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2 rorwarding an extract of a letter from ir, F.lJ.Thfs
M,A,, Ph, DI., regarding the frc:‘posal to have & qnincfué ial
Index to the .Annual heort‘;on lpigraphy issued and suggesting
the appointment of a temporary e'lerk.on‘n‘s. 50/’-’_per“m'ena;m'

&

for a period of 6 years. ¢

Slation 1

3@01% (g(/amz)

(@wh}waﬁon)

intendent for spigraphy, Southern Cirele,

Jo She §ecutamj, to the Sovermment bf Madzas,
HOMZ (Bducation) @gpad’mmt.

. - .
Stone House #ill, Lne hilgiris.

s”’ i *
I have the honmour to forward here‘with,for favour ofy
consideration by Government:an extract of a letter from &

Fiii,Thomas, ki, A., Ph, I., London 'the aditdr of 'l':ne #pi

& 3
Indica. I think the suggestion To issue & quinquennial in-
dex to the Annual Reports on Epigrephy is a valuadle one,

work would not involve more than the appoinmﬁent of & full
5 A

|

timeg temporary clerk on LS, 50/- for a period <'>1' 6 years
prepare the inaex to reporté as detailed under:-
» From 1887 to 1896 ... One year
m ms} to ivlé ... tour years
(at the rate of 5 reports for a yesr] : .

When these are finished he will have & y,ear's‘ work for thé‘




*

the preparation of the index to the 5 reports fro? l§17. His 4

| services will not de required any further. 1 request that this

‘question may, be aon51dered along with the reorganization of this
| office establishment now before Government,
1 have ﬁhe honour to be,

Sars

Your most obedient servant,
LA Rl R o

Ag, Asstt, Apchl. Supdt, for tpigraphy,
[

7
D s

Extract from a 1et€;r dated India Office, Loadon, the 9th

April 1918, from ¥,W,Thomas, ksg,, M.A,, Ph, D., to the Officer=
in-charge of the current duties of the office of the Government
Zpigraphist for India,

X X X

¥ X X 1 have received also your Keport on

Lpigraphy for 15l6-17’ it contains a vast amount of useful
o e material, well digested. would it be possible to' arrange for
the issue of, say, quinquennial index to the Reports, which

“‘1ncur the rlsk of not being sufficiently used? Of course,

it woula be a rather dlfflcult and extensive work; but, if
need be, it could be curtailed by omission of the names of
merely private individuals, I feel sure that such an index

would be highly valued.

I have also received Vol., II, Part V of South-Indian Ins-
eriptions, containing your accounts of rallava grants. It
is a fine publication, with excellent printing and plates,

and may give a lesson to the Lpigraphia,

X - X oK

P . (True extract)
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;contams a good deal of historical matter
,not only of immediate use to the research stud

’also of much general interest to the 1oy rel

collating historical notes s=bout any partic lar

or king from the Zpigraphical HReports, the stud

fouth Indisn history often experiences much dif

bwing to the absenoe of an alphabetioai ‘iz;dex s

the one now huggested by Lr, Thomas.

nis subject only after v._d:.ng through hundr s
£ a long 1list of neports ‘commencing fm@ﬁ

repared explanatory index of &

he lladras Enigraphiaal R DO ;bs"

I
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LZven thus drswa up, the index cannot bqéx?eofe&~

nclude all the proper nemes =nd technical terms that

are obtainable from South Indian Inscriptions, That
would evidently be possible only when the inscripti&ns
hemselves are published in extenso vith trenslations,
i‘ere texts in vernaculars (Temil, Telugu and Ka arese
combined}, cannot by themselves be indexed so as to se
the purpose for which these indexes are mainly inteande

|The Government have at present ordered only the publica

tion of the vernscular texts and the scheme of public%
tion as I intend adopting, is thet of iesuiig at ‘& ti{
a separate volume for the collections of threee years, 3
If now the Government could lso approve of my adding td
[this volume an Inglish introduction, vhich as a matter
ﬂof fact would only be a modification of the 1et€ér—pre§
fof Pert II of the corresponding Leports, it will not be
ia very difficult task to draw up an index to this letxe;i
jpress and to thus practically sdopt the supgestion of |
|Ir. Thomas, I, however, beg to submit that with the
additional staff senctiomed in G,0,No g%c A@m»a(?‘d
x«é&é{)&

it is ot noé51b1e to do all this,viz,, to print the

text of 2000 inscriptions or roughly the collection of

3 years; to get up an’ introduction and to draw up an
index, This, in my opinion, may be déne without ény

édditional cost to Covermment, provided the volumes éonj
templated sbove are made to include the aolleatioﬁf%& 24
years instead of 3,
| 271f the plan suggested gbove does not #ecommend itse:
|

Fhe Government may as in the case of the "Topographiea%'

ist of Villages' entrust the work of indexing the Epi-
bmul%qble5 9
raphical neporksv tc some outside scholar, I may be pe

miyted to state for the information of Government thut

rofessor K,V,zangasvami Iyengar of Trivendrum was tel

1ng me last year that he and his students were alrv"

.Engaged in indexing the liadras ?plgraphical Re-orts
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At ® g4 +n ¥ PR
: ! Professor ¥.V.Rangaswamy Iyyenger has been requesti
: - : e %
, ! - o to ‘intimate whether he is- actually engaged in preparing
Z= % ¢8 an index to the Annual Reports on Epigraphy as he had
i » -
F 4
once promised to do and how far he has progressed with
4 1
it. If the Government wante %het the indeswito be dravm

up by scholars outside this office it may arr‘ange to dc

4

so with either Mr, Rangaswamy Iyyengar or any other who

||is competent to do the work, But in case this office
i
|

' is to be entrusted with it,the work may be deferred as

| suggested, till gk some, atleast,of the volumes of inmscrip

| tions are issued.
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