


NOTES CONNECTED WITH RESOLUTIONS ON MATTERS
OF GENERAL PUBLIC INTEREST.

: % Lo [Meeting of 20th November 1917.]

[Susikcr.— Cancellation of G.0. No. 559, Home (Education), dated 1st Moy
1917, regarding students and politics.]

The Hon’ble Mr. B. V. NaRASIMNHA AvVAR :—

|
{
|

5 VI. This Council recommends to His Excellency in} Council that G.0.
1To. 559, dated 1st May 1917, regarding the attendance of students at public
meetings, etc., be cancelled,

s < ~ The Hon’ble Rao Bahadur V. K. RAMANUJA ACHARIYAR i—
: XI. This Council recommends to His Excellency the Governor in
- Council that it is absolutely necessary to withdraw G.0. No. 559, Home
(Education), on the subject of students and politics.
The Hon’ble Mr. B. VENKATAPATI RATU i—

XXIII. This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the
Government be pleased to recomsider the orders issued in G.0. No. 559, Home
(Edacation), dated 1st May 1917, and confine to the Disciplinary Regulations,
Chapter VIII A of the Madras Educational Rules.

The Hon’ble Mr. P. Stva Rao i—

XLIV. This Council recommends to His Excellency the Governor in Couneil

that the G.0. No. 559, Home (Education), dated 1st May 1917, may be cancelled.
The Hon’ble Mr. K. Sapasiva BHAT :—

XLV. That this Council recommends to His Excellency in Council that G.0.

No. 559, Home (Education), should be withdrawn.

Yi C’T . Houme (EpucarioN) DEPARTMENT,

{ Tn their circular No. 332-35, dated the 4th May 1907, the Government of India
! drew attention to the dangers with which higher education in India was threatened by
| 207 the tendency of both teachers and pupils in colleges and schools fo associate them-
B selves with political movements and take a prominent part in organizing and carrying
o out overt acts of political agitation. They observed :—

1% This tendency is of comparatively recent growth, and the Government of India have
hitherto refrained Irom adopting specific measures to counferact its effects in the belief that
“parents, teachers and the more sensible or less impressionable students could not fail to realize
that the spirit; of lawlessness and resistance to a\llthnrxt'y thus un_gnndor_ed' among the young is

{ bound in the long run to set ‘back the advance of genuine cdueatmu, to injure thg mafi 1val Pros-
' pects of the students, and to subvert the traditional foundations of Indian .lumxl): life. “The
A Governor-General in Council entertains no doubt that the great majorify of sensible Indian
il parents whatever may be their political opinions, regard with the gravest apprehensions the
{ imminent danger that education will be interfored with and the efficiency of sehools and colleges
" impaired by the minds of pupils and students being diverted from their proper work and by the :
relaxation of discipline which must inevitably resulf from their being allowed to take part in

political agitation. . ;

9, The question affects the entire field of higher education, but the principle to be applied S

and the procedure to be adopted will differ according as school-boys or college students, school- S
masters or professors of colleges have to be dealt with. The case f)i' Fhe pupils of high schools

presents little difficulty. TIn the interests of the boys themselves it is clearly undesirable that

fhey should be distracted from their work by attending political meetings or engaging in any

form of political agitation. . . . .
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8, The case of students of affiliated colleges stands on a somewhat; (i'xife\efntulloﬂﬁlng- has for some time beon under the consideration ;fgf.la:;'/’(;:vir};il;:niheaiy 5:1(]’ that, this subject,
They are no longer school hoys but undergraduates, and a certain proportion of them are : deliberately chosen for the issue of these orders as likely to be eonveni?:l:ﬁtg :~llcollcgo re;zcss T
3 A ] all concerned.

Bachelors of Arts who may reasonably claim some wider liberty of action than is permitted to “Let me say, in the firs Dlace that the il

s 3 TIndia are not prepared to lay \ e 3 i e Government has in view ©

§ school boys. In regard to them, therefore, the qu_emmenﬁ _n[ n are P : 5 \ educational, Students remain as fre o By 4 _ A 16 has in view is purely

{ down as )1 general rgule that mere attendance at political mcetuflgf, ]I;s dl;hugm:hir[i f{]ic;g; tf;l::g ; thoir college Bt s o ;u::i fl;: 5*;‘31:1!::(?;{31 l'“),lilt l:h:];,. lL’lT}u:e‘ fo acquaing then_nsel? S
an active part in their proceedings, would necessarily call for thef ahopdlu S dis:i o % J world which they are about, to bnter ey o o;'! z th? porm(-.\_ and public affairs of the

k measures against the college. Although, l;owevet, they admit that tde' eﬁlr e % ea};e o 3 J 5 Glovernm«‘ut look with confidence to schooi and }e)gllev'u a "h( ‘-Gl_.l orcement of these orders the

§! which is essential for a school boy may be inappropriate and even un esﬁra e in Aol Fy i of scholarstand students, and in the case of collspas ﬁ th T ”‘Im > bo the parents and. guardians
a student, still they must insist upon the principle that colleges exist for the L b“ : u;;res o i o *otieges to the students themgelves,
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§ for the dissemination of political doctrines of w TEngehRr o s S ol ¥ any action on the PAT of the studuerte Sened 5 and these orders have not been provoked

¥ f an affiliated college were to attend political meetings dnd.theyc‘ s0 conduct themsel 4 5 1 e 30 students. Indeed they have been Tesned A nsbicn

$ '?)ri:;v zndesirable n&oriety upon theirpcollege, or to engage in political agitation in such a way students and to their rights as students, in order to secure to them during the\,irl xtllr‘nllzlxlé‘lif'g l'\lxllT

e opportanities for study, for their equipment for life, and for the development and formation of

% Rele Immersed as most of 're are i i

& iﬁa];i{bll;etgﬁeiem‘:c u{‘ l;lﬂ who rlu];zs n0ot wish that he wero bhetter nquip;ed“sfnrl‘] 'g}in d:llli)qv;ll:l-lr}-) 1“3?
82 There may be some who are forfunate enough ave i

wasted and opportunities lost during the Pprecious years of st"d.il,%:, szh“f} ?}Z\,g g:;:h fonitimg

i vith fi ate 1i cati ! laco, and still more if such
as fio inferfere with the corporate life and educational work of the pl 10, | T
propagandism assumed the form of picketing and open violence, it is obvious that the loe&g Gt Y
Government concerned ecould no longer remain passive but would be bound, in 11.h-- inferests ¢
education, to take sfeps to procure the withdrawal from the college, at any rate for a period, of
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the privilege of affiliation to the University. : 3 F i here, T congratulate them witheall - any such
& 2. Accordingly the following regulations were inserted in the Madras Edu- ) ; who does 110t recognize that % :;w hﬂ'“,'c' But T make bold to say that thero is not one of us
‘ ?\ 1‘1? \ catim];l ‘}’u/l(-s : 3 S 3 o return in their l”Irl\; "‘l‘ln’e:‘nm A‘f;ﬁ ) rdrs h““i"’l"’é!gsedl b]‘f: such opportunities are gone never
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(2.0 (1) Graduate and under-graduate 2 bably to the detriment, of our usefulness in the worid : T'h\]:: ?};ﬁt«n ﬁr’r‘lfr”[ L e

¢ M,L(‘@J' public managements are forbidden to take an active part in political agitation directed
against the authority of the Government. Principals may further_ af their diseretion
°T/MG Mado forbid students to engage prominently in any public movement with which it seems

M Ru.lé ‘undesirable that persons in stwfu pupillari should be ted.
(2) If students of such colleges attend political meetings and there conduet
themselves in any manner which is forbidden or uabecoming or engage in political

agitation in such a way as to interfere with the corporate life and educational work of
the college, the Principal of the college may suspend or expel them or refuse the

Justice to the rftudeuts to secare fo thnmjheir rights as students and the opportunities as
Zf)c;?ioived by Fs}gl.lrlcubx‘ 1“'n uth_clrl‘ r:nugcnes; rights and opporunities which no wise p":rent and
‘ue lover of his country will grudae op deny fo the risi rati These or :

e s bry will grudg, ny f slug generation. These orders
n];et with some adverse crifieism ; and 10 certain quarters, in which paradoxically f,ll;o f‘:mf’-":j
the educational considerations nvolyed is admitted, the action of the Government hﬂs/bﬂeﬂ lde-
Em-mem' as opposed to the hest interests of the country and Government regres o observe that it
a5 been openly challenged by the announcement that counter-measures will be taken. T cannot
Purpose of the

XY think however that such criticisms will carry weight. I do not believe that the

: grant of term cerfificates for a specified period and may also report their case fo vhe % ; S:]x]:;r: 'ﬁféffnﬁ&h Tz;ghxfr i llit'i]:rigz:‘ljii:;t:ggd}gbﬁ"{'}‘e;’;; i'r(g))]' P;‘"“"]fvfh""‘dt%‘"‘ rdians or by
SEROUDS 2 S 5 3 5 2 & iy ! ; 80 1635 safislactory s ¢ to those concerned that there s 3
University with the view of their being dealt with under Regulation 96 of the Y 2 already signs that in this matter the Madras Glovernment has the supp‘n‘rt u‘o(‘. 4»:{i‘ ;ljl‘o::l(t,rii

University Regulations. tionists but also of the general body of public opinion.”
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5. The question was discussed at o Conference of Prinei ) @
S f pals of Colleges held at
Governmeptv House on the 18th July 1917. The nature of the disenssions is set out RJ
§ i the subjoined extract :—

f‘.'l‘he Princlpal of the Maharaja’s College, anagram, said that diseussion of politics
and. religion was entirely prohibited in his college, as it was feared that it conld only result in =
acute differences of opinion and frietion, It was pointed out that political lneet.ing:s were i
generally held in the vacation and that principals of colleges could nof exercise influence or
control at such tjnpes. In some cases parents themselves eheouraged their children to work as
volunteers at political meetings. A suggestion was put forward that the responsibility should
be thrown on the promoters of such meetings, Tf the principal or any member of the college
staff were required to watch and report which students attended political fuenhiugs, such espinim;e
zp(_ might destroy the good relations which should exist hetween students and teachers. His Excel-
lency remarkg that the practice of attending public political meetings had been on the increase
among studg ts nyd that the Government strongly held and were frequently advised that this
- cchld not fail to distract them from their proper work. *He asked whether it would be possible
¢ Jor that practice to grow p without the cognizance of the principals and staff of the collewns or
right that they should disregard it. [t was suggested that ifs control wasa matter for
police. His Vl&'}:cellenn}: pointed out that that was enirel y contrary to the view of the Gyvern-
ment.  Dr. Skinner said that if principals of colleges had been addressed privately callin,
attention to the evils, the gifect might have been good. He added that he thought; thg
* Government Order was a mistake and expressed the opinion that if students wero m these
matters to be placed under the surverllance of the college staff mutual confidence would
be impaired. Mr. Davey suggested that another course might be adopted : students might be
) openly and frankly wamed not to attend a particular meebing and that a professor would e
there to take note of the students who want to that meeting in spite of such warnin, J"Iu
».cont(;eugyd that thl(x; \m{;su uutiespignnge. It was urged, on the other hand, that such a ster{”’wculg 2o vl
create disunion and antagonism between principals and stude fi ssional senti % 3
e i G mf’ggosecd. Pprincipals and students and thaf professional sentiment
* His*Higtelloncy observed that in view of the numerous and strone represontat: chi
had reached the Gowrm:qunﬁ before the order was issaed the G(nvnrumeutrwul)tjl‘i;nl:(z'l: : )gi ‘n\)éli-:(h
c:nsluamn than that the ssue of such an order was urgently necessary in the interests not only ?,r[
students but also of their parem»s. Tt was unnecess ary for him to Tepeat upon this oceasion what

b
(7) No manager or member of the staff or of the establishment shall be'
permitted to take part in political agitation directed against the authority of Govern-
ment or ‘to inculeate opinions tending to excite feelings of political disloyalty or
disaffection ; and the pupils should not be permitted to attend political meetings or
to engage in any form of political agitation.

3. Owing however to attempts made by recently started political movements to
bring under their influence students in colleges and schools and the need for
protecting students from the undesirable consequences of such association the

@ Government consider it necessary to supplement the instructions already issued.

Accordingly the following further instructions were issued in G.0, No 559, Home
(Education), dated the 1st May 1917 :—

“The Government therefore direct that no under-graduate student in any college and no
pupil in any school shall be permitted to take part in public political discussions, to ‘attend
political meetings, to join any political association or to take part In any movement with whiche-
iti is, in the opinion of the educational authorities, undesirable that persons still in statu pupiliare”
shall be associated. His Excellency in Council directs that heads of colleges and schools,
whether under public management or otherwise, shall strictly enforce these divections. In doing
so they should have regard not merely to the declared purpose of a meefing, but also to the
speakers who will address it.”

4. The object and scope of the instructions was fully explained by His Excellency
the Governor in his speech at the meeting of the Legislative Council held on the
24th May 1917 which 1s extracted helow :—

““The question paper confains a reference to one of the recent orders issued by the
Government on the subject of school bays and students at eolleges. This subject has been under
‘the consideration of the Government for some time and I take this opportunity of communica~
fing our conelusions upon it to the Council rather more fully than has hitherto been possible.

“ There is no foundation whatever for the suggestion that one of these orders was issued ;
purposely at a date inconvenient to the Cuddalore Conference, The Honourable Member who
asked a question in that sense is not, I believe, originally responsible for that suggestion of which.
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he had already said publicly as to the purpose of the order, which was_ briefly fo protect the - i ¢ : i
i and rights of students during the years of their education, to help them to concentrate - ? P 3 / / / 7

their efforts on the work proper to those years, and to avoid distractions of a:ll kinds. If sbuc!e_nbs x 4 { 3 5
were fully informed as to the limits of conduct laid down for them by their college authorities, : = ==

10 question of espionage must necessarily arise atall. This order was an- educational order, i ;

isstied in the interests of education, and to be enforced not by the police whose employment in. o8 5 r_) X @l ( “'07

any way in this matter the Government considered highly undesirable and indeed out of the
it f fhi

T

question, but by college For its entf e Gov t looked with confidence ; ; |
$io the principale of colleges, recogniaing that the practical working of the order, for which rigid
rules are not at present appropriate, must be left to experience. There would be no alteration of
the order. His Excellency concluded by saying that he was particularly grateful to those who

has diseussed the various bearings of the order from different standpoints, that the Government i ﬂj} (eaoletrons weere bnABerry s, :

desired to support and facilitate the endeavours of principals of colleges, and thaf at all times : |
any further suggestions for achicving the purpose in view would receive full consideration.” R b \ &
ahs ! 6, Subsequent to the issue of the order therﬁ%ve been disturbances among: ‘g_ : % i Weil ﬁ’r _’_/fi,_ Lidle
e students in certain centres, e.g., Trichinopoly, Gunfiiry Mm}% @1,4 53 ; i e
P samsdfnemorial has also been addressed to Government by tlie students of the Basel Mission ; i .3 [fz e
ttu!&?uﬂq College, Calicut, and a deputation of certain citizens of Trichinopoly headed by the AR & % \l / :
Hon’ble Mr. V. K. Ramanuja Achariyar is shortly to wait on His Excellency the )
03 |G L0:€:L Governor. The special session of the Madras Provincial Conference held recently- %0‘ g1 :
kas also protested against the terms of the order. The principal argnwents advanced 1. (2-
by the memorialists are :— S o
(1) that the Government Order is superfluous in the Fface of the disciplinary -
regulations congained in Chaptg%géﬁ'gf the Madras Educational Rules ;
(2) th%der prohibits e students-evea-from ding political meetings -
s /\ and that/j‘akes ay from them a privilege accorded to Students in every civilized
country and also deprives them of the chances of obtaining valuable education by

attending the lecturey nf-gmigﬂ? <
(§) that it\wﬁaliu ea s%leges who are in several cases actuated by

strong racial and politic#l prejudices to pronounce upon the character of the speakers G
at publie meetings ; 2 Gty

(4) that it gives rise to a pernicious and sometimes revengeful spy system
and thereby brings about suspicion and mutual mistrust among the students ;

(5) that it has a tendency to make the teachers act as spies and to diminish
the respect and love which they otherwise command from their students.

(6) that it is an encroachment upon the legitimate aspirations of the youngér
generation who ought to be the citizens of the future ; SEng

(7) that the mere attendance of students at political meetings cannot prove
harmful as apprehended in the Giovernment Order referred to above ; | ; ¥

(8) that the powers vested by the Government Order in principals of col-
leges and heads of institutions are often likely to be abused, inasmuch as the atten-
dance of students at a meeting which may have little or no flavour of politics about
it or which cannot be easily defined as purely or quasi-political or even non-political
might be interpreted as an abnormal case of the violation of the Government Order -
and of course as a breach of discipline. ! 3 y e

7. ‘Ilie above argnments appear to be based on the assumption that, bﬂ stydents
require little or no guidange in their most impressionable period of life and th‘teads @
of institutions cannot be trusted to exercise the discretion vested in them properly.-

o attempt is made to refute the fact that serious injury is caused to a studenf’s
m:studies by his attending political meetings amy\his future prospects in life are thereby
frustrated. ; . :

RR. 8. Tt will be seen from the Chief Sieretary’é note, dated the 5th October 191’7,’. :
: “(7 Mfﬁt has been decided not to modify the orders already issued. :
9. Orders are requested whether the resolution should be discussed in Council,
; thether further particulars should be called for and as to who should be in charge
of it, A : g g
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Extract from the Proceedings of a Meeting’of the Council of the Governor of
Fort St. George assembled for the Purpose of making Laws and Regu-
lations under the provisions of the Act of Parliament, 5 & 6 Geo. V,
Ch. 61.

The Council assembled at the Coancil Chamber, Fort St. George, at 11 a.m. on Tuesday,
the 20th day of November 1917.

RESOLUTIONS RE STUDENTS AND PUBLIC MEETINGS.

The Hon’ble Rao Bahedur V. K. Rasanusa ACHARIYAR : —!
and certain friends of mine at Trichinopoly made a representation on this question on the 7th
- of this month. I know Your Excellency has this question under consideration, and I know

Your Excellency is anxions to make a satisfactory settlement. I will not, therefore, move this
, resolution.”

* Your Excellency, myself

With the permission of His Excellency the President the following resolution of which
notice had been given was then not moved :—

“III. This Council recommends to His Excellency the Governor in

Council to withdraw G.0. No. 559, Educational, on the subject of students
and politics.”

His Excellency the PiEsIDENT :—* Thers are other resolutions in the same sensein the names
- of other Honourable Members. I will be glad if they express acquiescence in the same way.”

With the permission of His Ixcellency the President, the Hon’ble Mr. B. Venkatapati
Raju, the Hon’ble Mr. P. Siva Rao, the Hon’ble Mr. K, Sadasiva Bhat and the Hon’ble
Mrs B, V. Naragimha Ayyar deferred moving the following resolutions to the same effect
standing in their names.

The Hon’ble Mr. B. V. NARASIMBA AYYAR i—
P “IV. This Council recommends to His Excellency in Council that G.0.
No. 559, dated May 1917, regarding the attendance of students at public
meetings, etc., be cancelled.”

The Hon’ble Mr. B. VeNgaTAPATI RAJU :—

““ XI. This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the Gov-
ernment be pleased to reconsider the orders issued in G.0. No. 559, Home
(Education), dated 1st May 1917, and confine to the Disciplinary Regulations,
Chapter VIII-A of the Madras Educational Rules.”

The Hon’ble Mr, P. Siva Rao :—

“XXVI. This Council recommends to His Excellency the Governor in
Council that the G.0. No. 559, Home (Education), dated 1st May' 1917, may
be cancelled.”

The Hon’ble Mr. K. Sapasiva Brar:—
“XXVII That this Council recommends to His Excellency in Council

(v that G.0. No. 559, Educational, should be withdrawn.”

R. A. GRAHAM, :
Acting Secretary to Govt., L. § M. (Legisiative) Dept.
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