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No. 1011, dated Bombay C;stle, the 7th February 1918,

From—L. RoBERTSON, Esg., C.S.1., Chief S y to Gov t, Bomb

Yy

To—The Political Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign and Political

Department,

: [ am directed to submit for the favourable consideration of the Government
oA lndlaf proposal for legalising, by amendments in the Reformatory Schools
ct, 1897 (VILI of 1897), the detention in reformatory schools in British India of

Juvenile offenders as regards whom any criminal court.of a Native State or any

criminal court established or continued by the authority of the Governor General
in Council in the territories of any Foreign Princ: or Chief, and duly empowered
in thxs.beh?lf,.has directed that they shall be sent to such a school. Their
detention, it is proposed, should be for such period as the court may have
directed, subject to the limits laid down in section 8 of the Act.

- 3. The Government of Bombay have consulted the Political officers in the

ombay Presidency, almost all of whom are in favour of the proposal. The
Native States are not in a position to establish reformatory schools of their own,
and therefore find themselves obliged to send  their juvenile offenders to ordinary
Prisons, w}'xere they havq to associate with hardened and habitual criminals. The
Governor in Council believes that a number of Native States will be willing to
send their Juvenile offenders to reformatory schools in British India, and pay'the
cost of their maintenance, if they are permitted to do so. Smaller States.may-
perhaps ﬁnd_ t.h'e cost of maintaining juvenile offenders in British reformatory
schools prohibitive, but there is no reason why such States as can afford it should
not be allowed the advantage of the concession. The Administrator of Cambay
State is anxious to take advantage of it, if made. The Khairpur Darbar and the
Nawab of Savanur are in favour of the amendment, and the Chief of Phaltan
proposes to introduce the Act into his State as soon as the amendment is made.,
The amendment will also be found of much use in the Administered Areas in
Political Agencies.

The number of juvenile offenders confined at present in the Reformatory
School at Yeravda is littie more than 100, though the institution can accommo-
date 175 boys. The result is that the cost of maintenance is high, z7z., about

. Rs. 250 per year per inmate, The Salvation Army Boys’ Industrial Home in

Bombay, which the Government of Bombay recently declared to be a reformatory
school, also contains very few boys. There will thus be ample accommodation
for juvenile offenders from Native States and Political Agencies; and the in-
crease in the number will tend to reduce the cost of maintenance.

4. If the Government of India approve the proposal to amend the Re-
formatory Schools Act, I am to obsetve that the consent of the local Govern-
ment should be made a necessary preliminary to the admission of a juvenile
offender from a Native State or Political Agency. This consent can be by

eneral or special order as is provided by section 15 of the Prisoners Act, 1900
111 of 1900). A provision to this effect will enable the local Government to
exercise the necessary measure of control.
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