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His Fxcellency the Governor-in-Council,

MADRA

Through
The Honourafle the Judges of
The High Court of Judicature,

MADRAS.

And through
North Arcot.

y it please Your Excellency:-

- s

he humble memorial of V.Kannish Raja, great-
ggrandsdn -0of the lb..tc ng of Ceylon and acting Copyist

sif's court, Tiruvannamalsdl, mMOSE

1 The pr c:Vl\Jllb mgtory O.L the Kandyan E‘xiles, oﬁ.e'
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to the Government, - His D"“e:dt—uhmdfather
means of 4est_ablishi
Government in tlc Island of Ceylon. Theg;
known for t_; Vtwurcu l@yalty and & tmchment to th
E.ﬁltiuﬂ Throne. But the treatment accorded t0 them by'
the Gove m&mnt ig not in any way compmens ure abe w:Lth thé
amount of good work and help that had been rendered to,

British Government by their ancestors. He need IlOt trou

“out he r"ﬁ:;t co nt«:nt hlm,self With 6.
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He would also refer to Sir Jame's- Emsrson Terzant"s of

which c.Qntainss an im p«utlal account of the later kin’g‘é’&

.Of:.Kai}dY.< Noi"need he refer 10 the present el
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educat'ed at thv

umtrlculatlon standard, but before he could cbme 7

| ol o o
gchool with the hgfll mark of' the University, the

Government wi
abtained the age of 21 ye

4. That on the 1n1t1at1ve of the larquis of

ed to ths Govrjmment of mm&s printed d in G, O I\T

~and 218 Politlcal dated ths and Ap.z.ll 1895/, ske’cc




‘youths of such lineage entering

there appears $0 be a stated po
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of "exalted families ,
able posts. Despit e thes policie:’and ordérs-he'h&Sg
‘been throwmn in the bac —grouna and ne facilitieS'haﬁé-
vet been offered to him so that he way be the'récipient
of tﬂu\banUfﬁg fbnt which .as they have re -A“kcd the .

Beard and Government desire to give.:
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8. That he submits ‘that his eldest brother Wno is

employed in the Judicial D ‘“rtmpnt in tha South Arcot

dly exempted from the genaral Eﬁacailon

fication.Rules by the Gove rnment of 1

; £
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Judges of the High Court, ' Copy of ‘which is herein
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GOVERNMENT ORDERS.
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1 beg to quote the orders of the Government relating to the treat-
ment to be awarded to the Kandyan youths.

1. Sympathising with the fallen condition of the Kandyan Exiles, Lord
Napier and Ettrick while Governcr of Madras penned a strongly worded

minute to the Ceylon Government in May 24, 1869, In pards 2nd, 6th and
7th of the minute his Lordship says:—

““The Kandyan Exiles, if I understand the matter aright, are divided into two classes,
and derive their origin from two families which successively occupied the throne of Ceylon,

-and fell successively, in part by their own error, in part, it may be, by the policy of the

English Government. Whatever may be the share of culpability justly attributable to either
all are now the represesntatives of migfortune, rather than of guilt, in our eyes,and, no doubt:
still more so in the eyes of the people of this country’’,

“I venture, however to affirm that the support awarded to the unfortunate olass of
persons under consideration is so inadequate to their natural wants as to leave them in actual
distress, and, I am disposed to believe, subject to the better Judgment of the Colonial autho--
rities, that the time has come when they might be sent back to their country.”

“It strikes me that this state of affairs is not generous or politic.  The victims of the-
past revolutions of Ueylon ought not to exhibit before the eyes of the people of India a pic-

ture of parsimony and neglect on the part of the English authority.”

“If the Goyvernment of Ceylon deem it indispensible that these people should still be:
maintained abroad, they should be maintained in comfort, and not only the present material
comfort, but with some provision for education and for employment, in order that their
descendants may not be reduced to unavoidable beggary or remain a burden on the state for
ever.” '

2. In exactly the same strain writes Sir John Douglas, the Auditor
General of Ceylon who was deputed in I871 to report on the condition of the
Kandyan Exiles. In para 36 of his report he says:—

¢Taken as a whole, however, the present condition of the higher class of the Kandyan:
pensioners cannot fail o leave a very painful impression on the mind of any one who visits:
them, and enquires into their case. It cannot be considered creditable to this - Government
that a lady who for a time was queen of Kandy, should be living in debt and squalid migery,.
ag i3 the case with Mooducunnamahal at Tanjore. And though undoubtedly it was a con-
venient and economical mode of getting rid of persons who might give trouble, to deport
them from Ceylon, take possession of their properties, pension them indiscriminately, and.
try to forget all about them,—putting aside all ideag of generosity as far as this Government.
is concerned,— it is not to be expected that the Government of Madras will acquiesce in the
abandonment, in their territory, of a class of persons who are allied to some of their best

families, and whom the present practice is systematically confirming in idleness and.
pauperism.

Lateron, in the samereport No. 54 the learned Auditor General singles out
the st class of Kandyan pensioners, which include the nearest blood relations
of the Royal family, to which class the Petitioner also belongs. In speaking
of this latter class of Kandyan pensioner, he writes as follows:—

“Turning now to the class of pensioners included in list No. 1, all those whose nameg
are enumerated therein will be found to be more or less really related to the old Kandyan
dynasty. List No. 1 cannot unfortunately be dealt with in the snmmary and economical
manner proposed for list No. 2. For, in the case of the majority of the persons classed in
list No. 1, they belong to families of rank and comparative opulence at the time Kandy
was taken. Passing over the somewhat inconvenient question ag to the right of the English
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Government at the time to take permanent possession of Vickrama Singhas kingdom except-
ing for the benifit of the family of Mootoosamy, whose right to the throne it had recognised
by treaty, it will, I think be admitted, that according to the ideas of civilisation, neither the
deposed dynasty nor the families of their immediate relatives whose properties were seized by
tho Yingilish, can be allowed to starve in India, even supposing that the Madras Govern-
ment did not interfere in their behalf; and for these a low-rate of commutation such as thab
sketched out above would, I fear, not be practicable.”

3. And lastly the late Mr. William Digby the Political Agent in the state-
ment prepared dated 26—4—93 for the most Hon'ble The Marquis of Ripon
K. G. C. etc., the then Secretary of State for the Colonies, writes as follows:—

«With a deposition made necessary by a course S0 described, the least that could have
been expected or hoped for would have been thab the victimised monarch and his family
should be fuirly recompensed for the large revenues taken from them. From the beginning
however, the conduct of the authorities in Ceylon has been marked by an avoidance of
sheir duty in this respect, and as time has gone on, the condition of the unhappy descendants
of victimized King has become worse and worse, The present state of the descendants Of
the Ex-king and of those dependents upon him, is deplorable in the extreme. Their daily
life is one of degrading and hopeless poverty. The piftance granted to him is so small as
Not to suffice for mere bodily sustenance, while the decencies of respectable living, the possi-
bility of education, and the consequent chance of leading a usefn] life are impossible. It seems
almost incomprehensible that an administration, so generally enlightened as that Ceylon has
een for many years, can have acted with so much harshness, not to say cruelty, towards
the Ex-Kandyan royal family.

«“Suppose the unhappy position and circumstances described were those of the Orleans
Princes, or of the Ex-empress Engenie, or of the Ex-Imperialist family of Brazil, there can
be no doubt as to what would be the opinion of the civilized world at such ungracious treat-
ment. And in none of the cases just mentioned, are there either the very ancient lineage of
the Kandyan monarchy or the discreditable circumstances such as those nnder which the
Wejayan dynasty was deposed and its territory annexed. The grievousness of the treatment
of the Prince and his dependents is heightened by the remembrance of the marvellous pros-
perity which, for many years past, has under British administration, marked what was one®
the Kandyan kingdom.”

4. The Board of Revenue Mis. 16698 dated 18--12—1897. ¢“The Board desires to give
special encouragement t0 the youths of such leniage entering the Government service and
will be glad to hear the Collector’s proposals.’’

5. «That reasonable aid be granted at the expense of the Ceylon Government to secure

the advancement of any pensioner or son of g pensioner who may hereafter qualify for any
profession or superior employment.” (G. O. Nos. 211 and 212 Policical dated 2—4—1895.)

6. The Collector of North Arcot in his Dis. 509 D of 1908 dated 18—2—1908 speaks ag
follows:—¢It is the policy to encourage members of exalted families to enter in Public
service in suitable posts.”’
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No. 34 2l gl  Daded 210 //zay 7569.
.Mmufe by J(:s chellency fﬁe c?re.stdenf. bagi 3 j

l""T’fle ’accompanymg papers have reterrencc to the condltlon of j:he
Kandyan exiles and penmoners who, as a measure of state policy were in the o
early part of the present century . transported to the Madras Premdency,
and have since been mamtamed in the District of Tanjot'e at the expense of |
Government of Ceylon § ought to 'have brought the question sooner under the
consideration of Government. The delay has been caused by a certain reluctance
to initiate proposals which, 1 fear may 'not be acceptable to the Colonial
Government; but I feel that thereisa dt,;ty mvolved in thls matter which ought
no longer to be deferred. ; x

\ 2 The Kandyan exiles, if I understand ‘the matter aright, are divided
mto two classes, and derive their origin from two families which successively
occupied the throne of Ceylon, and fell successively in part by theirown errors
in part, it may be, by the policy of the English Government. Whatever may
be theshare of culpability justly attributable to either, all are now the represen-
‘tatives of mlsfortune, rather than of guilt, in our eyes, and, no doubt still more
so'in the eyes of the people of this country. :

3. It cannot be the desire of jxef Majesty’s Government, or of the
Government of Ceylon, that exiles should take the from of punishment, or that
it sliould be perpetrated after the motives of expatriation have ceased to be
imperative. I venture, however, to affirm that the support awarded to the unfor-
tunate class of persons under consideration is so inadequate to their natural
wants as to leave them in actual distress, and, I am disposed tobelieve, stibject
to the better judgement of the colonial autho"ltxes that the tune has come
when they might be sent back to their ‘country. "

Y. I An inspection of the list furnished by the Collector of Tanjore will

show, Vencatasamy Raja, a near relative and in some sort a representative:
of Muthusamy Rajoo, a sovereighn of Ceylon, formorly in alliance with the

English Governmeft, is in receipt of a pension of £ 3-8 S per month, though
invested with some of the obligations of distinguished rank and burdened with

a train of relatives and dependents. Others, closely connected with the same

sovereign, nephews by blood and.adoption, are endowed with monthly

stipends descending from#£ 7 to £2. These allowances are subject to a

rapid system of diminution at the death of the existing recepients. In

another generation the progeny of these former princes will be placed in

the position of domestic servants, inthe next they will be reduced to the

lowest level of helpless indigence.

H

5. In the other:class of pensioners, known as the section of Sre Wick-
rama Simhala Maharajah, some of the older femal relatives of the dlspossessed
sovereign are still in the enjoyment of stipends which may be sufficient for
the decencies of life; but the younger members of the race have already fallen
to pensions of £ 1—12—0 and less, whlle the distant relatlons dlspute for a
pittance of a few:shillings. . i
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Copy of the latter from‘the‘secretéry to Government
of Madras Home (Educational) department to the Hoﬂble; the
Chief Justice of the High court of Judicature, Madras,
No.1225 dated the 21st November 1915, e===

DD D BNV D DD S H AW S D

With referénce to Mr. Hensman's letter R.O. .No.

3756 of 1918, dated the 13th October 1915, I am Al
to state that His Bxcellency the Governor in Ccouncil is
pleased to mxgma extend the exemption from the provision
of Article I of the Public Service Notification granted

to V.Govindaswami Bajah 7th elerk of the District Mune .
siff's court of M@nnarQUdi, in latter No.1409 Rducational,
dated the 1ih December 1914, so as t0 admit of his employ=

ment as a First Grade Deputy N@izir on Rs.50 per mensam.m
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(True copy) ;
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