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Resolutions om matters of General Public Interest.

—

Sopiecr.—-No. ¥/ for the meeting of the Legislative

Council to be held on the o 1}7/,‘,1;,[ 197.

Susuirrep that two copies of this Resolution may be forwarded to the
\//7,_"8 ( Z&'{AC@A&’Y‘)) Départment with reference to Nos. (1) and (4) of the

rules regulating Secretariat procedure in dealing with these Resolutions in the

Legislative Council, Orders regarding admission will be communicated in due

course.
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Ei:xtmct ﬁ-&m the Proceedfngs of a Meeting of tﬁe Council of the Governor :f <
Fort St. George assembled for the purpose of making Laws and Regu
lations under the pro\nsmns of :heJot of Parhament, 5& 6 Geo. V.
Ch. 61.

» ——-—r—=
" Tho Gouneil assempbled st the Comncil Chn,mber Fort St.
on Monday, the 2nd day of Apnl 1917

RESOLUTION RE PROMOTION‘ OF VEBNAGULAR SGIENTIFIG
i ITERATURE
£ The Hon’ile Mr. A. 8. Krisuna Rao: i The next resolution that I have the
‘honour to move is as follows :—
~ ¢V. This Council reoommond&to His Excellency the ‘Governor in con:no:l
~ to tuke steps to promote, encourage and amst the pubhouhon of vernuuhr
scientific literature.’ 2 ;

. “Ttisa mnp]e resolution a.nd does not involve any large expendltite of mi ey
It is not likely to embarrass the Govemment, as regnrds their financial resoumge 1E
~ hope that the last resolution. It was in 1914,
at the April meeting, ‘thata dmcusmon was raised in this Council about the publicaf

ernaau]m- sclen‘hﬁo htemturé" It will be remem ermﬂhat on that 0
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2 RESOLUTION RE PROMOTION OF VERNACULAR SOIENTIFIUL
; LITERATURE.

(Mr. A. 8. Krishna Rao.) [2vp Arrin 1917.

pointed out that it was highly necessary that the masses who were mostly illiterate
‘and most of whom were unacquainted with English should have the means of becoming
acquainted with scientific literature. Tt is for that purpose the resolution was moved ;
and after discussion the resolution was lost. There are two reasons why it 1s highly
_essential that some further attempt should be made in thaf direction. 1t 1s well known
that for the improvement of sanitation in this country various conferences have been
held ; and various steps bave been taken to improve rural sanitation. Sanitary con-
ferences were held at which papers were read. The Pilgrim Committee investigated®~
the matter and the press also contained various suggestions on the subject. Al these
things show unmistakeably what changes should be effected before the sanitary con-
dition of the villages can be improved. Can any one with a sufficient knowleage of
the sanitary condition of the rural parts say that the recommendations of the sanitary
conference can be carried out, unless some means are devised whereby selentlﬁe_know-
ledge is brought home fo the masses. That is the problem ‘whieh underlies the ¢
resolution ; and as to the Ways and means by which this problem is to besolved, I shall
deal later.

« There is another aspect which deserves considoration. It is accepted by the
most responsible administrators in this country that the present system of education
whereby persons are forced to learn even the rudiments of sciences, and non-
language subjects, in a foreign tongue, must be done away with. Itis a matter for
satisfaction that Lord Chelmsford in opening the Conference of the Directors of Public
Tnstruction gave sympathetic expression to this sentiment,—that it is not at all
desirable that persons should be forced to learn subjects in a foreign language.
TUnless seientific literature is made available in the vernaculars and unless means are
devised by which further text-books are brought into existence, much improvement
.cannot be expected. For these reasons:I hope that your Excellency will take steps
to promote, encourage and assist the publication of vernacular scientific literature.

« Regarding the publication of scientific literature we have to consider the
matter from two standpoints. One is the production of text-books on scientific sub-
jects and secondly publication and circulation of scientific ideals amongst the masses,
Both these courses have to be adopted in solving the problem. Tt will not do if one
alone is thought of and no attention is paid to the other. The reply thaf may be given
is that the Government cannot be expected to subsidise vernacular scientifie literature,
that there is no proper demand for it and that the Government have been doing some-
thing for the dissemination of knowledge about scientific truths. It may be pointed
out that whenever some publications were made which the Governwent ftmught were
useful such as treatises on plague, malaria, ete., they were translated and circulated.
‘What I now wish to place before this Council is that when once we are satisfied about
the necessity and desirability of improving vernacular scientific literature, let us pause
for a while and see whether we have done all that is possible to be done. Two courses
are open—to encourage the study of vernacular scientific books and secondly to sub-
stantially help or give grants to persons who have taken upon themselves the task o =1
bringing out such scientific text-books. Tt is a matter within the knowledge of the
Council that there have been some societies which have taken upon themselves the
task of preparing scienfific text-books. The Vignana Mandal series must have
attracted the attention of the Government ; the Tamil Sangam of Madura have been
publishing contributions onimportant subjects. These facts show unmistakeably that
people are anxious to promote the publication and dissemination of scientific literature.
But it 1s a difficult business ; and it is also a costly business for which some further
impetus and support must be given by the Government. 1f the Government will lay
down definite rules whereby special amounts or subsidies can be given for the publica-
tion of books, much useful work can be done; and it cannot be argued that the
Government cannot support such literature when the Government have already
con.tributed for the preparation of the Lexicons which in themselves are calculated
to improve the knowledge of the vernaculars and improve scientific literature in the
long run. The Government have accepted the principle already ; and having done
that, 1s it too much for your Excellency’s Government to go a §tep further and see
if farther assistance cannot be given for the encouragement of vernacular scientific
literature ?  If this liberal policy is pursued, scientific truths will become more widely
diffused among the people.”
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RESOLUTION RF PROMOTION OF VERNACULAR SCIENTIFIC C

LITERATURE. N

28D Apmin 1917.] (Mr. K. k. V. Krishna Rao ; Mr. Stone.)

The Hon’ble Mr. K. R. V. RrisuNa Rao:— 1 have much pleasure in seconding
the resolution. In April 1914 a resolution similar to this was brought to the notice
of this Council by my Honourable friend Mr. Ramachandra Rao. He then suggested
the desirability of encouraging the publication of books on scientific subjects in the
vernaculars of the Presidency. This resolution suggests that it is necessary to
encourage and assist the publication of such a literature in the vernaculars. My

~ Lord, it is more or less agreed that it is in the interests of the school-going popula-
“vition and that it would be fo the efficiency of educatic, to have all non:lauguage
subjects taught, as far as possible, in the vernaculars of the country ; and besides a’
knowledge, at least a rudimentary knowledge, of scientific principles and of scientific
subjects, is necessary in the matter of improving sanitation and it is necessary that
hygienic subjects should be tanght for the sake of health.

“ My Lord, it is necessary in the first place that proper terminals for scientific
words will have to be inyented, found or coined in the various vernaculars; and it is
also necessary that suifable text-books should be published and the publication of
these hooks encouraged by their being prescribed in the sehool. That is what is
contemplated by this resolution. TUnless the Government take in hand and try to
encourage the publication of scientific literature by prescribing these books in schools
it is not possible to bring abont any publication of literature on scientific subjects in
the vernaculars of this Presidency.

¢ Again, my Lord, in reply to the resolution which was brought before this
Couneil in 1914 by my Honourable friend Mr. Ramachandra Rao it was said that the
Government whenever they found it possible and whenever they found that any
publication deserved Government support, they were purchasing a number of copies
-of such publication and thereby giving the encouragement to such publication ; but
the kind of encouragement that is now required is more than what the Government
have been doing hitherto by purchasing a few copies or a few hundreds of copies of
books published. The Government should mot only try fo subsidise and encourage
the publication of such books but they should try as far as possible to find a demand
for them, by preseribing as courses of study such books as may be found acceptable
by the Education Department, on scientific subjects. My Lord, I understand that a
sum of Rs. 10,000 has been given to the Madras University in aid of giving prizes
for the publication of vernacular books on scientific subjects by Mr. Ramarayanimgaru.
That was announced in 1913 during the visit of Lord Hardinge to Madras.
There is that small contribution made by him towards that purpose. And if is more
or less in the hands of the University. But what is required of this Government is
what this resolution suggests that they should take this matter seriously into their
consideration and provide a means for a number of books heing published on useful
scientific subjects in the various vernacular languages of this Presidency and
encourage their publication by prescribing them as suitable text-books in sehools.
That is what I understand by these words ¢ encourage and assist the publication.”
T think, my Lord, that unless the Government turn their atfention to this aspect of
the matter and see that some books are published on ‘scientific subjects a most
important branch of learning will not be made known to the people. Itissaid that a
great hindrance in the way of sanitary progress is education. Attempts should be
made to dispel illiteracy. ~Unless books are made available which can be read by
people with advantage, they will not be able to derive much benefit from education,
unless suitable text-books are published on scientific subjects and made available.
1t is for these reasons I heartily support thatthe Government may be pleased to take
steps in order that suitable text-books on scientific subjects may be published and
their publication promoted and encouraged. With these words I heartily second the
proposition.”

The Hon’ble Mr. J. H. Stons :—* Your Excellency, T should like to begin by
saying a word or two as to the way that scientific knowledge can be acquired.
Honouyable Members who have spoken on this resolution seemed to think that if
only you have got booksin a language which you pnderstand you will be in a position
to acquire scientific knowledge. I do not think I can too emphatically repudiate the
truth of that idea. You cannot learn the sciences, assuming, I mean that you

have had mno scientific training, by simply reading little books about them.
These series mentioned to-day mostly consist of what I might call text-books on
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4 RESOLUTION EEZ PROMOTION OF VERNACULAR SCIENTIFIC

LITERATURE.
(Mr. Stone ; the President ; Mr. A. 8. Krishna Rao.) [28p Aprin 1917..

elementary sciences. The promoters of such text-books have taken the sciences most

_ tanght in the schools such as physies and chemistry and the natural sciences. I

deny that any one who has not undergone training in physics and chemistry can-
derive any benefit by taking up a toxt-book on these subjeets; it cannot be of the-
smallest good to the people who have not had any English education and who wish
to read things in the vernaculars, because they cannot, in the nature of things, have:
an instinetive perception of the facts contained therein. The series referred to did’

not sell—the series that had been produced, did not sell—they did not disseminate -
scientifie literature ; they remained on the shelves of the extremely well-meaning =

people who produced them. The Government are now asked to give an honorarium-
to the gentlemen who have produced the series. That is what we are asked to do.

I will put it in this way :—If you give an honorarium, will these books sell any™

better ? Will the scientific literature be any better disseminated ? I say ‘mo.
Secondly, if these books sell and scientific literature is being disseminated, there is no-
need to give an honorarium. That is a dilemma from which I am unable fo escape.

« Qo far T have been talking of scientific subjects in general. The Honourable-
gentlemen have been talking of scientific text-books in the schools ; but that is
different from that of scientific literature. I have more sympathy in- the matter of
text-books being placed in the hands of school boys. If you put a book in_the hands
of aschool boy and use a sufficient amount of coercion, you can make him read it.
As regards the number of text-books I see from the notes that I have taken of the
debate T seem to have made some kind of promise. What 1 did say was that T would
consider how the department could co-operate better with the publishers in the
production of school text-books. I must confess, except that something has been
done in the way of providing text books in Uriya, that very little has so far been done ;.
and if T have not done more than what I have done in trying to secure co-operation -
between the department and the publishers it is because we have been occupied
mostly with framing curricula as I mentioned at the last meeting, we have been
busy with the business of making curricula for students taking up the school-final
course and also for the courses of study for the first, gecond and third forms,.
where some Honourable Members seem to think that rudiments of sciences aré
taughtin an alien language. Tt is not so ; we do get people to teach them in the
vernacularsin forms I, ITand IT1. Iam getting a course of study made out not only"
for the three higher forms, where we have already had them, but also for these three-

lower forms also. With the aim we have in view, as regards the teaching to be-

adopted in the three lower forms, we shall be able to see something more definite

{ done in the way of the production of text-books. The production of text-books will:

have to depend upon the tettlement of the curricula, We shall not be long in getting

the curricula out for these lower forms ; and then I shall be able to see or to tell the -

publishers what the department can do about the production of text-books and

possibly to invite them to co-operate more than the department has been inclined to-

do so far in the matter of the production of the text-books.”

His Excellency the Prestornt :—* Perhaps the Honourable gentleman will be-

satisfied with the reply.”

The Hon’ble Mr. A. S. Krisana Rao :—* Yes, my Lord. I need not pursue-

¢the matter further. I hope that the Hon’ble Mr. Stone who has himself admitted that

he has not been able to do much exeept in the Uriya language will see his way to -

encourage the production of text-books in other languages.”

With the permission of His Excellency the President the Resolution was.-

withdrawn.
< R. A. GRAHAM,
Acting Secretary to Govt., L. § M. (Legislative) Dept.

MADRAS : PRINTED BY THE BUPERINTEﬁDm, GOVERNMENT PRESS.

g

7

N Page M.

NOTES.

A ‘ o Bt b R Mot He uerladisy wes
‘Wlub»wu W New=s MWWMM

T AR WMM“"‘""""V

_& bk oy e o e ot S
e {u 'u R PO PO RS S

n Wak borntd hith Ko produetie st

“ ( m-muswbwaw
L W@Mw@fawwr""”@‘
‘ | bt iemealancg He fapans wan Mo
sk s e B Copinuiea L B ERR

L0 firnsy dap s

=ty 4 e
o o 2o
ek 120r]




-~ d ';‘ » } 4 ‘I‘..?N Cad) AJ‘ .} ‘}‘
§ 5 >
L e VY ...-3 d ot W9 ‘wel y .ﬁ

ey R e ok - % %
{ P # R o i d
®

& qrs.u‘i’“ w&.&} Va4 b3 58

i

¥ pestis o §28¢ St
o S B (S

% iy .

5, ”,1

soidal i -,.};,:.Jwa\
:

L

63 uroad :

daM

o=

,ﬂ} :

Cond

. | o N QJ - ’J.;j




	0649
	0650
	0651
	0652
	0653
	0654
	0655
	0656
	0657
	0658
	0659
	0660
	0661

