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NOTES CONNECTED WITH RESOLUTION ON MATTERS OF
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| Sussner.— Commaltee to consider means of improving the study of vernaculars
: in secondary schools. ]

. 3 » A

Home (Epvcarion) DEPARTMENT,

-
e

The Hon’ble Mr. A. 8. Krisasxa Rao :(—

XXVI This Council recommends to the Governor in Council to appoint
a mixed committee of officials and non-officials to inquire and report upon the
best means of improving the study of the vernaculars in the secondary schools
in the Presidency.

The question of improving the study of the vernaculars in secondary schools is
fully dealt with in the letter of the Director of Public Instruction, No. 8354, dated
the 16th June 1914, printed in G.O. No. 1076, Educational, dated the 15th Septem- ;
ber 1914, and in the notes conneeted therewith. The eourse of study in secondary

PR._12-11-16 schools is influenced by the regulations

- d under the Secondary School-Leaving

Certificate Scheme. Any attempt to alter the course in those schools should there-
fore affect the scheme.

2. Under this scheme (Printed on pages 43 to 46 of the Calendar of the Com-
missioner for Government Examinations) the subjects of study are divided into three
classes, A, B and C, the subjects specified under A and B being compulsory and
those under C optional. A public examination is held in the subjects included in the
A and C groups ; as regards the subjects included in the B group the progress made
at school 18 the only test and there is no public examination in those subjeets. Under
A group appear (a) English language, (4) Elementary mathematies, and (¢) Verna-
cular composition and translation ; and m C are included the vernacular and classical
Paragraph 8 of Director of Public Instruction’s langpages. As it now stands th.e Sehem.e

letter on page 2 of G.0. 1076, 15th Septem- | Provides for a compulsory public exami-

ber 1914, Py nation In vernacular ecomposition and
translation, which practically all who
wish to obtain a complete certificate have -
to take, and for a course of study and an
examination therein for those who elect
to take up a vernacular or classical lan-
guage with a view to obtaining special
proficiency in it.

3. In 1911 memorials signed by inﬂuentialedboditf and individuals were sub-

- mitted to the Government representin
Euge 6109 of Q.0 Q1Y St ey (ML . 3 thiie the relegation of the cla[stieal ani;l
vernacular languages to the optional group tended to discourage the study of those
languages. The following were some of the arguments adduced in the memorials :—

(1) Students having to choose between the languages and such subjects as
Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry were apt to show no preference for the former
and in consequence the languages continued to be neglected because they were not

‘included in the obligatory portion. . :

(ii) While the mclusion of vernacular composition and translation in the
A group secured some attention to the languages it did not guarantee that the latter
were taught as they should be.

P.R.—12-11-12.
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248 ¥14. The following is an extract therefrom :—

5. The Director of Public Instruction was ag

certificate scheme is to
opposed to this pro \ .
school-leaving : ;

language system notoriously produced men unable to use their vernaculars for
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group, as they are in group C, the chances are that translation and composition would receive a 7
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not consider that an eluu‘. necossary either in the extent of vernacular group
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P.R.—12-11-16. | transfer the to the A |
Sir M. Hammick’s note | would am, |
0 G.0. 379, 2ud May 1912, T o ke e ""'h'z:
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Tangunges A;rﬁ t‘o‘t’im them to conte themu{mmﬂxtha records ool wi
‘under B, and thus the object of the scheme to encourage a certain amount of specializatic
would, so far as these languages are concerned, be defeated. It is also to be feared that t
Janguage work under B might prove rather perf . Even when the stimulus of a publie
euminsﬁoui-pment.iti-voﬁ ized that work with pandits is shirked and the best
efforts of inspectors and headmasters would probably fail to make it thorough. . BN o
“ The public examination in languages under C is necessary to afford evidence of such

lg:oulind knowledge as would fit a student for admission to certain options under group HIin
‘ t

course for the Intermediate examination. ;

* Principals of colleges would not in my opinion be justified in accepting the mere record
of school work under B as sufficient evidence of such specialized knowledge for two reasons.

““ In the first place the differentiation of B and C subjects implies that the former being
in practice compulsory for all pupils, shall be treated in a more elementary manner than the
Iatter, so that a student’s knowledge of a language treated as a B subject would probably be
msufficient for entrance on a University course.”

7. In view, however, of the marked decline in the number of pupils studying
: a Sanskrit and the vernaculars in secondary
Pages 210 & of G.O. 1076, 15th Beptember | oo} 1 and as a compromise between
1914 educational idealism and Indian feeling,
the Director of Public Instruetion in his
letter No. 8854, dated the 16th June 1914,
proposed to improve the study of langua-
ges other than pEnglish by— ! i
(i) making Sanskrit and other
| classical languages and modern European
| languages in group C alternative with
vernacular composition and translation
under group A, and
| (11) stiffening the vernacular course
under group A by setting text-books and
insisting on & modicum of grammar.

The Director considered that the changes suggested by him would impose an
additional burden on the students which should be compensated by some lightening
of the courses under groups A and B. The proposals were approved by the

Government in G.0. No. 1076, Educa-

P.R.—12-11-18. | tional, dated the 15th September 1914, as

: they furnished the only feasible solution.

8. In May 1915 the Director stated that the lightening of the courses was

: under the consideration of the Secondary

6.0. 580, 31s¢ May 191" School-leaving Certificate Board. In

October 1915 he asked for permission to arrange with the University to prepare
suitable text-books for the vernacular course in secondary schools, and this was
accorded in G.0. No. 1176, dated the 29th October 1915. He has not yet reported

PR.—12-11-16.

» to the Government as to whether the

y syllabuses have been revised and text-

books got ready and when the ch
R.—12-11-16. go y L TR
i l “, . approved by the Government in G.O.
No. 1076, Educational, dated the 15th
: September 1914, may be given effect to.
The file may be sent to him u.0. to note on these points. If the position is explained
PR—12-11-16. | fothe Additional Member, he may perbaps

. withdraw the resolution.

9. The Additional Member suggests that a mixed committee of officials and

- non-officials should be appointed to consider thbe question. In 1912 the Director of
Public Instmction was asked to consult a

Page 28 of notes to 6.0. 379, 2nd May 1912. few leading Indian and English educa-

Pages 24 to 30 ibid. tionalists and the opinions of these
' gentlemen were in due course considered
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Pages § to 9 of G.O. 879, 2ud May 1912. by
RBR—13-11-16. resaiution has theretore to be uppoud.l" o o8

NOTES CONNECTED WITH RESOLUTIONS ON MATTERS OF
GENERAL PUBLIC INTEREST. &
[¥or the mesting of the 6th February 1917.)

10. Orders are requested as to whether the resolution should be disoussed in
Couneil, vhetherhrtrl:grwﬁonhulhwldbe@hd!ﬂmd who should be in charge
of the resolution. ! e i : | 0

N.K.—10-11-186, :

(SuBsrcT.— Compulsory study of the vernaculars in the sehool final course.)
C. RaManuia AcHaRvar—10-11-16,

This i 1d question and I think that the resolution should not be agreed to.
May 1 lel:; :;iaon.o?to the Director of Publio Instruction ?

P. Rajagorara AcHARIYAR—]12-11<16, ;
P(exTrAND }—13-11-16.

- » N - t m
Decided in Council today that the resolution should be opposed and tha
Direotoe: of Public Instruction should have charge of it. Print up sharp and tell

Mr. Stone. P.R—14-11-16,

A draft demi-official to the Director of Public Instruction is submitted for i‘}
approval,

S.K.—14-11-16.

N.K.—14-11-16.

The Hon’ble Mr. A, 8. Krisuisa Rao PastorLu:—

M. This Council recommends to the Governor in Council to take early
steps to make a detailed and a non.detailed study of the vernaculars compul-
sory throughout the school final course.

Houz (Epvcatiox) DeparTvENT.

which the Additional Member proposed to move at the meeting of the Legislative
Council held on the 21st November last but which was kept over for the next meeting.
While on the last occasion the Additional Member recommended the appointment
of a committee to consider the question of the improvement of the study of
vernaculars in secondary schools, he now proposes that the Goveflament should “ take
early steps to make a detailed and a non-detailed study of the vernaculars compulsory
throughout the school final course.” Apparently the intention of the Additional
Member is that a detailed study of certain text-books and a non-detailed stpdy of
certain others in the vernacular languages
P.R.--23-1-17. should be made compulsory for pupils in
the fourth fifth, and the sixth forms of

secondary schools.

2. The suggestion has often been made that the stud y of langnages should be made
compulsory in the school final course. If this should be given effect to, languages
which are now under group “ C* will have to be brought under the % A” or « B »
group in the Secondary School Leaving Certificate Scheme. The objections to these
proposals are set out in brief in paragraphs 5 and 6 of the office-note, dated the 10th
6,0. 1076, Eduestional, 15th September 1914, ovember 1916. The Government have,

however, on the recommendation of the
Darector of Public Instruction approved certain proposals for the improvement of the
study of vernacular and classical languages in the school final course. These are—

(1) to make Sanskrit and other classical languages and modern European lan-
guages in group “C ™ alternative with vernacular composition and translation under
group “ A, " and :

(2) to stiffen the vernacular course under group “ A ” by setting text-books
and insisting on & modicum of grammar.

8. The first proposal has been made with a view to encourage the study of

Sanskrit and other classical languages, while in regard to the second the Director of -
Public Instruction stated as follows :—

“. . . Imay remark that there is much justice in the contention that some

- (D)Pages 8 and 5 of 6.0. 1076, Eadueational, 15t formal stady of a language is nece
: ptember 1914. as a preparation for composition in it. T
. also sympathise with the idea that school
boys ought to know at least a little of the literature of their mother tongue. Atthe
same time I recognise that the alteration will require to be made with great care,
The bulk of the text-books set should be of modern prose not to be studied in detail

: Attention is solicited to notes prepared in connection with a similar resolution

C.R.—14-11-16.
PR.—14-11-16.
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4. From the wording of
Member actually aims at. In English, text-books are

a detailed know is required. The scope of examination in
out in the following extract :— ;

“ There shall be two set upon the Knglish language :
and-a-balf hours’ duration which shall be mainly upon the preseribed
be designed to test the candidate's proficiency in composition and his
grammar and idiom; and one paper of two-and-a-balf hours’ duration,
-eonsist of (a) composition and :
expansion, and condensation of sentences. Some of the exercises in
shall be based on the texts.

It will add & very heavy burden. Whlﬂﬁh
P.R.—28-1-17.  oulars also, suggested
will add nﬂ%b the
studeuts and have

On the other hand, if the Additional Member's desire is merely to
of a few literary selections in the vernaculars by the students during
final course, the Government have already the introduction
changes and the Additional Member may well be asked to withdraw the

5. Orders are requested as to whether the nlolmdnnld ,
The Director of Pablio Instruction.
P EsTLaND]—25-1-17,

With reference to the

2nd November and the 4th December 1914 and on the 23rd January
1915. 1In his letter, dated the 22nd May 1915, he
‘courses under groups A and B of the
under the consideration of the Board for the award of the certificates and that he would
address Government again after the revised syllabuses were ready and text-books
been drawn up. In October 1915 he asked for permission to arrange with the Univer*
sity to prepare suitable text-books for the vernacular course in secondary schools, and
@ this was ancorded in G.0. No. 1176, Educational, dated the 29th October 1915. In
the report on Publie Instruction in this Presidency for the year 1914-15, the Director
stated that the proposals for improving the study of languages had not been given

effect to during the year as the revision of syllabuses under certain subjects and the

drawing up of text-books under vernacular were still under the consideration of the
School Leaving Certificate Board. 1In his report for the year 1915-16 recently
received he stated that the changes in the ndary School-Leaving Certificate
scheme referred to in the last year’s report “ were not brought into effect during
the year as the revision of the syllabuses and the arrangements for text-books in
vernacular were not completed by the Board during the year”.

8.K.—24-1-17.
N.K.—24-1-17. C. RaMANUIA ACEARIYAR—24-1-17.
The position may be explained to the Additional Member who will probably
withdraw the resolution. If he persists in it, we have no other alternative but to
oppose the resolution. The Director of Public Instruction may see the papers when

he 18 back from Delhi.
P. RAJAGOPALA AOHARIYAR—24-1-17.

P[wtLAND ] —26-1-1T.

To the Director of Public Insiruction u.o.
P.R.—-27-1-17.

’s queries on the previous page it is submitted
“that the Director of Public Instructionqm reminded on four omnl, viz., on the

and the 7th May
rted that the lightening of the
School Leaving Certificate Scheme was

;
.~
4.
;
!
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Pr;:oee&ing of a Meeting of the Council of the Governor ot
rge assembled for the purpose of waking Laws and Regu-
lations under the Provisions of the Act of Parliament, 5 & 6 Geo. Vv,

. B

. -

. > @ -

~

The Couneil assembled  at the (o neil Chamber, Fort St. George, at 1 a.m. on

Tuesday, the 6th day of February 1917.

RESOLUTION RE STUDY OF VERNACULARS IN THE SCHOOL
; .. FINAL COURSE. o
The Hon’ble Mr, A. S. Krisuna Rao Pavtormmoved the follo wing resolution :—
“IL This Council recommends to the . . .
steps to make a’ detailed and non-detailed study of the vernaculars compul-
sory throughout the school final course.” '

In doing so he said : —% Your Excellency, I have the ‘honour to move the
resolution standing in wy name. T'hope and trust sincerely that this wil] meet with
a much better fate thau its predecessor. I think it will not be smothered, as the last,
without our coming to a final decisiow after a three hours’ debate. So far as-this

”‘uolution is concerned, I do not think it is necessary ‘for e to take up the time of
the Couneil for a considerable length of time to gatisfy aay about the urgent necessity
and desirability of making a detailed and non-detailed study of the vernacuiars,
including the study of text-books, compulsory throughout the school final course.
The matter, [ am aware, has ‘been nnder the consideration of the Government for :
some years and the Govern are ulso aware that there is a strong feeling in the

as to the desirability of improving the knowledge of the study of the
aaculars. This resolution consists only. of one of the various reforms to be -
- effected before one can mko‘heudway‘ in :@parhngrad education to

y x
- the study of the vernaculars : . r
. Mip;tbe necessary info consulting the Local Go
~ concerned. So far aspect of it is concerned the
: | mmmmw:ﬂ
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:?“r:a::l:;:t that vool?nd to study s

without int that 1t did help us in acq irin pe T wledge
vernaculars. Am;gn \othopxunt of Secondury Sel ing Ce
cates we find that in A;ﬂn have V" the compulsory sub

namely, Elementary

mmeaeuneduud o!tbo s |

bject under group C, leaving it toth \
m ir diseretion. Anll whath : V.OIIQ who has®
J Y $
topum\emunhr(ompw ion and : com e

subjeet, uﬂudlgrou pA? Th::dl that is
to one of the following vernacu -—M

o Vem?ﬁmbemu?w:'dh“ regard 3 w’ prose.  With
freedom w owed in

limitations, we can hardly expeet any student who feels Muﬂd upon to pass
the examination in v translation or vmhrmpuﬁon to study itas s
language, though it is open h“‘stndm w0 qmp M mby-hngs
better study of that language.

% Even the figures about -tho Sobooltlmvmg W 'blld dmlao that
there are very few who have hkoladnnhgo of lho'ylt‘! by which tqu choose
it asan optional subject. _lsit vot therefgre time, if onl y wa are satistied that it
is desirable that it should be taught as any other subj a change should be
introduced in the system? I am aware that one of ‘that would be

against this will be: however desirable the y of vernaculars is it might
disturb the existing eurriculum, it might throw uddmou!'m lh.ﬁdam
appearing for the School Final Examination and therefore it |
some time. I would ask in all seriousness whether thnhdy o m
is not as important as some other jonal sub
have a rudimentary knovrled initial“stage ) m h it
_unreas.nable to ask that, wi ut impairing his suggests
it—without reducing the standard of ngmwa ozpnhd. bim, there may bo
rome adjustwent. of the corriculum so as to enable him to devote equal uttention, at
all events as equally as possible to his. stody of WHN first language ¥ It
may be recollected that, so far as the nm W oonocrn
it 18 stated that the study of vernsenlars is as a compulsory joot. !
that in answer to a resolution vhio)kwﬂ‘mod the Imperial Legislati
to make the vernaculars the media d!nﬁmobon, Sir Harcourt Butler stated :
‘Itlstbeloceod lwy—th acoe for man ywnndlut
¢ expressed in the resoluuon on odnuboﬁl;’ha’y %——M V’Mhr should
¢ be the medium,_of instruction for boys u yun of age, and that vernacular
‘ahouldbeaeompulaory mhptm uring the whole of the school

3

of his i

¢ course.’ :

“] wish to pause here for & M ni»y ¢ it mldbbqirymgont‘
that policy which stnel that the vernaculars should be a subject if only
he is required to the prescribed test in Vernacular and !

as is doe at present. I venture to ‘t,hntdounﬁuuy' ' the requirements
lotthe (-aaclndthttlomotlnhg g to_enable the ‘bh

per kuowledge of the vernaculars

: 1 y on these
; wnatkm ed to be moved ... t.a meeti 1 on 2nd
Apnl 1914 by the Hon'ble Mr.. i’n gion apeiing. e o Iod

then withdrawn. It was su : ¢‘ﬁhﬂ"ﬂﬁ of *’# ical lan or
verpacular, including the study loxt‘,%mgﬁ be oom]’no!;wy The Hon'ble Mr.
g et R

Stone then replied : T . ®
1 can nythm. ‘limptqmedh;
ernaculur languages.

o,

there shall be so

¢ of lext‘booh m tbo v
5 uttlod;* i

RESOLUTION RE STUDY OF VERNACULARS IN THE SOHOOL
FINAL COURSE

6rn Feswvary 1917.] (Mr. A. 8. Krishna Rao ; the Raja oj Eamna'd Mr S’tmw )

in the country for improving the study of vernaculars, ‘We find libraries started for
vernaculars and in conferences it is being insisted that people who know English
must speak in the vernaculars. There is a general desire that people should speak in
the vernaculars. Tbere is u general feeling throughout the country that the
vernaculars should be improved. Unless at least an initial step is taken, mo

improvement can be made. With thes2 remarks I commend the resolution to the
Couneil.” :

The Hon’ble the Rasa or Ramaap :—*T beg to second the resolution so ably
moved by my Hon’ble friend Mr. A, S. Krishna Rao. It is needless for me to
reiterate all that he has said or to add any remarks of my own. This subject is ene
of paramount importance, and the fact that such distinguished statesmen as His Excel-
leney Lord Chelmsford, Lord Hardinge, and eminent scholars like Nawab Saiyid
Hussain Belgrami bave advocated the imperative necessity of giving due considera-
tion to vernacular studies, places the question beyond the pale of controversy.
Goverument in recent times have shown great interest in- the educational advancement
of this country, and it will indeed be a sad mistake if the vernaculars of the country
do not receive that measure. of support which they are, by their antiquity and
greatness, entitled to receive. If the Government are really anxious to educate the
MAssSCes, umhm,N better can be done than to encourage the study of vernaculars.
Aud the resolution whieh my Hon’ble friend Mr. Krishna Rao has placed before
this Council is a simple reque\t and it suggests nothing whieh is either impractie-
able or would require any deliberation, but is- only a request which would be
aceepted on all sides as a very reasonable one. Of course, | am one of those who
earnestly wish that anything that is done to the study of vernaculars ought, in no
way, to impair the soundness of English -education. but making vervaculars compul-
sory in the Schoal Final course, I submit, ean, under no circumstances, be feared to
produce such a result.”

The Hon'ble Mr. J. H. StoNg : —* Your Excellency, I think, before stating what
the Government intend to do inthis matter, I should like to say a word or twa abont
the existiug state of things. In the first place, the Hon’ble Mr. Krishna Rao rather
underestimates the number of boys who, 1n schools, take these - vernaculars as what
be called (C) subject and specialise to some extent in them.. .In Iv14,1,200 boys
took Tamil and 1,151 took Teiugu. The number has certainly increased since the year
1914, We had more last year than in the previous year. Another point that I
should like to make is: I think he also undervalues the value of the trauslation and
composition paper and the instruction which is given iu schools with “a view to the
preparation for that paper. He mentioned that- it was necessary that in district
conferences and assemblies gentlemen should be able to address the meeting in
vernaculars. I cannot think that any one who has gone through a sehool course and
has passed in the examination in translation and composition would not be able to
make a speech in his own language. What -he m: éht not be able to do is to write
with precision and to understand the more difficult*®€lassics in that language. ~As for

=@ makiog use of that language for- practical purposes it seems to me that our paper in

translation and . mposition must be of extremely- great value in that direction. I
mention these things in justice to the departmént ; and as a matter of fact the Gov-
ernment have already sanctioned proposals for domg very much what the Honourable
Member is now asking the Governwent to do.

“ The matter was very exhaustively discussed about two or three years ago amt
various schemes were propounded for meeting the objections raised against the
inadequacy of our veracular courses. Another point was brought strongly to the
potice of the Government, namely, that the classical languages, particularly Sanskrit,
were being neglected under the Secondary School scheme. To meet these objections -
and difficulties I proposed that in the first place Sanskrit and other classical languages
and modern European languages forming group C should be alternative with the
vernacular composition under group A. If anybody took up Sanskrit he might be
excused vernacular translation and composition. This is not an unmixed blessing; .
it was proposed simply and solely to encourage the study of Sanskrit, because it was
noticed that the study of Sanskrit was even more neglected than the study of the
nrmoulm Secondly, the pro has been made to stiffen the vernaculars under

up A, to preseribe text-books and insist upon a minimum of grammar. At
Mt no text-booh need be used nnder group A, which is intended to test pupil’s
-2
-




6 RESOLUTION RE STUDY OF VERNACULARS IN THE SOHOOL
: FINAL COURSE

" (Mr. Stowe ; Mr. A. S. Kvithna Rao,) [6ri Frssvanx 1917.

the vernaoulars compulsory. Moreaver, from what I have said, it will be clear that
some boys will be relieved of the study of vernaculars—i.e., those who take up
Sanskrit and other classical in the lust three years of their school course,
If what I have explained as being about to be done is done, exactly what the
Honourable member has asked for will not be done. I claim we are going as far as
possible in the direction which the Honourable member desires, but we have taken
wto consideration just as much the desive for the greater study of Sanskrit as the
desire for greater attention to be pdid to vernaculars. This scheme which 1 put up
a year or two ago before the Gov t was devissd in order to meet both the Q@
desires. It is really very much the old Matriculation system. In the old Matri-
culation there was a second language which might Sanskrit. In the old
Matriculation, a man could go through the course without paying any attention to the

vernaculars at any rate in the three higher classes. In the earlier classes he gave a
: deal of attention to his vernaculars. People sometimes talk of the three high
school classes as if they were the whole high school course. The first eight years a
child is taught in the vernacular. I have in my mind to try and improve the study
in the first, second and third forms, where the study is wholly in vernacular. That is
the time, I think, when most attention ought to be paid to it. | am quite prepared
to say that it is in my mind to systematize and improve the work n these three
forms. That will have an important effect on the vernacular study of the students
in the school course. The Hovourable member may very we{l withdraw the
resolution without in any way feeling that the Government are opposed to it.”

The Hon’ble Mr. A. S. Krisuxa Rad Panrorv:—* My Lord, the statement of
the Hon'ble Mr. Stone is very satisfactory and I do not think it necessury to press
the resolution. I beg to withdraw it.”

With the permission of His Kxcelleney the President, the reslution was
withdrawn.

R. A. GRAHAM,
Acting Secretary to Goot., L. § M. (Legislative) Dept.
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