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HOME DEPARTMENT (EDUCATION)

——

G.0. No. 423, 28th March 1918

- Ancient, Monuments

Passing orders on the proposals of the Superintendent, Archmological Survey, for the
prevention of wanton damage to — of archaological interest selected for conservation by the
Archeological Deparfment. ; :

B

Reap—the following papers :—

B

I

Letter—from A. H. Losenussr, Esq., Superintendert, Arch ®ological Survey,
Southern Circle. 3 e

To—the Secretary to Government, Home (Education) Department.

Dated—Madras, the 17th November 1917,
No.—643. :

I have the honour to state that from a perusal of the annual reports on the
condition of ancient monuments selected for conservation by Government submitted
by the Public Works Department and from personal observation and inquiries made
during rhry inspection tours, I find that a certain amount of wanton damage to ancient
monuments preserved at (overnment expense annually occurs. The nature of the
damage in question is as follows :—

(1) The removal of stone and bricks for private building purposes.

2) The removal of iron work, fencing, gates, locks and bolts and wooden notice
boards ; ° 3
oards. ; a0

(3) In cases where an old temple is no longer in useasa place of worship, it is

common custom for the local  villagers to use the site asa dumping ground for
rubbish and also as a public latrine. Tl

In order to try and prevent further damage of this kind I would mest that
each Superintendent of Police be supplied with a copy of the revised St ndard List
of Ancient Monuments for this Presidency and that local police inspectors and

constables be instructed to try and check this form of wanton mischief and waste of
public funds. o -

. 0 n ‘ 5 B et _‘ _A
Memorandum No. 1470-B-2, Home (Education), dated 29th December 1

With reference to his letter No. 643, dated the 17th November 1917.
that police officers may be instructed to try and check certain amount
damage at present caused to ancient monuments of archeeological inte
at Government expense, the Superintendent, Archmological Survey, is requeste
report whether the orders issued in G.0. No. 85, Home (Education), d
19th January 1917, do not sufficiently answer the plrpose.. . -
It issuggested te the Superintendent that he should invariably
of such wanton damage to the notice of the Collectors concerned

 To the Superintendent, Archwological Survey.

.
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III

Tetter—from A. H. LONGHURST, EBsq., Superintendent, Archmological Survey,
Southern Oircle.

To—the Seoretary to Government, Home (Education) Department.

Dated—Mahabalipuram, the 25/28th January 1918.

No.—4b.

As requested in Memorandum No. 1470 B-2, Home (Education), dated the 29th
December 1917, concerning the conservation of ancient monuments, I have the honour
to report that the orders issued in G.0 No. 85, Home (Education), dated the 19th
January 1917, refer mainly to the preservation of movable antiquities of
archmological interest, such as sculptures and inseribed stoues. The kind of
wanton damage to ancient monuments that I am anxious to prevent as far as
possible is that mentioned in paragraphs 1 to 3 of my letter No. 643, dated the 1Tthy
November 1917, and in my opinion, the local police, where and when they are
available should be instructed to assist the tahsildars and village officers. in the
prevention of such damage. At present the Police Department does not know,
which ancient monuments are Government property, or which buildings have been
selected for conservation by Government and therefore they are not in a position to
offer assistance of any value.as matters now stand.

Order—No. 423, Home (Education), dated 28th March 1918.

It has been brought to the notice of Government that a considerable amount of
wanton damage is being done to ancient monuments of archeeological interest selected
for conservation by the Archeeological Department. Stones and bricks are removed
for private purposes, while fences, gates, locks and bolts and notice boards are
removed or destroyed.

Collectors of districts are accordingly requested to see that dve attention is paid
to the instructions to village officers contained in article 32 of Chapter V of the
Village Officers’ Manual and that prompt reports of all instances of mischief of this
kind are submitted by village officers so as to ensure the detection and punishment
of offenders. The responsibility to tahsildars and revenue inspectors should be
enforced and due notice taken of failure on the part of village officers to realize their
responsibility.

Orders will issue in the Public Works Department insiructing the subordinates
of that department ‘who are in charge of ancient monuments to make an immediate
report to the police of any cases of injury to the buildings or their appurtenances.

(True extract)

L. D. SWAMIKANNU,
Acting Secretary to Government.

€
To the Superintendent, Archmological Survey.

,» all Collectors.

Copy to the Assistant Archmological Superintendent of Epigraphy.
* Public Works Department.
¥ Revenue Department.
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‘There seems to be no harm in providing additional safeﬁuds s for the prope
preservation of monuments, ete. Puglie Works and Revenue subordinates have
doubt been already charged with the duty. Experience has shown that all that
needed has not been secured by this arrangement alone. Additional safeguards, if
they could be arranged for, would be welecome. Police subordinates do go out on
patrol duty to villages in outlying also. If during this patrol, they come
across any monuments, which they know to be such, they may look round to see

whether any defilement or damage has been done to it. This work is not likely - .

to add much to the ordinary work of the Police. They will have only to bring the
matter to the notice of their own officers or those of other departments. Before we
consider the proposal further, we may send the file to Inspector-General to ascertain
whether he has any objection to urge against the Superintendent’s proposal. ’

C. Ramanuvia AonAn;YAn;80~11-l7.

I think that the proposal is impracticable and will lead to no appreciable result.
It seems to be enough if the Revenue authorities impress on the village officers
from time to time their duties in this matter.

R. RamacHANDRA Rao—1-12-17.

A draft order is submitted. TIf approved it may issue after acceptance by
Revenue. :
E.A.V.—38-12-17.

T.K.—7-12-17.

C.R.—8-12-17.
R.R.R.—10-12-17.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

The draft may, it is submitted, be accepted.

W.K.—13-12-17.
Accepted in Revenue.

G. H. JacksoN—18-12-17.

Home (Epvcarion) DeparTeny,

For orders as to issue.
TK.-—14-12-17. .

C.R.—16-12-17.

R.R.R.—18-12-17.

First please ask Mr. Longhurst whether Government Order of 19th January
1817 meets his point ? and suggest that he should always bring cases of such neglect
as that of which he complains, to the notice of the Collector concerned. &

- Ple~tramp]—19-12-17. L 3
A draft memorandum is submitted with reference to His Excellency’

supra. It may be noted that the Government Order No. 85, Hoﬁee?lciﬁtgc:tg:?:'

dated the 19th January 1917, makes specific reference only to moveable antiquities 3
The last sentence of the Government Order | Whereas the damage referred to by Mr’ :
covers immoveable structures also. Longhurst is being caused to el
- BRR-—28-12-17 | structures of archaeological interest and
the fixtures forming part of such monuments which are preserved at Goveroment

E.AV.—20-12-17

T.K.—21-12-17. 7 e
_ The latter portion of the Government Order is in general tepms however,
draft memorandum may issue. ire : oA S S e
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The draft already approved by the Seorettry been ar
the notes above and is submitted for apprcwal If pproved
Works Department for acceptance.

E.AV.—16-3-18. i

C.R.—19-3-18.
: G, B»\xauvu Acmmn .

I would have liked to have had a talk wnth Mr, Longhurst on |
which T am personally keenly interested, but when he called at the office
the Legislative Couucil and Mr. Hilton Brown saw him. I do not think, however
I could have advanced the discussion of the present subject further, had
Mr. Longhurst. and I therefore submit the draft order for approval ,
I should Tike to say that the conservation of antiguarian remains is

which should iuterest, more than it does at present, the revenue officers of G ern-
ment ove or other of whom may be found touring on any given day in some pa

another of a district. T am sure they would take more interest if they kuoew where :

to find these objects. We bave Mr. Sewell’s two volumes of Antaquamm Rammm
in the Madras Presidency, which are most informing so far as they ~
good many objects have. been discovered since those volumes were pubhsh
Mr. Longhurst’s list is merely a list of monuments seleeted for conservation, ie., for
expenditure by Government ; and in Nellore distriet, for instance, according

it (page 10), there are oulv five monuments ; but the antiquarian objects of
interest in a distriet are to be counted by hundreds and very few people knew where
they are to be found. Al of them do not eost money to look after ; but wtt!iquta 3
one to care for them they are gradually passing out of view. i 3

If districtwar lists of such objects were eumpnled and clmulatea to dxstrmi
officers, divisional officers, tahsildars and revenue lnspeators there would be e
chance of the objects being looked after and preaerved intact. Suoh a hst would ﬁlso
be the means of hitherto unrecorded remams coming to light. =~

leading roows are to be found in every town and ma
the Presidency. Extended notices of objects of interest i
local enthusiasts, could be made available to the publw at thase
a person in search of antiquarian remains would. :
The co-operation of the public in the ‘conservation of remains and the
inseriptions could be secured in this way. I have alway suggested this as a fit
of study and discussion to reading rooms, but the great i
know where to obtain lists of objects in. the distriet or locality whic
of study and investigation from an antiquarian point of view

; 1f it is thought worth while to republish districtw: extracts, bro
date, from Mr. Sewell’s An&qmman Rmm, the sub}actmll be separat.
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~ The httaporhon i
draft memorandum may issue.

| : - . . ‘ dum No. 1470 B-2, dated 29th December 1017.
} 8 \ o ; Ve From the Superintendent, Archaologi Survey, No, 45, dated 25th Jan
\ : : : g ., From Mr. Longhurst's letter ; it is obvious that |
' : : ' L consider the orders in G.O, No., 85 me (Education), dated the 19th
: : : - g R ; 1917, to be adequate for the purposoiwlminviow, ‘The case may now be ¢
¥ bbb ! ' iy PR T LT L ol  to s Excellency with reference to hi!noteonthe'i'revioném ]
- {5 AT ] e 30-1-18. ‘ A
AEPE & . i ; ; C.R.—31-1-18. e e

The letter does not explain how, when the Revenue Department inclu
village officers has already been ing cted, advantage arises in issuing
to the Police—especially in these days of stations with extensive amuﬁ. .

Under my instructions, the Private Secretary to His Excellency the Go
kindly conferred with Mr. Longhurst, who agrees that instructions to
under present conditions on the lines which he had contemplated would
purpose in view. Mr. Longhuarst is concerned and anxious in regard to the
amount of damage which is evident as being done to public monuments, a
things as notice-boards, railings, turnstiles. I suggest that it might be w
the attention of Collectors to this. It seems to me that the Secretary might
an early opportunity of personally conferring with Mr. L in or
the proposed communication to Collectors. :

L H: F. W. G[imaax}—7-
Submitted for orders whether Mr. Longhurst should be requested by
to call at the office and if so at what day and hour. It nas been as
Mr. Longhurst who returned from camp this morning will be in the
12611 énsu;xf,s oxllswhioh date he proposes to go on tour again.

HE ‘ L T #Please telephone .hldarenoe yo“g,,_‘. 643, dated 17th
e /. Police help in conservation of monuments. I wish to confer
! R ! ; -m'..'whmu.n;[meef;you?”', e i

| ; tad—t 12t March 1
1 have postponed my tour to Ga
venient to your
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message. Please

I saw Mr. Longhurst this morning as the Secretary w
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things as fence-wire, notice-boards, iron stay- oh

These are Government property and the local village munsif
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the subordinates of the Public Works Department who are in many

of such things. Mr. Longhurst is to bring the point to the notice of
subordinates. We may perhaps circularize Collectors again on rath

and the file may then go to Public Works Department W¥\with the request
will similarly circularize such of their men as are in charge of archaological
their appurtenances, emphasising the necessity of instant infor: tion bein
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B 216-3-18.
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g : - €. Ramanuia AcHARIVAR—19-3-1

I would have liked to have had a talk with Mr. Longhurst on a subjec
which I am personally keenly interested, but when he called at the fhice
the Legislative Council and Mr. Hilton Browa saw him. I do not think,
1 could have advanced the discussion of the present subject further, had
Mr. Longhurst, and I therefore submit the draft order for approval i
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