


His Excellency
The Right Hon'ble the Lord Pentland,

Governor of Madras.

Your Excellency,

The Elizabeth R.Voorhees Colle_ge esteems it a peculiar pri-
r*'lege to receive the Governor of this Presidency iﬁto its halls, and to
extend to Your Excellency a most cordial welcome. Upon a previous occasi
at the time of another visit to Vellore Your Excellency was pleased to visi
the institution and to inspect some of the classes in the High School and 4
in the College Departments. But upon this occasion we are able to take
special pleasure in welcoming to our new College building the Cobb Memorial
Hall, the Chief Representative in this Province of His Majesty the King, thi
Emperor of India. Our pleasure is heightened by the fact that on this occa
sion Your Excellency comes not only to visit this Institution, not only te ‘ 3
be present upon this auspicious ceremony, but to formally open to the youi":h'\ .
of this community and eity these portals of learning. ,*’ g

Particularly do we consider ourselves most happy in that as
one who has taken so vital an interest in the advance of edﬁcation among
the people of this Presidency, and whose every endeavour has been toward
the enlightenment of the youth of this Province of His lajesty's Empire,
Jour Excellency has consented to be preseat. From time to fime have we
realised that in Your Excellency have all those who® have given themselves
Q;c the uplift of lowly, to the training of the youth of this land for the
tesks that await them in life, and to the holding ever high the noble ideals
of manhood and courage, had a true friend. Your Excellency's kind consider
tion of the needs of the educational institutions and of the hest methods
of securing the goals toward which we are striving has always been a source

of great encouragement to kasters aud to students. liay we not say that it

was this kindly interest of Your Zxcellency that has made possible this

most happy and auspicious visit to Vellore.
In the name of the Councll of the mtexq, md of the
'Voorhees College, I desire to. extend to Your Bxcellency a most oori,{‘

e e beg to remain,

ir <1
Your most obedient servants,




His fixcellemsy ! ;
The Right Honoursble The Lord Pentland, G.C.I.k.,
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Governor of Madras.
Your Exeellency,

: ; v e . s ; AS We are here assembled upon this most happy and
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’ most favourable occasion it becames my plea,la.nt duty to: revi
briefly the histery of Cobb Memorial Hall which Your Lixcel-

leney has just declared open.

2

For several years our only a.ccommodatlonl for the

classes of the College Department were exceeding]y cramped a.nd
entirely unsatisfactory. With the hope of securing property,
upon which a large building might be erected the Mi gsion

authorities entered into negotiations with the owners of the

i

land upon which this building mow stands md secured the

promise of sale. Upon the stremgth of this promise in the

year 1906 just at the time tﬁat & Veputation of the Reforn}ed,
Churech in America came to visii; Bokm the Arcot Mission, the
Cornerstone was laid by the late Ur.H.N.Cobb on the site where
this building, ereeted to his memory, mow stamds. With i’ul,'l i

exp ectation that the new bulldmg would soon be z#ea.lity he
looked into the future and saw the imereased adva.nt es tle
youth of this district would enjoy. The realization/his hopes
was however mot to be at once achieved for the property became
involved in litigation amd the agreement terminated. Aga.in .
the future looked dark and conditions became most trying
especially when subsequently an exorbitant figure was placed
upon tiis property by the owners. : : : i
Tien, as Your Excellemcy will remember, in the year
1915 when Your Excellency visited Vellore, a deputation of the
ission Auborities waited upon Your kxcellency and placed s .
before Your Emellenfy tﬁe action that Govammnﬁ/ hé.d been
pleased to take in certain instances for the acquisition of :
lands for educa.tlonal pu.rposes. Your Dxnellency became
ed and through Youwr Excellency's kind influence




4
was pleased to acquire for the College this present site of
land whereon the Cobb Memorial Hall is erected. With all
possible speed the dismantling of ‘the small building that
stood upon the site was commenced and in February i917 the
foundations of the present structure were laid. Notwith- :
standing the many ‘delays that were-occasioned in the Proeurhng
proguring of the necessary materials and in the securing of
transportation facilities the work aiva.nced rapidly and
within the brief period of si_’xteen months the building is

ready for use. :

When one pauses to realize that Voorhees College is

; '
_the highest educational institution of the Arcot Mission and

that the youth from all districts of ‘the Mission continuing
their education come to this institution, one can understand 'd
the large opportunity it has. Further thoughout in the

matter of the educational benefits of the surrounding commu—
ity brings the recognition that it is the leading institu-
tion in this district and that its horizon of influence is '
not the limits of the Municipality but that it counts upon

its xom rolls students from this andother districts. And

among its graduates may be counted men in every walk of life i ]
stationed in various parts of the Empire. I[ts aims have
ever been the Qplift of thelowly, the strengthening of the
physique, the development of the intellect, and the moulding | ”
of (.zha.ra,c'ser .after the pattern of the Man of Galilee. ! 3
A few statistics may pot come amiss in arriving at 6
an idea of the work of Voorhees College. We have upon the
rolls of the College Uepartment 52 seniorr students md 48
Jjunior students making the total of 100 in the College
Department. In the High School there are 512 and in the
Lower School 547 making the total stremgth of the instigu—

tion 1159. At the last public examina.tiqns out of seventy
_candidates of the School Fimal Class in the High
twenty four passed the Government Examination and six
Supplementary students completed the Secondary Sehool-"

Leaving Certificates mking a percentage of forty”tm:eé
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In tte Intermediate Examinations out of forty eight s-’gﬁdms ;
thir teen paséed completely and eleven partially, making a
percentage of Approximately thirty seven. ;

The gréater participation which the larger accommo-—
dations afforded in this new building open to us in the noblef
effort put forth by the people of Great Britain to widen the i
sphere of knowledge, to 1ift to higher planes of morality, ‘
and t(; instil the highest ideals in the 1iws of the people
of this great land, we hold as a royal trust to which we
pledge our best effort and our undying allegiance.

For this manifestation of the interest in the educa~
tlon of this digtrict of which this visit of Your Lxeelleﬁcy
is the assurance; for the recognition and the assistance
rendered te us by the officers of the Government and of the
Department, for the mrtlﬂeevi éeneces of the kind consideration
shown by the ladies and/gentlemen of the di striet and of
the station we are sincerely thankful.

We beg &x leave to thamk Your Lxeellemcy for the
honour of this visit which will ever be vividly assooiated
in our memories with the opening of these portla.ls of learning
to the youth of Vellore and of the surrounding districts, ;
and venture to bespeak for this institution a conbinuation

of the interest Your Excellengr has already shown.

We\ beg to remain,
Sir,
Your most obedient servants,
The Principal, the Council,
The Masters and the studemts of
The Elizabeth R. Voorhees College.
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ily dear Ramachandra Rao, &
His Excellency has consent
open the Cobb Memorial Hall, the new building fo
» Intermediate Classes in Voorhees College, Vellore
the 12th instant. I send herewith copies of the
. sddresses which will be read on the occasion. fo
kindly let me have a short note showing the help
the Government have given if any towards the Hall, |
' the evening of the 7th August?

Yours sincerely,

fehhon
-

n'ble
Diwan Bahadur R.Ramachandra Rao Avl.,
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Dr..Scudder, ladies and gantlemen
I think T en rlght in saying that

65 years have passed 'since the Arcot liission c_ommeneed its
- work in this distriet, and I an sure that no words of n}iné
are needed to commend it to the citizens of this town whoA
" have daily evidences of the beneficent activities in which
it is engaged and of the mammer in which it has devoted
itself to promoting the wélfare of a distriet with which
Cits history is so closely identified. I can myself cléim

some personal knowledgs of that work and of its value, and

it was therefore a great pleasure to accept the kind invita-
tion extended to me by the liission authorities to visit :
Vellbre on my way to Madras and fo have the h[mour of taking
part in two functions which mark notable additions to ‘the

equipment of the ilission for the great task which it has so ;

generously and devotedly undertaken. Dr.Scudder has given u\si}

some particulars of the difficulties which impeded the com- =
pletion of the project to which ‘this lMemorial Hall is dua,“
but from what I know of the Arcot Nission the greater the '_

difficulties the greater the enthusiasm with which they approc
an undertaking. So far from daunting or discouraging them,

impediments and hindrances merely add to the zest of final i

success. I shall therefore offer no condolences on the

obstacles which delayed the constructlon of this Hall and ' *

ent myself with offering my heartiest congratulat:.ons on

cont
.the comclusion of their labours and on results of which they

have every reason to be proud. I am confideat that this 'g f

add]_tlon to the Voorhees College not merely as a materlal

fabric but as a cenfre of learning and a training ground of

enlightened, conscientious and God-fearing citizens, will
* justify the hopes to which Dr.Scudder has given expression. : |
There is an additional reason for the pleasure I feql din
- being here today to which T feiel sure R 0
refer. The Arcot liission represents to the

district the highest and noblest ideals of the great nation

to which its members belong and I feel sure that al



prlde Whlch they must feel that great as 1s the &e 1;
which c1v1hzat10n and humanlty owe to thelr couitry 1

grea’cer opportumtles of services, and I would aaki

all to express the hope that in that work thls Hal

Peie s > Lo ¢ ._ o e : . " bears w1tness and of the honoured name of hlm to who {

memory 1t has been raised.
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