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« X NEEDED REFORM.”
To The Editor of the ** Anglo-Indian”.
SIR,

is very interesting, and presents very

under consideration. No one knows better

than the student himself that he is very |

seldom at his best in the examination

your article explaining this condition of

things, there is the very great factor of |
Many a student |
| charm of the music of poetry. Until our |

the pressure of time,
who can write a good essay in the class
room, where his time and’thonght are
devoted to the one subject in hand, very
often fails to do credit to himself in the
examination hall, becanse of the haunt-
ing fear lest by devoting too much time

to one question he should leave little for
Pacticularly is the effect of |

the others.
this felt in answering a paper in English

time for calm and collected thought if he
is to express himself in clear and suitable
language.

So much for the value of examinations
as a test of a student’s abilities.

question, which naturally presents itself |

to the mind of one who has read your
article, is whether the system of exami-

nation is entirely to, blanie. for the high |

percentage of failures in English.
It is, perfectly true that fo expect &
student, who fails in one part of his

_English' test, to obtain 60% on the whole |
i8 more than ridiculous—it is absurd. |
The maximum numberdl iarks allotted
for English is 300, of which 150 marks

are given to the text paper and 150 to f
composition.  60% of the maximum is |
180 marks. This is the minimum num- |
ber of marks a student needs to obtain |

in order to ‘secure & pass, if“he fails to
get 40% (i.e., 80 marks) in either of the
two parts. Suppose  the student fails to
get 60 marks in his text paper; then he
has to get over 120 iharks out of a
maximum of 150 (i.e. over B0%) i 'the
composition paper—a. possibility only in

the case of a student of rare ability. Iven
to.get 80% in the text paper, supposing

the student fails of getting the minimum |
in composition, is a feat well nigh im- |

possible to the average student, since the
text paper is largely a series of essays on
set subjects. Such being the case, the

only fair and logical conclusion is that

the 60% minimum should be done away
with and the two parts of the English
text be treated as one
of 40%.

5 On the othee. hand; ib must be’ con- |
fessed that the standard of English among -

our students is mot what it should be.
It is a -matter for much regret that so
many of our lads are almost incapable of

;;?ressibg ]t:he simplest ideas in correct

| the influence of Indian
. | environment, as a vesult o

Journal and the Associatioh | ;
case of the higher classes also.

; 1 | expression.
room : for, besides the reasons stated in |

But the |

with & minimum |

of which vern
cular idiom is translated literally in
English speech. Perhaps in some
way the same influence is at work in the

theless, whatever the reason may"

| fact still remains that many phrases and |
| forms of expression cnrrent among &
' large part of our community are of parely
: 4 | vernacular origin. :
Your article on “ A Needed Keform ™

Further, there is a deplorable lackof |

| good reading among our boys, and those
clearly some of the facts of the case |

who do read generally do so rather for |
the sake of the interest of the story than
for any love of the author’s style of

Very few boys are able to
appreciate the difference between standard
literature and mediocrity. They have not |
developed, or had developed in them, the |
taste for elegant prose and the delightful |

really good |

lads are taught to appreciate

! literature, until they bave cultivated iné

themselves a taste for the best, any |
improvement in the direction of com- |

 position must not be expected.

It should be the aim of the community
in general, and of our schools in particular, |

S . ' not to lower our standards, but to raise
Composition ; for the student requires | {

ourselves to their level. We should |
therefore strongly oppose & lowering |
either of the standard of the examination |

' or of the present minimum of 40% in |
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2. The Director of Public Instfﬁetion is
requested to submit to Government for approval

the consequent draft amendments to the Code of

-

regulations.

‘ (True bxtract)
K. Remachandra Rao.
Secretary.
To

The Director of Public Instruction.
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