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ACCOMMODATION IN 81001@
MATTERS |

The Hon'ble Rao Bnhldnr ’lf Ra
resolution which I wish to move is in these m.-—-

<E . Tlm Council recommends
mittee of officials and non-officials
sufficiency or othm of the

odnoation for boyl.

# Ey Lord, a great &enl of pnbho sﬁm-hn%n
secondary edu Qt:on in thig Prequhaoy, it )
condition of secondary education Lave come sup for oohd )
conferences fromt time to time and I beli Exeoal
has also eonvened oonferencoo of ed

| secondary edueation, and IM mﬁ*ﬁ vself tio
| accommodation in the _ y sch
these schools thmnghout the - y.




’ o ra ldl
i‘fox school be;-s and hﬁ‘dly 8
¢arc or have ceased to bo bo
*‘se'hool must be in w:pomtmn
|* pupils who do not reside with
¢ of supervision ordmanly a

#

approprmte to the state c;;f ,thm
state of things for the teach
| expected of them,

“ With these remarks I shmﬂ&

sohools having 500 pupils and more in
| st of schools with 1,000 pupils and mo

* Coming 1
' between 500 and 1,000 boys on their

The distriets are montmned and the nmes of Wl,

' far a3 possible T have tried to make this
' a slight mistake in une of them. ng
in my statement is 839. The institutio
- apother institution in the same dis
 below 500 pupils on tha rolls ‘tl

3 “ My Lord, as :
- which aimed at the disap
endowments and of the ru
which to some extent
' in the Presidency. The
' ten years of trial has
 centres without the care of fhelt
. and without adeyuate :
be pursued by

ﬂmr time over ‘again

hoee sohoo

‘fhen' studies in the elemmhr] m et
ools
at
a 8




RESOLUTION RE COMMITTEE TO REPORT ON '
OF ACCOMMODATION IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS AN

| (Mr. Ramachandra Rav.) [22!15 b

«T have during the last few days, my Lord, received various.
from the headmasters in which they say that there is hardly room for
that are coming into their schools, that the want of incomplete secon
greatly adding to their difficulties; that the departmental rules and Ig
which they are worked have caused the disappearance of these schools
their disadvantage; some remedy is urgently required ; and that the pr
erowding is a yery serious matter. K X e

«1 do not propose to trouble your Excellency’s Government and
Members with anv further extracts from the letters of these headmaste
that the Hon’ble Mr. Stone will not deny the facts and that it will be ad
the present state of erowding is an evil which has fo be grappled with
already brought to the notice of the Council, the question of
modation is a matter of considerable importance, and when it is |

nearly ten thousand hoys have to go at 8 tender age — if they wish l:go
form, they will be eleven or twelve years,f age — to these schools an _
place not under the care of their parents or guardians but in messes, that is a i
serious evil which has to be removed. Therefore, my Lord, the .ﬁhﬁ?& “question
which your Excellency’s Government have to eonsider 18, what is to be doue with this
condition of things. That is the reason why I ask for the appointment of a tor amittee.
The problem is not at all an easy one. The whole problem of secondary education,
I regret to say, has not been considered in the light in whaeh it should be. d,
the policy pursued has resulted in a set-back in ten years and notwith
. statements made by Directors of Public Instruetion since 1896 that th
adequate facilities for secondary education the policy that is pursued is
reverse and has resulted in the taking away of the existing facilities.

% This brings me, my Lord, to that portion of my resolution rect
mends to this Couneil the adoption of some measares to afford inore i " ies for
boys to pursue secondary education. In this connection I should draw the attention
of Honourable Members to another statement * before them showing the strength of the
fourth class and the first form. That shows that in the first form the number of bm
that were reading on the 31st March 1902 was 15,920 ; on the 31st March 1915
the number was 17,058. 8o that you will see, that, so far as secondary 2ducation 18
concerned, I sm referring to {hose who wish to enter.on the secondary stage—there
has been considerable stagnation cspecially from 1908 up-to-date. That i8 ong point
that 1 should like to place before Honourable Members before I proiieed further. As

ARG “Jn reviewing the
0 Sy

ding on acceptes
~ ‘whieh he considered ¢ need!
. hopes that there was &

rbgards the statements of Directors of Publie Instruction to which I made some
reference 1 should probably bring. to the notice of the Honourable Members the
exact words in which referenee to this matter was made, Time after time 1806

it was asserted by successive Directors of Publie Instruction that the

secondary education were nof enough and that therefore some attempt

made to afford better facilities. This went on till the time when Sir Alf

took charge of the department when he came to the conclusion that seconda
tion was not a matter of urgent importance in this Mm}f; Writing ¢

of things in 1896-1897 Dr. Duncan expressed himself as fo _—

“ It hias heen shown that several thousand pupils do not continue their studi

lower secondary stage, and that this is probably owing in large measure to the ir

supply of the upge.r secondary schools.  Again a comparison of the number of _

primary stage of instroction with the sggregate number in the first form of lowe

| : schools reveals & striking disparity. For example on the 31st March 1806 there

boys in the former schools, whilo on the -same date in 1897 there were only

AL lower forms of the secondary schools ; or in other words, only about § per
& primary stage of instruotion paes from this to the secondsry stage. Mush of
i3 : of course, to be expected in view of the fact that primary education is inten
& and that many among the poorer classes cannof. hope to acquire more than

three R’s. At the same time wo should ba justi AT that am
continne their studies there are thousands whose education their parents
glad to advance if proper schools were within reach. The returns rece
should be observed, show only 460 lower secor ' ¢
.ﬁmmbere@ that only 2656 of these are pro
ese oonsiderations point to the conclusion

and lower grade—-are abeclutely needed.
_question.' &2
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X  RESOLUTION RZ COMMITTEE TO REFORT ON THE SUFFI
"\ OF ACCOMMODATION IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS AND O

(Mr. Stone.) (228

The Hon’ble Mr. J. H. Srosg:—* Your Excellency, in the first
possibly it may be of some little use to consider for a moment what :
cation 18. The Houourable Member has spoken of secondary education .
the word secondary was merely a word and a form of classification, if
achools. ¥ think T way take it that, when he speaks of secondary
has in mind that kind of eduneation which involves a knowledge of
looks primarily or prineipally towards the University. That is to say,” by
#@ucation he means that link which, joips elementary education with:
education. Perhaps I may take it that that is what he understands by
education. He claims that the attitude towards secomdary education be
unfavourable of late and he gives the credit for’ that to Sir Alfred Bourne. I
annecessary for me to say how far Sir Alfred Bourne himself was resmonsible for
policy pursued in the matter. Certainly the policy pursued was the poliey of
Government and not the policy of a mere agent, the Director. The policy pursned,
speaking quite roughly, Ifhink, bas been that funds being limited, as they always
are, the Government take the line that the bulk of the money fivailable for edu-
cation must be spent, and should be spent, on elementary educativn, and that l)eugf1
so, the gum available for secondary educstion wus comparatively small and has
remainedismall. That is one aspect of the policy of the Government, = = ©

“ Anjother point—and that was no doubt urged by Si# Alired Bourne—was that
secondary education, if it was to be of any use at all, must be good education It

must be something different in kind, I think [ may say, from elemen education.

The elementary school does mot necesearily lead to the secondary school. So we
have got this sharp distinction between secondary and elementary education, That
was one eause of the fall in the number of secondary .schools that the Honourable
Member speaks of. Another canse was, of course, the faet that some schools whxohi
were classed as secondary before 1906-07 were not strictly speaking secondary
schools, not secondary sehools in the sense in which 1 have ventured to use the wx%‘
¢ secondlary,” whatever is the sense in which the Hondurable Member himsalf uses it.
They were middle vernacular schools. These were brought at that txsne under 8
different classifieation and called higher ¢lementary schools. ThY remained much -
the same as they always have been, but the name was altered. I do not deny that
there was also some loss of lower secondary schools teaching English corresponding to
the present incomplete secondary schools. But my point is that the loss is not so
great as would uppear by merely looking at the figures in the Honourable Mpmber’s List.
“ What was the reason for which Sir Alfred Bourne diminished the namber of
these lower secondary schools ? The mere fact that a lower secondary school was
called au incomplete secoudary school does not mean that theTehool ceased to esist.
1t is the case however some schools were not allgwotl to continue as secondary ahd they
were brought down to the level of elementary. What was the  reason of Si A.lfrg{
Bourne? The simple reason was that there were quite & number of schools which
were not giving anything in-the yature of secondary education at all, although they
went under the name of lower secondary. He did it of course in the interests of
efficiency, his line of thought being that, if the State recoguised or countenanced
schools, it made itself responsible for the education given in them and he was not
epared to ask the Governmeut to undertake the respousibility for the education
given in these schools—responsibility, that is, for calling it secondary, for calling. it
something superior to elementary and encouraging the people to send their boys to such
schools under the impression that they were getting something superior to what {
might get in any village school. 'Ihat is a pomt which this Council someti
overlook, that, when the Government recognise a school, they are making
reeponsible. The Government have no right to recognise a school as sec
they are perfectly aware that the work done is not of a secondary kine
they are perfectly aware that parents had better not send their childi
school. R g5
*“That is the reason of the rules which, Honourable Members
are h:rs‘:l hI ddt:lylthat the rules we lay down f ondary
respect harsh, am most stro of opinion that ou
not harsh. On the other hand ungrlqunﬁ educationi;
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#~ RESOLUTION RE COMMITTEE TO REPORT ON

OF ACOOMMODATION IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS

(Mr. Ston

depends whether this sharp distinction between elementary
is to be maintained in future as it has been maintained i
rule which obliges boys who eome from elenientary schools to «
either pay an extra feé or undergo an extra “year's instruety
'coercive rule preventing boys from going from eleizentary to secor
'that ie done away with as recommended by the committee,
" elomentary and secondary schools will be removed so f
' rules. That, I .think, is very likély to make consi
~ conception of the relation between elementary &
that point is decided, I should say it 18 extremel
committee. There are -other things recommen
the recommendation ¢ that for the purpose of granting
upils of marked ability, expenditure by managing be
ﬁmit of 10 per cent of the fee income reckoned at stan
legitimate expenditire for the purpose of assessing the
school provided that the scheme for the award of sch
received the approval of the Director of Public w
eause a good deal of loss to Government, * The
regard to endowments. Tf this were safictioned, agay
would be considerable, Another small recommenda
pensions and gratuities fo those teachers who are notd
and on supplementary stipends to teachers under traj
expenditure on teaching staff.”  All these things 3
There is another recommendation about thé manner of ~
gsecondary schools : ¢ that a portion not esceeding 15 per
available for teaching grants to secondary schools be reser:
Director of Public Instraetion to such schools as, &
Grant-in-Aid Code, receive liftle or no teaching gran
to the committee, very largely in order that I may be
more for these struggling lower secondary, Schooled 8o -
means escaped the attention of the Goveriment, andthe
exhaustively discussed by a committee of officials an
that the summoning of another such committee for di
the same points conld be of real advantage. '

“ Supposing such a committee was summoned to consider
schools, that is to gonsider. the supply of gecondary s
commitiee give any useful advide beyond possi?zﬂv ‘
open more schools ?  Could they give waany advi
even if it were a large one, could not have information

" way in which we can find what schools are wanted in cer
communicating with the boards concerned, and if morsy
additional schools by local boards, that would be the first
should communicate with the boards and find out where sehools
tageously opened. = I do not think the committee could be of mul
We have always been acoustomed to rely mainly on private ag
to open secondary schools. The principle has be
prepared {o aid secondary education, they ar
supply of secondary schools cither from Pro
upon private effort. Could a. committee do
or direet private effort 7. T do not see how it could
inelined to think that a committes could not be e

- 1 gathered however from the Honourable Member,
secondary education—I do not 'deny that there:
~of board lower secondary schools. Very well ;
thet. In fact T do not know whether anyone w
;rg schools i8 to Le largely inoreased, it
“Tfiat is the only direction practically in which we e
of echools. 1 do not tit;n 0 o could
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{Mr. Rama Ayyangar ; Mr. VMMJI

the views of the Government in the matter of encourage
T am one of those that believe that there should Me such
sacundary education now provided and that extra grants shoul also
that centres where we have more than one secondary school or
" have much less support than centres which are far remote from places wh
prevails largely and I believe that there should be a proper distribution ; ¢
ragement should be given to Tocalities whieh are now back ward bat wi
on the very brink of the stage where they could be casily, transfo
secondary schools, Hucouragement properly shown will easily dev
education. Private effort in this Presidency is sufficiently great, and
mulus is given, it is likely to grow again on praper lines, not on the
Alfred Bourne thought that in many cases sehools ‘were not safficient]
therefore it was better that they were reduced to the grade of high
schools, That was the then policy of the Government. We have prac
that view, and it is now held very properly that secohdary education ma _enco
raged as much as possible. If that is so, this ehax%a of polioy will be sufficient ind -
cated by the committee that will be appointed. The work that the committee does
of meeting in places where private effort has to be stimulated will considerably
Jocal patriotiem and also jndace persons, who have an inelination to spent
direction, to come up and take the opportunity when suffieient inducement is
in the nature of grants, which again, I submit, will be regulated by
according to the needs of the locality. TREE -

« [t will'not be out of place to point out that ydur Execellency’s
in the Ramndd district has been quite fraitful in inducing many Nath
to come forward to start beneficial institutions which Il dan
pg\'e only that Chettinad would have been mueh
been givenat an eurly stage. It will be sfmilarly evids
kind recommendud by the resolution is appointed, ill
and be able to show also ‘what kind of belp will stimulate that
gecondary educati®n successfally, My Lord, that will be on an
not to be lost sight of. Ao ; :

_ “ These poinfs that were made were practi
ted thit a remedy was needed. ‘I'he only objection :
the resolutions and deliberatiofs of the last conference stood
that cannot affect the qaestion at present raised. A doubt wa
Mr. Stone whether this committae would really stimulate
my Lord, it is houud to, aud the real principle of the distribu
very beneficially decided by this committee, and [ think, to the
Government in sucl a way as will make every pigthat is given outas
of the best results in secondary education. . This point has
Oouncil and I submit there is 4 good case made out:for starting
kind to stimulate private effort in every part of the Provinee.””

The Hon’ble Mr. B. Veakarararr Rasu:—* Your
pleasure in supporting the proposition laid before th
Mr. Ramachandra Rao. TTe Hon’ble Mr. Ramachanir
notice of the Council one fact—that there Y
sehools to provide accommodation for all the
schools that are in existence are few. My L
Council that in regard to the $58-—now the He
for the next year—340 schools that are in e
in towns. In most towns there will be
Presidency we have about 581 towns with a

- which require schools which bring up the
collegiate education ; and out 1 tow
800 towns that are not at all provided

~ expenditure that is.made out
- funds of distriet boards and




- think that there will be any practical difficulty in solvin

collect information and to repart upon the conditions in each district and

i okt is o propone

ACCOMMODATION IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS:

(Mr. 4.8, Krishna Kao ; Rev. G. Pz %j

in Bengal, we bave one for every 380 square miles in this prov
another test I find, my Lord, that the percentage of boys in the
Euglish school to the male sehool population is 80 in Bomba
whereas it is.only 58 in Madras. Again applying another tes
boys of a sehool-going age of whom one is 1 the secondary stage ¢
wo find that it is 34 in Bombay, 49 in Bengal, but 52 1a Madras :
figures in order to show that the rate of progress achicved is noty wh
with the sister provinces of Bengal and Bombay, satisfactory, and that w
concentrate our efforts to show much better progrees. i 144
« The next point is on what lines wo should proceed. The recent resolution
which has heen published about the lines on which reforms should be effected in.
carrying out the recommendations of the Decentralization Commission mwupt{;y of
serious consideration. The Government of India there state that, so far as losal
bodies are voneerned, they must mainly look after primary education. . T i
distinet terms that, so far as secoudary education is concerned, it shiould be I3
a charge on the provineial revenues.' They, however, have a word of
indicating that that reform cannot be earried into effoct all at ence; but thal
be the line on which progress should be made. The Honourible mover poiute
out in the course of his remarks that when he called for information ay'to whether

s -

there was any definite scheme for the expansion of secondary l;gdneatio‘n’ he was.

informed by the Dircetor of Publie Instruclion that no such scheme had I
preparcd. It is that aspect of the question which 1 wigh to impress on the attenti
of this Couneil al present. Whether a committoe’ is appointod just on the lines
Yecommended by the Honourable mover or not ie a different thing altogether. “Is it
not neceseary {hat in view of tha ehanges that have been made from time to time and:
in view of the recommendations of the Decentralization Commission regarding this |
jmportunt question, and i view of the declarations and _pronouncements nmdé?gy;thef;i
Government of*India on the spread of secondary edueation, a definite scheme should |
be drawn up for the expansion of secondary education? It is no doubt a guestion of |
funds apd the Government will have to take into consideration as to how fur and
what extent funds could be'spared for that purpose. If we agree that a scheme i
be drawn up for the purpose of carrying out the resolution, the poirt for consideration
is whether it is unreasonable to agk for the appeintment of  committee to settle th
question. . x : : ,
« The Hor'ble Mr. Stone pointed out that very récently there was a committes
whick: sat and deliberated wpen varioug points, that suggestions have been made for
the improvement of secondary education, and that final orders have not heen passed
on their recommendations, ¢ kvidently that committee did not go into the guestion
epecifically brought forward in this resolution, They did pot take into consideration.
the adequacy or atherwise of the secommodation available and devise mensures for th
purpose of imparting education to those who have not been able to get acmission inte
secondary schoals. e poes g
“ 1t was poiuted out that a commilitee would net be able to get information bou
all the secondary schools in this Presidency. It is true that if there is to be
central committee that is to inquire into the conditions, of schools in the w
Presidency, thers may be gome difficulty. But suppose on the other hand it is

4  RESOLUTION RE

¢ 3 e

resolved that there should be a small central committee and that the central committee
is given the option of enlisting one or two representatiyes from euch distriet, T do not
: r the problem. i
committee might congist of as few members as possible go that they ﬁigh’t«-
the work of .the local committees ; and the locat committees will be in

of improvement. I therefore submit that there is absolutely no reason
refusing the tequost that hea been made ahout the appo
enquire juto tiis matter ” o Sl

_ The Howble the Rev. . Prrrsvorics :—“ Your Fx
to say that we are indebted to the Hon'ble amachan
bas given us. I have very corbiderable sy
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- dncrease of fees and private effort alone for the improvement of ]

- of educational improvemen and the
, cannot be left to

it

A0 RESOLUTION RE COMMITTEE TO REPORT ON THE §
OF ACOOMMODATION IN SECONDARY SOHOOLS' AND

£ Mr. Ramachandra Rao.) ~ [223p Noveusms 1916,

The Hon’ble Rao BaHadur M. RaMACHANDRA RAo :-—t* My Lord, I think, so far
a8 I have been able to understand the Hon’ble Mr. Stone, that he does not deny the
necessity for the expansion of secondary education. 'There are three or four questions i
which are involved m this resolution. (ne is the state of overcrowding in the
existing institutions: The second is what might be done with referpnce to the exist-
ing institutions in order to relieve this congestion. The third is the general question
«f the necessity for expansion in the matter of secondary education in this Presidency. @
My Lord, I could not quite eateh what the Hon’ble Mr. Stone said, but he sid
something about doing violence to his educational conscience. I trust that some of the T
statements made by him, probablz he himself feels, are causing some kind of violence B
to his educational conscience. We do say that the existing state of overcrowding in
schools is an onmitigated evil. Tue Hon’ble Mr. Stone has stated that it is quite
possible that an institution with one thousand pupils might be quite a good institu-
tion while a weak institution with 250 might be a bad one. T am not talking of wuy
theories in this matter. - I have placed hefore the Council facts and figures which
show the state of education and the feeling in the educational world itself, apart from
the lay opinion outside the educational institutions. Sp that, so far as the main repl
of the Government is concerned, I am very much dissatisfied with the attitude taken'
up by them. There is no statement that any more funds would be devoted to" 0
secondary education ; nor is there any promise that the question how far incomplete F
secondary schools can be brought into existence would be_esnsidered. The Hon'hle ,'
Mr. Stone expressed his personal sympathy with the necessity for more secondary = ‘
schools, Therefore, on the general line of reply that has been taken on b}bnlf of the -
Government, I must express my dissatisfaction.

* I have been here in this Couneil for nearly six years und I do not remember
one instance in which the proposal to appoint a committee has been weleomed by the
‘Government and the reasons assigned by the Hon’ble Mr. Stoue on the present
occasion for opposihg this particular proposition did not at all come asa surprise =
either upen me or upon my honourable friends. Whenever there is a progosal for
the appointment of a commitwey first of all it is suggested that there is no work,and ©
the second thing is that the commitiee would be useless ; and the third thing is that v
the committee do not know enough of the subject—aeverv possible and conceivable il
reason thut ean be urged against a committee on any subjeet are suggested. Yot we i
find in another province, the United Provinces, a committee lias' béen nppointed and
it Vas been found poesible for that committee to go round and see all $he institutions  ° o
uud. what i3 possible in the United Proyinces must be possible also Lers. Perhaps, we :
may be tcld that the conditions &re differentand what is good for one province is not
good for another. I have heard every argument that may be urged against the
appointment of a committee and therefore the arguments urged on the present
oecasion do not take me by sunprise. However, I am quite willing to accept the
suggestion of my Honourable friend the Rev. Mr. Pittendrigh which has also been
supported by the Hon’ble Mr. Chidambaranatha Mudaliyar who himself is the
manager of a well condueted secondary seltool. 1f the Government are prepared to
undertake an enquiry into this matfer, I am quite willing that it need not necessarily
be a committeo that should examine the conditions. Let them deputean officer to ;
visit "each distriet and submit a scheme for the distribution, or ratheér the distri- :
bution, of schools and to suggest ays and means by whish more money might be
utilised for secondary education. I am quite willing to fall in with the suggestion

-

which has beenmade.. - -, . i » gL i
“ On the question of funds, as [ already stated, it was the idea somehme ago _:1
that in the matter of secondary edueation private effort was the only means to'which

the Government looked for expansion. I have already stated that ‘the Allahabad
Eﬂxcational Conference has put it on-record that it was absolutely necessary that
secondary education should not be permitted to look. after itself. Perhaps it is
better that I should read the exact wording of the concluding parag that
resolution of the Conference in the matter of secondary education ; ¢ Pa

fore as are the claims of primary education, it would not be

Lhe Directdrs generally put the improvement
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It seems to mé that we must pay grants to sceondary schools
they do and not distribute the sum at our disposal to localitien
the Houonrable Member would like. et s

¢ With rogard to the Hon’ble Mr. Krishna Rao’s idea about a Cer
which should be helped by distriet reprosentstives, we have go th
bave got the boards and anything that the loeal representatives or
tatives could do counld be done by the boards if we apply to
the Central Committee or the district representatives woul
business at all, ‘ e _ |

«Tha Hen'ble Mr. Ramachandra Rao referred to what T said about
my educational conscience, 1 said T had to do violenee to my educational con
not applying our riles as strictly as we ought to and we have to put up with i
fections 1 the schools which [ would gladly not see. I ﬂaSlpe&ng of these
secondary schools. : it

“ With regard to what the Honourable Member said about the Gover
granting or not granting sommittees, I was rather surprised to hear it, becau
March we had a commitiee which was granted in the previo%)old weather an
have just had & committee on female education which was granted last May. ©
second occcasion the Government did not demur, but granted a commmfttee in
readicst possible manner and T do not think that any great &iﬂicult%f was made ab
the grast of the committee whioh held its meeting in Mareh. 1 think wi
unwillingness the Government may bave had as regards othor committees, it doss u
apply to committees for discussing educational matters. T Rl

“ Then, your Excellenéy, the Hon'hle M. thten&%ighm gested that

special officor instead of having a o
are many reasons that might be avged against that. One that oecurs to me 1xp
ately is that the department is already ghorthanded and itis extremely diffie
find & special officer. However, I do not think that the objection to' ha
conunittee is really any the less applicable to baving 8 special officér. . The
that the Edacationsl Department 18 being credited with being much more ig
than it is. Wedo not need any special machinery for gettin - information,
have got so much information that it is diffiealt to get abreast of if. It T were
a little time to sit down and make out a schomo of expansion of secoudary edueitio 0
and find aut where schools are wanted, I have not the smallest doubt thas T
be able to do it. If I wére to do it the sum involved would be staggering t
Couneil. ' X . A S R

% I'have no doubt that it certainly will be a very much largor one %;
Government will be prepared to find. W can get to the bottom of things; bul
where is the money to come from? Everyhody knows that this is partiealarly 4 tiny
when it is diffieult to get moncy. Where is the money to ¢ome fror for a vep
large expansion of secondary education ? Honourable Membere ‘ask us for
compulsory education and we say among other things that it is a very expensiv
Teaving that subject, Honourable Members eome and say ¢ we want an encrmous
expansion of sccondary education.” You canuot have it both ways. Y ‘
have a large expansion of elementary education, and s large expansion of &
education in the present restricted state of our Ananees. IR

« After all, that is reaily a practioal answer to the whole question.
becomes more available, we shall no doubt find mora_money: for seconds
And the way of spending it has been decided upon or recoramonded to
by the recent conference in what 1 may call a very satisfactory wi
departed a good desl in that recommendation from our favou
that granfs should be given strictly speaking in aid. = IE any
he must put down a rupeein order to getit. The perce
to L reserved and to be put by to be given on ,
towards correcting auny shorfeoming that is caused by that sy
also said mysel!, in addressing the Government, th
become available for ‘granting aid to ary |
ied in a similar way, that is to say asa larg
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~ ment and the development, of the
%

. disoussion on educativual questions in this
| Whatever indicating that we do not invite-

 the support of this Couneil in pressing

~ Inthat I believe we are only echoing or in
ey mﬂly [ koow the importance w
. there is for the extension of education in al
 ment so far as | know have always welco
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hnbn_g : rfectio

stra 0 4
n pext to the war is exciting
f the system of e
extends, that e

same thing. As kn‘owl'ega
as hag

~ gducation, Here obvi

- Members are quite able to point out imp

state of things. But they a

851 bave already said, of

Director of Public Instruction a
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of the defects and as to the desirability of remedying the
that, I must point out—and many & tleman in this Cot
deucy much better than I do knows it—that if we ‘go back
18971 cannot call it personal memory—1I cannot help qu
+that there has been no real progress in secondary education dur
years. I have been in most of the secondary schools in this Pr
know if I have been in all, but I have been in most of them—and to my
iy every sign in every one of the schools, of progress and of keeping ab
times, and a desire for improvement and all the signs of a living and growing
When T say that, let me mention that there are great differences in schools.
afy education in secondary schools is the label or title of a category or:
of schools. There are good secondary sehools and there are bad secon
as different from one another as black’ is from white. Therefore generalisa
extremely difficalt and hazardous, but there are in many parts of this Pr
excellent secondary schools doing excellent work and T wish shere were more of

« Now we comie to particulars in regard to which plaiuts are made, Let us
why. Of course it is desirable that there should be a wider distribution of secor
gchools. Tt is certainly desirable that we should reduce to the lowest limit
necessity under which parents have to send their children away from home to a
to attend such schools. The Fducational Department does its utmost to encourage
and help the vonstruction of hostels to mitigate this necossity. But the real reason
for the necessity is want of money. Some large institutions, some Corporation or
some large body, it may be a missionary or a district board or whatever it is, or the
Government establish a school in a certain centre. Tt meets with an increasing and
excessive demand.. How is it to meet that demand ? That is the question that has
to be solved. It is cheaper for it to extend its present building and have a large
school than to set up a similar establishment elsewhere. 1t is by financial necessity
for spreading the butter thiu over the bread as far as possible, to make the money go
as far as possible, that it is driven to the necessity of enlarging the school beyond, I
admit T agree, what should be the normal strength of any such secondary school.

That is really at the root of most of the imperfections which are admitted in our
educational system, e

| «Therefore I cannot help thinking that there has been & considerable advance in’
Isecondary education in the last twenty years. It may perhaps be in quality rather
'than in quantity. But remember that quality is a very important aspect. I'here is
a continnal contest between those schools which prefer quality and those which prefer
quantity- in every branch of education, But unless the ideals are high and the
standard held up is high both to the teachers and the pareuts of the young

you may depend upon it that your secondary education will degeners ’

7ot be kept up to the standard required by the University which after all
governing factor in the whole system. Therefore I deprecate ‘criticism of th
who have gone before us. The views may have changed, may bave been. '
but I am inclined to suggest that we should not be ungrateful to those

gone before in the administration of education in this Premdanng .

Sot be identical with.those which we hold; but I believe good

good service of which we are reaping the fruit today—in some direetions by t

"

i)

who were responsible for secondary education in times gone by. It is quite unir
to say——it is quite false ground to take—that there has been any hostility on

of the Government to secondary education or to the improvement of secondar

tion, and I hope that nothing of that kind will be deduced from

Our. advance in this as in other respects must be co-ordinated wil

.other branches. There are hospitals and other medical re ‘

‘there are all the other branches of Government which claim

‘which are available to Government. bl g

« Now we come to the question of the Commith

‘think that a Committee will serve auy useful pu
great réffect, do I think that there is an
to ascertain the facts. The nourable
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