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In submitiing herewitn the enclosed letter from Mr.
K. Sitaramayya, Editor and Manager, Suguna Grantha Ratna
Series, I nave the aonour to report that I have already

patronized tone books in tais Series by isshing orders to

I'or tne use of the Institutions unoer\tneir oohtrol.“
alsC take such other copportunities as offer for us

boeks in Schools.
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This Series is a nll—nunmq“.tw on the par |
off the sutier to popularize solentific knowledge 'htgl
was bound not to be a conuervial luooo.l:?' b&b I doubt
whetner any further assistance from Government than what

nas already been given is nécessary to a venture sbout‘
which Government have not been oonsulted. The grant of

an nonorarium to M. R. Ry. Sitaramaiab would not sedl his
books and would not therefore belp to popularize oo!oniltio  
knowledge. It would merely be a reward for scmewba

PENTUE—————————

misdirected effort. E

I nbave the honour to bo.‘
8Sir,
Your mdst obedient Servant,
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AN APPEAL 70 ALL LOVERS OF INDIA

A SERIES OF SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL PRIMERS IN
SIMPLE YERNACULAR.

I The Sugnana Gum}lza Ratnavali Scries.”)
. o — 3
"It is my wisk that the homes of my Indian subjects may be
brightened by the spread of knowledge " —
H. I. M. King George V.

The Hon'ble The Finance Committee of His
- Exeelienoy +he-GovernorsCouncil,

~Through the Director of Public .
Gentlemen, Instruction,

lo Madras,

In announcing the publication'of the eleventh book of our
general series—the Malayalam Physiology Primer—we have
great pleasure to place the following before all lovers of India,
for their esteemed co-operation. The object of the series is
to make the Western knowledge in science and technology
available to our countrymen in their own Vernacular by means
of primers, popular science publications &c.

Itis a well-known fact that the mother tongue is the best
medium for imparting knowledge. Much of the knowledge con-
; cerning sciences, arts, industries &c., is, at present, available
‘ only to the English-educated few among our countrymen.
‘ Books on such subjects as above written in simple and homely
A w Vernacular will be helpful to mothers to train their children
a%&: the non-English-knowing public to acquire a knowledge
of sciences and modern achievements.

If an observant child asks the mother why a dog makes noise
- when it runs about, whereas a cat does not, she is, in most cases,
unable to answer that simple question. We have not gi
our women facilities. Female education is at a low ebb and v
‘have no home libraries worth the name.
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It has been said that the av ¢ Indian is far less d

than the average citizen of the Western countries, A
prominent cause is that there are no books in the vernacular
treating of modern sciences and technology inan casy and
simple language. England, France, Germany and Japan owe
their prusperity to science which has been presented 10 their
countrymen in their own languages. Although we may not
hope to turn our agricultural country into an industrial one also
immediately by such vernacular publications we must com-
mence that work soon and hasten on with it, i

__We have, therefore, decided to roblhbl series of books
in simple style in the chief vernacular languages of South India
to make the Western knowledge and ns't:n available to our
countrymen in their own mother tongue. “ Sugnana Grandba
Ratnavali” is the name given to this series and it consists of
illustrated books on various subjects of scientific interest or
technical usefulness written in simple and homely vernaculars.
“:c_ series “;Cl\l‘dﬂ illustrated primers on such sci
subjects as physics, chemistry, physiology, zoology
such technical subjects as dye’i’l'u.ppzoln(u;hy. d!tllw.lc.ii:
&e.,; on such modern achievements of science as xroplanes,
»

§

balloons, wireless telegraphy &c.; on such commercial sub|
ax commercial geography &c., and books on * popular
My 7 3 ,“fbkg; .3

Since, the commencement of our efforts i ection
large sacrifices of labour as well as capital I:‘av‘:hbmm—*
and as many as cleven illustrated primers were published in
different South Indian Languages. working board consists
::l( \\;cll-kmml; g;'nllrmﬂl who have given a ﬂn&e life-time for

1e training of the youth and who have ta sticall
to the work for the sake of the great cause. W, St sl ¥

»

The scheme as well as ' the books published m‘ :

all lqpm_t.llcd by competent jndgap:s the :::n‘:.l’hg
opinions * show. How well they have been reccived by the

Press and the Public must be a source of some satisfaction to all
lovers of our country who have, at heart, the spread of scientific
and technical knowledge among our countrymen through the
vernaculars.  Most of the books published bave been W j
by the Department of Education as suitable for school reading
and the rest have been recently submitted for its consideration.

The following is the list 'S , .
Telugu Botany Primer (2) Ca:a‘l:::b mﬂm‘i ime
Physiology Primer ( ) Telugu Physical Science Prin

Zoology Primer (6) Telugu Zoology Primer (7)

('g \v

';)g)’ PFrimer (8) Telugu Arithmetic Primer (9) Telugu Spacework

~ Primer (10) Telugu Hindudesa Rajyangapaddati. (11) Mala-

‘yalam Physiology Primer.

What remains to be done is much more than what has
already been done. Several manuscripts await publication.
The knowledge contained in these books was, till now, available
only 10 those that studied in the College classes ; now, however,
it is available to all that know the vernacular only.

But soon after the publication of the books we found that
their sales could not sustain our efforts for a speedy publication
of the series. Excepting the books circulated by some public
bodies among their members, they did not find their way into
educated homes as we anticipated they would. This, perhaps,
is not unnatural in a country Jike India where the percentage
of educated people is very small and a taste for scientific
literature amongst them has yet to be created. Science is
practically unknown to the masses,

A successful and speedy publication of these books has,
thus, become purely a matter of funds and all well-wishers of
India are requested to contribute liberally to this important
Educational movement. Some idea of the large outlay required
may be formed when it is understood that the estimate for blocks
diagrams, engravings &c., (for the first forty books of the series)
alone, has exceeded ecighteen thousands of ripees.

The initial donations of Lovers of India will be utilized
for paying up outstandings and equipping oursclves with
materials required for printing &c; their annual grants will
be utilized for making sustained efforts. .

All contributions, small or large, are received thankfully and
all of the contributors are supplied with the publications of the
series free of cost ; the higher contributors receive a larger num-
ber of each of them so that they may distribute the books among
schools or among educated homes and poorer countrymen who
may not be able to purchase them or who may not feel the
desire to do so never having as yet felt the thirst for know-

ledge.

By offering larger number of books to the higher contributors
we do not pretend 1o hold outany inducement to them; nor can
we consider the books given to them any adequate return for
their generous grants and contributions. We are not supply-
ing any demand. Our only aim is to make the Western
knowledge and culture available to our conatrymen in their
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own Vernacular without depending m&uﬂlg
publications. to cause the books to be spread among t

widely and thus to create a taste for knowledge

obscrvation, and scientific habits of thought in our masses.
Lovers of India will, therefore, bear in mind that, in patronisiog
our efforts, they are doing a great service to the country, . .

So far as we have been able to sce, this is the only effective
way in which scientific education can be introduced into educated
homes and reliable scientific literature in the Vernaculars can
be brought into existence. Unless lovers of India co-operate
with us in this way useful books of this kind for which there
is no market demand cannot come into existence.

English publications have almost the whole of the civilised
world for their market. Bat our reading public being,
tively, a very small one such co-operatisn as this is
for the progress of our people. As a well known local
Daily expressed “The question is not, whether there is a
demand for Vernacular Science primers but whether there is a
public opinion that people should know something about science,
If there is such an opinion, every educated man has a

responsi-
bility in the matter.” May every lover of India realize this
responsibility !

Address for communications and remittances s =Mr. K.
Sitaramaiya, BA., LT, (Madras Christian College,) General

Editor and Manager, Sugnana Grandha Ratnay: li Series,
Bandar Street, G. T., Madras. e ™

The importance of this movement cannot be overestimated,
One special advantage is that it enables all our South Indian
brethren to have the same basis and foandation in sciences and

Technology upon which it will be easy for others to TeAT A super
structure,

Awaiting your esteemed grant,

I remain,
Yours very faithfully,
K. SITARAMAIYA,
General Editor &

SEE Svink

MADRAS, }
Sth.Jan...101@
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£ FEW OPINIONS OF THE PRESS AND THE PUBLIC
’ ON THE SERIES. ~

V. The Madras Mail—"~...... We can conceive of no better
task than this for any lover of India to undertake. .”

“Mr. Sitaramaiya is doing praiseworthy work in writing
primers in the vernaculars for the benefit and enlighten-
ment of those ignorant of English..... The author has done
everything to make the cxposition of the subject casy and
popular. The work on which Mr. Sitaramaiya is engaged is an
onerous and large undentaking and it deserves the support and
patronage alike of the landed aristocracy and the Educational
authoritics of Madras, Mysore and Travancore.” [2-10.14).

2. T Madras Times~Mr. K. Sitaramaiya of the Madras
Christian College is doing good work in the way of publishing
a series of scientific primers in Tamil, Telugu and Canarese......
It has been a common complaint that it is difficult to teach
sciences to Indian boys because there are no vernacular text
books, and the series should supply a real want..... * [13-10-14).

3. Tk New India—"..... One object in view in publishing
this series is to present in all the important languages of South
India, primers in scientific subjects written in simple style and
illustrated with necessary pictures and diagrams. It is the first
time that any attempt to publish such books is made in this
part of the country and we understand that its success is due
almost entirely to the untiring efforts of the general Editor
Mr. Sitaramaiya, who has not spared either time or money to
achieve his noble object.

These primers serve a very useful purpose and, if the present
movement should be persisted in, must result in advancing to a
considerable extent the knowledge of the masses in scientific
matters. Of course, works like those issued in this series are till
now rarely read by the people except as a matter of duty, though
under the patronage of popular writers—of whom we have
painfully few—they may reach a very wide circle. But all the
same, few unbiassed critics can deny the utility of such publics
ations as those under review. Besides strengthening the position
of the vernaculars in several ways they enable the educationists
to extend the teaching of science to the Elementary schools and,
thus, add considerably to the store of knowledge of the masses
in the subjects dealt with in the series. These aﬁanuggs_bot.tg
of first rate importance under existing circumstances in thi
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country must induce all patriotic persons to support IMM
of the series,” [10-0-14) R
4. The Indian Patriot—Easily understood by the woman at
home and meant to be easily understood, the “Sugnana Grandha
Ratnavali Series” will be a scientific treasure house. From those
who have the books before them, expression of admiration for
their author is easily forthcoming .. These books have been very
highly commended by vernacular scholars. Every book that has
hitherto been published has heen very well done... Educational
enterprises like the one which Mr. Sitaramaiya has set ot
deserve the support of the wealthy who ought to be able to take
in large numbers of copies and distribute them to those who
would read them and thus create a demand and taste. The ques-
tion is not whether there is a demand for the vernacular
primers but whether there is a public opinion that the
should know something about the sciences, If there is such an
opinion, every educated man has a responsibility in the
matter...” [20.8-14])

§. The Hindu—".. These ptimers are written in a simple
easy and popular style, with copious illustrations and are suited
to create an interest in the subjects...The author deserves to be
congratulated on his primers and for the great care with which
he has written them .. ™

6. The Andhrapatriba~"Mr, K. Sitaramaiya of the Madmas
Christian College is rendering a great service to the country by
%ubluhing science primers in all the Dravidian Languages...

here can be no doubt whatever that Mz, Sitaramaiya is quite
fit to undertake such a task as this, His long ex ‘m asa
teacher, his educational qualifications and the he has
already published bear out this fact. What has yet 1o be
accomplished is far greater than what has so far been done.
Co-operation of patriotic men and lovers of literature Is essen-
tial for the rapid publication and distribution of these books...
We wish every lover of India yould co-operate with Mr. Sita-
ramaiya in the bast way he canto make the undertaking a
success.” [23-9-14)

7. The Swadesamitran—".....A Scientific study of this
nature should certainly be spread throughout our vast
...In our daily life we often see people tasting nicely the jack
fruit slices over which flies from gutters clustered. Any one that
knows the nature of these flies would not do so. It is they that
really serve the country who spread such usefal know
publishing books of this kind..Weare glad that the J
of Arni has come forward to buy the books and distribute them

-

‘0 -” " bV
free to his subjects. We fully endorse the wish of Mr. Sita=
ramalya that many more benevolent gentlemen will come for-

ward 1o patronize this work... The style is simple, the language
is clear and the illustrations are profuse. [26-4-15.]

8 1k Sasilebha (14-10-14) uys—"....:.............Tberc is no
use of merely crying loud about patriotism from house lops.

True patriotism must be shown in pushing forward such really
uscfull causes.”

9. The Madhura Vance, Mysore (19-9-14) Says:—Education
the only resource for the progress of a country...The pros-
ity of a country depends upon the character of her cili_uns...
e study of science is the most important of all studies. It
is a well-known fact that the knowledge obtained by the help
of one's mother-tongue is very impressive and lasting. Itisa
misfortune that there are no scientific publications in Canarese
language useful to the beginners... The book of Zoology which
is newly brought out by Mr. K. Sitaramaiya, BA, L.T., of the
Madras Christian College is useful cven to young students,
children and women ... The style and the language of the book
are simple and sweet. It is, undoubtedly, a difficult task to
express scientific ideas in such a simple language. Many
Canarese authors failed in their attempt for want of public
encouragement. We carnestly hope that such a mishap does
not befall this attempt...."

10. Dewan Bahadur V. Subramanyam Pantulu Garu,
BA., BL, Dt. Judge of Cuddapah says—".......ccccormrsnsmensssnonons

I am glad to be able to say that the work which you are
doing is most invaluable for the country...... I doubted for a time
if it would be possible to render scientific treatises into popular
Telugu without technical expressions and I am glad to find on
reading your books, that you have shown that they could all be

»

rendered into very beautiful, popular and readable Telugu......

11. Mr. R. Venkatasivadu, M.A, LT, Head Master, ALK
L. M. College, Guntur, says—"...... you have written your small
books. Botany, physiology, &c., so well. Your telugu is simple

# and chaste. | am not only glad but proud of this fact...”

12. The Hon'ble Rev. G. Pittendrigh, M.A., saysi— A
ideal is admirable. It is, as I understand it to produce
Sde:{::;:imen' in the chief South Indian Vernaculars, which
may be used not only in the Elementary classes of schools,
but as interesting books in the ROUSES ... covvveses aasnes - thETE b?( no
doubt nnrdwhe value of the object you have set before

yoursell. [9-
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