."”

The Hen'ble Mr. J. H. Sroxe :—* The point is that I shall have to reply either to the one
resclation or the other.”

The Hono’ble Mr. A. 8. Krishna Rao then read the modified resolution which was na
( R
“ Thie Council recommends His Kxcellency the Governor in Couneil be-pleased to cause
an inquiry be made into the manner in whioh marks are awarded for school work under the
scheme for the award of secondary school-leaving certificates.”

; -:'v » The amended resolation was put and agreed to.

3
3

N. E. MARJORIBANKS,
. Acting Secrelary to Gool., L. & M. (Legislative) Dept.
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