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Reap—the following papers :—
I

Letter—from the Hon’ble 8ir E. D. MAcLAGAN, K.CAE,, Cs.E, Secretary to the
Government of India, Department of Education (Education).

To—the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Educational Department.

Dated—8imla, the 26th July 19186. ;

No.—719.

It has been brought to the notice of the Government of India that the arrange-
ments for the education of the blind and the deaf and dumb in India are at present
on an inadequate scale. There were according to the last census 41,558 children
between the ages of 5 and 15 who were blind and 58,804 who were deaf and dumb :
and for these there are in the whole of British India some 18 schools only which
provide instruction for something like 500" children. In the present state of general
education it is impossible to deal with the problem in any complete manner, but it is
believed that with the assistance of Governmeut more might be done than at present
to encourage and improve the education of defective children.

2. The existing arrangements for this class of education are deseribed in Chapter
XVIII of the last Quinquennial Review of Education in India to which a reference
is invited, and there are various steps which have from time to time been suggested
for the improvement of these arrangements. It has for instance been proposed that
public attention should be drawn to the education of defectives by including references
to them in school books and by exhibition of work done by them; that the Braille
system should be applied to the Indian vernaculars; that agencies should be found
for providing industrial work for defectives after leaving schools, and so forth. As
regards the schools themselves, it has been proposed that their organization should@
be improved, that there should be greater uniformity in the syllabus adopted, that
physical training should not be neglected and that the education supplied should aim
at a proper combination of general and industrial training. The Government of
India desire to commend these suggestions for the consideration of loeal Governments
and for such support from local resources as may be possible when normal financial
conditions are restored. While not precluding the institution of Government schools
where this is thought advisable, they consider that schools for defectives are a form
of effort peculiarly suitable for charitable agencies of a private character and that the
support of Government should ordinarily take the form of assistance to private or
board schools. The Government of India are at the same time satisfied that untj] °
properly trained teachers are available, anything in the shape of substantial Ppro
18 unlikely and they would suggest that in cases where local Governments find
openings for the expansion of this class of education they should ascertain where
teachers can suitably be taught, in India or in England, and give such assistance as
is possible for the training of a limited number of special teachers,
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Endorsement No. 2917-1, Home (Education), dated 24th August 193
Referred to the Director of Public Iustruetion who is requested to f

" India’s letter.
P. RAJAGOPALA ACHARIVAR,
Secretary to
o W
Letter—from the Hon'ble Mr. J. H. BTONE, M.A.,, F.RHS., CLE,

Public Iniltraochon' 5 g (B :
To—the Secretary to Government, Home ucation) Department.
Dated—Madras, the 2nd November 1916, )
No.—R.0-7236.

With reference to endorsement No. 2917-1, dated 24th August 1916, ¢
the Director to favour the Government with a rt on the various points r:
the Government of India’s letter No. 719, dated 26th July 1916, on the ed
defective children, I have the honour to enclose herein copies of letters
subject from Miss Askwith, Correspondent, C.M.8. schools for the blind, P
and Miss Swainson, Manager, Deaf and Dumb schools, Madras and Palameottah,
to report as follows in connection with the several proposals mentioned i
Government of India’s letter. o e

With reference to the proposal that public attention should be drawn
education of defeotives, I consider that, though references to these classes eou
included in school books, the object aimed at might be better achieved in ir
school addresses on kindness to the helpless. for the exhibition of the
done by them, it could be encouraged at educational exhibitions and the annual
in the People’s Park.

It will be remembered that some of Miss Askwith’s and Miss Swe
children were at the last fair and that their work and attainments attracted ec
able attention. i

2. As regards the application of the Braille system to the Indian ve
I would invite your attention to Miss Askwith’s letter which shows the
made till now in this direction. Miss Askwith received special pecuniary
from Government. Onthe question of finding agencies for p”m '
for defectives after leaving school, it seems to me that it is Smﬁmv to s
agency at pres:nt. The report of Miss Swainson shows that all who stay long
can earn their living. - i Bk

3. There is, further, a proposal that the organization of the schools
defectives should be improved. Both Miss Askwith and Miss Swainson
reluctance of parents to send such children to school and, althoug
the existing sehools could in no circumstances meet the needs

deaf-mute and blind children are rarely found in ordinary
enough they are not altogether absent from them, and have |
ooatn.ot vfg.?;fm as the n;:fm and - ical officers
and the help o  officers might perhaps sought
nize their duty towards such unfoﬂmpo%ﬁd!mw
~where this is reasonably possible. For this purpos:
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the importance of physical training and the necessity for combining general and
industrial training in these schools. The importance of the one and the necessity of
the other are obvious.

5. I agree with the Government of India in thinking that the support of Govern,,
ment in developing schools for defectives should ordinarily take the form of ©
assistance to private or board schools. Mention is made in Miss Swainson’s letter '
about the opening of a school for the deaf in Madura and I understand from the
Inspector of Schools, VII Uircle, that he has addressed the Church Missionary
Council, Madura, as to the possibility of opening a mumicipal school for the deaf in
that town. The Inspector reports that a building is already available since the
municipal mill school (for half-timers) has proved a complete failure. The proposal @
to open the schocl in question deserves consideration if the neceesary teachers can

be secured.

8. According to the census of 1911, the total population of the blind and the
deaf-mutes in this Presidency was 33,982 and 32,490, respectively, and the number
of school-going population in each of these classes on 31st March 1916 was only 147
and 118, respectively. The above figures indicate sufficiently clearly that relatively
exceedingly little has been done to afford facilities for the education of these
defectives.

7. Lastly on the question of affording assistance in the training of teachers for
defectives I consider that the best thing, so far as this Pregidency is concerned,
would be to arrange, with their consent, for the training, as occasion arises, of a few
teachers by Miss Askwith and Miss Swainson. A stipend of, say, Rs. 15 per mensem
might be given. The head of the institution would settle the course and grant &
cortificate. 1t would be much longer in the case of a teacher for deaf-mutes than
for a teacher of the blind. It would be proper that such work should receive
pecuniary recognition. Perhaps the best form of this would be so muech, say
Rs. 100, for each teacher trained.

8. A list of existing schools for defectives with their strength on 3lst ‘March
1916 is appended.

ENcLOSURES

1)

Letter—from Miss A. J. Asgwrrn, Correspondent, C.M.8. Schools for the Blind,
Palamecottah.

To—the Inspector of Schools, VII Oircle, Madura.

Dated—the 29th September 1916.

‘With reference to your letter No. 682, dated 23rd September 1916, I have the honour to
inform you (No. 2) that the Tamil Readers in the Moon’s type up to the fourth standard have
been in use at this school since it was begun. Now we also Knve the Braille type (dots) in Tamil
and Malayalam, which is superior, except for the use of adults.

The employment and crafts here for the blind are grass and cotton-weaving, chair-caning,
including a little basket-making. Bamboo is rather too hard a work and does not pay. Nothing
should be done by the blind that spoils their sense of touch for reading. Tailoring is not
possible I think, though it is done in America. T

&

I do not search for blind pupils, parents and relatives bring them and I receive none who
do not come willingly. There are many children kept back from coming from one reason or
another. There is much prejudice against the blind in India, and there is also as a rule very
little desire on the part of parents an relatives that they should be taught and take their place
as far as possible along with sighted people. The children themselves are very eager to learn.

I do not know in what way recruiting could be dome, but I think if more schools could be
established in different centres, parents would brin their children to those centres. I also think
that the schools should be boarding schools and only as quite an exception should children be
allowed to attend as day scholars, Our present buildings would be sufficient if we doubled our

present members. i S

Boys’ school ... : Y
Grirls’ school ... zg
My aim has been to carry on the work according to the means at my di and so to

avoid debt. I receive no grants from any missionary society. With the excepti Govern- |
ment grants and district board grants I raise all the money gy subscriptions ozﬁdogo‘:faﬁom as
may be seen from the enclosed. I greatly need sick rooms especially as many blind children are :

~
L
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-very delicate, but this is still denied me as I am unable to raise the money and
Govgmment grant. Such difficulties are not an encouragement to others to
work. .
~ As to trained teachers, I do not think much special training :
“Tt is sufficient to visit some sohools for the blind and carefully ‘notice the using of 4
© instead of the eyes. Sighted teachers read the type with their eyes, they do not nee
read as the blind do. ‘ o

In preparing other la in the raised type our Tamil and Malayalam codes
taken as foundations to make the type uniform. I think Urdu and other languages in t

have already been prepared and put in use according to our code. : o
Physical training is a very necessary part of the curriculnm in blind schools and is
@ arranged for in these schools. @ e

Letter—from Llfm Swarnsox, Manager of Day Schools in Madras and

To—the Tnspector of Bchools, V1T Oircle.
Dated—the 30th September 1916.

In reply to your letter No. 682, dated 28rd September 1916, I have the honour to
after twenty years of work among the deaf in South India, I confidently say that x
ten of the parents of ielaf an:ll dun{b ol:iﬂml ai: ‘;;'mte uat‘lhferent to their oh‘i‘ dre
educated—even among educate 6 an o-Indiaus. y so often rapli'
use of teachi themgor“ltisp::t?el sending deaf and dumb children from umz
again they find them useful. One of our brightest little boys who would have been
his own living when educated was kept home after the holidays to carry his father’s
80 save a servant. g
. Until the people realise the good of educating deaf and dumb children the
e il 6 S e difiulty o
- Thongh they ma igh fees for other chi it is the : ‘
 fora dew,‘;suhild.y Ab{ul;a 5glghildren have passed through our Pnshmoomh school and ¢
remain long enough are able to earn their living when they leave. We have ind
for boys and girls. : : A .
Three of our old boys are now earning their living as clerks in Government offices
the same pay as hearing men. Several are also earning their living as tailors and

The girls learning all kiuds of needle-work and also cooking.

In both our schools we have children of all races and castes, special arra
made for feeding Hindu children. In Palamcottah we have at present 120
Madras 30 and expect several but it takes some time for parents to make up #|
were asked to open a day school in Madura from where we have had many children
told there were about 100 deaf children I went over to see what arrangement ec
I promised to send two of ourtrainedteacheuandtooogmoveronooammﬂth

ools, but no money was forthcoming though many promise let it drop through.

We train our own teachers at both schools and are at prosent training
‘Travancore from where we have 13 children but so far we have not been a
teachers or children. Another Indian gentleman

ships towards expenses of te:
Pnf:iab to study our methods and has now ‘opened a school in

though he hears of many children few parents will let them
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Name of school for deaf motes. Strength on 31’8 March 19186,

Boys. Girls.

I. O.M.S. Deaf and Dumb school, Palam- ; %

i o # 65 53
x (including i54n  (ineluding 90 i

industrial classes.) industrial classes.)-
II. O.M.8. Deaf and Dumb sechool, Myla- : ‘
pore ... e s ves ‘e e
Total ... 65 53
AL ~ EE |
Grand itotal ... 118

Order—No. 201, Home (Education), dated the 17th February 1917.

The Governor in Council has given careful consideration to the suggestions-
made by the Government of India for improving the education of defective children
and the reports thereon of the Director of Public Instruction and will now proceed to
pass orders on the subject. :

2. Public altention to be drawn to the education of defectives by including references
to them in school books and by ezhibition of work done by them.—The Government agree
with the Director that, though such references may usefully be included in school
books, the object can probably be better achieved by informal school addresses on
kindness to the helpless. As to the exhibition of work done by defectives the
Government accept the Director’s view that this can be best arranged for at
educational exhibitions and annual fairs such as those held at the People’s Park,
Madras.

3. The Braille system to be applied to the Indian vernaculars.—The Braille tgpev

” in Tamil and Malayalam is already in use in the C.M.S. schools for the blind at

Palamcottah. 1In 1914 the Government sanctioned a special grant of Rs. 2,000 for
the preparation, stereotyping and embossing of readers in Tamil and Malayalam for
the use of the above schools and a further grant of -Rs. 2,000 has recently been
sanctioned for the same purpose. Further measures do not appear to be necessary
at present. !

4. Agency for providing industrial work fir defectives afler leaving school.—The
Director considers 1t premature to set up any such agency at present, as pupils who
remain sufficiently long in the existing schools are now able to earn their living.
The Government accept the Director’s view.

5. The organization of schools for defectives t» be improved —There are at present
four schools for the education of the blind and two for deaf mutes. In view of the
reluctance of parents to send their defective children to sehool the Director suggests
that the officers of the Revenue and Medical departments, and if possible also of the
Police department, should be instructed to advise parents to send their children
where this is reasonably possible. The Government agree in the view that the ‘help
of officers of the Revenue and Medical departments may with advantage be invoked
and necessary instructions will be issued in these departments. It would however
be a mistake to allow Police officers to have anything to do with the matter.

The Director also suggests that special grants be made for paying the actual
travelling expenses of children joining school. The Government approve the
proposal but consider that such help should be restricted to cases where the parents
are unable to afford the expense or are admittedly in poor circumstances. The
Director should submit defailed recommendations in the matter. Wt

6. Need for greater uniformity in the syllabus.—The Director sees no advantage-
in this proposal as local cond.itions, especially as regards the industrial side of the
work, differ very greatly in different parts of India. Mr. Stone is for giving

managers full liberty of action in framing their syllabus. The Government concur in.
the above view. : ‘

-8

“ To the Diveotor of Public Instruetion.

~combination of general and industrial training.—These

@re necessary.

~with the Government of India that
-schools for defectives should ordinaril
-schools. He is pre 11
-aid to local bodies and private associations which may desire to establish new

T. Physical training not to be neglected and the education supplied to ai
of India are already being acted on in this Presidency and no specifie

8. Opening of mew schools for defective children.—The Governor in

from Provincial funds in de
o the form of assistance to priv
to render, when the financial situation improves, all

for defectives in the Presidency, according to the merits of each case.
9. Traimng of special teachers.—The Director recommends the training
‘teachers in the institutions maintained by Miss Askwith and Miss Swainson
view to their employment in new schools that may hereafter be established
-education of defective children. The Government approve generally this )
mendation and the Director is requested to formulate detailed pro 1in cone
with the m of the institutions concerned and to justify the rates as to «
and remuneration recommended in paragraph 7 of his letter. Ry

i (True Extract)

y  Accountant-General, »

A8 ot i o S,
" an .
»  Kinancial D:mm.ﬂt- ’ 4
y» Home (Judicisl) Department, ~ 4
~Editors’ Table, _ .
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5. The orgamization of the schools for defectives should be improved.—A ‘list of
institutions providing instruction for defectives will be found on pages 5-6 of current
file. With a view to improve the attendance in the institutions the Director

| suggests that the officers of thp Revgnue
The help of Revenue and Medical officers | 8nd Medw?'l departments and, if possible,
may with advantage be invoked. It would be| of the Police department also should be
a mistake to bring the Police into play. ~ instructed to advise parents of defective
P.R —18-12-16. children to send them to schools, where
this is reasonably possible. He also
I agree. suggests thav special grants may be
P.R.—13-12-16. | allotted for the payment of travelling
| expenses of the children. Iu the present
state of Indian society it is unlikely that parents will readily part with their helpless
children and send them to institutions in distant places for purposes of instruction,
Besides, the accommodation available in existing schools is very limited ; and, until
more schools with capable trained teachers are established, there appears to be very
little use in issuing instructions to subordinate officers as suggested by the Director
of Public Instruction. There does not also appear to be a sufficient case fér payment
from Provincial funds of travelling ex-
Private charity cannot be relied upon and penses of children proceeding to schools
I think that the suggestion of the Director of for purposes of instruction. Helpless
Public Instruction is quite sound. children are fit oojects for private charity
P.R—13-12-16. |and it does not appear desirable to

establish a new principle in their case.

6. There should be greater uniformiiy in the syllabus adopted —The Director sees
no advantage in the proposal, as local conditions, especially as regards the industrial
side of the work, differ radically in differeut parts of India.” He is for giving the

KA | managers of schools full liberty in the
/Quite right. : framing of the syllabus. His view may,
P.R.—18-12-16. l it is submitted, be concurred in.

7. Physical training should not be neglected, and the eduecation supplied should aim
al a proper combination of general and indusirial training.—These suggestions are
PR.—13-12-16. | already being acted on in this Presi-

2 | deney.

8. Opening of new schools—The Director of Public Instruction agrees with the
Government of India that the support of
P.R.—13-12-16. Government in developing schools for
: defectives should ordinarily take the form
of assistance to private or board schools.
He states that there is a proposal at present to open a school for the deaf in Madura
under the auspices of the Church Missionary Council. If the scheme matures,
the Government may assist the school
with liberal grants, The Government
: may also announce their readiness to
P.R.—13-12-16. | render all possible aid in the opening of ¢
new schools in other parts of the Presi-
dency.

4. Traiming of special teachers.—This appears to be the most important of all the
proposals made by the Government of India. The Director of Public Instruction
recommends the training of a few teachers in the institutions maintained by
Miss Askwith and Miss Swainson. He proposes the grant of a stipend of Rs. 15 per
mensem to each teacher undergoing training and the payment of an honorarium of
Rs. 100 to the manager for each teacher trained. The Director’s proposals may be

Yes. generally approved and he may, it is

Yes.

P.R.—13-12-16. submitted, be asked to formulate detailed °

proposals in consultation with the mana-
| gers of the two institutions concerned.
10. For the present, it appears sufficient to make some provision for the training
of teachers who will be able to impart instruction to defectives. The Government

may also announce their readiness to encourage private enterprise as far as possible
in the opening of new schools. -~ - - ;

“children which involve a liability on Provincial funds are noted on below

Nowss 0 G-0. No. 201, Hoxs v
11. The file may be forwarded to Financial for remarks
N.K.—1-12-16. AL L e
Let me have a draft Government Order sharp. I shall send to
acceptance. i ke A
' P. RasacoraLs AcHARIYAR

A draft order is submitted for approval. If approved if may be
the Financial, llevenue and Local and Municipal ( Medical) Dcywimmﬁ S

P.R.—15-12-16. , .
N.K.-—18-12-16. ‘

AR

N C. RAMANUIA ACHARIYAR—

The proposals in this case for the improvement of the education

2. Payment of special grants lowards meeting actual travelling expenses
children jovwing school.—Paragraph 8 of Director of Public Instruction’s lett
of paragraph 5 of the draft. There is an analogy for this in the case of child
poorer classes of Kuropeansin out-of-the-way places—-para%'aph 42 of the

*Yes, but T thinkiit should be limited to cases | eguiations for Huropean sch
whore the parents can’t afford the expense or | PrOposal may, itis subm
are admittedly in poor eircumstances. generally accepted, The Di

L.EK.—22-1-17. | PublicInstruction is being asked to
JPB.—25-1-17. | detailed recommendations and |
their receipt no remarks are called

3. Opening of new schools for defective children—Pacagraph 5 of
Instruction’s letter, and paragraph 8 of the draft. The Government
suggested that the support of Government in developing schools for

The extent of the help to be given will, I should omly 'f“ke.th‘ff"l‘
presume, be decided on tﬁe merits of each case. | @1ce t0 private or Board sch
L.EK.—22-1-17, | (Education) propose to a

IPB- 98117 tion. Snbnn%ted that there

2 ¢ no objection to the propos

. be accepted. - -

4. Training of special leachers for teaching defective children.-
Director of Public Instruction’s letter and paragraph 9 of draft.
Public Tnstruction suggests that arrrangements may be made for th
teachers at the existing schools for defectives at Palameottah
of Rs. 15 per mensem being granted to each teacher under training
neration, at the rate of Rs 100 for each teacher train
school in which the arrangement for training is made.
accept these proposals. The rates of stipeuds 1
education teachers undergoing training in this Presi
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of the above, Home (Education) may be requested to make clear that the approval

-accorded in paragraph 9 of the draft is tentative and is subject to revision, if

necessary, on receipt of detailed proposals.

5. Financing of the scheme.—In paragraph 2 of their letter under consideration
the Government of India remark as follows :—
¢‘'Phe Government of India desire to commend these suggestions for the consideration of
Tocal Governments and for such support from local resources as may be possible when normal
financial conditions are restored.” - 3
It is thus clear® that no help ecan ordi-
narily be expected from Imperial funds
L.EX.—22-1-17. | towards the scheme. The Home (Edu-
This is a matter of opinion and I don’t cation) D(’Par.tmen.t have not stated that
think Financial would object to a reasomable | the proposals in this case are of urgent and
amonnt of expenditure on the good cause. | imperative necessity. ~ Hven if it 18
L.EK.—22-1-17. considered that they are urgently and
JPB-—23-1-17. | imperatively necessary, it is not Lkely
| that any large expenditure will fall due
in 1917-18 and any expenditure that might actually fall due can easily be reappro-
[ EEK.--99-1-17. priated from the large budget grant of
JPB.—98-1-17 8847 lakhs under the major head 22.
Pt ate : Education in the next year’s budget.
6. The draft may, it is submitted, be accepted subject to the suggestion in
paragraph 4 above.

C.P.K.—20-i-17.

*Quite.

|
:
x
i
'

L. E. Kevsgaw—22-1-17.

This Director might be asked to justify the figures alluded to in paragraph 4 of
this department’s note (Rs. 15 and Rs. 100) when submitting detailed proposals.

J. P. Beprorp—23-1-17.

ReEveENUE DEPARTMENT.

The file is sent to this department for the acceptance of a suggestion made by
the Director of Public Instruction in paragraph 3 of his letter viz., that the
officers of the Revenue Department should be instructed to advise parents to send
their deaf sand dumb children to schools provided for their education—please see
paragraph 5 of the draft order.

2. There are four schools for the blind in the Presidency: two at Palamcottah
(one for boys and the other for girls), one at Rentachintla (Guntar distriet) and the
fourth at Madras. For deaf mutes there are only two schools—one at Palamcottah
and the other at Mylapore. Most of these schools seem fo be under missionary
control. It is respectfully submitted that it is unlikely that the advantages offered
by these schools will be availed of by children living outside Palamcottah, Rentachintla
and Madras, even if hostel facilities exist in these sehools, as Indian parents are
ordinarily very reluctant to entrust the care of their defective children to others.
Even in the localities where these schools have been established, many parents,
especially those living at a distance from the schools, would find it difficult to send
their defective children as they will have to depute some one to accompany them to
and from the schools. In these cireumstances, it seems doubtful if the instructions
to Revenue officers would be of any use from a practical point of view.

8. For orders whether paragraph 5 of the draft order will be accepted in this
-department.

8.A.—27-1-17.

Though outside the districts concerned, it is not likely that much could be done
by Revenue officers, it may be that a few more enlightened parents would send their
children. It would help if we knew whether the schools have hostels, as otherwise
-only children very close at hand are likely to attend. ~

A. H. A. Topp—29-1-17.

_ The sehools at Palamcottah Ibéﬁe?e,aiebeﬂmg" ling schoals and
“all over the southern districts. Tt cannot do any harm an may do g
- Revenue officers in the matter. The draft is accepted in Revenue.
5 : : o
: ’ : LocaL AND Musiorpar (l{xmcu‘)Dw
The file is sent to this department with reference to p: : 5
order stating that orders will issue in this department instracting medical of
‘.advlse parents of deaf and dumb children to send such children to school
@ for them where this is reasonably possible. Submitted that the draft order
accepted and the file returned to Home (Education) Department. @~

VE—1-93% : . R
There seems to be no objection to ask the medical officers to advise

defective children to send them to the special schools, althoagh such advice may
prove torbe a pious one. : X s

V.8.—2-2-17.
We may accept paragraph 5. Yo
‘ V. T. KrisHNaAMA Aoamr&ieea—zﬁl

R. A. GramaM—3-2-17.

Hoxz (Epucariox) Dlr -

Paragraphs 5, 8 and 9 of the draft have been amended with mfamoe
suggestions of the Financial Department on pages 3 and 4 ante. The file
~circulated to His Excellency the Governor for approval of the draft.

N.K.--12-2-17.

C. Ramanvia Acnm‘in-—li_'séz-i'
E. A. Harvey—14-2-17.

Issue.
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rove the »r040sul‘glli'dlip.4 The

Director should submit detailed E 4 . o
- board schools. He
recommendations in the matter. £ v s

render, when the f
6. Need for greater uniformity g

BYITORNN . " 1 . ol St t 3 *

improves, allrpospl

g " . ik ol
The Director sees no advantage 1in  bodies and private
. o . % §r
this proposal as local conditions, : : ; mhy desire to establ
especiadkyras sregards. the industrialy £ X
side of the work, differ very greatly - ; 4 : : g o
‘7 o y » B ” :

in different parts of India. Mr. Stone - j ’ 7

-
is for giving managers full liberty , | : g »
of aetion in framing their syllabus. 2 ; g :
- 2 4
: ‘ e 5
The Government coneur in the above view. ;
2 .
Sk PG o , &

7. ihysieal training not to be . : i é
neglected and the education supplied 1o : v : E ’ . .
ailll-at a proper corbination ol g‘:[‘n(‘tﬁ;LT " . 7 : . : ‘
and industrial training. : . E B :

These suggestions of the Government : i

of India are adlready being acted on in
this i'residency and no gpecifie instrue-
tions are neeessary.

8. Upbening of new schools for.defec
of ren .

-

'NA*’“‘.IW-.‘\.._“[‘\ £. -l A & < A [N ‘-.L-&J » | i

y e . T4
e % il pgrees with
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% the government' of India that support from
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS N
HOME DEPARTMENT  \”
(Education) .

e following papers :—
I :
Letter—from the Hon'ble Sir B D. MACLAGAN, K.C.LE,, C8.L, ary
Government of India, Department of Education (Education).
To—the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Home Educational ‘
Dated—Simla, the 26th July 1916.
: No.—T719.
It has been brought to the notice of the Government of India that the
ments for the education of the blind and the deaf and dumb in India are at -
on an inadequate scale. There were according to the last census 41,558 c
between the ages of 5 and 15 who were blind and 58,804 who were deaf and
and for these there are in the whole of British India some 18 schools only w
provide instruetion for something like 500 children. In the present state of ger
education it is impossible to deal with the problem in any complete manner, but it is
believed that with the assistance of Government more might be done than at prese
to encourage and improve the education of defective children. SaicE
2. The existing arrangements for this class of education are deseribed in Chaj
XVIII of the last Quinquennial Review of Education in India to which a
is invited, and there are various steps which have from time to time been
for the improvement of these arrangements. It has for instance pro
public attention should be drawn to the education of defectives by inelu
to them in school books and by exhibition of work done by them ; that the
system should be applied to the Indian verdaculars; that agencies should be
for providing industrial work for defectives after leaving schools, and so forth
regards the schools themselves, it has been proposed that their organization
be improved, that there should be greater uniformity in the syllabus a
physical training should not be neglected and that the education supplied
at a proper combination of general and industrial training. The Govern
India desire to commend these suggestions for the consideration of local Go
and for such support from local resources as may be possible when normal fi
conditions are restored. While not precluding the institution of Government
where this is thought advisable, they consider that schools for defectives are
i of effort peculiarly suitable for charitable agencies of a private character and th
support of Government should ordinarily take the form of assistance iva
board schools. The Government of India are at the same time satisfied that
properly trained teachers are available, anything in the shape of substantial
18 unlikely and they would suggest that in cases where local Gos
openings for the expansion of this class of education they should as:
& teachers can suitably be taught, in India or in England, and give suc
s possible for the training of a limited number of special teachers,



No. 201, Hon (Emmox), 17m Freru.

Endorsement No. 2917—-1, Home (ldnonﬁon), dated Mﬂl Au.ut
Referred to the Director of Public Instruction who is 1'03m
Government with an early report on the various points raised i

*  P. RAJAGOPATA Ammun:,
Smw'y to G

India’s letter.

To the Director of Public Instruction, withupmoopyo!thrmh

Letter—from the Mon’ble Mr. J. H. StoNE, M., P.RHS., c-!&,
T e e e s Fodes (M e n@ Y
o—the vernmen ome on e!
Dated—Madras, the 2nd November 1916. {
No.—R.C. 7286.

With reference to endorsement No. 2917-1, dated 24th August 1916
the Director to favour the Government with a report on the various pomts
the Government of India’s letter No. 719, dated 26th July 1916, on the educat
defective children, I have the honour to enclose herein copies of letters
subject from Miss Askwith, Correspondent, C.M.8. schools for the blind, Ps
and Miss Swainson, Manager, Deaf and Dumb schools, Madras and P;
to report as follows in connection with the several proposals. menhonetl
Government of India’s letter.

With reference to the proposal that public attention should be drawn t
education of defectives, I consider that, though references to these classes ooui’b
included in school books, the objeet aimed at might be better achieved in :
school addresses on kindness to the helpless. As for the exhibition of
done by them, it could be encouraged at educational exhibitions and the an
in the People’s Park. :

It will be vemembered that some of Miss Askwith’s and Mlss Sy
children were at the last fau- and that their work and attainments attraoted,
able attention. -

2. As regards the application of the Braille system to the Indian ve
I would invite your attention to Miss Askyith’s letter which shows the
made till now in this direction. Miss Askwith received special pecuniary
from Government. Onthe question of finding agencies for prondmg mdudﬁ'iﬁ

- for defectives after leaving school, it seems to me that it is
~ agency at presant, The report of "Miss Swainson shown that all who xhy
can earn their living.

3. There is, further, a proposal that the orgamzatwn of the sehooh i
defectives should be unproved Both Miss Askwith and Miss Swa
reluctance of parents to send such children to school and, althoug
the existing schools could in no circumstances meet the needa ot
children in the Presidency, the attendance at them might be im
deaf-mute and blind children are rarely found in ordinary sehools tho
engugh they are not altogether absent trom them, and have been
attendance. Educational officers consequently are not so likely to
contact with defectives as the Revenue and Medical officers and pe:
and the help of such officers might perhaps be so
nize their duty towards such nnfortnnata ohﬂdren z
where this is reasonably possible. For this pu cia
oftravelhnge:gensesaotndly incurred migh a2

. 4. Asfor esuggeshonthstthmehonldbem :
- I may say that I cannot see any advautage in it.
regard:themdnstrmlmdsofthewozk,*dih :




~

as far as possible along with sighted

No. 201, Homs (Epveariox), 17 huvm

1 am sure that so far as the schools under Miss Askwith and

concerned their long experience and admirable work justify their
frame syllabuses at their discretion. I have no special remarks to
the importance of physical training and the necessity for combining
industrial training in these schools. The importance of the one and

the ogher are obvidus. e ik Ex
. I agree with the Go¥ernmeat o ia in thinking that the support o
ment in developing schools for defectives should ordinarily take thy

assistance to private or board schools. Mention is made in lzuo Swainson’s let :__:'

=

about the opening of a school for the deaf in Madura and I understand
Inspector of Schools, VII Uircle, that he has addressed the Church ]
Council, Madura, as to the possibility of opening « mumicipal school for

that town. The Inspector reports that a building is already available since
municipal mill school (for half-timers) has proved a complete failure. The pr
to open the school in question deserves consideration if the necessary teache

be secured. ,
6. According to the census of 1911, the total population of the blind

deaf-mutes in this Presidency was 33,982 and 32,490, respectively, and th
of school-going population in each of these classes on 31st March 1916 was
and 118, respectively. The above figures indicate sufficiently clearly that
exceedingly little has been done to afford facilities for the education
defectives. ! (NS

7. Lastly on the question of affording assistance in the training of
defectives I consider that the best thing, so far as this Presidency is .
wonld be to arrange, with their consent, for the training, as occasion arises, of
teachers by Miss Askwith and Miss Swainson. A stipend of, say, Rs. 15 per :
might be given. The head of the institution would settle the course and
ccrtificate. It would be much longer in the case of a teacher for deaf-m
for a teacher of the blind. It would be proper that such work shoul i
pecuniary recognition. Perhaps the best form of this would be so mueh—saj
Rs. 100, for each teacher trained. : i ¥ b i

8. A list of existing schools

for defectives with their stt‘ength on 1

1916 is appended.
; (1) .
Letter—from Miss A. J. Asgwrrn, Correspondent, C.M.8. Schools for
Palamecottah. Preies
mg::m of Schools, VII Circle, Madura. .

To—the I :
Dated—the September 1916. : R

With reference to your letter No. 662, dated 23rd September 1916, I hav
inform you (No. 2) that the Tamil Readers in the Moon’s ui:qﬂu fourth
been in use at this school since it was begun. Now we also have the Braille
and Malayalam, which is superior, except for the use of adulty, & xhay

The employment and crafts here for the blind are  and cotton-w

ing a little basket-making. Bamboo is rather too hard a work and
|d be done by the blind that spoils their sense of touch for read
I think, though it is done in i P AT

'Idondhwinyhnvsymwdh' n
. 'mMvan; ring th
should be boarding schools and on




~ No. 201, Home (Epvoatrox), 17mix Fasruary 191
My aim has been to carry on the work according to the means at my ,
avoid debt: T receive no grants from any missionary society. With the exception i
ment ¢rants and district board grants I raise all the money by subscriptions and
may be seen from the enclosed. I y need sick rooms especially as many blind
e  very delicate, but this is still denied me as I am unable to raise the money and I ¢
Govkernment grant. Such difficulties are not an encouragsment to others to unde:
work. ) A . el
As to trained teachers, I do not think much special training is needed for teaching the
It is sufficient to visit some sohools for the blind and carefully notide the using of the
instead of the eyes. Sighted teachers read the type with their eyes, they do not need to
@ read as the blind do. ) . P
In preparing other languages in the raised type our Tamil and Malayalam codes
taken as foundations to make tg:' type uniform. Ithink Urdu and other languages in the
have already boen prepared and put in use according tn our code.
Physical training is a very necessary part of the curriculum in blind schools and is

. arranged for in these schools, ®
Letter—from Miss Sveanvsox, Managor of Day Sohools in Madras and P:
To—the Inmr of Behools, VIIjCircle. : =
Dated—the September 1916.

In reply to your letter No. 682, dated 23rd September 1916, I have the honour to reply
alter twenty yenZu of wot?f among the deaf in South India, I confidently say that nine o
ten of the parents of deaf and dumb ohildren are quite iudifferent to their children
educated—even among educated people and Anglo-Indians. They so often reply * what
use of teaching them  or “ It is cruel sending deaf and dumb children from home ”.
again they find them useful. One of our brig little boys who would have baen able to
his own living when educated was kept home after the holidays to carry his father’s din _
80 save a servant. ; =
“ Until the people realise the good of educating deaf and dumb children the work

isappointing. ¢ S
hough they may pay high fees for other children it is the greatest difficulty to get R
for a deaf child. About 350 children have passed through our Palumeottah school and all
remuin long enough are able to earn their living when they leave. We have industrial
for hoys and girls. :

hree of our old boys are now earning their living as clerks in Government offices dr:
the same pay as hearing men. Several are also earni:ﬂoﬂmir living as tailors and carpenters
The girls learning all kinds of nesdle-work and cooking. o
In both our schools we have children of all races and castes, spacial arrangements
made for feeding Hindu children. In Palamcottah we have at present 120 children a
Madras 30 and expeot several but it takes some time for parents to make up their minds.
were asked to open a day school in Midura from where we have had many children ai
: told there were about 100 deaf children I went over to see what arrangement could be
e I promised to send two of our trained teachers and to come over once a month to e
ools, but no money was forthcoming though many promises let it drop through
Wa train our own teachers at both schools are at present training two
Travancore from where we have 13 children but so far we haye not been able to gat
ships towards expenses of teachers or children. Another Indian gentleman

to stady our methods and has now opened aschool in Lahors.
whoburzofmmyohﬂdxenfewpnenhmﬂlotﬂlém-m. I shall
"+ any questions upon the subject but do not know exactly what more to say or
up. It s diffoult and hard work teaching tho deaf necding pationce and love
i3 the reason there is mlways a great l‘lﬂﬁl(%; of teachers of the deaf eve
: g T ,
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. Name of schoal for the blind.
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No. 201, Houe (ﬁnumﬁo;), 1722
)5

Name of school for deat mutes.

1. O.M.8. Deaf and Dumb school, Palam- -
cottah PRt ip dx? 5 (
including 15in  (includin
indus'rial classes.) industrial
II. O.M.8. Deaf and Dumb school, Myla- ‘ Rt

pore ... G
L

.

Total il 55
— —_
Grand total s 2118

——

o’

Order—No. 201, Home (Education), dated the 17th February 1917,

The Governor in Council has given careful consideration to the suggesti
made by the Government of India for improving the education of defective ¢ 1
and the reports thereon of the Director of Public Instruetion and will now procee
pass orders on the subject. :

2. Public aitention to be drawn lo the education of defectives by ineluding refe
to them in school books and by ezhitition of work done by them.—The Government
with the Director that, though such references may usefully be included in scho
books, the object can probably be better achieved by informal school addresses
kindness to the helpless. As to the exhibition of work done by defectives

Government accept the Director’s view that this can be best arranged for af

educational exhibitions and annual fairs euch as those held at the People’s
Madras. : _ ;

8. The Braille system to be applied lo the Indian vernaculars.—The Braille typ
in Tamil and Malayalam is already in use in the C.M.S. schools for the b nd
Palamcottah. In 1914 the Government sanctioned a special grant of Rs. 2,000
the preparation, stereotyping and embossing of readers in Tamil and Malayalam
the use of the above schools and a further grant of Rs. 2,000 has recently
sanctioned for the same purpose. Further measures do not appear to be nec
at present. :

4. Agency for providing industrizl work for defectives afler leaving schoo
Director considers 1t premature to set up any such agency at present, as pupils
remain sufficiently long in the existing schools are now able to earn their
The Government accept the Director’s view. R S0l

5. The organization of schools for defectives t» be improved.—There are
four schools for the education of the blind and two for deaf mutes. In view
reluctance of parents to send their defective children to school the Direetor
that the officers of the Revenue and Medical departments, and if possible alsc
Police department, should be instructed to advise parents to send their
where this is reasonably possible. The Government agree in the view that
of officers of the Revenue and Medical departments may with adyv: ntage |
and necessary instructions will be issued in these departments. It wou
be a mistake to allow Police officers to have anything to do with the

- The Director also suggests that special grants be made
travelling expenses of children joining school. The Governm
proposal but consider that such help should be restricted to cases
are unable to afford the expense or are admittedly in
Director should submit detailed recommendations in the m:

b6.‘ Need for grleaoct:lr m;jdo;rmity in the syllabus.—The I
in this proposal as local conditions, especially as regards t
work, differ very greately in_ difforent. parts of
managers full liberty of action in framing their sylla
the above view. .. | e



7. Physical training not to be neglected and the education supplied to aim
combination of general and industrial training.—These suggestions of the Go;
of India are already being acted on in this Presidency and no specifie
b » ] 8re neceleary. s oo ¥ . i
b ] 8. Opening of new schools for defective children.—The Governor in Council
BN with the Government of India that support from Provincial funds m ]
schools for defectives should ordinarily take the form of assistance to private
schools. He is prepared to render, when the financial situation improves, all
aid to local bodies and private associations which may desire to establish new
for defectives in the Presidency, according to the merits of each case.
9. Training of special teachers.—The Director recommends the training of :
teachers in the institutions maintained by Miss Askwith and Miss Swa.mpon h
view to their employment in new schools fhat may hereafter be established for
education of defective children. The Government approve generally this
mendation and the Director is requested to formulate detailed proposalsin
with the managers of the institutions concerned and to justify the rates :
-and remuneration recommended in paragraﬁ)h 7 of his letter. St
(True Extract)

¢
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To the Director of Pablic Instruction.
s Accountant-General, | .
,» Revenue Dapartment.,
,, Loocal and Municipal (Medical) Department.
5» Financial Department.

,mi'o"" {Judical) Deperiment; i | v
.G.0. No. 20}, 17th February 1917

Education of defective children |
Issuing orders on the proposals for the encouragement and improvement

of the
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- Norss ro'G.O; No. 201, ”:Ho‘m (Ewmn
b. The organization of the schools for defectiv

institutions providing instruetion for de:gtives will be foun

file. With a view to improve the a

&

The help of Revenue and Medical officers
may with advantage be invoked. It would be
a mistake to bring the Police into play.

PR —13-12-16.

P.R.—13-12-16,

ndance in the i

suggests that the officers

-and Medical departments

of the Police department
instructed to advise parents
children to send them to chools
this is reasonably possible.
suggests that special grants
allotted for the payment of

expenses of the children. In the

state of Indian society it is unIike]y that parents will readily part with their
children and send them to institutions in distant places fo

Besides, the accommodation available in

Private charity cannot be relied upon and
I think that the suggestion of the Director of
Public Instruction is quite sound.

P.R—13-12-16. I

penses of children proceeding

for purposes of instruction, Hi
children are fit objects for private c|
and it does mot appear desirs

| establish a new principle in their case.
6. There should be greater uniformity in the syllabus adopted—The Dir
1o advantage in the proposal, as local conditions, especially as regards the indu

side of the work, differ radically in differe

Quite right.
PR.—13-12-16.

ut parts of India. He is for gi

framing of the syllabus. Hig vien
it is submitted, be concurr

’manngera of schools full libert

7. Physical training should not be neglected, and ths equontion supplied shou.
atl a proper combination of general and indusirial training.—These sugg
*

P.R.—13-12-16.

already being acted on in
’denc e, :
',

- ; . Y. b
8. Opening of mew schools.—The Director of Public Instruetion

P.R.—13-12-16.

Government of India that the su
Government in: developing
defectives should ordinarily te

of assistance to private or’

‘He states that there is a proposal at present to open a school for theM

under the auspices of the Church Miss

~ Yes.
P.R.—13-12-16. 22

9. Training of special teachers.—This

- mensem to each teacher undergoing training
- Rs. 100 to the manager for each teacher

;_ ; _‘Yu.

ionary Council. If the se

th_e Govei‘nmant ma,

‘appears to be
- proposals made by the Government of [ndi . The
recommends the training of a few teachers in th
Miss Askwith and Miss Swainson, Eepppomtha

and the
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Notss 1o G.0. No. 201, Hour Epvosrrox), 171a Fasruary 1
10. For the present, it appears sufficient to make some provision for
of teachers who will b able to_impart instruction to defectives. The Go
may also announce their readiness to encourd8e private enterprise as far as
in the opening of new gehoo’l;.g_‘ R i e
11. The file may be forwarded to Financial for remarks,
N.%;;—l—lz-l 6. ’ :
me have a draft G I shall send it to
il ve a overnment Order sharp. 8 send 1 o
: ‘P, RAJAGOPALA AOHARTYAR—13-12-
A draft order is submitted for approval. If approved it may be forwa
the Financial, Fevenue and Local and Municipal (Medical) Departments for a

P.R.—15-12-16.
N.K.—18-12-16. - e
C. RaManvia AoHARIYAR— 256-12-16,
P or— :

PROAG

FinanciaL Dnmﬂp. ;

The proposals in this case for the improvement of the education of
children which involve a liability on Proviucial funds are noted on below.
2. Payment of epecial grants towards meeting actual {ravelling ex s of de,
children joining school.—Paragraph 3 of Divector of Publie Instruction’s letter,pa
and end of paragraph 5 of the draft. There is an analogy for this
in the case of children of poorer classes of Europeans in out-of- the-way g

; R Wi paragraph 12 of the Code of Rezu
Yoo, but T think it houlid bo limited tocases | FLRERE 75 o the Code 'rh:? :

rents can’t afford the expense or -
;l;ea gft&lly in lpoor circumstances. may, 1t 1s submitted,* be
LEK—22-1-17. | 8ccepted. The Direstor of
JPB.—2s-1-17, | Lustruction is being asked to |
‘ gftglled recommendations and pen
: ther receipt no remurks are called f
3. Opening of mew schools for defective children.—Pacagraph 5 of Direotoif:! u
Instruction’s lettermpages—b—ty—eusrent—fte and paragraph 8 of the draft.
Government of India have suggested that the support of Government in deve
The extent of the help to be given will, I gkyootlg f(;r defeetxve? should or
presume, be decided on the merits of each case, e the form of assistance to
L.EK.—23-1-17. g":’d‘i ‘:‘t‘g;’:& Homtfo(nﬂdmﬁon rop
' L8217, P suggestion. Submit
IPBII-1Y. | e e ar b by .
: proposal and it may be a
4. Training of special leachers for leaching defective childyen
Director of Public Instruction’s letter ougpsaedme e a0d pa
The Director of Public Instruction suggests that arrrangements may
training of a few teachers at the existing schools for defectives at
Madras, a stipend of Rs. 15 per mensem being granted to each teacher
and a lump remuneration, at the rate of Rs. 100 for each teacher
authorities of the school in which the arrangement for training
(Education) generally accept these proposals. The rates of
granted to general education teachers undergoing training
given in .0. No. 920, Education, dated 6th August
available‘as to the qualifications of the teachers wh
sis high. Rs. 10 would I think bo more | the education
suitable. L
LEK—22-118. | 1l
venture to think that before arriving at ¢
figlre it would be preferable to ascertain
iss Askwith and Miss Swainson
cost of training a teacher would be.
the blind go Miss Askwith says much

et




““The Govemment of India dente h oommmd’ tIqau
Looal Governments und for such mppor& fmm lnoal
financial conditions are mutored.” e

‘tha.
L.E.K ——22—1-17 i

6. The draft may, it is mbmmod be .
aph 4 above. ‘G
C.P.K.—20-i-17.

- The Director
thm depattment’s no

.ﬂkj Viz., that the officers of the Bemue
 parents to send their deaf and dumb
-pleusesee '_phEBMhedrm




- children. If would help if we knew whather the mhook lm'o
. onlyohﬂdrenveryolooeathandmhhelytoattend -

The schools at Palamcottah, I believe, are boa.rdmg i
all over the sopthern districts. It cannot do any harm and. myﬂo

Revenue officer) in the matter. The draft is accepted in Reven :
A. R. Kx

Locar AND MUNIOIPAL (ﬂnmm)hq

The file is sent to this department with reference to paragraph 5
order stating that orders will issue in this department instracting medical
advise parents of deaf and dumb children to send sach children to schools p
for them where this is reasonably ible. Submitted that the draft order
acgepted and the file returned to me (Education) Depa:tment e

"‘ —1-2-17.
ere seems to be no objection to ‘ask the medical officers to advise p

defective children to send them to the spemnl schools, althong’n suoh adneamgy
prove to be a pious one. : : i
V.8.—2-2-17.
We may accept pa.ragu ph 6. *

T. KRIsSHNAMA Aoam
R. A. Gra

Hoxs (Eoucatios) DEpax
3 aragraphs 5 9 of the draft have been amended vith refe

‘ " gnggestions of the Financial Department o s]3 $0-4 ante, Th
| ; irculated to His Excellency the Governor proval of the di
N.K.--12-2-17.
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