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PaE PRESIDENCY OF MADRAS, IN WHICH
there were mos:tlous troubles regarding
e studen's, .was suddenly, last spring,
thrown lato a turmoil, by the lssue of the
0w famous G. O.559, which deprived
College students of the right they had
enjoyzd slnce English education began
“hers, &, right which was confirmed by the
Risley Giroular, of attendlag political meet-
ings, The Order was published and enforced
by the Pollze at the Provlsclal Congress
at Cuddalote, all $ie Studeat Voluntesrs,
who wera engagad In sarving the delegat:s,
belug swept away.

It was hollday
-was tuexp:cted, and as oty meny
of ‘the delegates were the fathers,
guardlans -and elder brothers of the
young Voluateers—who for very maty
~years have thus bzen tralned to serve thelr
elders—a good dsal of vesation was
expressed, So much discussion arose In the
Presldency that H E. the Governor called |3
a Conferauce of the haads of institutions,
and the result of the sharpicrlticlsm offered,
even by these, and the complaints of gome
as to the 111-effect ths Order would have on
the relatlons of teachers and students, was
that the matter was [eft to. the d'scretlon of |

| the Princlpals, and, with this sensible |
concluslon, we all hopzd that things would
2o smoothly. -

But while institutions In Madras were
teft free, and the studexnts contlnucd to
‘attend lectures, a dfferent pollcy was
adopted towards the schools mansged by
the 'Theosophical Trust, doubtless} in
purstaace of the policy that an end was to |
ba put'to all Mrs. Annle Brsant’s activitlee,

In answer to & letter from the Dlrector of |
Publlc Instruction to Madanapalle, enguir-
Ing what steps ware belng taken to enforce
‘the Order, M's.Bzsant, then {nterned, wrofe,
as President of the Trust to which the
School aud College belonged, that she re-
garded the G.O. as an Interference with the
| parents’ and guardians’ dutles towards thelr
‘boys, nd she could glve no promlse. Thls wes

” in July. No further step was then taken,
Tt suddenly, on November 6ih, the
Director wrote that the recognition of the

.. /School wlll bz withdrawn from January

5 l1st, 1918, and nuo grants glven to any

. lschools nnder the Trust. This action s
within the rights of the Department, and

. we do not complaln. If we want freedom |
from Govegament rules, we must not take
Covernment money, even though that}
money comes {rom ourselves, I;‘u‘rthe:,

tims, so the blow

#

the Dapartment cancels the purchase of 4 !
bullding and land, at & price which hsd i
been fix’d by thilr Superintendent Engi- /\
neer s thls alto is possibly within thelr | |
right. But slace they knew the position of |
the institution in July last, It 18 not falr to
have doue nothleg uatil now, so that boys
¥ who have been studylng since July, are
suddenly deprived of the right to appear |
at thelr examlnation, within three months |

% &0t lisdate. Stuch actlon cannot be morally |

justified. It should have been taken at the
heglunlag or at the end of the school year.

Fortunately Mrs. Besant stated publicly that
atudents reading in the {ustitudon should
' know that recognitlon and affiliation might
be withdrawn, But that does mot make
the actlon cf the Departmefit Jess unfair.
. The School and Collzge at Madanapalle
| have become the cenire of the life of the
\town; the Masters and Professors glve
historleal and literary lectures which are
much enjoyed ; the bozs Lave started fourli
or five schools In the nelghbouring villages
{ and glve thelr lelsure to helplng the chitdren |
of the pooz ; they also help with 2 magle
{antera in village lectures 5 the Boy Scouta|'
are pralsed by the police of the towi, and
in several fires have rendered great service,
{n ove cass a Scout Master dashed into 2
Vourning Mouss aed saved a child whe
| was left there. The Scouts and Cadets were
of the greatest use In Mading In the great
| ctowd which welcomed Mrs. Besant, But:
this good and useful work has not {njured
study, for the school came out exceptionally ]
swell in last year's examination. It is|
| admittedly one of the hast sckools in the!
Province for study, discipline and good
manners. And the boys and young men are
happy, the best relations exlsting batween |
| teachers and taught ‘
+ Phe Dlrector demauds that we shall change |
! our Piincipal and make changes in the|

$

¢ [ staff, who have brought about such admira-

{{ble results, because we do not obey ant order
i'which is disregarded sll over the Presl-
dency, snd which was 1eft by H. E. the
Qoversor to the discretlon of the Principals.
On the whole, we cannot regret thelr
actlon, for Ipdlans must be free from,
Government control in Rducatlon, if it sl
ot to continue on the present lines; we'
want more sclentists, more wealth-|
producers, moie captalns of {ndusfry,
ani we prefer to attract Siboys wWho
will help o creating  prospetity for:
‘the coun'ry, instead of ewelllng the
rasks and drivipg down the wages
of the overcrowded profession ot Govern®
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wext clerks. We had therefore declded to ..
aotify the Department, at theYend of the
jschool year, that we did not deslre to vex
mein under it But, it is probably better
for us that they have taken the Initiative. -
| We wish they had chosen a better time, for
\the sake of the boys. Buf, on the other
\hand, the action is useful just vow as an
object- lesson, as it will help Mr. Montagu
‘o understand one of the reasons for which
we want Home Rule, and why it Is neces-
sary that Legislative Councils should have
some real power over the Executlves,
Slx members of the Leglslative Council
put dows resolutions against the Order, but
|they were all withdrawn on thelr belng told
by H. E. the Governor that he would do the
best he could. His Excellency Is Chancellor
of the University, and has the Education
_portfolio In his own hands, so that he has
all power in his hands. It is sad that the
Madras Government shows no sign of
wishing to make the calm atmosphere that
we were all exhorted to create and main-
jtaln. The students at Palghat are left I
(unhelped, and all through the Presldency ||
jthe student population is in sympathy i
wlth them. It is clear that all patriots
must help the National Board of Education
in which alone our Hops must rest. The
action of the Madras Government will lend
a stimulus to its useful work.,

Baott. I1-99—14,308—19-1-17_
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE.
Madras,

Jord November 1917,
{ .

My dear Remachandra Rso Noou 7

(e Will you%

e ”
on G-U.559 In the issue of t#8 ‘New [ndi a's of Nov.2

1500
His Excellency would like to have o note showing ﬂ\{é "
fects as to the sctivities of the professors and boys ,:

5 |
etc. ete. in and about Madsnapalle to which the article. |
reiers, and al so wishes that the other points raised

in the article should be examined.

Yours sincerely,

i
—
The Hon'ble :
Diwan Bohadur R.Rsmachandra Roo Avl.,
secret 0 Government, Home Dept ., |

- Fort 5t.George.
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