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Conservation of Hampi Kuins, Bellary District. v

FEROLOBURES,
Station ... Madras ..., Dated dhe. l4th November

Fror /‘/%”?" Ay Ho-Longhurst; Beges—- -
/ @w?@é@;@ Sup ‘rippend nt, Archaeclogical Survey
Scut,hern Circle, Madras.,
T h‘ g%(w&zdy to é;ze gm}eénrwwf zfe%zo/ma
Heome Department. (Miscellaneous)

. Fort St. George.

I have the honour te submit ’he'rew‘ith' in quplicate,
copies of my "Inspection Notes on Ha.mpi Ruins", rda.téd.' the 20th
October 1216 and. ‘bo reques‘b 'bha.t Govermnent ma.y be pleased to
pass orders concerning /_the ollowir;lg p_re;posal i

(1) Maintenance or t.he Ka.ma.la.pur—Ha.mpi J*oad (vid.e para 6).
(2) Construction' * & branch read to the Vittala ‘bem,ple

(Vide paras ’7)

(o) Proposed new lesthouse at Hampi (Vide para 8) ’
é;ple

(4) Proper maintenance oI the Ma] yavanta Ragmatha.
" (Vide para 9). ¥
L Uate g :

Ccpiles of these .‘Inspéctlon l‘{otes have beeq rorwarded
to the Director Genera.%v of’ Archa.eollggy; the Sup‘ex"‘ ending
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of the important stroctural repairs
!;1;:’0‘{1;?39&’ these pgved codrtyards should be
taken in hand and the vegetation between the
| joints removed as far as possible.
e Vegetation might he permanently removed
from the tops of all the 1arge‘basements_of
buildings in the ruins, by prowdu.lg.these with
a layer of concrete and p}aster similar to the
terraced roofs over the big halls or mandapas.
In carrying out this repair to the King’s
Audience Hall, care must be taken not@r
obliterate the stone bases of the pillars that
once stood on this platform. By this means,
‘these basements would be rendered watertight,
free from the growth of vegetation in future,
and comfortable to walk upon. The same
remarks apply to the tops of large walls, ruined
gateways and minor basements or pedestals,
which at present are merely spread with earth.
If the above repairs are carried out the watch-
ers would have ample time to keep the roads
and buildings clean and in good order without
any extra assistance. -

4, Those paths which are to be turned into
“orass walks” should be provided with extra
kerbstones so as to clearly indicate their direc-
tion and the laiter should be whitewashed
overy year immediately after the rains. No
weeds or any vegetation, other than grass,
should be permitted to remain on any of the
buildings, enclosures or courtyards which are
being conserved as ancient monuments.

&, Harth-spreading. — Whenever earth is re-
quired for dressing roads, paths, compounds or
the floors of buildings, the Overseer should
point out the spot where the earth required
may be taken from, and this spot should be
out of sight. Some of the approaches to the
buildings, sides of roads, and the unpaved
enclosures, have been made unsightly by
coolies removing earth for this purpose.
When this matter is left to the discretion of a
cooly, he invariably chooses the nearest spot
where earth is obtainable and it does nof
trouble him if he spoils the approach toa
monument with a series of craters and trenc
that would do credit o a Hun. This kind of
thing seems to indicate a want of careful
supervision on the part of the Overseer. The
quality and quantity of work turned out
by the Contractor’s coolies, and also by the
permanent gang of watchers, rests mainly with

the amount of supervision their work receives:

from the Overseer, and the latter should bear
this fact in mind.

6. Roads—The roads in the Citadel are
maintained by the Public Works Department
and are in good order. The Hospet-Kamalapur
road is maintained by the District Board and

i

e

is now in fair order but requires immediate
repairs in places, but the road from Kamalapur
to Hampi is very bad indeed. Metal and earth
have been collected to repair this road, but some
of the material appears to have been lying by
the road for so long that a lot of it has been
washed away and more will have to be
obtained when the repairs are undertaken.
Since “jutkas” (the most uncomfortable vehicle
ever invented) are the only means of convey-
ance available to the visitor to Hampi and he
is compelled to travel by this particular road,
it would be as well if its maintenance were
made over to the Public Works Department as
it ig obvious that the task of keeping this road
in good repair is beyond the local District
Board. I understand that it is the desire of
the Government that Hampi Ruins should
become better known and more frequented by
the educated public. If such is the case, good
roads to the ruins are the first step in this
direction. Travelling by jutka on a really
good road can hardly be regarded as a “joy
ride,” but when it comes to travelling to
Hampi by this means on this particular road,
the visitor must feel very sorry for himself
indeed and would be unlikely to recommend his
friends to undertake the perilous journey, unless
he had a spite against any of them, then he
might suggest it as ani act of cruel revenge.

7. Two years ago, a new branch road to
the famous Vittala temple was sanctioned and
the necessary funds were allotted for the work.
The line of road leads from the eastern gateway
of the temple to the Talarigattu road. In
order to avoid a number of small irrigation
channels and a group of huge boulders at the
point where the proposed new road joins the
existing road to Talarigattu, the Collector was
asked to acquire a few yards of private land
for this purpose. Up to the present, thishe
has failed to do, so the visitor to Hampi is

| still without a road to the most wonderful and

beautiful building not only among the ruins,
but one of the finest buildings of its kind in
India. Why the acquisition of this wretched
strip of land should take all this time to
negotiate, I fail to understand. One would
have thought that it could have been acquired
under the Ancient Monuments’ Act if there is
no other legal means of obtaining it. The new
line of road would not damage the small strip
of private land over which it is proposed to lead
it, but would improve the value of the property
by providing it with a road by means of which
the owner of the land could remove the crops
raised in the adjacent fields by cart, direct to
the main road. If heis afraid of cattle tres-
pass, the sides of the road could be enclosed
by a hedge or a wire-fence. The owner of




the land cannot possibly have any reasonable

objection to the construction of the road, and

as the latter is urgently required in the inter-
Y ests of the public, the necessary land should
'/ be acquired and the road constructed without
|/ any further loss of time.

8. Kamalapur Rest-House.—The only rest-
house available to the visitor™ to Hampi, is
the small Public Works Department Inspection
Bungalow at Kamalapur. The building i« a
small temple which was converted into a dwell-
ing by a former Collector of the district many
years ago. It contains a central hall and two
bedrooms with very ill-arranged bath rooms.
The compound contains no well and water has
to be brought from the large village tank, nearly
a mile away from the bungalow. The present
accommodation for visitors is quiteinadequate,
and it would be a waste of money to build
additional rooms to the existing bungalow as it
is designed as a temple and not as a dwelling
and does not lend itself to any further success-
ful enlargement. Considering the importance
of the ruins both architecturally and historically,
and the factthat the Government desires to
make the ruins one of the * show-places” of the
Presidency, I venture to think that the time
has arrived when a first-class bungalow should
be provided here. Without good roads and
comfortable bungalow accommodation, no
“ ghow=place " is ever likely to be popular with
the public. For no sane person would care to
spend a holiday in undergoing a series of hard-
ships and discomforts. If the Government

. should sanction a new bungalow, the hest site
for the building would be on the top of the rocky
' hillock immediately inside the south-east cor-
i ner of the citadel, facing the large tank now
dry, to the west of the hillock, Here, all the
stone required for the building could be had
on the spot, the blocks being already cut and
dressed, as the ruined enclosure wall of the
citadel on the east side of the site could be
dismantled and used for this purpose without
the cost of carting. A well could be obtained
anywhere in the rice fields to the south of vhe
site, on the opposite side of the road to Hampi.
This hillock is the highest ground in the citadel,
the road into the citadel passes the base of it,
water could be obtained within two hundred
yards of it, it commands a splendid view of the
chief ruins being situated in the citadel itself
and is therefore Government property, it is
secluded and private but yet within half a mile
of the local bazaar and all the stone required is
lying ready on the spot. Owing to the unlimited
supply of cut stone available on the spot, a
~bungalow with plenty of accommodation and
ood thick stone walls could be constructed
ﬁere’ at a very moderate cost. Handsomely
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(Canp) KAMALAPUR,
20th October 1916.

< visitors to this wonderful old city. I should be

| very pleased to design such a bungalow in which

- a lot of this old materiul might be artistically

' introduced, should the Government desire me

/ I‘ do so, as in all probability, I know better than
anyone else, where all this material is located.

~

‘remain, he should be made to pay a fixed annual

under my supervision, some of the minor works

“them here. :

p

carved stone door-frames, lintels, plinth mould-
ngs, cut stone pillars for verandahs and sto
steps, may be obtained from the endless rnins
round about this site which are not being
conserved as ancient monuments, With all this
splendid material Iying on the spot, a very useful
building might be erected here for the benefit of

Y. Malyavanta Ragunatha temple.—This is a
large temple situated on the sacred Malyavanta
Hill to the east of the ruins and about 21 mil
from Kamalapur. It is the property of Govern-
ment but has been leased out to a priest from
Behar, who has revived the worship, and organiz-

‘ed a car festival. I have not got a copy of the
agreement with me at the time of writing these
notes, but if I remember rightly, one of the
conditions of the agreement is that the lessee is
expected to keep the building free from vegeta-
tion and the interiors of the buildings clean.
At present he contributes nothing towards the
repairs, does not remove any vegetation, keeps
the enclosure untidy, and allows a large herd
cows to foul the interiors of the buildings by
using them as cowsheds. Altogether, the
present arrangement is most unsatisfactory and
I would suggest that the lease be cancelled at
the earliest opportunity. Why this particular
person should be permitted to have this grea
bailding rent free, collect money from the
pilgrims who visit it, do nothing towards its
upkeep, prevent Huropeans from visiting the
main building, and keep the court
attendant buildings in an untidy and dirty co
dition, I fail to understand. If he is allowed to

rent which should be utilized in maintaining
the building in a proper state of repair and his
ows should not be permitted to enter the
‘enclosure. : e L

10. During this month (October) I
inspected all the monuments at Hampi with
the Overseer and shown him on the spot, what
repairs are now required. In order to save
time and also that the work might be started

have already been put in hand in anticipation of
sanction. These proposals were only of minor
importance and there is no necessity to describe

A. H. LONGHURST,
Superintendent, Archwological Sufvey‘,’%
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Submitting report on the proposals nade by the Buperin-
v tendent of Archoeological Surveywin his Ingpection notes on Ha.mpi‘ <

ruing’.

ENCLOSURES
5_&'1" D.Dis. No. 865.
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o ]

Slation ... Bellary ....... . Dated the .. 205h Fabriery. ... 191 7,

Jromn (@Came) Sd

(@wi\}wa%ow)v ..... Sl C oLl g e oun
Fo Fhe gejumw fo the @ovwwmewt of MTadzas,
HOME (EDUCATIONAL) D aztmam

‘%" ““Zry Adverting to Government's

dated 29th November 1916 forwarding for report & copy of

endorgemnent No.4183-1

ol

the letber No.767 dated l4th November 1916 from the Super-

intendent of Arohoeologlcal Survey, Madras, I have the

PR vrxny
*’ honour to report as follows on the four pointy raisged

by the Superintendent in para 1 of hig letter.

2. . M&intananoe of the Kemalapur Hampi Road.— This

Mainvenallos -/- o

u‘;m—u\; vl oo
road ig at present under the maintenance of the Taluk
\Mvﬁ}n PRECERR Y
oy Doa.rd, Hogpet the average annual cost of ma.in’oena,nce
h—$ SAE ,
1t leads solely, to the ruing of H&mpi &n&

being Rs.200.

a

ig used only by visitors to that place. Itgmainteh&noe




may therefore“y, as vsﬁgg@sted by the Superintendent

Aﬁﬁoab—

Works Depart—

logical Survey ,be transferred to the Public

ment, who maintain the roads within the ruinsg. The Super—

intending Engineer and the Tg}uk Bog_a.rd, Hospet whom I
\consulted in the m&ﬁter’ have no objection to the provosal.
The question of whether a® contzibution should be paid
from Local Fund to the Government on this account hag to
q

be settled by the CGovernment.

The Local Boards of this District are in chronic

need of funds and would be glad of this trifling relief.

3. Construction of & Branch Road to the Vittalas =
temple. -~ The delay in acquiring the land required for

the construction of the proposed roé.d was Rreopexiky vartly
due to the difficulty of finding suitable Government land
- to be granted in exchange for trifling emed extents of
unenfranchised service inams, through which the woad ig
to run. The Executive Engineer who was requested to

A
report if the proposed could not be re-aligned so as to
A

avoid the unenfranchised inams has replied to say that &
realignment of the road is‘poseibls, that he X/\;ould submit
the necessary land plans &c for the re-aligned road, in
due course and that the question of s,cquiring the un-—

A enfranchi sed inams ‘ma.y be dropped.

The Superintending

Engineer however who was also consulted in the matter

ig of opinion, ‘that the Branch road is not necessary at

g SO |
all, as there is a good vath-way from Aswath Na.ra.ya‘n‘ftemple. |

i

‘to the Vittala temple, which is legs than a mile. Any

one vigiting the former temple which .forms one of the

antiquities, can have eagy access from it to the latter.

1 I agree with tha

Superintending Engineer that the

unnecessary .

l proposed road ig

4.

New Rest House at Hampi.

to provide a hew Rest House nea.r to the ruing for the con-

Ag regards the proposal

o o

»venlenoe of visitors, the uuperlntendlng Englneer, doubtsg

if there rea.l Hhg exls.ts a necesgity for one ag there ig al- |

| ready a f:_Lrgt clags bungalow at Hospet begides the one

49 - elpeanahi aﬁm-&fm

e tioad
CeadiBes o s
e &) ok

oy
gt
——

it

+ the temple and by members of the: temple committes.

available at Kamala@;ur. I understand that the Superintend-

ing Enginec:;- hag also approved of the Execgutive Engineer's
propogal to add two. bath rooms to the latter and to have
& well in the dompound of . the bungalow. E“—e-ﬁ?.éonal".y I agree
with all that the Government Archoeologist says about the
discomforts of :

the prn.ssent bungalow. It ig an old temple
. S oreah B MR

of

an ancient tomb vT presume & really decent buﬂgalow
e e
could be justified om ulmllﬂ.f grounds to those which JU stify .

expenditure of public funds on the ruins themselves.

But 1t is & fact that at present there is no continuous

flow of wvisitors.

ntenance of the Malyavantham Raghunath

The management of the temple is governad by the

terms of an agreement executed by the priest as lesgse of

Pleage
see (G.0.45 Public dated 13th January 1908. It is not one
of the conditions of the agreement that the priest should :
Thig work appears to me to rall under ¢

¢le=ar the vegetation.

repairs to the temple, which it is the duty of the P.\".’.D.“
to execute and towards which the priest under clause (1)
of his agreement contributes 25% of the receipts from

Aworshippers

In regard to the Supurintendent'sv remarks about the
untidy and foul condition in which the temple was kept.
I have agked the Sub Cellector-Hospet to take steps to

persuade the DI’lF t to desist from keeping the cows ingide
and to keep the enclosures clean and tidy. We cannot

enforce this under the agreement.

6.
980 dated 3-2-1917 from the

Copies of the letter No.179 dated 8-1-1917 and
§5up91~intendiﬁg Engineexr IIT

circle, Bellary and the notes of inspection received with
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vared to take over the roed for maintenance by the Public Works

g 0 - < ket ‘
¢ ‘ﬁ e Copy of letter No.l79 dated 6th Jamuary 1917 from the
R 5 ; ‘e herewith submitted, ¢ ( : ‘ o ' ,
e e o ‘\1 i superintending Engineer, Third Circle, Bellary o the Collector
i of Bellary.
I have the honour to be, .
: | : Rof 5
pavy : | Referring to your letter Ref. C.Np.4635, dated
Your most obedient servant, . the 18th December 1916, I have the honour to s.ta.te o
(\&% j 9 1 ¢ (1) Maintenance of the Kamalapur-Hempi Road:~ T am pra—
|
|

For Lollector. | ‘
it Department , but the guegtion whether any contributien o

; . KK B9 51/ 4/‘ ' 1 be-paid by the District Board will have to be decided by

i . (q; | Go ve rrment .

3 ; } (2)  Congtruction of & Branch Road to Vittala Temple:- I
| :
|

am of opinion that the propoged branch road is unnecesuary.
| Vigitors that:go to Hampi ruins, are I bs‘].:i;eve, vigiting the
Kodamdaramna swani tenple :and A.awatbaﬁaraya.n temple. From As-—
wathenarayen Temple, the Vittala temple iy less than & & mile,
and there iy a good path-way. Accesi to the Vittala tem;ﬂ.?

cannot be s&id to be difficult and I consider the proposed

branch road unnecegsary.

(3} Proposed new Rest fdouse at Hampi:-- A first clags

bungalow has been provided at Hospet and the bungalow avail-
able at Kamalapuz; seems enough to me%th@ reguirements of
vigitors at the Hampi ruins. I doubt if a new bungalow is
really necessary. I have not had sufficient experience of the
district to make & definite s;r,atement‘ but it seems to me

Q that the question may safely lie over for the present.

(4, Proper meintenance of the Malyavantham Raghunatha

temple:-—— As pointed out by you it 18 not one of the condi-
tions of the a.gre.en;'entr that the priest Phnulc?\aleat." the vebge—
tation. Para (b) of the c,ondition of ’ohe a.graehfnt gtates
tﬁat the nnevt shoﬁld keep the tmnnle in good oondl{‘lo’t\and
ythat for thl. pur; o e he ihoﬁld renort to the Bub Divisional
Officer from time the repalirs required‘for the buildings. The
above condition i?nplieﬂ ths.f repairs reduii’ed for tpg_builg;{_,ng

" should be executed by Governmment and not by the priest. Keeping

TS aN S



the temple in good condition apart from ths'repairs required i o

bngineer Ballury
~ Circle, “Belmy*’

s o¥hy She building devolves on the priest, and. the priest may‘ 1 s

be called upon to keep the temple properly swept and also tb

‘desipt from uging the temple &z cow-gsheds. This however 18

a point on Whloh authoritative legal opinion may be necessary.

Public Works Department.

Office of the

supérintendihg Engineer.

~Bellary.

f

g i - M. nm o rangum;iy ‘ ; ’ i

No.979, ' lated 31m~, Ja.nuary 1917

gt

ByMRRy Rao Ba.hadur L.D. Venkatarsme Ayyar Avl. L BUA, BE 2
‘ ‘ Superintending Engineer; III Girole e
" ; ¥ - ‘:‘I ¢
. 41 o e e
Read the 1ollowing -

o il 6

bath rnomﬂ to tha existing bungblow‘mt K‘mmlap r‘ia approvwd

he prov1sio of a wall in the dompnund nf th bungqlow 13,‘

b

: ‘;)‘uparintanding I:.ngineer III Cirola i
ok e . AR . Bellary. A
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