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Tutorial system
Directing the introduction of a — into all Government colleges.

Order—No. 608, Home (Education), dated the 7th May 1917,

Among the defects in collegiate education in this country to which eriticism has
been direoted from time-fo time particular stress has been laid by thoughttul observers
on the lack of that corporate life and feeling which is so marked a feature of
University life in Great Britain, more especially at the older foundations of Oxford
and Cambridge. As regards the students themselves much has been done in recent
years to promote social relations and common interests by the institution of hostels,
by the provision of playgrounds and by the promotion of inter-collegiate competi-
tions, debating and literary societies and other similar organizations. Further
development as regards hostels and playgrounds must depend largely on the
restoration of normal financial conditions and it is the intention of the Government,
when ciroumstances permit, o improve and extend the facilities which such adjuncts
to educational institutions undoubtedly confer. Any advance towards commensality
must of course be gradual and voluntary in this country, but its absence need mnot
Linder the growth of a sound corporate life or prevent a college from securing the
loyalty of its alummi. and their continued and grateful interest in its welfare and
good name. If these objeots are to be secured however, it is not enough to promote
personal relations among the students themselves ; the association of the students
with the members of the teaching staffsin relations of mutual friendship and of personal
sympathy is also necessary.

The Government recognize that many members of these staffs do take an interest
in the welfare of individual pupils and in such collegiate activities as exist. They
also recognize that further progress in this respect must in part depend on the deve-
lopment of a residential system which will include always some proportion of the
teaching staff. They consider, however, that even under existing circumstances more
could be’ done to enlarge such personal relations. They have therefore given careful
consideration to the matter and are of opinion that valuable results may be expected
from the extension to all Government colleges of a tutorial system already, they
understand, tentatively introduced in one or two cases. ;

The general lines on whicl, in the opinion of the Government, this system might
suitably be introduced are laid down hereunder and the Director of Public Instruction
is requested to take steps for its introduction into all Government colleges as soon as
the necessary arrangements can be made.

Each student of a college will be assigned to a member of the staff who will be
regarded as his tutor.. The tutor should, where possible, be the Professor or Assistant
Professor of the principal subject of the student’s course. He will be expeoted to see
each individual student under his tutelage periodically g0 as to have an opportunity
of discussing with him matters affecting his general welfare and the progress of his
studies. He should also azrange a time on some fixed day in each week at which
students assigned to him will be at liberty, il they so desire, to consult him on aiy
point on which they desire advice. The information and insight thus acquired will
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be of great assistance to Principals of colleges who by regular consultations w:ith the
tutors will be enabled to acquire a personal knowledge of the progress, activities and
needs of individual students which would otherwise be impossible. : o
The success of this system will of course depend on the spirit in which it is
worked. The Government confidently hope that the ‘members of college sta.ﬂ?g will
- co-operafe in making it a success and welcome the opportunities which it will give to
mould and influence in the right direction the characters and dispositions of these
placed under their immediate care. : R Y a0y .

(True Extract)

SR, v'«R.,AMAO}I'AN]jJEA Rao,
5 Seeretary to Government.

To the Director of Public Instruction.
»  Registrar, Madras University.
s Surgeon-General.
s  Revenue Department.
,»  Local and Municipal Departent,
»»  Local and Municipal (Medical) Department
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