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/ Gobernment of Endiz,

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, V/
( General. )

Delhi, the 6th March 1917,

>

The Hon'ble Sir E.D. Maclagen, K.C.1.E., C.S.1.,

s§c1"etary to the Government of lndia,

-

The Secretary to the Gevernment of Madras,

Educational Department.

.

Sir,
1 sm desired to forward a copy of a letter dated the
19th of December 1916° from Mr. A.D. Dickinson, an American
Expert, in which he asks whether he could be employed on
library work in Indis.

ke The Government .of India have replied to Mr. Dickinson
that they are unable in present circumstances to offer him

employment: but, in accordance with the suggestion made in

his postscript, a copy of his letter ig forwarded to the
larger provinces and to the Regigtrar of the Calcutta
University for sguch further action a.s thsy. may think
advigable in direct cbﬂmunica.tion with him. I am in this
c@nne::tiom to add that Mr. Dickin:'on was?gployed during the
cold weather of 1915-1916 by the Punjab University and it
is understood that he was found to be an energstic and
capable man whose work and instruction were o.r congiderable
valus, -

I have the honour to be,'

1rs '
Your most obedient servant,

SO aledpn




Secretary for the Educational Department,
Governmart of Indig, Delhi, India,

-

Hempstead, ¥. Yieh WCBLA L

December 19, 1916, :

Sir: -~
I have recently returned from a year in Indisa ag

Librarian of the University of the Punjab. Iy work there

inelunded (1) a six weeks' course of leetures to librarians

on modern library methods, (2) Planning and Supervising the
re-organization of the University Library, {3} writing the
'"Pun jab Iibrary Primer' for the guidance of my pupilshfter
my departure, - it should be ofi the Press by the time you
receive this letter.

On my way home T Visited the Imperial and University
libraries in Calentta, and I hope you will not consider it
impertinent if 1 say that ag an expert librarian I wasg
strongly impressea by the need for improvement in hoth
institutions, From what I have seen and heard T thdnk T
¢an risk the sosertion that there is not o Sihgle well-
orgenized library in British India,

An honest snd not wholly selfish dqsire o have a{hanﬂ in
the splendid work of you British in Tndia has induced me to
venture to cnll your attention to this state of affairg as
I suppose it is the aim of your Department to see that mone y ‘
appropriated to the canse of education is speng to the
best advantaze, You are spending and have spent a cood
deal of money for books, and yet - if Jou can pardon my
plain speaking - Jou have seareely anything in the counury
that could be called a library. For an aggregation of
books is no more g library than a pile ‘of’ briecks ig g
house. :

'vs in A'ﬂ@‘lcl are generally scknowled 7ed to be ahead of

the rest of the world in our lib*ar" metho! 's. The foree of



circumstances had led us %o devote g great deal of attention

to library sciencs. There: ig nothing spe cially difficwlt or

abstruse shout the matter: o nothing speelally creditable o
us.

The. benefactions of our millionaires to libraries have

stimulated their deve;mprrient until dn this Pield we have

gone ahead of the rest of the world. That is all. . and

as goon as the worla realizes this Tact there will be asg

demand for american librarians as erists for american

great: a

dentists

I wish it could be made possible for me to.be the means of

vintroducing riod ern library methogs throughout Indi

would make every rupeed that JOU are now spending on books

do the' work

e 1 IG
ok bnih s dheudsseehd e 30 54 BLuo of five, and 1t wonld multiply the bemefits to be

derived from expenditures already made; while the total cost
for thesw

‘hole country womld be less than that of & single
ill-planned library building. Efficieney is an over-worked
expression, but nowhere is it mors ‘dmportant or less fre.
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guently found than in libraries.

e
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My time in Lohore was all too short, If T, or ady other

expert librarian, could snand three ‘ears in the large cities

SRR

the assembled native librarians, the permsnent benefits to the |
: BRIT. cohl & F bt A - stigelon afd

whole country would he simply inealeulable, *
£ £U0T LLah OF S irfuey |
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15,000 for nine
But I suppose there is work to be done at

The University of the Punjab paid me Rs.
i ¢o !

&

months' work.

! Simla and otner hill statiors, so I could arrange to give you
' fgon

§ about eleven months' qerv1 e each year.
L ey B Aood 50T ) Lagh e

i enclose some copy concerning myself which hag been pre-
ok apbddves —laseppr o —oatiaene il ‘

| pared for the next edition of 'Who's Who in Arerica', and can
LR amann A > TOR e IEicalad hinn [ dod

. refer you to the University authorities at Lahore for further
> .
e e ¥ L Arte S 2 R0 ) i

information as to my Personality, ability, and political
& opinions.
e T oo { 95 £ el @ g

Mr. Page, our Ambassador at the gourt of gt.

o . James, knows me well; he is in fact a member of the firm

of publishers by whom I am now employed I am greatly




Yo

. ’ G interested in India and the Indians, but heartily #m sympathy
e A Vo : e with the British raj. Have had the‘pleasure of lecturing
i STt " - G upon thesebsubjects several timeg siﬁcevmy return to this
S omIdath = country, ;
¢ btk : ¢ ! ; If I same to you for turee vedrs I could afford to resignr
S L it my present position ag iiterary adviser énd editor with
For nn o E A Doubleday, Page & Go. They granted me onIy’a Jear's leave
ad TEiw avasy :' 'E] - b %0 go to Lahore, whence T Wwas obliged to return hefore my
. % SRR i Wwork had been carried ¢ far as I could wisﬁ.
i il [ e ¢ :

If you are at all intérested in this project I hope I may
have the great pleasure of hearing from you s00on, as I have
recently received overtures from the library authorities of

2 Western city and should be sorry to commit myself definite-

1y to them if there is a chance of undertaking a greater
work in India.

Yours very respectfully,

A. D. Dickinson.

P.S.- If your Department is unable to take up thig

g /

3 i matter, I should be greatly indebtqd if you woula pass this

o

letter on‘to the educational authorities of some university,

\

S ! \province or state whieh might be interested. .

1




Diekingon, Asa Don, librarian and bookman ; b.
Detroit, Mieh., May 15, 1876; nephew Don . Dickinson;
ed, Brooklyn Latin School, Golumbia Law Sehool, N.Y.

State Library Sehool, and by foreisn travel and residence;
m., Helen Winslow Dickingon (523 - maiden name) June 6,
1908, on staff Brooklyn public Library, 1903 -1906 ,

where organized Dep't for the Blind: Sec'y Long Island
Library Glub, 1905-1906 ; Lib'n, Union College Library, |
1906~1967; Lid'n, Leavenworth Tree Public Library,

1907;;910; Library Organizer, Kansas Library Association,

1908-1910; Lib'n, Washington State College Library,
1910-1912; on ediforial staff Doubleday, Page & G0y
1912-1915; organized Punjab libraries for University of
Punjab, 1915-1916; memher Ameriean Libfary Assoclation,
1903 to date, Author; Punjab Library Primer, 1917.
Editor: children's Book of Chrigtmas sStories, 1913
Europe at War, 1914; the Kaiser, 1914; (hildren's Book of
Thanksgiving Stories, 1915; stories of Achievement, 1916,

Contr'r. to Library Journal, Publiec Libraries, ete.

Home; Hempstead, N.Y. Office; Country life Press,

Garden gity, N.¥.
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