


HOME DEPARTMENT (EDUCATION)

——

G.0. No. 455, 8th April 1918

Madras Students’ Advisory Committee

Recording report on the working of the — from the 11th March 1917 to the 8th Mamh
1918,

~

Reav—the following paper :—

Letter—from Awrrtavr Davies, Esq., wm.a., Bar.-at-Law, Secretary, Madras
Students’ Advisory Committee.

To—the Secretary to Government, Home (Hducation) Department.

Dated—the 19th March 1918,

No.—556.

I have the honour to submit herewith copies of the Proeeedmgs of the Madrﬁs
Students’ Advisory Committee at their meetmgs held on the 20th Oectober 1917 and
9th March 1918, together with the Secretary’s report from 17th March 1917 to 8th
March 1918, >

ExcLosurEs

(1)

Proceepings oF THE Mapras Stupents’ Apvisory ComiTree.
Saturday, tha 20th October 1917,
(The Seventeenth Meeting of the Committee was held at Senate House at 8 A.m.)
PRESENT: ' |

F. 8. Davies, Esq., B.A. hXin the chair). The Rev. W. M. Zumbro.
M.R.Ry. K. Ramunni Menon Avargal, M.A. Mr. Arthur Davies (Smetary).
Mr. Saxyld Ross Masud.

Read letters from the Resident at Hyderabad from the Resident in Mysore and fmm :
Dr. K. K. Pandalai, Mr. L. 0. Hodgson, Mr. }. Y. Neoker and Mr, K. Ramanuja Aolmnyar, :
regretting their mnbxhty to attend the meeting.

Read and recorded the following letter from the Secretary for Indian Students at the India
Office, and resolve that a précis be forwarded to the Press.

Letter from Dr. T. W. Arnold, Educational Adviser at the India Office, dated 29nd May
1917, forwarding for information copy of letter addressed by the Board of the Great Indian
Peninsular Railway Company to their Agent in Bombay regarding entertmnment of Indwi
gentlemen as officers in the Company’s Service.

©  Read and recorded the following Government Orders :— -

G.0. No. 429, dated 2nd April 1917, recording report ou the worhng of tha i
from 5th March 1916 to 10th March 1917,

G.0. No. 440, dated 4th April 1917, forwarding for distribution to the Manaliend
Committee 18 copies "of the report on the work of the Indian Students Deparbment,
from July 1915 to June 1916.

G.0. No. 723, dated 31st May 1917, reoonshtutmg the Mndru Studenﬁ"
Committee. :

G.0. No. 849, dated 26th June 1917, forwarding papers for _
Provincial Secretaries of Advisory Committees held at Simla on the 9th an

(The Secretary attended the Conference and the Proooedmga of the
been received yet,)

The Secretary be asked to bring up the question raised in the Repm't,
Bureau, Handbook, ete. :
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Read and recorded the following :—

Lettor from the Registrar, High Conrt of Judicature, Madras, No. R.0.0. 707/17, dated
the 15th Augast 1917, forwarding copies of an amendment to rule 6 of the rules framed by
the High Court for the qualification and admission of Advocates for notification to the students
in England reading for the bar. :

Reports on the working of the other Provincial Advisory Committees of the following
Provinees for the year 1916-17 : — :

(1) Bombay. I (4) Central Provinces.
(2) Caleutta. (5) Behar and Orissa.
(8) United Provinces. l

F. 8, Davizs,
Chairman.

(2) L]
ProceepiNGs oF THE Mapras STupENTs’ ADVIsORY COMMITTEE
Saturday, the 9th March 1918.
(The Bighteenth Meeting of the Committee was held at the Senate House at 8 a.m.)
PRESENT:

The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Madras, President.
The Director of Public Instruction, Madras, Vice-President.
Raja Vasudeva Raja, ..k, Valia Nambidi Kollengode.

Mr, L. O. Hodgson, .. :

F. 8. Davies, B.A.

K. Ramunni Menon, M.a.

Paul Appaswami, M.a., LL.B. (Bar.-at-law).

. Baiyid Ross Masud, 8.4. (Oxon), LEs. ( Bar -at-law).
The Rey. W. M. Zumbro, ».A.
The Rev. Allen Gardiner, M.A.
The Hon’ble Mr. Yacub Hassan.

" Mr. Arthur Davies, Secretary.

Read letters from Mr. H. Y. Necker, the Hon'ble the Residents at Hyderabad and in
Mysore, the Hon’ble Rev. G. Pittendrigh, Dr. Krishnan Pandalai and Mr. K. Ramanuja Achari-
yar regretting their inability to attend the meeting.

9. Read letter from Dr. T. W. Arnold, Edncational Adviser at the India Office, dated 1st
November 1917, calling for an opinion on the proposal to publish a new edition of the handbook
of information for Iadian students.

Resolved that Dr. T. W. Arnold be informed that we have no suggestions to make at
present.

8. Read letter from Dr. T. W. Arnold, dated 20th November 1917, advising despatch of
certain prospectuses of educational institutions for the session 1917-18,

n this cgnnexion Dr. T. W. Arnold draws our attention to an important modification
which will be incorporated in the new regulations, which is to the following effect : —

« On and after the academical year 1919-20 all candidates whose native language is other
than English will be required to pass an examination in English designed to test their ability to
understand and use the language sufficiently for +he purpose of study at a Beottish University.”

This means that every Indian, whatever other exemption he may obtain, must pass an
examination in English before he can enter a Scottish University.

Resolved that Dr. T. W. Arnold be informed that in the opinion of this Advisory Committee
the requirement is absolutely unnecessary in the oase of graduates of the Madras University and@
is liable to be viewed as a reflection on the standard of knowledge of this University and that
Dr. T. W. Arnold shonld be requested to be good enough to make such representation or take
such action as may be necessary to securcea recognition of Madras degrees by way of an excep-
tion to the general rule or otherwise.

4. Read letter from Dr. T. W. Arnold, dated 8th January 1918, requesting to place before
the Committee for their approval the suggestion that in future whenever a student intends to go
to England and consults the Secretary about his course of study, the Secretary should ascertain
forthwith whether or not the Committee are prepared to recommend the student for admission
to an Inn of Court. In the event of the student eventually desiring to study for the Bar, the
Edueational Adviser should be informed of the fact accordingly. This would enable the Educa-
tiona) adviser to sign a oertificate which the Inns of Court now require him to sign when recom-
mending Indian students for admission. ’

Resolved that Dr. T. W. Arnold be informed that the suggestion will be followed so far as
it may be necessary and practicable.

\
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5. Buad anid rodovdedt lovier trom Dr. T. W. Achiobt; @ated S95d Jesneey 1040 1
in futare all telegrams intended for him shouid be addressed to ‘‘ Zabucadas ", whi

is the address for the Local Adviser at 21, Oromwell Road, BW. e
8. Read and recorded @.0. No. 1308, Home (Education) Department, dated 22
1917, communicating Government of India’s letter regarding certain amendment

relating to State scholarships. Bl

7. Read and recorded proceedings of the Director of Pablic Instruction R.0. N

13th January 1918, stating that two scholarships are available for saward in 1918

study of Sanskrit and one of Arabic by Indians. i i i

8. Read and approved Socretary’s Aunual Report from 11th March 1917 to date.

P. S. StvAswaMI AYYAR,

. President.

(3)
Tae Mapras Stupents’ Apvisory COMMITTRE.

Secretary's Report from 11¢h March 1917 to 8th March 1918,

Onoe more we meet under the shadow of the war and once more therefore I have to ragorti
a diminution in the number of students who have gone to Great Britain. In the years before
the war the usual number of such persons varied between 30 and 40. Since my last report only
four students have gone, and of these three hold Government scholarships l;itherto however
the number of enquiries was almost as large each year since the war broke out as it had been
before. At length however even this figure has been affected. The number of applicants for
advice or information in 1913-14, the year before the ‘War, was over 300. In the year under
report it has sunk to 180. ; S A

Tn previous vears [ have commented largely on the qualifications of the students who have
gone to Great Britain, the studies they proposed to pursue and the educational centres to which
they were going, and this year for the sake of uniformity the usual tables showing these details

are again appended.
It would however seem ag);;ropriate this year when there is so little to say on the usual
lines that some accounts shoald be given of the 180 cases in which the aid of this Committee has
been sought. In earlier years I used to get quite a number of enquiries from places outside the
Presidency, but during the last year I had only one from Bombay, one from the Panjab and
three from Ceylon. The first two I referred to their own commitfees, In the Oeylon cases I
gave some general advice but pointed out that they were outside the scope of this &mmlﬁea
operations. [ still get a considerable number of enquiries about examinations specially the
London L. B and the London B.Se. held in Ceylon—this year the figure is 12. Of these
few may contemplate going to Great Britain ultimately, but the majority obviously never
intend to do so. The value of the London LL. B. degree obtained at Colombo by itself as 2
qualification for practising in the High Court or Subordinate Courts of this Presidency is
question for the High Court to determine. ; e %
Then there are also 4 or 5 cases of enquiry about the Cambridge Senior Local Examins.
tions held in this Presidency. The certificate so obtained, if Latin and English Literature a
ineluded among the subjects, is a passport to an Inn of Court, and most of these who con
_me seem to have this end in view. ‘ » : o
T get in increasing numbers enquiries gbout educational and industrial conditions in Jap:
and the United States of America. Of Japan, I have literally no information at all. Of
United States of America I have managed to obtain two or three pamphlets of a very
gort which have proved useful to some extent : but as both these countries are outside
of our work, I have no * official *’ knowledge about them. Enquiries in respect of these ¢
are generally about technical pursuits (e.g., soap manufacture, paper mills, poreelain) bu
sionally Law, Medicine, Engineering, and even an ordi Arts ree
_view. I do not wish to anticipate the report of the Simla Conference of last J
@ mention that the attitude of the committees towards enquiries about such coun
at length, and certain opinions were expressed : (1) It was the impression
most experience that very few if any students had obtained much value f
Japan or America. Strange degrees are nob of much use in this country,
industry are so different that experience in factories and mills there is of
our committees should be provided with some knowledge nditions in the
Altogether we had 10 or 11 enquiries about Japan o United Stat
Another class of énquiry is from those who have no_idea o
to obtain British Diplomas or De without leaving India. For ins
 where and how he can obtain a doctorate by a thesis of his, another
the Institute of Municipal and Oivil Engineers at Caleutta, another
Bombay. I can generally help this type of enquirer, f :
to England I have the handbooks and prospectuses giving
In four cases I have had enquiries made by or about stu
Britain and are now in India. Three were secking en
to say I was able to be of some assistance. One d
but enquiry did not justify his doing so. ‘ iy

o
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I get occasionally requests for information about appointments which have no relation to
conditions abroad at all, e.g., regarding the Financial Civil Service, or a suitable high school for
girls in Madras. These ots oourse I simply acknowledge and request the enquirers to seek the
information they desire elsewhere. One particalar case of this kind however deserves mention.
A student who had done very brilliantly in his Arts course and showed, according to his pro-
fessors, t originality therein asked me for advice as to his foture, and in view of his very
special zmy I corresponded with Government on his behalf as I thonght possibly he might
be sent with a research scholarship to England. I regret to say he joined the Law College
last July, but I understand he is leaving us again in April to take a Government appointment
which will give scope to his peculiar talents.

There is generally a certain guantity of correspondence with the Educational Adviser
to the Secretary of State for India or others in England with regard to students who have
been or are now in that country. I have ten cases of this kind this year. In four of these,
students now back in this presidency were owing money in England, n one case to a London
landlady, which I am glad to say we have been able through the assistance of a Collector

to recover, in the three others there are debts of very long standing to the Distressed @

Indian Students Aid Committee, which I fear will never be realized. In this cgnnexion ‘3 may
remark that Indian students in Great Britain are under a very special obligation to pay their
debts regularly and promptly. as the reputation of their fellows depends upon tbeir beha-
viour in this respect. 1 do not believe there is any very wide cause for complaint against them
on this score, but one or two bad cases may bring an undeserved disrepute upon a whole
community. Another tly;pioal case which I wish to deal with is that of a student of average
ability who was doing his best at the institution to which he was sent by his goardians. T'hey
however for some unknown reasons—apparently suspicions that he is not utilising bis time and
fands properly—are keeping back the necessary allowance. I need only point out how cruel
this conduct on their part is. He has been getting into monetary difficulties and consequently
his studies are suffering with the final result that the whole purpose of his going abroad 1s
likely to be ruined. The whole trouble might have been avoided if his gnardians had placed
the youth under the guardiauship of India Office. I have recently been requested to make
inquires in two separate cases as to the whereabouts of students, who have not oorr_esponded
with their people in India for over a year. These again are cases where the wisdom of
adopting the expedient of official guardianship is clearly exemplified. In two other cases I
have been consulted about the possibility of getting Government appointments for students
ending their courses in British institutions, and have been able to advise about the testimonials,
ete., required and to forward them to Great Britain. I have had only one case this year of a
student who had gone to iingland intending to join an Inn of Court without the necessary
testimonials from this country, and in his case I have not been able to get any reply from his
father or get into touch with the other references he has given me.

I turn now from these 50 to 60 cases, of miscellaneous character, to the remaining 125 or so
which form the direct and primary object of this Committee, the giving advice and information
to students going to Great Britain about the facilities for training there.

Here again at the outset*we may note a dozen cases of persons whose inquiries are so vague
or uncertain that I have not been able to classify them under any particular head. Ten appli-
cants wanted advice about the three premier Universities of Oxfold, Cambridge and Londion.
I have not classified inquiries about other Universities under the particular University, as the
training to be undergone was more important in all other cases than the place at which it was to
be followed. Law is still to many the gate of awbitjon. Besides the four already mentioned
who inquired about the Cambridge Senior Local, with a view as I believe, ultimately to admission
at an Inn of Court, and about half a dozen of those who inquired about the Lb.ﬁ. at Colombo
and at least two who talked of an American Law degree, there were 26 who wanted to know
the road to the Eoglish Bar. Nineteen made inguiries about medical courses in Great Britain
—a few aiming at the LM.S. and a few at the L.R.CP. and M.R.C.8 degrees. Nineteen is
also the number of those who inquire about the I.0.S. An increasing proportion of these were
persons who have some conceivable hope of being successful. But the number of really hope-
less cases among them is still very large. There are no preliminary educational qualifications ("
prescribed for the LC.8. as there are in the case of all other branches of the higher services
recruited in Kngland, e.g., the LM 8., the P.W.D, and the Forestry. I suppose this is the
reason why so many “ failures” think of it as a possibility for themselves. ?I‘he unpleasant
¢ruth cannot be revealed too soon to them that in view of the keen competition among first rate
men from all over the empire. in normal times no one has realls a chance of success unless he is
at loast of the standard of a Madras first class B.A., and can give a year to special training
thereafter. The post war conditions which have shut cut many of the most likely competitors
of English blood has also produced legislation narrowing the field of competition so that it is
still only the best among Indian students who can hope to be successful. ‘

1 deal together with the 14 inquirers about Engineering, the 11 about Agriculture, and
the 5 about Forestry. I find it harder to give advice in these cases than in any other class of
inguiry. There are certain broad lines which can be indicated. I think it is true o say that
a degree by itself is no certain passport to subsequent employment. Practical training in high
class work seems to be at least as important asan academic qualification —at any rate if the
object is to get work with private employers. Quite a number of applicants are obviously

misguided mthmhng of:one of these p;mmhu i as the

. in the handbook is very useful on t

@ountry.

_cation and admission of advocates and at their request we have sent the amended rule |

- Hindus e e S ey e

~ Number of replies sent ¥ e

by i

F e
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not got the practical talents thasv make for omw
able amount of specialization, especially in Engineering, and the trai
with a view to possible develops in this country and though
is topie, it is really
nearly ten years out of date. Another difficulty is to know
‘or Coimbatore or at Dehra Dun provide what is needed. To an amateur like m;
odd #hat a training in Agriculture, for instance, should be taken in the wintr
climate of Cirencester or Edinburgh, when the trained man will practise his art in the

of Tanjore. At Simla one of the problems we discussed was the extension of seope of
these Advisory Committees in view of just such problems as these. Our present object pl3
to advise the student who is going to Great Britain  about conditions there. The student must
himself determine that he is going and with what ultimate object. Obviously however we o h
to be able to advise him both as to institutions in India and as to fature prospects in this

_ These observations apply a fortiori when we are consulted as to technical pursuits and
industries. Last year, excepting those who were going to Japan or America, T had exceptionally
few sugxﬂ Equ?si one 151;1)0;11; wirelzss tel:gm y, one abontohsoap manufacture, and one about
aper . L felt in these cases the need of baing in touch with k in these
&(ﬁsbﬁes. 5 e Py w %
__There were two inquiries from would-be accountants ‘and one from a gentleman
wished to take a degree in commeree at an English University. : :

Finally there were four who wanted to enter the Police by and after a}:\onrnj in
No Indian can enter the higher branches of the Police service in this way now-a-days.
golt:: dfor Mll;drtt:)sees 118 b{ adal‘l;mon to the Pl())lioe school at Vellore. So that in these few cases

merely to reply that is no ibility of obtaining a Police training appoint-

ment in the Indian lgolioe by g;?ng o ﬁ:;'ll»nd.ty : g N

The Committee was reconstituted in G.O. No. 723, Home (Education) Departmen dﬁed
81st May 1917, and the gentlemen named therein were appoini(ed to hold)omoe for a pt;nod o
tlvl:oly:ara from the 1st June 1917. Mr. Paul Appaswami was the only new member added to
the list. - v

In July 1917 a very useful Conference of Beoretaries of the Advisory Commitkess
throughout India was held at Simla. The grooaedinga of the Conference luvorynot yet been
received, and pending their receipt I refrain from further comment.

The High Court of Judicature, Madras, have amended rule 6 of the rules for the qualifi-
the

India office for notification to students in England reading for the bar.
Tl}e amended rulé now reads as follows :— WA N ;
¢ Unless the Court, for ?eoial reasons, orders otherwise, an applicant who has
to the Bar in England or Ireland shall produce satisfactory that he
Chambers of a Barrister of not less than seven years’ standing otising in
Ireland, for at least six months continuously: Provided that this r_ula"

4

lagllﬂzie?nte for enrolment who were admitted to an Inn of Court on or

_ Circulars have been sent this year also to théhé.d; of all oollogu and ‘
inviting students who think of going to the United Kingdom for study, te

the Secretary for the purpose of obtaining information and advice. R

A new edition of the handbook will be published probably after the war is over.

The nows has just been received that Mr. 8. Ramanujam, who holds a schols

b, 'oh:;l Umve;sxty at Gamfbrxggto M;d ;lho:;;arl[ inquiries were guided by this Oo

éer ree or four years of most valuable and original work as a research st in
en elected a Fellow of the Royal Society. 2 SR mw

Table I—Number of applicants, letters receive: reply sen md nte
: llthllmhml?'to;& ’ is

Community to which applicants belong. 1918-14.

Indian Christians 3% - o
Domiciled Community Law 5 F

Number of : received ..

Number of interviews held .. ..




gt @;37%. N RS A BT
© to,the United &?ﬂﬁ& ot ruani

Community to which th
left belong.

Hindus 3
Mohammadans

Indian Christians
Domieiled Community
Pareees {

Table 111.—8Btudies to be pursued in the United Kingdom.

1918-14. l 1914-15. ' 1916-16. ' 1916-17. | 1017-18. @

University Degrees in Arts and Sciences
1.0.8. and other Servioes .. o
Bar London Inns . B

| Kings Inns .. o o
Engineering .
Sanitary Engineering
Medicine e .
Agriculture E
Forestry e ve
Chartered Aocountant,,
Textile Industry :
Not known o

. . ..

- On OO e O

®

.—Educational centres to which students have gone.
e e e eyt i il o LU Ol

l 1913-14. | 1014-15 1916-16, 1916-17. 1917-18,

Oxford 5P
Cambridge P
Loudox::['0 A
ndon Inns
Bux {King- Inns
Manchester
Bristol A3
Fdinburgh

Glasgow
Dna:lgn
Durham
School
Unknown

Order—No. 455, Home (Education), dated 8th April 1918.

Recorded.

The thanks of ti:e Government are due to the members of the Madras Students’
Advisory Committee for the services rendered by them.

(True extract)

L. D. Swamikanny, ©
Acting Secretary to Government,

To the Secretary, the Madras Students’ Advisory Committee.
» the Direstor of Publioc Instruction.
» Registrar, University of Madras, -

Editors’ Table,
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