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. EXPLOITING THE STUDENTS
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‘Presidency have already opened, and in
a fortnight, the Oolleges_ will follow suit.
Accordingly, the annusl rush for school
and college books has begun, and. during
the nexf. few days, publishers will be,
reaping a wealthy harvest. In India,
‘specially in this Province, most of the
ook prescribed by the subhorities are
ithe _property of non-Indian firms,
land though the students obtain
’ﬁhem from  refail hbook-sellers, the

 forei companies e enjoying a
opoly, and, a8 mghh be ex-!

they donothesitate in exp‘nmng

| b bo the best of their power. In some

instances, these publishers have fortified |

| their porition by a very ingenious device.

| A clever member of ﬂha Educational

' Service undertakes to ““abridge” some

| master-pioces of wellknown writers, 8oy
that.though the original work is avmlnhle
ab all book-sellers and prblishers,
the abridged volume, which alone

is prescribed as the text-book, forms,

| the copyrizht of a single company,
‘which utilises this monopoly to shake the
pagoda twee, The members of the LE S.
have their own share of the gold, having
been.  the authors, and since the
power of fixing the  text-books
/is vested in them, the game of exploita-
‘ﬁozr.goe.s on memily. The scandal has
- ughu to public novice on  several
’ ons, and the Government of
Bombay even sustained a crushing defeat:
|in the Legislative Council, becatse of
| heir refassl fo attemph a solution.
f i on, nevertheless, perhaps

known or even dreams of

g on the sbidants

'have grown more acute by reason of the,

ar, abany rate by the pretexs it has

ver: the exploiters to play their game
with greaber zeal. The prices of books
have been increased, and are being
increased almost daily. There seems to
lbe no limit to the rise, and no regular
: . Oae ssn understand

or even 25 per centy
rise in the cosb
rNc such limit seems 0 have been fixed,
land we ghell give here a fow instancas to
show the real natare of the ise. A book
£ G Iy, 8 d  previonsly lar:
e:ghh—-an
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the increase in price exceeds the ¢otal
{of poduoﬁmn. Another bo

fThe preaem selling c
\from fifteen snnas to one mpee iy

annae, and the margin of profit sllo

40 hoolc-gellers hag been actaally redu
The publithers are now demsnding a
cresso of five annag over the prei
' price, and the cost of production
‘to-duy is not liku‘.y to be four annas:
h'notoughly it been o

ry poorly gob up, is sold for double the
price. Ard the scandal does mnot end
g ‘Though  the ;mblmhers are
given previous intimation of a certain
'book having been proseribed as a text,
they stock only a very limited nnmber of |
copies, the bulk of which is bought ont-
iright by some wealthy book-sells
‘who, in. his  turn, exploif
monopoly. The average student is
\thas viobimised not merely by the edn
cationiss who ‘*abridges ” the book and |
\gets it prescribed as the text, bub nlw
by the publisher and the miﬂdlem

?n he would have had to
poly had been nnflu-ly
browzht into pla;
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Locar, axp Munrorear ( Lre1staTIve) DEPARTMENT.
Home (Education) Department.
The Hon’ble Mr. B. Venkatapati ‘Raju.

94 @ —Has the atteniion of the Government beew drawn to the abnormal prices fixed by
the firms and soarcity in some mstmmes of text-hooks preseribed by the hduumoml authorities in
schools and colleges,” apasing. lelbhe be pleased
to state whether they propoue to take any action H“_ tiatlen.?

[Mesting of the 13th August 1018] .
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To the Eon'ble Diwan ab

Dated the 4th August 1918
¥0.C.134/1918.
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98 Q.—]':ﬂas the nttenf;wn of the Government been drawn to-the abnormal pri;es ixod B;m

the firms and scarcity in some instances of text-hooks prescribed by the in
! sohools and colleges ?  Will the Government be pleased to state whether they propose to take any
action in the matter ?
98 A Yes. The matter has been examined by the Director of Public Instruction and it
doos not appear that any action is called for. The rise of prices of books seems
inevitable under existing conditions.
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