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Examination

\O‘ Replying to the reference from the Government of India regarding — by compartments.

READ—the following papers :— 3
I !
Letter—from the Hon’ble Sir E. D. Micraaan, .cLE, oI, Secretary to the-
Government of India, Department of Education (Education).
Zo—the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Home (Education) Department.

Dated-—Simla, the 7th December 1917,
No.—1043.

It is sometimes alleged that the present system of examination in schools and
colleges leads to deterioration in the health of students, and it is suggested as a
remedy for this that examination should be held by compartments, that is, that a.

_ student should not be examined in all his subjects at once but should be able to offer
himself for examination in some, during the first year of the course and in others at
the close of the second year. Suggestions have also been made that a student, whe
has failed in one subject at an examination, should not be required to appear in all
the subjects again, should he attempt a second time to pass.

2. Examination by compartments is very largely the rule both in India and in

. other countries in the case of professional courses, such as Law, Medicines and.
Engineering. To some extent the suggestions to which allusion has been made in
the preceding paragraph are actually applied in the case of Arts course alsoin certain
Universities, though the general rule is that a student, at least upon the first occasion
of his appearance, is examined in all subjeets which are included in his course.

3. The question is one which bas no doubt occupied the attention of the
Universities. As, however, the matter has recently been brought to notice, the
Government of India would be glad to learn whether iz the opinion of His Excellency

- the Goyernor in Council there is any ground for the assertion that the system,
whereby students are examined in all subjects of their course at once, is responsible
for deterioration in the health, and to what extent such deterioration, if existent,
may be traced, not only to this system of examination, but to inadequate tuition,
faulty methods of work, unhealthy surroundings and other similar causes.

II
¢ Endorsement No. 1700-B/1, Home (Education), dated 28th Degember 1917.

Referred to the Director of Public Instruction and the Syndicate of the Univer--
sity of Madras for favour of early remarks. .
s R. RamacHaNDRA Rao,
Secretary to Government.
To the Director of Public Instruction.

,» Regietrar, University of Madras, '
m .
ZLelter—from F. Dewssury, Bsq., 8.4, LL.B., Registrar, University of Madras. i
To—the Secretary to Government, Home (Education) Department.

Dated—Senate House, the 22nd January 1918.
No—488. -

. With reference to your Endorsement No. 1700-B/1, dated 28th December 1917,
forwarding to the Syndicate for remarks letter from the Government of India, Depart--
ment of Bducation (Education), No. 1043, dated 7th December 1917, on the subject of:
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compartmental examinations, I am directed by the Syndicate to stafe that, in the
University of Madras, though the regulations provide for examination by compart-
ments in some instances, each examination in which such provision 1 made has been
separately considered and the Senate has not enunciated any general policy as to the
expediency of examinations by compartments.

2. Until recent years though the examinations in Law, Medicine and Engineering
were progressive and the full courses for the degrees were taken in stages, almost
the only provision for examination by compartments was in the regulations for the
examination for the Degree of Bachelor of Arts. This examination 1§ divided into

two parts—part I, English and part IT,an optional group. A candidate for this '/

examination may at his option present himself for the whole or for either part at any
one time. In the Final Bxamination for degreesin Medicine candidates failing in
separate subjects were excused re-examination in those subjects upder certain
conditions. No other provision for examination by compartments existed until a
year ago.

3. The Senate, in January 1917, adopted regulations providing for the division
of the Intermediate Examination into two parts and for permitting a candidate, who
took the whole examination and failed only in one part. to present himself for
re-examination in that part only in which he had failed. So far only one examina-
tion has heen held under these regulations. A little later the Senate adopted
regulations providing for the re-examination of candidates for Medical degrees under
certain conditions in those subjects only in which they had failed and for their
exemption from re-examination i subjects in which they had passed with credit.
It was thereby intended to make it possible for medical students to complete their
courses within a reasonable time : the minimum period possible under the regulations
at present is five years.

4. The propesal for introducing the compartmental system in the Intermediate
Examination was by no mears unanimously adopted. Itisin any case too soon to
offer an opinion as to the effect of the adoption of this systemd upon either the
physical or intellectual well-being of the students. The Syndicate, however, has no
information as to whether the previous necessity for appearing for and pass%na the
Intermediate Ezamination in Arts as a whole had any deteriorating effect upoan the
health of students, and the suggestion was made in the Syndicate that any inquir
on this matter eould best be undertaken by the Medical Department., At the sam):a
time a decided opinion was expressed that inadequate tuition, faulty methods of work
and unhealthy environment were in all probability more important factors in such
deferioration of health as might be observéd than any particular form of examination.

Iv
Letter-—from f.h;uleltci::nl:ﬂe Mr. J. H. SToNE, M.A., B.R.ES., C.LE., Director of Public
To—the Seoretary to Government, Home (Education) Di
Dated—Madras, the 18th February 1918,( Gl
No.—Ref. on Cur. 10599/17.

‘With reference to Government Endorsement No. 1700-B/1, dat o
1917, I have the honour to state that I am not aware that /t};e ogidn?ci:h ?:;:ﬁlb?r.
this Presidency that the health of students has deteriorated or is deterio?atino ; 13
that, in the absence of systematic records, even a complete medical examiuati%;m £
all students in colleges would do no more than give an idea of the present state Of
their health. T do not see therefore how the question of deterioration can be settl 0d
without systematic medical inspection extending over a series of years. 5

2. It is, however, the case that the flocking of students to educational
h_as set up or inteqsiﬁeti eo,nd_itions inimical to healthy living and this has fo(x}-el;zE::
time been the subject of anxious consideration by Government who have adopted
s;ch remedial es a3 the extension of hostels and play-grounds as their means
allow.

3. The Government of India suggest as a remedy for the degeneration in
health, which may or may not be a fact, a more general “adoption of wghat; it will be
convenient to call the ¢compartmental system.” We have had this system until
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recently in connexion with, the Secondary School-leaving Certificate schem
the %ynﬂlcate has lately ruled that in order to qualify for admission to ae Uni\?x’arsl;:‘.l;
%)}:rae, a eax;du}a;cel who has been declared not eligible, should repeat all his courses.
alsg c(c).y:nlég([i mental system has just been extended to the Intermediate Examination
), candidates in which must, at a first attempt, appear for both parts, but not
again in a part in which they have passed. Candidates for the B.A. (Pass) Degree
Examination may appear at any time in ome or both parts.  The system is
clearly inapplicable to examinations for Honours. A state of things has thus been
reached in which the compartmental idea is progressively more largely realized as a
candidate advances in his course, but this has not heen because the educational
horities consciously adopted any theory about it. The Syndicate of the Madras
University on the Who]e,_ di.slikes it, and therefore the rules framed by the Syndicate
for regulating the admission of Secondary School-leaving Certificate holders to a
University examination, do not admit it. It was introduced into the Intermediate
Examination by the Senate disgusted with the low percentage of passes. It is of
long standing in the B.A. courses and was, I believe, introduced on the academic
ground thatéstudents by taking one part at a time would pursue their studies in it to
better purpose, it was in fact meant to enable the better students to distinguish
themselves in the subjects for which they had a special aptitude. It has operated
little in this way, students almost always preferring to use that ability to get a degree
as early as possible. My own opinion is that we have goue far enoﬁgh i applying
the compartmental system to our examinations—at any rate in those subsequent to
entrance, Whether it is necessary that a youth who has completed a school course
should be required to repeat all his school subjects in the sixth form if he does not
qualify for admission to a college after one year in that form, is perhaps open to
doubt. It depends a good deal on the degree of specialisation that is advantageous
in a school course.

4. My objection to the system is that courses and examinations should be so
adjusted that a student would normally pass an examination in the whole work of his
course and that is more than is now expected of him in Madras in the Pass B.A.
course. Any compartmental arrangements are open to the objection that they
encourage the idea that preparation—let the results be ever so evanescent—for an
examination is education, that they leave students for parts of their college course
with too little work to do and that they dislocate college systems of instruction. 1
consider, therefore, that any proposal to introduce iato our system of examinations
any further compartmental arrangements would need careful serutiny and am by no
means prepared to adopt examination by compartments as a governing principle to be
applied on the ground of its intrinsic merits.

T am too little acquainted with the aims and methods of Medical education to
venture an opinion as to why Medieal exammatlons' are 80 frequent, but I see 1o
reason to think that in this respect we ought to be guided in Arts courses by Medieal
practice.

‘Examinations in Engineering are not in the Presidency taken by compartments.

Qrder—No. 387, Home (Education), dated 21st March 1918.

The Government of India will be addressed. §

(True extract)

L. D. SWAMIKANNT,
Acting Secretary to Government.
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Tre Hon'sie Diway Bamapur
L. D. SWAMIKANNU PILLAI AvARGAL, I.8.0.,
Acting Secretary to the Government of Madras,

Home (Education) Department,

To
Tre SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.
Dated Fort St. George, the 21st March 1918.
B1r, S

T am directed to reply to your letter No. 1043, dated the 7th December 191175
on the subject of compartmental examinations. The Government of India refer fo
the allegation made in certain quarters that the present system of examinations in
schools and colleges leads to deterioration in the health of students and enquire
whether there is any ground for such an allegation so far as this Presidency is con-
cerned and to what extent the deterioration of health, ifany, can be traced to other
canses, such as inadequate tuition, faulty methods of work, unhealthy surroundings, etec.

2. In the first place T am to state that His Excellency the Governor in Counecil
is not aware that the opinion prevails in this Presidency that the health of studevts
has deteriorated or is deteriorating. In the next place, in the absence of systematic
records, even a complete medical examination of all students in collegés could do no
more than give an idea of the present state of their health, and unless such medical
inspection was repeated for a number of years and the results collated, it would be
difficult to settle satisfactorily the question of physical deterioration of the school-
going population.

Tt is, however, the case in the opinion of the Director of Public Instruction as
well as of the Governor in Council that the flocking of students to educational centres
has set up, or has intensified, conditions inimical to healthy living and this has for
some time past been the subject of anxious consideration by the Government who
have adopted such remedial measures as the extension of hostels and play-grounds.
As regards the other causes suggested by the Government of India for a possible
deterioration of health among students, viz., inadequate tuition and faulty methods of
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teaching, although the Syndicate of the Madras University inclines to the opinion
* that these causes may contribute to deterioration: of health, the Government 560 10
reason on the meagre information before them, to commit thegselves to suqh a view.
" 3. As observed by the Government of India, examination by parts is the rule
in many countries in the case of Professional examinations in Law and Medicine and
the Madras University is no exception to the rule. But in arts courses also the
compartmental system has been gradually introduced into all the important exam
nations in the Madras Presidency. The Secondary school-leaving certificate schem!
of this Presidency provides that if a pupil wishes to improve his certificate either in
regard to its quality in one or more subjects already brought up, or by bringing up
additional subjects under the optional group, he may appear at a subsequent exami-
nation in such subject or subjects. In January 1917, the Senate of the local
University adopted 1-egulat’.it.u:[s7 pro\(idiug for the division of the Intermediate
examination into two parts and permitting a candidate who took the whole exami-
nation at first and failed only in one part to present himself for re-examination in
that part only. Bxamination by parts has also been for a long time past a feature
of the B.A. (pass) courses of the Madras Uniyersify. Nevertheless, the Syndicate of
the local University and the cducational authorities have little faith in the intrinsic
merits of examination by compartments. It is their opinion that any compartmental
arrangement tends to encourage the idea that preparation for an examination is
education, that it leaves students for parts of their course with too little work to do
and that it dislocates college systems of instruction. —Consistently with this view,
the Syndicntebwhich controls the admission of holders ‘of Secondary school-leaying
certificates to colleges for the University courses. has lately ruled that a candidate
who Tas been once declured ineligible for admission should, before presenting himself
2 second time for matriculation, repeat the course in all the subjects. It is also
represented that the original object of the introduction of the compartmental system
into the B.A. course, viz., that it might enable the better students to distinguish
themselves in the subjects for which they had special aptitude, has ‘hardly been
realised, as students prefer to use their ability in gefting a degree as quickly as
possible rather than in getting a good degree. s
4. On the whole it appears to His Excellency the Governor in Couneil that the
‘compartmental arrangement of examinations is practically in full operation in this
Presidency and that there is hardly room forits further extension in this Province.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

L. D. SWAMIKANNU,
Acting Secrelary to Government.
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Home (Education) Department.A

compartments .

From the Govt. of India, Dept. of Education,
No. 1043, dated the 7th December 1917.

From the Registrar, University of Madras, No.
488, dated thie o9nq. Tanne A0l T

From the D.P.I., R.0.C. No. 10599/17, dat
18th February 1918. /17, dated the

ORDE R:- . ;
—p- No.D>®’7 dated Q1. 3 1918.
-
The Government of India will be
addressed.

C.R.
1523 1e \
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LETTER:~ We 3%%, GKJ\ Pl

The Seey. to the Govt. of India,
Dept . of Fducation. :

Sir,
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letter No. 1043, dated the 7§h December
1917.on the subject of compartmental
examinations. The Govt. of India refer
to the allegation made in certain ==
quarters that the present system of
examinations in schools and colleges
Leads to deberforation o fhe: healdisis
students and enguire whether there is

any ground for such an allegation so far
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I have, etc.

NP

- g.q't(’

88, HOME (EDUCATION),
DATED 2lsr MARCH 1918

NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0. Nos. 387-

[Susszor.— Ezamination by compariments.]

From the Government of India, No. 1043, dated Tth December 1917.

From the University of Madras, No, 438, dated 22nd January 1918,
From the Director of Public }mﬁgo. C. No. 10599/17,

dated 181k Febmgﬂ%?_]_& :

A draft order and a draft letter based ofi the Director’s reply AgRE3 W60\,

are submitted. The Syndicate appears to have expressed the opinion

that madequate tuition and faulty methods of work may be among the possible causes

for such deterioration in the general physique of students as may be noticeable.

The Director of Public Instraction is silent on this point. Apparently he does not

.Teckon these as appreciable factors and in any case these cannot haye any special

application to this Presidency. The Government need not therefore commit them-
selyes to this opinion.

C.R.—15-8-18. . '
C. RamaNusa ACHARIYAR—16-3-18.
7 : L. D. Swamikannu—18-3-18.
"f PlENTLAND ]— 20-3-18.
" Tssue. 5
L.D.S.—21-3-18.

&‘ 1 G.0. Nos. 387—8'8, Home (Education), dated 21st March 1918.]
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