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Home
1918 regarding the question
the principles laid down in the>Govern
ment of India's letter No.31 Books dated l4th Narch 1918 -

I have the honour to state that a8 ordered in G.O.No.b&8

-

o

fducational dated 23rd June 1913, the collections oB books
the library attached to the office of the Registrar of

Books has been rmade accessible to the members of the

public who require to use them, admission being restricte




V Lo those who are readers in either the Connemara orbthe

11 OOws o aa .
{; vrienial

card catalogue of books is also r:lntuxned i~ the library.

il seems 10 re therefore that the existing arrangements

practicelly comply with the requirements of -the d
req X overw

of the opinion that in ordex te throw the library open to

the public additional accommodation and an additional libraypy
staff ld te required. But I do not believe that any
useful purpose would be served by making the library avallables
for public use. Any such expangion of the library will,

fear, jeopardize seriously the realisation of an important

object of maintaining it, which I take to be the preservation

of at least one copy of all the books published in the

Presidency with a2 view to the future. A very large
proportio f the boocks in the lidbrary wmight rather be called

phlets, many are single sheets, Few have any
intrinsic vs}ue/b': any of them however unimwo”tant.nowbn@y
prove o0 reat use to future historians and sociologists,

fear greater importance than thedr accessibility.
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I have the honour to be,
B1T.

Your most obedient Servant,

~
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(
for

Director of Public Instruction

anuscripts Library. To facildtate reference a

)f Indiag The Registrar of Xooke whom I have consulted is

This is why I think that the preservation of the books is of

;were laid down in regard to the maintenance of

Please see paragraph 3 of the Govt
letter on page 1 of G.0.No 498—% FEden. dated]
1918, in which the following general ”pri

provincial -colleation of tho books ﬂelivorrd und
sectiong 9 (a) of the Pross/Rngistration of Bof“
Act, 1867 :-

(1) The books delivered to local Governme
should after review of examination by the local o
cial reporter be retained in one place and made

accessible to publie use;

(2) The Government should retain copies of
ﬁooks as are required for their use and such as are

considerod to be unsuitable for publie use: and

(3) The authorities of publie libraries to
booku may be made over should agree to ca.talogu

}properly and preserve them carefully.
it

2. The D.P.I. who was asked to submit p
sals for giving effect to the above prineiple
out that in regard to (1) the\ colleetion
iin the library of the office of the
has been made a.ocbssﬂ)le to the st;udpnts (
_— Cm——
!pnembers of the public ) who are rpaﬂ

omemara or the orienta.l l&nuqcripts-
Director is of opinion that the ex:ls*
| ractical ly'oomply with the roquirme 3
\ £ India and tha.t no usofal purpos
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making the Library available for puﬁiié*ui
It is doubtful whether the above opin
the Director will be agreed to in view of thi
'that the object of the Govt. of India 1s appar;
‘to make the library available for use of the pu
and not for CASIIEITIEPa 1imited class of pu
The Diroctor'ﬁhain idea appears to be that the -
servation of books is of greater importance than

their accessibility. of course the pteservation
libraries of every publication without respdg % %o
its valuePs of utmost importance, but the objeet of
such preservation is that it may he readily accessib
to students and research workers-c.f. para 29 of’}

India's letter No.33, dated 14th March 1918, on page
1 of G.0.No.873, dated 7th July 1918, IT the Regls
is to be thrown open to the public}additional accoll—
modation and mmEA additional staff would be required
and it may not be posdible to provide additional abcg

=
£

modation tn the old College buildings where it is now%
located. When the University Buildings are construcf%
the oriental Manuscripts Library and the University 8
Library will be removed from the Museum buildings anﬂ
some space will be available for the Registrar's .
library. But this will not be in the near future.
It may be noted that in commeetion with the pronosal
of the Govt. of India regarding the establishment of
copyright libraries in India, H.FE. the Govornor‘Ob;
served :— -
"Until the decision of the Govt. of India (
"regard to the establishment of copyright libra
"is announced and legislation undertaken it

~ "necessary to consider details of @ecommenda
!i “stalf.”
[ 1§ however it is now considered desirab
Provide at legst some additional accommodatisnj

lmhé Registrar's library with a view to giver
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, 3. The Director has nat offere.d, any
~ the second principle laid down by the Govt.
}\pparently all the books received in the Regi
Library are preserved therein and none of them
at present sent to the Government for retent‘i':,
the ground of their unsuitability for publie 7 :
The Director may perhaps be requested to issue
instructions to the Registrar of Books' to send s
books to Govt. in future instead of retaining them

m@w%ﬁv.

4. As regards the third prineiple, it r‘oes‘ o
appear that anv books have hitherto been made over
to the authorities of YW public libraries. Tt mav

50 A/o : /;.?Z &O be noted that to facilitate reference a card cate—
‘gue of books is being maintained in tlh%a ibrarv-M,,

‘ction appears to be #Mnecescarv in tegard to this,_‘:
ﬁoint. ‘

1 5. Should itSEe decided to agree with the
opinion of the Diroctor the papers may be ‘
R(-‘cordpd.
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