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he Hon'ble Sir E.D.Maclagen, K.C.I.E., C.S.I.,

Secretary to the Government of Indie

.

The Seeretary to the Gove

Hone (Edueation)

In paragraph b of this Depﬂrtment's letter no,452, dated

the 11th of Mey 1016, it wee stated that the Government of
India hod considered the propesal that 2 conference should be
convened of Provineial Secre+or:es of Advisory Committees fer
Indien students nrnceedlow to Englend, end that, although the,;
vecognized such a conference may in some ways be bénefidié
they had come to the conelusion that there was on the whéle
scarcely enough material for discussion ag yet to justify
such action.

2. After further: cﬂrrecnondennp with the Indis Offlceath
Government of Indis are now ivnllned to thlnk fhot the time 2
come when » conference of the kind indicated might well he held
It is understood that the torrespondence of the Secretary for
Tndion students in London with locsl Secretaries in India -
clearly indicates that the need for such a conference is felt
by some of thote most interested in the work, snd the overnme
of India feel that the views of the more experienced ——e——————.
Secretaries eos elicited at such a conference would be of
asgistance to those who had lees experience to guide thenm.

They sre accordingly desirous of convening such a eonfeneace,‘

during ‘the ensuing eummer, and I am desired to enquire ﬁhetheria
there would be any objection te the conference heirg held in
Simla some time in July nexts It is proposed thst the .

conference chould be composed of Secretaries only and shenld
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who would be likely to be useful to us in this respect. It is

not necessary or desivable that they should become members of

the Comuitvtee.

The idea of enlarging the Committees very congiderably b | L Queen's, Oxford ad hoaalkanal in 1913.
and forming Sub-Committees in all important Mofussil towns was f : {11) Eggotlona of Committees gpd Seo' -

: »
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adversely eritigised by all tne Commitbtees two. Or three yvea 8 ago !

I

o= oatil Jand is not likely to be suggested again. Such enlargement of

Committees would entail an increase of clerical work w1tnout adding i

at all to tne strength of the work done or its efficiency. The
'advertising' value of the enlargement has been obtained otherwise o : Bax Regulatlons' and in Madras we had a.great aia,
by circulariging all Colleges gnd Secondary Schools and reqﬁiring v .
Qx,iifjfﬁf Distriot Officers and others who issue certifioates of identity to 4

nd - K .
‘3- b N T inrorm progpeotive students of the existence of the Committee.

The gqualification of Secretaries is & very important “*4?~-5‘ ~= our province altogetner. It s‘:erhaps a’'piy
‘ A ."::gﬁ ! ouﬂuuwub ,
matter (though obviously in some of jts aspects beyand the possibii (33 By ' only indloation we have had wi

y

lity of discussion by Secretariesg). It is instructive to note tions of the COmmittee.' It would-sae

tnat the Bombay Government (See tneir let¥er of 9th March 1914, to wnat mght. to be. but only gi

enclosure No.3 to Government of India No.452 dated 1lth May 1916
‘C:} couwrmunicared in G. 0. No.735 Educational dabed 4ta July 191@) found

it necessary to appoint an Assistant to their Secretary to dhvise

- on "matters requiring personal experience of English institutions

and Englisa life"”. I feel sure tnat not only should Secretaries

¥ Meanh
have tnis personal experience, but that tiney should keep mm

their touch wita the actualities - whioch are constantly changing -~
h

of Lnglisn institutions and of the conditions of Indian students abroad? (93 at any r&l

e
¥

in England. The simple and best, - not very expensive - method suoh opinion from t

J of ensuring this would be to send them periodically to Englang, a8 are lweant TO diaaua
ﬁ‘ ; (Eé has been sugzested by various Local Committees (See G.0.No.7/35 Edus‘ ratner ﬁhe Sﬂoretary

cational referred to apove).- &8 this is not likely to be adopted

the same object may be partially accomplisnhed (a) by Secretaries

el g e

‘qpking it part of tneir duty to consult recently returned students

{of all kinds &8 to taeir experience and (b) by requesting British -6 f
‘ ' | to settle their own educational course and (b) now to give

Secretaries & wide and through knowledge of tne pessibilitie



5 of nigher and professional education in India: itself.

i (b) in relation to the India Office and home institutions. |

Our function here is to put the student into right

relations with thése in England. It has a double aspect - First #

it is necessary to let the student know the requirements and to | |w

; ; : : A oo
see that he makes full preparation to meet those requiremd ;ts.

.
Secondly we have to report upon the student's capacities -~ intel- %g
lectual, paysical, social and financial. Thig is a mos8d delicate ?;

but most necesayy pice of work. The Institutions and Colleges

would refuse to t,ake' Indian studenf,s altogetiher unless they could

!
get tnis information froum & reliable source: they require just
the same kind of information about English students. It is this ‘

Sy
side of‘ work that has been tiae cause of more suspiocion and accusSa—

uun or M/&AWW toen any other. I really believe
a

lowever that we Ilivmg down this suspicion and that ‘15 now generally

realized tnat our copbjecwu is o help Indian students to get the
best out of tneir Englisn tra.lnlng and no% to prevent them
getting suocn a training at all. 7 &

A discussion a8 to the experience and metnods of
different Comuittees in tiiis reppect mignt be useful. Also a
disocussion a8 to now to pléce the advantages of the guardianship
sys*oezh we offer before parents and students. At present it is e
the exoception for any student to go under guardianship. ¥ ought, i

of course, to be tne almost invariably rule and we should aim at

persuading students and parents to make it so. Imagine an English

parent Sending nis son half across the world to a strange land

without maeking certain that the object of his Jjourney would be
accomplisned and its danga:z;é avoided.
Another suggestion under this head (more appropriately

than elsewhere) is that we should be supplied with information

The India

about students of our province after the First.year.

Offioe tell us wnat. they do on first arrival and how they ga’o on
After that we kn

for ‘the first term or 80.
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\This pamphlet has been imq;'pgr 1

; Colleges, Secondary Scshcols, e’oo.

iii Publications:-

Ccommittees .to publish pamphlefos. ;
foy Beneral and liberal diat.rlbuti ,n,
woul, uggest too thnat the India

quarterly Newspaper for di‘atri;bu ).

 England. It would be the:‘g
for which the »ma,«r:n:i.ne:c:szz

and also give general infomtw qm

M issued ye ;x

many respects g of @&g .

(b) the imperative va.lue 'a" W'

(e¢) the future possiblit.ies for_

ldO not exist, butﬁwould ba,iin‘
,e AL ,waatry ond Agz'iouis
;‘.I‘ralning" "Medioina
experts. in.mhoir speois
possibilities in :Gra&

 lities for traini

~get into tne Imperial Service.

Tiv) Ghbme uhiiais '

for information about

Of average ability comes to me for advioo a8 1o a Forestry ¢

at Edinourgh. I know that if he satisfies the_ conditions he

_But I cannot, put



' G i
i’ ; before nim of a training in India at say, Dehra Dun because I g
| é have no information about that institution - nof??mzae remotest ;

& : e a ¢ s . il | h

-ldea of Pow appolntments are madﬁ‘or the prospects in ,the Sub-—-

g L5

¥ )’;'5‘7?/:.\ x

i ordinate Service nere, or in Native States. In snort,I have to i 4
ﬁ“ By oy . e

' say to nim "I cannot advise you in the least whether it is.worth g

g your while going to Grest Britain. All I can do is to tellyou © H *
i e 7‘?.: )

how to get the gqualifications you aim at. Whether they are

conferenoe : Is &u’ dis

foa.'r mitt.la ef

agoing to be of any value to you or your oountry when you have
? nei&ner

got them I ... ’.r know myself,.nor can I dieeet you to any source

of information".

(b) the neea for information about other countries than
Great Britain - especially the United States of Emerica and Japan A

AU present I am completely in the dark about educational oondiiimns*

anywinefe except in Great Britain. It aeema to me the time has oehg

*  when the Bcope of the Comuittee sneuld be innnngﬂnd So far we
. have advised only about the oonditrunB in Great Britain.

(9) and' (b) are poth -aspects of this *zggeatedMor -
scope. At present the incividual student makes up his ﬁind -
withaout ahy ald from us.as to the best courae‘rmr-hims;lf té folzdﬁ“
Ir he deoided on going to Grest Britain, we aid him by informati
‘and advice a8 to condiuions there, otherwise mot. It seems to mer

- that a Governmental institution might play & more important part

% of this ooﬁntly. taeir posgiplitvies of development and their neec
{b) tney way in whiech the country itself. provides for the neoessw |
training, (c¢) the extent of need for‘e;gerienoe, (d) the countries
in which that experience can best be obtained, (e) the. type of men |

that is worth wnile sendiﬁ};~-ﬂ-i'~ i

o

. Tnen when a etudént domeg to me proposi'ng«n.‘ww; g0 to England to
stuqy Agriouluwure,
him,
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(Education
i | Conference.- Replying to a reference frow the Govt.of India regard
e ¢ LetE proposal t0 hold & ----------—-at Sinla in July next of ti
B 8 ‘ e " taries the Adyisory C@mmittqu*for Indian Students pz
«éﬁﬁwwm.éawmim : __ - to W& . ; i *
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LETTER-

Council has no objection tc the prorosed

conference of Provincial Secretaries to the

Advisory Committees for Indian Egbdente‘




‘rroceeding to England being held U&_Simla

Esome time in July next.
[ With reference to paragraph 3

Fof i 1ette;,1 am to make the following

; observaticne under the several heads

| L2
specified therein,

(i)Conetitution of the Comuittees.

[2%Y

| _ s on the functiocns to be

: #seigned to the committees. Experience

| has shown.that the bulk of the work on
the pﬁ;:t;::Einee muamwnooaacazilyufall

S ‘:%ary, the value of the commij

consinting merely in 34 1ts being a body|,
to ﬁhiéh fhe Secnetary is immediately rest

: ponf bla and in adding to the dignity of
tha‘vork WWWIn this wi ‘
the conatituticn of the Madras Cornmittee |
repgglenting as it does the 1e§d1ng educat

§ of South India ese and the various glasse‘

. Pindu, Muhamiadas, Anglo-Indian and Indi

hied o ol :

Chrietian does not stand in need of any

reform.y It might however require recons

triotion if the coumittee is to be entristed

with ‘ﬁﬂ larcer "Advisory" zﬁnﬁ&&iboc. In

that case 1t may have on it representativgs
of the varipvs professions, such as Fnglngering

¥edicine, Technical pursuite and business

"

Anotber point of importance is

%y
§2
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:;icn of ‘the methods by which the adwantages

?Ef the guardianship systenm might, be brought .
?home to etudents and parents. Another sug-
iﬂastion ig that the: Secretaries uway be fur-
Wﬂighed with information about the welfare of

[ i r fra ed
B+re studente and how they get on frow year
‘ LS @1

B.o year until they return to India,

(111) Publications

It will be useful if the India Off1ice

| Sfetee. =

/

(i) to ipﬁ\e a monthly or qUarterly newa—

ot 0 fi,

\éper dealing with general irformation re=

F,@ardimg”ﬁﬂzkibh ina}ituggons and coileéee for

E
U@,;tgibution ta membero of Sl comﬁ.itwes,

; 11eges, aecondar? schoh;a and parents of

ining, medicinﬁp&c . : y
(1w) Other Matters, 7
. Secrstarizs of the Provincial } gk l{\,M’ .
gCommitteee eﬁould have iqifrmatii?tsfout' i } A 5iw}ﬁ i Ly
i Indian conditions andApossibilitiesAand IR :

should also be able to give advice abiout'courses
Shd " m ‘ i
of study in the U,8.4,, Japan and sipilak A

‘, ,‘:}“-"J
i countries, _ J
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Parsgraph 2 (iii).

Publications. The handbook is a useful compendilm

of 1nfqgma,tion but no new edition has been brought out

I

since 1914 and it is in many respects out of date. It would
be of great adv&ntage if the handbook eould be revised a.nd
republished annuully as is the case with calendars of

colleges and other educational institutions. - It would a.lao« 5
be of advantage 11 the handbook were to contain under each :
section standing information such as is pi'qvided in the

case of er_xgineering'by the pamphlet written by Mr.Campion.
Should it be found that the incorporation of standing
information in the handbook would render it too bulky or S

too "inelastic™, information of this nature might be 23 '

published in separate pumphlets. It is also neoassary that

the intormation contuined in an annual handbook should be

kept up to dute throughout the year. This could perhaps be =
done by means of periodica.l bulletins in whieh all ehmge; : ‘;_ 4
or additional information ari ﬁng during the quarter would
be recorded tugether with information as to the acadenic ;
careers of students and other information of 1ntarest to

members of committees, colleges, secondary schools and

purents of studeants in England. This would greatly lighten,

the work of becreta.ries and inerease the value of their 1
Services, and as they are not infrejuently asmd to advise :
students as to whether they should pursue pa.rticular lines " {
of study in England or take adva.ntage of such opportunities ' :
us8 are open in India, a handbook wntafni.ng momation as }
to the facilities which exist for pursuing aseerta.tn courae E
of study in India would also be of great s&rvice. .

-
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