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S JOHN MARSHALL, Kr,C.LE, Lim.D, ¥.8 4,

Director General of Archeology in India,

-
The -Secretary to the Government a+¢ Madrae,

Homé LEducation) Department,

Madrsas,

Simla | g, 3784 May

SIR,

Adress vou

sOUu regarding the con-

VB Ol The site of Amaravati tupa in the Guntur
~
District of tne Madres Er;;idenc;, ag _inspection note on
L 39
Wihleh dated April 15th, 1918, has recently been forwarded
%0 me for informatiom P7 the 4rchaeclogical Superintendent, §
San+t -3 o 3‘7-'\’?' . - i
L ~ - > - - il
VN In t e te referred to Mr. “ongnurst draws atten-
tion to the -Ireparable damage done by amateur explorers
in the Paet, and to the present unsatisfactory condition
.
§ the site ang L€ rightly urges that steps should be
taken to precerve the faw

remain.,

measures which appear

nor desirable. I refer in parti-

Cmrendations m

made in raragraphs 5 and 9

nis note. The first to the treatménf-af‘the
yradakshigg‘patha Or processional path which once sur-
rounded the mgin stugé.' The stupas itself has entirely
vanished ang 80, too, has the limestonefrailing which
bounded the brocessiongl path on its iﬁnqg side. of
the actual Processional peth all that now remains intaget #t

is a small Section between the south and west gaééi&ys,
- and
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and of the granite railing which ie said to have encom-
paseed 1t on its outer side nothing is left but some w‘

detached pieces'the original pcositions of which are no

¥
[

longer traceable. The manner in whieh Vr. Longhurst pur-

poees to treat these surviving remsins is this. He prd;

-~

roges to reconstruct the whole of the proceseional path

either of modern concrete or of old stone slabs laid on
a8 bed of concrete, the concrete being supported on the

inner and outer sides by retaining walls of brick.

e J
o

urther, he proposes to re-erect eight of the granite
illers belonging to the outer rail and to define the
position of the rest of this rail by a modern brick wall,

7il]l also serve as a compound wall to proteet
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involve a very considersble expenditure, which, in my
fiable, but they would have the effeect
of giving a modern spicle andespan appearance to the site,

which is anifestly open to objection. To demarcate the

more intelligible to visitors is an eminently desirable
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the costly
and elaborate methods contemplated by Mr.Longhurst. A1l
that is needed when the site jg sdequately drained is to

vRO existing pavement slabs ( where relaying is

and mud and to demarcste the rest of the Processional
path by edging it round on the inner ang outer sides
with the broken pieces of the 0ld pavement. The central

rart of the rathway within the edging may either be paved

.

| With the same broken slabs. (.if there are sufficient for
T 2 .
\ the purpose) or turfed over. The cld pavement slabs can

be laid in mud and grass allowed to grow between the
interstices. This rlan haes been followed most success-

fully at Sanchi,and is nore economical and effective and
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anoient granite ?alustrade for which it is intended folﬁk §

tho substitute / Nor qgu} understand Mr. Longhurst whoﬁ.hn”

S eays that this granite/originally enclosed the site: ‘and
' therefore a new "compound wall" may as well follow this

as well as any other line. The granite railing referred

to was deeigned to enclose only the main stupas and its =

& i
pProcessional path, but the site must have embraced many >

other monuments besides the mein stupa, and it would,
therefore, lead to a wholly erroneous impreseion, if a ¢
modern compound wall were erected around the latter,
and the ground whereon the stupa once stood thus effectual
-1y separated from the rést of the site. Wherever the
ancient limits of the *Lz/iave been, they. wer: certainly
at a considerable distance from the stupa, and this fact
must be borne in mind in determining the alighment of any
new wall. In view of the faet that Ir.Longhuret suggests
the possibility of rurtrer éxcavation on the site, if may
be advisable to defer erecting anything more than a tem-
porary fence until the excavation is completed.
F PN \ Z&In paragraph 9 of his note Mr.lLonghurst recommends
: -

’) b“——”' the erection of modern brick walls to enclose the area
of the o0ld south gateway and of brick piers "in the new
wall", to indicate the positions of the remaining thrae
gateways. It is not clear why Mr. Longhurst wishes to
differentiat® between the treatment of the southern and
other three gateways or what idea he wfshes to convey
to visitors by his proposed pairs or piers built into

\ the new compound wall. Certainly the visitor who took ;
| note of these indications would be likely to infer from
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’ I believe, noAtraae at Amaravati, Apart fﬁdmiﬁhe

e

inference which might be drawn from them,it 32é9§?8 to

refers to the Small gtupa éXcavated some Jears ago by My,

the most important objeet on the site. I shaly be grate-

subject . -
: I have the honour o be,
P e
o3 B
Your most obedient Servant, ;j
Director General.
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moved into t

still be seen.

that during'thc
formed the

(1) The

INSPECTION NOTES ON THE AMARAVATI STOPA, GUNTOR DISTRIOT.

GeNerar Rexarxs.—All that now remains of this famo 7
a small ruined stipa and the basement of a little brick temple still stand just without th
south gateway and a number of muotilated scul i
considered worth removing to the
The site covsists of a large open flat
ruined stone paved processional path which

stone railin i
, of the usual Bud g ra that once stood in the eentre

aud which was enclosed y the beautiful white limestone raili , the bas-reliefs of which are

o familiar to the educated public, is no longer discernible. F

and a few carved

vanished,

So-od of big upright granite blocks eonnected together with stone rails
hist t

slabs alone remain on thg site but all traces of their ori

all round by some former explorer of the site and left open, with the resalt
rains the ditch is full of water and the huge upright blocks of
posts of the miling that enclosed the site have fa
now buried in earth and debris.

in beight which is continued- all

dumps of broken stone and brick bats unearthed doring the excavations an
u planted in the approximate centre of the site, presumably,
rek indicates the position of the stOpa that once stood on
also been planted at tf
round the greater length of the processional path. This was a
now of considerable mze with
excavation around this area.
meut is an oblong open enclosure constructed by the Public Works De
of the few remaining sculptures i
the watchman who is permanently retained to look after the site on bshalf of
The general appearance of the site is that of a disused stone quarry overgrown with rank
vegetation and whioh has been converted into a pnblic latrine by t
live in the hyts which surr
obvious that this unsatisfactory state of affairs cannot be
of this famous monument at loast must be clearly demares
femaining antiquities and carved blocks
mainly for the guidance of the Public Wor
out the repairs, proposed below, I will describe each item separately : —~
difch.—Before any repairs can be ca
outer side of the stone paved processional path should be filied in with brick bats and earth
op to the lovel of the path. As mcntiomrabove,t
which onee supported lE:
broken and owing to their vast weight and the trouble
attempting to refix them in position, they may be allow

the eastern side of the path there are eight of these bl
diteh is not so dee i

against the

supported all round with a well-rammed filling of bro

settioment. There is any quantity of material for this work stacked o
ired for levelling

of the ditch,

(2) Loose blocks of stone.—Wheb the ditch has been filled in,
lying on the path or vutside the site which are of interest and worth
E: central area. The same remarks apply to the
Works Department enclosure. When
this enclosure will no
be demolished and
moving all the large
work is because su
a gateway on the sou

7 inside any of these huge blocks of stone. If the officer in ch
kindly inform me when h

visit the site and point out on the spot which particnlar stones are worthy of

used as building material in carrying out the present work. The object o P
aud heavy stones of interest into the central space at this stage of the
bwan

>

us Buddhist monument is the site

and carved stones which were not

wusenm by those who formerly excavated the site may
circular grass space surrounded by a

was once enclosed on its outer side by a massive #

pe. The site of the masonry sti

roken portions of the railing

ginal positions have A B
outer side of the processional path a ditch about 4 feet deep and 6 feet wide

i?nite that once
llen over into ditch and are
On the outer side of the ditch is an embankment about 12 feet

round the eireular site. The flat central space is covered with
d a margosa tree has
80 that visitors may know that

this spot. Margosa trees have
ie four cardinal points, where the old gateways used to be, and also all

mistake because the trees are
roots in proportion which offer serious obstruction to all future
On the north-eastern side of the site and on top of the embank-
partment for the custody
e enclosure is a shed for
the Government,

s and carved stones. Alongside of th

he local villagers and pigs who .

ound the site on the east and northe

m sides respectively. It is .

allowed to continue and that the site

sted and steps taken to preserve the .
of stone on the spot. As these notes are written

ks Depa:tment officer who may be deputed to carry

rried out, the ditch which surrounds the

here are a number of big granite hlocks

stone railing lying- at the bottom of the ditch. As most of these are
and expeuse that would be involved in
ed to remain where they are. But on
ocks in fair condition and here too the
These eight blocks should be refixed in an upright position
path. When in position, they should be

ken stone and brick bats so as to prevent
n the spot. The earth
hich surrounds the outer

up the ditch can be obtained from the mound w

all the big blocks of stone
y of preservation should be
larger stones within the Public
the repairs proposed in these notes have been completed,
longer be required, so the brick piers supporting the wooden fencing ma*

ently the whole site will be enclosed by a brick wall 3’ 6” in height with
side. Once the compound wall is bailt it will be a difficult matter to

arge of the work will .
e is ready to bave the stones in question moved within, T will %
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remain in use as a public latrine and a reudi.gqgf ground

v \f‘”éryM the Director G

with me during the ceming tw

him of the necessity fer WM,“ which can cnly be properly under-
gtcod by one theroughly familiar w![g the eite and 1te present appalling
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I have the hcnour to be,
Sir,

Your mecst cbedient servant,

\
Superin.endent.
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The . Secretary
to the Govermmm mr*
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have th onour to h in los 0 ; t.r. ]
. o W the honour to say that in % encl ,ur_e t/p_you let 143

oottt Iud, edtaoalnie gg(\‘,

e T MR e,

jS oo Longhurat does not appear.to haveﬂttempted to meet Sir J‘ohn

(A Timrr

Y¥arshall'e objections to his Various prOposale regard ng Anarava.

*b‘? jgﬁl_t ie not only thet Sir John objects to

brick wall, he objects aleo to the'positiom in ﬁlic.h it is -

e“t

to erect it, that is, in place of the rail‘a:oi\ind the stupa.

objects also to a number of other proposals in ¥r. Longhurst's 1 )

to which the latter now makes no reference, notably to the|
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down of a concrete pradashina, and the erecticn of piérs to ma

position of the old entrances, his reason. in this case .being th

“ such piera would suggest that origipally toranas stood in the e
positione analogoue to thore at Bharhut and Sanch:l -a point ‘0

wvhich no evidence exists. All that Xr. Longhurat now urges

the site must-be adequately protected. Sir John lxarsha] 1 a:
But surely t.his can be done without reaortmg to the u&

R L L @ i proposed by Mr. Longhurst, which would make it*ast etaﬁex
- »F » i " %4 than ite first. If a modern brlck wa.ll is unanidable i
PR P gam{ be kept outside a.nd clear of the ancient monuenta o,nd

If erected where Mr. Longhut’f

& mere compound wall.

i mc:l.y along the outer edge of the proceasional» =
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‘of the ancient site. Sir John

could be afforded to the site by a sditeble hedge

poss:lbly the two combined. This, however,, ma‘.;q‘

Il evuld, however, invite renewed attention to the d’etai'

his letter of the 31st May, and urge that due considera
given to 8ir John's proposals before the costly, and in aalw
objecticonable measures, advocated by Kr. Longhurst are carried-

do not consider that Mr. LonghurstSletter No. 374 is in any

&n answer to the weighty objections which Sir John Karshall

raised'@

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient eervantv

0ffg. Director General.
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